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A 


PARAPHRASE 

WITH 

NOTES Critical, Hiftorical, and Praftical* 

ON THE 

Book of PSALMS, 


PSALM XCIX. SECT. LXXIV. 


God the everlajling Governour. The proteSfor of mount 

Zion. To be in the highejl degree revered. The great 
end of civil power the fupprejfton of immorality, and the 
promoting of virtue. Religious homage a duty , and 

mojl availing when good and upright men perform it. 
The author fuppofed to be David, the occafion his peace - 
able cjiablijlmient on the Ifraelitifh throne . 


Psalm xeix. j. 


Psalm xeix. I. 


T HE Lord 
reigneth; let 
the people tremble: 
he fitteth between 
the cherubims; let 
the earth be moved. 


2. The Lord is 
great in Zion, and 
he is high above all 
people. 


N OW the King of kings hath Sect, 74. 

by placing David on the 
throne, peaceably fettled the go- Ps ALM 
vernment, whatever commotion XC1X ‘ 1 * 
the people are in, or difeontent 
they fliew does not avail: he that 
fitteth over the cherubims hath done 
it, and the whole country muft be 
fubjedt to his fupreme authority. 

All appearances are favourable z 
refpe£fing the fafety and profperity 
of mount Zion, and he who hath 
gracioufly undertaken to protedl it, 
is abfolute Lord over all man¬ 
kind. 


Vol. IV, 


b 


it 
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A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 74. It Is incumbent on them, and ail 
v—-v-^ his difpenfations are highly deferv- 
Psalm ina of it, to celebrate his illull: iouj 
accix * 3 * and tremendous perfc&ions and 
providence, from which all moral 
excellence is abfolutely infeparable. 
4, He who anointeth and fupport- 
eth earthly rulers, forbids every 
thing arbitrary and tyrannical; and 
exprefly required) that which is 
equal and right : moft juft God, 
^hou haft fettled for their obfervance 
in exa£t order the plan of reafon- 
able aftion and true virtue: the 
laws formed for the ljraciites_ are 
the dictates of heavenly w:fdom 
and ftridt equity. 

5 Raife your adoring apprehenfions 
of our God and Governour; per- 
form facred worlhip before the ark 
beneath the mercy-feat and cheru- 
bims: for above all beings he is 
diftinguiflied for moral reflitude. 

6 Our precedents and awakening 
examples among his priefts and mi- 
nifters are Mofes and Aaron\ and 
the prophet Samuel , who ranks 
with the truly religious: they 
pioufly invoked the eternal Being, 
and received anfwers datable to 
their addrclfes. 

n The former of them he tittered 
his voice to, with a peculiar fo- 
Jemnity from out of the cloudy 
pillar: and to their honour, they 
facredly obferved the ten command¬ 
ments he charged them with; and 
the pofitive injlitutions he delivered 
to them. 

% When the murmuring people 
had provoked thy difpleafure, anti 
thefe thy fervants interceded^ O 
Lord our moil graciowsGoD, 

thuu 


3 Let them praife 
thy great and terri¬ 
ble nam c;fcr it it 
holy. 


4. The king’s 
firength alfo loveth 
judgment: thou doll 
eltablilh equity,thou 
executed judgment 
and righteoufnefs ia 
J acob. 


5. Exalt ye the 
Lord our God, and 
worlhip at his foot- 
ilool: fer he is holy. 


6. Mofes and 
Aaron amona hi** 
prielU, and Samuel 
among them that 
call upon his name : 
they called upon the 
Lord, and he an- 
fvvered them. 

7. He fpake untb 
them in the cloudy 
pillar: they kept his 
tedimonies, and the 
o dinnnee that he 
gave them. 


S Thou anfweredft 
them, O Lord, qu^ 
God: thou wall a 
God that forgave It 
them. 



book of P 


SALM 3 .' 
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them, cj^fcigh thou 
tookLj^Engcanceof 

the Inventions. 


9. Exaltthe Lord 
our God, and wor- 
fhip at his holy hill: 
for the Lord our 
God is holy. 


thou waft prevailed on; and didft Sect. 74. 
remit of the full punifhment: but 
didft manifeft thy juftice and feve- 
rity againft fuch criminal vile prac- xax 
tices, if ever they fhould hereafter 
be guilty of them. 

Elevate your conceptions of, ex- 9 
prefs an infinite regard lor the mod 
high God, and perform to his 
honour in his facred tabernacle on 
mount Zion the fincereft worfhip: 
for he is moil worthy, he is per- 
feftlv holy, and truth in the inner 
parts only acceptable to him. 


PSALM C. 

The people exhorted to worflrip and thankfgiving . Reafons y 
grounded an God’s relative character and their peculiar 
obligations . His veracity , goodnefs and mercy . A 

pfalrn of praife commonly ufcd at the peace-offerings. 


Psalm c. t. 


Psalm c. i. 


M ake a joyful 

noile unto the 
,Uori>, all ye lands. 


2. Serve the Lord 
with glsdnefs: come 
before his prefence 
With Tinging, 


3. Know ye that 
the Lord he A God: 
it is he that hath 
made 


S O far from any gloominefs in Sect. 74. 

or backwardness to religious ^ 
worfhip, let the whole country at- Psalm 
tend their journey to fcrufalem c * I% 
with joyful acclamations, like blow¬ 
ing of trumpets or fhouts for vi&orv. 

Shew readinefs, alacrity and 2 
chearfulnefs in God’s fervice and 
worfhip: come to prefent your- 
felves in his fanftuary, before the 
ark of his covenant, with fuch 
exulting fongs as may properly 
teftify your gladnefs and peculiar 
bappinefs. 

Be ye‘ fenfible, that the great 3 
Jehovah you thus acknowledge, 
is not an image or worthlefs idol, 

B 2 but 


c Some interpret at the very time thou waft going to 
punifh, thou pardoned ft them for'their lakes or tipop th$ 
prayers ol Mojcs and Aaron, 



4 ./f Paraphrase oh the 

\ 

Sect. 74. but the fupreme Deity : by a pecu- made us, an<J not 
liar form of government, we arc we ourfelves: *we are 
conftituted his feledt people and be- ^* 15 P eo P^ e » an( ^ 
loved flock, whom he guides by of b»s paftute. 

his counfel and protects by his pro¬ 
vidence, 



i 


4 Enter the gates that lead to his 
fandluary .with open confeiliorts of 
his difiinguifhing favours; proceed 
to the more fpacious parts extolling 
his mighty works and nioft glorious 
attributes: exprefs an unfeigned 
gratitude in his houfe for his mer¬ 
cies, and the hlghefl: efleem of his 
power and goodnefs. 

5 For the everlafting God delights 
to communicate happinefs, and is 
inexpre/Tibly beneficent: to the true 
objedb thereof there is no end of 
his compaflionate regards : and his 
futhfulnefs in performing his pro- 
mifes extends to all generations, and 
to the eternity of their happinefs. 


4. Enter into his 
gates with thankf- 
giving, and into his 
courts with praife : 
be thankful unto 
him, and blefs hit 
name. 


5. For the Lord 
is good : his mere/ 
is everlafting; and 
his truth endureth to 
all generations. 


PSALM Cl. 

Plan of virtue the author determined to obferve . His 
domejl'tck char after, Di[count enancing wicked ones y 
and encouraging men of integrity , Endeavours for 

the total extirpation of immorality . A pfalm of David, 
fuppofed written after SauFr death y but before he was 
fully fettled in the kingdom or had removed the ark to 
mount Zion. 


Psalm ci. r. 


Sict. 74. 



Psalm 


ci. 1. 


T HE poetick meafures I now 
propofe to fing, are liberality 
in diftributing rewards, and impar¬ 
tial juftice in infixing punifhments: 
and I addrefs them, eternal Lord, 

unto 


Psalm ci. 1. 

dT Will fing of 
X mercy and judg¬ 
ment : unto thee, O 
Lord, will I fing. 


d Mudge interprets, I will compofe a mafehil to teach tho 
true conduft of life: Oh how long will it be ere I have.th^ 
pleasure of enjoying it [ 



Book of P SA LMS. 5 

unto thee the fountain of equity and Sect. 74. 
mercv. “S/——^ 

x will behave The utmoft flrength of my un- Psalm 
myfel f wifely in a demanding fhall be exerted to c * ,I,2 ‘ 
per/*ft way, O when diredt me in an habitual courfe of 
wi/c thou come unto v ; rtue an( j th e mo ft perfect intc- 

me? v\i wa grity: O when fhall further happy 

with a perfeft heart. even ' s compleat what is begun m 

my favour r As to my dometticlc 

conduct, I determine it fhall be 
prudent blamelefs and exemplary. 

3.I will fet no wick- Whatever might be the advan-3 
ed thing before mine tage, I will not take thought or 
eyes: I hate the form a purpofe to do a thing of 
work of them that ^ e X£ a ] 9 or afrion that is impious or 

turn afide; it lhaJl j mmora ] : j deteft their fchemes 

not cleave to me. , . , . • f 

and enterpnzes who deviate from 

truth and duty : nothing of that 

criminal fort fhall ever enter into 


4. A froward heart 
fhall depart from 
me: I will not know 
a wicked pcrfoit. 


\ 5. Whofo privily t 

flandereth his neigh¬ 
bour, him will I cut 
off: him that hath 
an high look, and a 
proud heart € will 
not I fuffer. 

6. Mine eyes Jhall 
be upon the faithful 

of 


my heart, or engage my affe&ions. 

The inconfiderate man whofe4 
mind is not fteady to the end and 
rule of upright condudf, but who 
veers about, this wav and that as 
may beffc ferve his felfifh evil views, 
as foon as perceived fhall be re¬ 
moved from my prefence: people 
of mifehievous tempers and perni¬ 
cious dellgns fhall never have my 
cofidence. 

I will banifh him the fociety, 5 
who hath induftrioufly ffabhed and 
blafted his neighbour’s reputation 
and credit, with the concealed dag¬ 
ger of fecret fcandal: a difdainful 
pride, boundlefs ambition or infa- 
tiable avarice I cannot put up with. 

My attention and particular re- 6 
gard fhall be determined, to thofe 
B 3 of 


* Lo ucal, non pojfnm, 1 cannot, 1 . e. mention him not, 
no favour is to be granted, or no puniftuneat abated re- 
ffefting luch a perfon. 



6^ A Paraphrase en the 

Sect. 74. of /ny countrymen to bear a part of the land, that 
in tlie adrninifhation, who ate fted- they may dwell with 
fjft to their promifes, or keep in- that walk- 

VM'bte all their engagements: the f l r ec wa ^* 

man of unblemifiud morals, and N Ml fftve me. 

difiinguiihed generous virtue (hall 
fill the- higheft department, or 
ferve me in the mod honourable 



capacity. 

7 The treacherous and perfidious 
fhali enjoy no office at all under 
^ny government: the flatterer with 
only (hews, and deceiver With falfe 
* promifes fhall not come into my 
prefence, nor be endured even in 
the lowed flation. 

S I will fet myfelf betimes, by the 
execution of juft laws to fupprefs all 
notorious impiety and immorality 
throughout my dominions: that I 
may for ever exclude all pefts of 
fuciety or abandoned creatures, 
from the city appropriated to God 
and his worihip. 


7. He that work- 
eth deceit (hall not 
dwell within my 
houfc: he that tclletfi 
lies (hall not tarry in 
my fight. 

5. I will f early 
deflroy all the wick¬ 
ed of the land: that 
I may cut off all 
wicked doers from 
the city of the Lord, 


PS A L M Cir. SECT. LXXV\ 


Succour requeued under affliRion. Picas drawn from the 
dcplorablenefs of circuniftanccs. Hopes grounded on 
Cod's eternity. Entitled , a prayer of or for the 
sfRi&ed, when he is overvohehned: and pouretb out 
his complaint before the Lord. The author is fuppefed 
to be Nchemial). The otcafion the accomplifimtni of 
thf time for the Jews’* rejl oration from captivity . 


Psalm cii. 1. 

Sect. 75. J\/T O S T merciful God, give 
1 ^ lVJL ear to my tender pleas for 
Psalm fuccour; and let not thole out- 
cn. cries, which extreme mifery extorts, 

return 


P s a l m cii. 1, 

H Ear my prayer, 
O Lord, and 
let my cry come 
unto thee. 


* Early, i. e. in the morning the ufual time of judgment* 



Book of Psalms* y 

return without admittance into thy Sect. 75. 
facred preience. l 

Mde not thy I befeech thee fhew not any Psalm 
fa cmjfom jne in the negle£l or diiregard, when my cu * *> 
dV when I am in troubles are fo great and necellities 
trouble; incline thine p rc gi 0 o;; give a clofe attention; 
ear unto me: m the an( j f inCC j novv ca u w [ t h my ut „ 

ay yen ca , an- ni0 ^ ftrength, and without thy 
wer me pc 1 y. fp ee dy aififtance muft perifh do not 

delay it. 

3. For my days As the vapour of fmoke is driven 3 

are confumed like by the wind and vani(hes,fo are rny 
fmoke,and my bones d a y S J;]ce)y to end without; any 
are burnt as an traQes remaining of them : as an 
k eart ^‘ hearth is parched or dry wood 

burnt, fo are my bones and whole 
body exh^ufled with pain and grief 
of all radical,moifture. 

4. My heart is § As the plant or tender herb with 4 
fmitten, and wither- the folar heat or blafting wind, fo 
ed like grafs: fo that am I fmitten, dejected, and wi- 

I forget to eat my thered; owing to my utter negle£t 
* ?rea ^’ through the bitternefs of my an- 

guifh of necefTary fuftenance. 

1 he heaving lighs and continual 5 
groans, which my furrows forced, 
have to that degree emaciated me, 
that there is no interlace betwixt 
them that the flefti takes up, but 
my fkin and bones adhere clofely to 
one another. 

Iam properly compared, for the 6 
mournful horrible nolle I make, to 
dernefs; f am like the bUQurn frequenting fens or 
cn owl of the defert. nuir fhes : I truly refemble the hoot- 

B 4. ing 


5. By Tcafon of 
the voice of my 
groning, my bones 
&leave to my ikin. 


6. I am like e a 
pelican of the wil- 


§ Smitten, firuefc through with affiiflion, or under great de¬ 
jection of mind. 

1*1 be pelican being a fea-fowl cannot properly be Ailed 
nn inhabitant of the vv-ildernefs: Bochart therefore luppofes 
the ardta Jicl/cfris or Bit our n to be intended, By DID he 
conjedares *| ie onocrotahis a water-fowl' to be meant that 
piaLes a loud and doleful noife* 



* 


A Paraphrase on tht 


Sect. 75. ing owl of fome defolate place or 
Psalm ruined building. 

To fhun the greateft danger, I 
cn. 0,7. W3tc h continually; and like the 
fparrow looking from the houfe 
top for its mate, fpend my irkfome 
days in a diftrefsful folitude. 

g It is the continual reproachful 
language of mine enemies that I 
deferve all that I fuffer: and they 
who exceed all bounds of probabi¬ 
lity or decency in their calumnies, 
confirm them with folemn oaths; 
and horrid imprecations on them- 
felves if they be not true. 

9 To that degree have thefe af¬ 
flictions embittered life, that I 
have no fatisfadion in it; inftead 
of eating with an appetite nourifh- 
ing food, as a difconfolate mourner 
I have fat down covered with 
afhes: and in the room of ming¬ 
ling drink or mixing wine with 
water, my days are fpent in falling, 
weeping and lamentation. 

10 Efpecially, which is the mod 
painful concomitant, as my fuffer- 
ings bear the ftrong marks of feve- 
xity and thy high difpleafure: alas! 
all my exaltation only ferves to 
aggravate the inifery of my down- 
fal and ruin. 

* 1 Like the evening-fhades ftretch- 
ing out larger and larger, till they 
are totally loft in darknefs, fo do 
my days draw to an end; I am 

vifibly 


7. I watch, and 
am as a fparrow a- 
lone upon the h 
houfe-top. 

8. Mine enemies 
reproach me all the 
day ; and they that 
are mad againft me, 
are fworn againft 
me. 


9. For I have 
eaten afhes like 
bread, and mingled 
my drink, with weep¬ 
ing; 


10. Becaufe of 
thine indignation 
and thy wrath : for 
thou haft 1 lifted me 
up, and caft me 
down. 


11. My days are 
like a fhadow that 
dedineth; and I am 
withered like grafs. 


h The houfes in Palefhit were built flat, and covered with 
flrong terrace mortar; like thofe in Bariary. See Sba-iv s 
Trav. p. 276. So that not only fparrows might, but men 
frequently did keep watch on them. 

* Lifted up, an idiom taken from angry perfons, who raife 
up that which they are difpleafed with, to throw it down 
With the greater violence. 



Jiook of Psalms. 9 

vifibly decayed as the bladed herb, Sect. 75. 
faded grafs, or withered hay. 

is. Bat thou, O I mud fhortly depart this life. Psalm 
ItOR d, fhalt endure but in dying I have this comfort, 'h 12 ' 

/or ever, and thy re- that thou Eternal Deity, fhalt 
membrance unto all CO ntinue fixed on thy throne of 
generations. judgment and glory: and thy me' 

morials (hall be preferved, or thy 
praifes celebrated hereafter world 
without end. 

13. Thou fhalt It is a pleafing profpeft, even 13 

a rife, and have mer- under my lad decays, that thou 
cy upon Zion: for vvilt arife to diftribute juftice, and 
the time to favour {hew the tendered mercy to the 
her, yea, the fet inhabitants of mount Zion ; in all 
fimc is come. appearance the proper feafon is at 

hand to didinguifh them; even 
the time appointed and foretold 
for this mod defirable event to 
take place. 

14. For thy fer- Among other agreeable circum- 14 
vants take pleafure dances, thy long afflidled people 

in her Hones, and fa- appear greatly defirous that the 
yqur the dull thereof. ru inous city fhould be. rebuilt; 

make all neceflary preparations for 
that purpofe; and have truly at 
heart or are fenfibly concerned as 
to every thing that refpe&s it. • 

15.Sothe heathen With the furprizing feenes then 1 S 
fhall fear the name of fplendid buildings again rifing, 
of the Lord, and heathen nations will be led to ac- 
all the kings of the knowledge the only living and 
earth thy glory. true q od . an j a |] earthly powers, 

that hear of the fcwijh redoration 
will be druck cver-bleffed Being, 
with thine amazing goodnefs. 
r6. When the When the temple on mount 16 
Lord ihall build up Zion and the city Jerufalem are 
Xion, he Ihall ap- finiflied • the^ excellence and ma- 
P eai * n S lor y- jedy faithfulnefs and mercy of tho 

great architect,* the Almighty 
Being will appear in a recent in- 
dance illudrious and glorious. 

For 



ip 


A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 75. For thefe doubtlefs fhine forth 
with their native luftre and dignity 
Psalm [ n extraordinary condefcenfions: 
cu * * 7 * and he is truly adorable in pecu¬ 
liarly regarding the pleas of men 
ilript of their property and aefti- 
t-ute of fuccour: never, as the rich 
too often do, treating their peti¬ 
tions with a proud difdain or fu- 
pcrcilious filence. 

*3 This difinteredednefs and im¬ 
partiality, fhall be recorded in 
liror.g and lading characters fur 
the encouragement of the fucceed- 
ing generation: and the people re- 
ilored in fuch a wonderful man- 
rer as if they were new created, 
fhall celebrate their Almighty 
Founder’s praifes. 

19 For he hath deiened to throw 
down looks of regard and cempaf- 
fion from the exalted height of his 
facred m2nf1.cn; from heaven a- 
bove all, hath the mod high God 
been pleafed to take cognizance of 
the affairs and inhabitants of this 
lower earthly wo:Id. 

20 To attend with comfniferation 
to the piteous groans of the dif- 
trefled, 'mprifoned, and bound 
with cords or chains ; to releale 
-thole that appeared defined for 
immediate deftrudtion. 

ii By further efpecial difplays of 
divine providence, to give them 
frefh occafion of thankful acknow¬ 
ledgments in mount Zion ; and 
honourable mention in the city 
J-erufalcm. 

22 When the difperfed people are 
again colledled to return to their 
.native country; and numbers out 
ef neighbouring nations ready to 

unite 


17. He will regard 
the prayer of the 
deftitute, and not 
defpife their prayer. 


1S. This fhall be 
Written, for the ge¬ 
neration to come : 
and the people which 
fhall be created, fhall 
"piaife the Lord. 


19. For he hath 
looked down from 
the height of his 
fanciuary ; from hea¬ 
ven did the Lord 
behold the earth: 


20. To hear the 
grpning of the pri- 
foner, to loofe thofe 
that are appointed 
to death ; 

21. To declare 
the name of the 
Lord in Zion, and 
his praife in Jcru- 
falem; 


22. When the 
people are gathered 
together, and the 
kingdoms to fervq 
the Lord. 



23 He weakened 
jny ftrength in the 


Book of Psalm i x 

unite them in the folemnities ofS ect. 75. 
worfhip, a difeouraging incident 
happens which greatly diftrefles me. Psalm 
I n the courfe of my progrefs Cl1, ' 2Z ' 
with thefe' flattering hopes, my 2 5 


2 f 

God, 

away 


I faid, O my 
take me not 


Out a!i generations. 


25. Of old haft 
thou laid the foun- 


vvay ; he ihortened ftrength was exercifed till it feemed 
jay days. altogether exhaulted ; my days to 

be cut oft’ in the midft and the 
years of my forefathers to be 
denied me. 

Under this calamity I humbly 2 4 
remonftrated, — O my God and 
in the midft Father, hurry me not out of life 
of my days; thy by an untimely difiblution, like a 
jenrs^ are through- w j c k ec ] perfon, before half my race 

is run: thy revolving periods bear 
no proportion to the limited terms 
of frail mortars earthly uncertain 
ftate, but extend throughout all 
generations, even to an endiefs 
eternitv. 

4 

In a remote antiquity, haft thou 25 
founded on a folid balls this earth’s 
dation of the earth: wonderful ftruCture: the e>:alted 
and. the heavens .are* heavens like wife owe all their 
the ^work of thy ftrength and fplendour to Jiy im- 
^ r,nCii * menfe Omnipotence. 

26. They /hall They may be traced back to 26 
perifli, but thou fhalt their firft rife, for they had a be- 
endure: yea, all of ginning and /hall have an end; 
them (hall wax old but through an immeafurable 0 
like a garment; as ration thou ever remaineft ui>al- 
a k vcliuie flialt thou terably the fame ; even all of them, 

c ‘ ian ^f L m T an as a garment,, fhall be worn out 
they mail be chang- - , 0 , . - , , 

. 7 b with age: as clothing rendered 

^ ’ unfit for ufe, thou wilt pafs them 

away abolifh or renew them : and 

they mull neceflarily fubmit to this 

important change, extinction or 

renovation. 

But 

* Nudge interprets, God fliould inveft himfelf with a new 
fuit ot heavens, as a man would change garments. 



n 


A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 75. But thine exiftence and attri- 
butes, are permanently and in- 
Psalm variably the fame that they alwavs 
z 7 ’ were; and thy duration is not 
meafured by returning feafons nor 
(hall ever end. 

Confequently, all thy promifes, 
though at the greateft diftance in 
peint of time, (hall infallibly be 
performed : and though I may die 
before fome of them be, and even 
this whole generation be gathered 
to our fathers; yet the children 
of thy faithful fervants Abraham , 
]faac y and Jacob , who follow their 
fteps of virtue and piety, (hall un¬ 
doubtedly obtain a fettled red: and 
their ofF-fpring who mind the fame 
things (hall be eftablifhed in an 
happy (late upon an unfhaken foun¬ 
dation by thy kind regard, in thy 
temple and city on earth, or thy pre¬ 
fence and glory for ever in heaven. 


27. But thou art 
the fame, and thy 
years (hall have no 
end. 


z8. The children 
of thy fervants (hall 
continue, :nd their 
feed mall be efta- 
bliihed before thee. 


PSALM CI 1 I. SECT. LXXVI. 

Soliloquy , exciting to confefs God 9 5 goodnefs. Irtflances ; 

Per final. Pardon of Jin and recovery of health . 
National. Relief to the Ifraelites under oppreffion . 
Patience with their provocations , and lenity in their 
chajlifement. The tranfcendency of divine mercy. In¬ 
dulgence to human frailty : and eternity of regard to 
the truly fine ere. The Almighty the ever la fling Ruler 
and univerfally to be celebrated. A pfalm of David, 
upon his recovery from fome threat 9 ning tllnefs , 


Psalm ciii. 1. 

Sect. 76. /^ONFESS, O my renewed 

life, thine obligation to the 

P S A L M —am * I | I a f k • — ■ | . —r . 1. a n ha H a a 1 


Psalm ciii. 1. 

B LESS the Lord, 
O my ioul: and 


Dll. 1. 


life, thine obligation to the Xv ^ my ioul: and 
peculiar favour of the eternal is within 

Being: and ye recedes of my holy 

heart, or deeped thoughts I can name * 

conceive. 



Book of Psalms. 



j.Blefs the Lord, 
0 my foul, and 
forget not all his 
benefits. 


3. Who fergiveth 
all thin© iniquities; 
who healeth all thy 
difeafcs. 


4. Who redeem- 
cth thy life from 
definition; who 
crowneth thee with 
loving kindnefs, and 
tender mercies: 


5. Who fatisfieth 
ihy mouth with good 
tbiros , jo /hat thy 
youth is renewed 
like the 1 eagles. 


6. The Lord ex- 
ecutcth righteouf- 
refs and judgment 
for all that are op- 
preffed. 


conceive, give glory to his holinefs, Sect, 76. 
goodnefs and mercy. 

Again I excite myfelf, in ex- Psalm 
preflions of the utmoft regard to *» 2 * 
acknowledge the everbleffed God j 
and throw not neglect on one in¬ 
dividual of all his multiplied fa¬ 
vours. 

Particularly, the remiflion of 3 
punifhment due to perverfenefs, 
and the free pardon upon reform¬ 
ing them of the molt abfurd and 
wicked courfes: binding up alfo 
dangerous wounds, or healing the, 
moft grievous wafting difeafes. 

As an eftate from alienation by 4 
the neareft kinfman, recovery from 
the pit of deftru&ion when I was 
upon the very brink of it: as a 
crown does the head, furrounding 
me with the richeft difplays of his 
unmerited bounty 3 nd moft affec¬ 
tionate commiferation. 

In the room of meagre diet, an 5 
healthy appetite, plenty of nourifh- 
ing food, and ftrength derived from 
it: fo that now recovering all mv 
youthful vigour and fprightlinefs, I 
refemble the ancient eagle in her 
renewed plumes. 

Neither is it to a few particular & 
inftances, that the divine favours 
are extended ; but fomc way. indue 
time, he adminifters juftice and 
performs deliverance for all that 
are afflidted arid loaded with in¬ 


jurious cruel ufage. 


Upon 


1 Eagles , fuppofed to take their name from thence, are 
faid to have their moulting times and their feathers renewed 
at near the age of a hundred years, Mrc. i. 16. I fat. xl. 50. 
*1 hey that wait on the Lord jhall rcneu> their Jlrcrgtb, as 
they Jh all fend ufa or fpront out their feathers. 



14 di Paraphrase on 

Sect. 76. tJpon Mofeds requcft he clearly 

revealed to him the nature and 
Psalm manner of his dealings, hi9 genuine 
cui. 7. defigns and moft gracious difpo- 
fitions refpedting the children of 
IJraeL 

8 To the following purpofe it was 
proclaimed, and innumerable fadts 
have (hewed, that the Lord is 
the origin of all kind and good, 
the center of all tender affedlions : 
that as to his anger he reftrains it 
With an infinite patience and for¬ 
bearance: and as the moft plenti¬ 
ful (bowers do the grafs, he would 
choofe to encreafe and multiply 
all exhibitions of an extraordinary 
beneficence, all circumftances that 
tend to promote the moft perfect 
happinefs. 

9 He may fee it neceftary to 
corredt men’s faulty errors, and 
contend with them bv infliclin" 

J w 

Judgments, but when they refom, 
he will not always do this; neither 
will he with an eye of vengeance 
watch opportunities to (hoot ar¬ 
rows of indignation: not with an 
unrelenting rigour confine them 
to prifon, and guard it without re- 
lea ling them. 

10 There is no manner of propor¬ 
tion betwixt his greateft punifh- 
ments and our manifold tranf- 
grellicns: neither hath he render¬ 
ed evil and rrfifery to us in any 
degree like what we have commit¬ 
ted to deferve them. 

11 So much otherwife, that to the 
extent that the higheft heaven is 
above this earth, to that meafute 

hath 


the 

7. He made known 
his ways unto m 
Mofcs, his a£U ur.toi 
the children of Ifracl. 


8 . The Lord is 
merciful and graci¬ 
ous, flow to anger, 
and plenteous ilt 
mercy. 


9. He will not al¬ 
ways chide: neither 
will he keep his 
ai:ger for ever. 


10. He hath not 
dealt with us after 
our fins: nor re¬ 
warded us according 
to our iniquities. 


11. For as the 
heaven is high above 
the earth, fo great is 

hi* 


m Sec Exod. xxxiii. 13, 18. 
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his toward hath his inexprtrflible kindnefs pre- Sect. j6 . 

(| lC o^#6t fear him. vailed, and exceeded all the hopes 
j * <A his regular wo^fhippers and fin- 

4 cere ferlrants. 

^ i2. As far as the To an equal diftance as the eaft * 
eafl; is from the weft; is feparated from the well; fo far, 
fo far hath he re¬ 
moved our trail f- 



greflions from us.- 

1 3. Like as a fa¬ 
ther pitieth bis chil¬ 
dren, fo the Lord 
pitieth them that 
iear him. 


as to punifhing them, hath his • 
boundlefs mercy removed from 
us, and fully pardoned our for- 
faken and amended prevarications. 

And as to the afEi&ions of his *3 
dutiful off-fpring, the mod affec¬ 
tionate of earthly parents never 
weie more exquifitely fenfible of 
their children’s pain and grief, 1 ‘ 
than the good Lord hath appear¬ 
ed concerned to relieve them. 


14. For he know- 


1 . As fcr man 
his days art as graft: 
as a flower of the 

I 

eth. 


For as the potter knoweth the *4 
eth our frame: he re- clav of which his veil'd is formed, 
membereth that we he is perfectly acquainted \tfith the 
are dull. brittle materials whereof he hath 

fafhioned our mortal bodies: nei¬ 
ther does he forget, that however 
curious and wonderful the duft, 
yet it is only duff. 

As for man in this view of him, *5 
he is a miferable dying; creature: 

j w 

and his few and evil days may 
feld, fo he flouriih- p ro p er |y be compared to the fhort- 

lived herbage: as a tender fading 
flower which the field produces, 
which blows and a fhort time looks 
gay, fo does he <\ while flourifh. 

For the bhftirg wind in its 16 
violent motion only fweeps cr 
it is gone; and the brufhes it, and it withers; and 
place thereof fhall comC3 to nothing : even its place 
'cow it no more. B0 n -j 0re acknowledges fuch a 

pofletfor: fo foon dies all human 
glory, and fecular affairs loofe all 
fignification. 

17* But the mercy But happy for us the di vine be- 1 7 
of the Lord ii from ne £ ccnce ^ 0 t circumfuiibed by 
cvw : and 


16. For the wind 
paiieth over it, and 




A Paraphrase oh tie 


Sect. 76. and limited to a ftate of being of 
fuch remarkable brevity and frailty ; 

Psalm j s eternal, taking in the 

cm. 17. future exigence and enfuring the 
everlafling happinefs, after their 
mortal bodies are returned to dufl* 
of thofe who fear God and keep 
his commandments: and as to thofe 
they leave behind, if they maintain 
the fame character, his bounty ex¬ 
tends and his promifes fhall be ful¬ 
filled, conflicting their endlefs fe¬ 
licity to children’s children, even 
to all ages and generations. 

*8 His omnipotence and goodnefs 
fhall never fail, nor their felicity 
end, who are fcrupuloufly careful 
to perform the conditions where¬ 
upon he hath engaged them : or 
who diligently fludy and uniformly 
pradlife according to his precepts. 

*9 There undoubtedly remains a 
future retribution ; God’s throne 
for impartial judgment is erected 
in the heavens ; and his dominion 
over the univeife of being, fhall 
fubdue and finally triumph over 
whatever oppofes it. 

20 Let all men be filled with ad¬ 
miring thoughts of the great Je¬ 
hovah; not only men but do 
you likewife adore him* O ye his 
angels of an higher order and en¬ 
dued with nobler powers; who 
with pleafure execute his high com¬ 
mands, and are ever ready to go 
and come at his bidding. 

21 In your exalted department, 
acknowledge him, O ye winged 
armies or conflant guards, who 
attend upon his royal perfon, and 
perform with the utmoft ardour 
and alacrity whatever his fupreme 
pleafure afligns you. 


everlafting to eve’f- 
lafting upon them 
that fear him : and 
his righteoufnefs un¬ 
to children’s chil¬ 
dren : 


18. To fuch aj 
keep his covenant, 
and to thofe that re¬ 
member his com¬ 
mandments to do 
them. 


19. The Lord* 
hath prepared his 
throne in the hea¬ 
vens ; and his king¬ 
dom ruleth ever all. 


zo.Blefs theLoRP, 
ye his angels that 
excel in iirength, 
that do his com¬ 
mandments, heark¬ 
ening unto the voice 
of his word. 


21. Blefs ye the 
Lord, all ye his 
holts j e minilters of 
his that do his plea¬ 
fure. 


Comport 
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2? Rle/i Lord, Comport with the noblefl: views Sect. 77. 
all iiia works in all of his giving you being, thereby ’■v——^ 

plac«i his do- afcribing to the Lor d due honour, Psalm 
m u»^n: biefs the a ]| His produftions throughout his™* z ' 2 * 
to R D, O my foul. imnienfe territories; O be a£live 

every faculty and affection of my 
whole foul, to confefs and adore 
the all-perfe£t Being. 

PSALM CIV. SECT. LXXVII. 

The divine fupremc greatnefs an incentive to acknowledge 
and adore him . His attributes confpicuous in creating 
the heavens , earth and feas . In the prefervation of 
all things. On fome occafions in withdrawing his 
regard, afterwards in returning it. His glory eternal. 

< Tbe impenitent wicked to be dejhoyed . The author 
uncertain. 


Psalm civ. i. 


B Lefs the Lord, 
O my foul; O 
Lord my God, thou 
art very great, thou 
art clothed with 
honour and majefty. 


2 Who covered 
tbyfe/fw ith light as 
nA.it b a garment; who 
11 lhetchefi out the 
heavens like a cur¬ 
tain. 


Psalm civ. 1. 


B E aroufed every power of Sect. 77 - 
thought and man within m&, J 

and active to make honourable . ALM 
mention of the great original of all CIV “ 1 * 
things: O my rightful Owner and 
Creator, thou art aftonifhingly ex¬ 
cellent, exalted infinitely, and in 
every refpedl adequate, to the per¬ 
formance cf whatever is magni¬ 
ficent and glorious. 

Who in the primaeval furprizing 2 
work of light, as in a fpangled 
glittering robe fhroudeft thyfelf 
from human view: who furroundeft 
the earth with atmofphere or re- 


11 A probable allufion to the manner of their building 
houfes in the eaflern countries, round a court; in which up¬ 
on extraordinary occafions company is entertained ; being 
fpread with matts and carpets; and (heltered, otherwiJe 
being open, from the heat of the fun by a large umbrella or 
veil, which being expanded upon ropes reaching acrofs from 
< re fule of the top of the houfe to the other niay be folded 
01 unloldcd at pleafure. Sbaws Trav. p. 247, 

Vul.. IV. C 


gions 



jS 


A Paraphrase on the 


CIV. 2. 


Sect. 77. gions of air, as with a tedercanopy; 
—v—or curtains fo connected as to con- 
Psalm ftitute a pavilion or tabernacle. 

Who as laying firm with beams 

3 the upper (lories of the fky, by his 
wonderful agency fupporteth the 
unfteady fluid waters in thofe airy 
regions; who appointeth the col- 
hdtions thereof in clouds to be 
the flying chariots for his angels to 
ride in ; who di(patches thefe mini- 
fters with expedition, by the wing¬ 
ed winds as rolling wheels, on their 
rcfpe£live defoliations to ferve his 
mighty purpofes: 

4 Who haftenerh his attendant in¬ 
telligences to execute his important 
commands with the rapidity of the 
moft furious blafts or driving hur- 
ricanes: who infpireth his awful 
mefl'engers with a matchlefs vigour 
like the blazing meteor, the pene¬ 
trating light’ning or the roaring 
thunder: 

5 As to this habitable earth, who 
enabled for its (lability fuch laws, 
or as it were layed its ground-work 
upon fo folid a fupport, that with¬ 
out his peremptory order, itfhouid 
never be liable to be (hakeii or 
uii fettled. 

6 And yet once, when the imagi¬ 
nations of men’s hearts were alto¬ 
gether 


3. Who layeth the 
beams of his 0 chum¬ 
bers in the waters; 
who maketh the 
clouds his chariot; 
who walketh upon 
the wings of the 
wind: 


4. Who maketh 
his angels fpirits: his 
minillers a flaming 
fire: 


5. Who laid the 
foundations of the 
earth, that it (hould 
not be removed for 


ever. 


6. Thou coveredll 
it with the deep, as 
with 


0 Chambers , are fuppofed to allude to independent houfes 
the eaflerns have, annexed to the greater, confining of one 
. or two rooms and terrace above them. Sometimes they were 
built over the porch or gate-way; and had privy flairs into 
the porch or ftreer, by which they might pafs without giving 
the houfe any diflurbance. Their ufe was to lodge (gran¬ 
gers : and for the men to retire for devotion or diverfion. 
One of the rooms in thefe feparate houfes, among the Jews 
was wholly appropriated to the former, and called 
an upper room, Dan* vi. 10. Afls i, 13. Sec Shaw's Trai. 
<p. 2j3o. 
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•ui(b a garment: the gether evil, thou covered!! it by Sect. 77. 
water:. Hood above opening the profound aby fs, and ^^ 
the mo»i Dta i ns * didft as it were wrap or Twaddle it f >SALM 

with watry element as with a gar- C1V< bm 
ment: the deluge rofe and for Tome 
time remained above the higheft 
mountains. 


7. At thy rebuke 
they fled ; at the 
voice of thy thunder 
they haded away. 


8. They go up by 
the mountains; they 
go down by the val- 
lies unto the place 
which thou halt 
founded for them. 


At thy fovereign check, like men 7 
in imminent danger, the waters in- 
ftantly difperfed: no fooner was 
thy powerful voice of alarming 
thunder heard than they retreated 
in rufhing torrents with the utmoft 
precipitation. 

In this their diviflon or fepara- ® 
tion. Tome portions of them were 
made to afeend through fecret paf- 
fages to the height of lofty hills; 
others delcend by the valleys into 
proper receptacles provided, or 
channels cut out and determined 


for them. 

9. Thdu haft fet Their boundaries are fixed; and 9 
a bound that they finds reftrain or (bores fo limit 
may not pals over; them, that however they may 
that they turn not fometimes rage, they cannot go 

earth C ° VtT C ^ e beyond them, nor return to cover 

the earth or deluge the dry land. 

10. He fendeth According to the laws of the IO 
the fprings into the fame admirable providence, they are 
valleys, which run conveyed through fubterraneous 
among the hills. paflages and purified, fo as to break 

forth in the fweeteft fprings ; emp¬ 
tying themfelves into rivers that 
run in the valleys between the hills, 
and afford conftant fupplies. 

It. They givedrink Mankind are not only thus fur- 11 

to every beaft of the nifhed, but the whole brutal crca- 
ed. theP wild alfes t | on drink plentifully of rifreflung 
quenc t eir thirft. element: wild alfes from fandy 

C 2 defwt« ' 


p Travellers are faid to obferve the tracks of thefe crea* 
tures 1 a iaudy deferts and follow them in order to find 
water. 
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^ Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 77. deferts find fufficient to relieve their 
C..—v - ——* violent appetite, or alTuage their 
Psalm mo fl; eager thirft. 
civ. xi. ] n trecs growing near fountains 

12 or on the banks of rivers fhall the 
fowls of heavens build their reds; 
and among their boughs raife their 
fongs: after they have drank (train 
their warbling throats. 

13 That the higheft mountains want 
not moifture, he bedeweth them 
fom his upper (tories of exhaled 
vapours: fuch is his abundant kind 
provifion of fountains rains and 
rivers, that they are fufficient for 
all purpofes to every region of this 
inhabited world. 

J4 Hereby all climates are refrelhed, 
f om time to time invigorated, and 
the (hooting grafs produced for the 
cattle’s fupport, with numerous ve¬ 
getables for man’s accommodation: 
out of the fertile ground, duly cul¬ 
tivated, as out of an inexhauftible 
Aore houfe proceed all kinds of 
wholefome aliment. 

15 Particularly, the vine’s generous 
juice which exhilerateth man’s 
fpirits; the olive’s Toothing fruit 
which wonderfully enlivens his 
afpe£tand complexion; and bread- 
corn the great fupport of liis animal 
frame. 

>6 The foreft-trees which never 
employed any human (kill or pains 
to plant or cultivate them, yet 
grow and fiourifh : the cedars alio 
or pines of Lebanon , which nature 

alone 


12. By them fhall 
the fowls of the 
heaven have their 
habitation, which 
fing among the 
branches. 

13. He watereth 
the hills from his 
chambers: the earth 
is fatisfied with the 
fruit of thy works. 


14. He cauferh 
the grafs to grow 
for the cattle, and 
herb for the fervice 
of man, that he may 
bring forth food out 
of the earth. 


1$. And wine 
that maketh glad 
the heart of man, 
and oil to make 
his face to Ihine, 
and bread which 
llrengthencth man’s 
heart. 

16. The trecs of 
the Lord are ful! of 
Jap : the q cedars oft 
Lebanon which he 
hath planted. 


3 Celfus faith, that the tree properly called cedar , is ofi 
th t jumper kind arid bears berries: and that the cedar 
of Lebanon bears cones, and was therefore the abies or. 
fir-tree . 



Book ^Psalms. 21 

alone hath planted, and providence Sect. 77. 
maintained. 

,7. Where the In the branches whereof, the 
Mrdi make their fmaller birds as inftinft directs moll C1V * 
neifj: as for the artificially build their nefts: the 
flork, the fir-trees duteous ftork from the fameuniform 
sre her houfe. guidance fixes her refidence in the 

taileft firs or moft lofty cedars. 
i 3 .The high hills The barren parts of the earth 18 
are a refuge for the have their ufes, the acclivities of 
wild g6ats, and the exalted hills afford fhelter and fafety 
rocks tor the conies, to t ^ e flagged wild-goats, and the 

cavernous rocks to the mountain 


19. He appointeth 
the moon for fea- 
fons: the fun know- 
eth his going down. 


20. Thou makeft 
darknefs, and it is 
night: wherein all 
the beads of the 
foreft do creep forth: 


21. The young 
lions rore after their 
prey, and feek their 
meat Irom God. 


22. The fun a- 
rileth, they gather 
themfelves together, 
and lny them down 
in their dens. 


~ v Man goeth 
h rlh to his work, 

and 


mice. 

He hath fo conftituted the moon’s l 9 
regular increafe and decreafe, as 
thereby to dcterminecertainperiods 
of tranfient duration : and the fun is 
under an infallible direction when 
to fet upon our hemifphere. 

By the abfence of this grand 20 
luminary, thou makeft the dark 
nefs of night in due courfe come 
on ; when man retires to his dwel¬ 
ling ; and all the beafts of the foreft, 
that for the dread of him had con¬ 
fined themfelves, grow bold enough 
to venture forth. 

To procure fubfiftence, and 21 
fpread terror among the herds, 
young lions roar moft horribly; 
following natural inftinft for, and 
owing it to the laws of providence 
and the divine efpecial beneficence 
exclufive of all human fuccour. 

Therifing fun no lboner difperfes 22 
the fhades of night; than the prow¬ 
ling tribe congregate into one 
place, and betake themfelves to 
their refpeflive dens, to lie down 
and reft there. 

At the fame time, man born 3 
for labour iflues forth, in the fweat 

c 3 



2% . A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 77. of his brow to earn bis daily bread, 
V—-v"-—< at fome fecular calling: more par- 
• Psalm ticularly at agricultuie; plowing 
c>v. 23. an j f 0V ving, until the evening re¬ 
turns and invites his repofe. 

24 Eternal Architect, what multi¬ 
plicity and variety are there obvious 
in thy univerfal formations! Great 
Oeconomift, with what an admi¬ 
rable contrivance and unfearchable 
wifdom is the whole conduced ? 
All the habitable earth is moil 
richly ftored with thy poflefiions 
2nd the objects of thy conftant 
infpection. 

25 His certain property is this every 
way extended and moft capacious 

, ocean: which notwilhftanding its 

feeming uniformity is furprizingly 
diverfified foritsfeenes ofexiftence: 
wherein are numberlefs living felf- 
moving creatures: animals of a 
very diminutive fize and of the 
larged dimenfions. 

26 There as fo many floating caftles 
the freighted navies fail: there dwells 
that iea-monfter the enormous 
whale, which thou haft fo pro¬ 
duced and in all rcfpedls fortified, 
that he fports at large, derides all 
aflaults, and defies ail dangers. 

27 All thefc, as attentive expecting 
vaflals on a mighty Lord, wholly 
depend on the conftant care of thy 
immenfe providence: that they may 
be fcafonahly fupplied \yith food 


convenient for them. 

28 In proportion to thy kind diftri- 
bution, as into a ferip or bag they 
glean or gather: thou opened thine 
hand moft liberally, they colledt 
largely and enjoy the greateft 
plenty. 


and to his labour* 
until the evening. 


24. OLord, how 
manifold are thy 
works f in wifdom 
had thou made them 
all: the earth is full 
of thy riches. 


25. So is this great 
and wide fea, where¬ 
in are things creep¬ 
ing innumerable, 
both fmall and great 
bead. 


26. There go the 
fhips; there is that 
Leviathan, ivbcm 
thou had made to 
play therein. 


27. Thefe wait 
all upon thee : that 
thou mayeft give 
them their meat in 
due feafon. 

2S. That thou 
giveil them, they 
gather : thou open¬ 
ed thine hand, they 
are filled with good. 


As 
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20. Thou hideft As hiding thy face, thou fufpend- Sect. 77, 
chv Uce» they are eft the more gracious influences of 
ttoubfe^ : thou takeft thy providence, and a drought or Psai>m 
a c ^ e ^ r breath, famine early diftreffes them : thou CIV - 2 9 4 
they die, and return g at hereft to thyfelf their breath of 

90 c ^ e * r ‘ life, in dying agonies they expire, 

and return to their primitive earth 
and duft. 

30. Thou fended Thou exerteft thy creative pow- 3 9 
forth thy fpirit, they er, or difpatchcft thy all enlivening 
are created: and fpirit, a new generation fucceeds 
thou renewed the their place: and frefh life and 
face of the earth. vigour, like the verdure of fpring, 

, is reftored to the whole vifible 

creation, 

31. The glory of Throughout all duration affairs 3 1 

the Lord lhall en- {hall be fo conducted as redounds 

dure for ever: the to God's glory, and difplays his 

Lord lhall rejoice wifdom power and goodnefs: with 

in his works. a peculiar complacency the Al¬ 

mighty at firft declared his works 
to be exceeding good, and thofe of 
them which anfwer his purpofe 
and are conformable to his precepts, 
will always be acceptable to hijn. 

3?. He looketh If they do otherwife they cannot 32 
on the earth, and it but be in the greateft danger from 
trcmbleth: he touch- his terrible difplcafure, for he only 
eth the hills and they looketh with indignation on the 
frooke. foliJ earth, and it forthwith trem¬ 

bles : With an hoftile hand touch* 
eth the afpiring hills, and they in* 
ftamly rife in fnicaky columns. 

’Tis my determined purpofe to 33 
the fartheft term of life to ferve 
God, and fing to his honour: 
will fing praiCe unto while being reafon and voice remain, 
niy o , w 1 e j n t } ie mo {* compofuions I 

b will celebrate his praifes. 

34. My medita- As a mixture of the moft fuit- 34 
(ion on him ftiall be a ble ingredients to the palate, fo 

ucct Iwillbeglad acceptable and entertaining lhall 
m the Lord. , , i r • 

my enlargement be on the divine 

C 4 ' attributes 


33. I will fing 
unto the Lord as 
long as I live: I 



24 . 


A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 77- attributes and praifes: the exercifes 
1 of virtue and piety will always 

Psalm gj ve me f ^ e ^jgheft pleafure. 
civ. 34. Let f inners w y, 0 are impenitent 
^ and infenfible to all arguments for 
godlinefs, be extirpated from the 
earth : and fuch as make no differ¬ 
ence betwixt right or wrong virtue 
or vice utterly perifh. For my 
part, I do acknowledge and adore 
the Almighty : do you likewife all 
ye people join me, and aferibe to 
him all poffible homage. 


35. Let the fin¬ 
ners 1 be confumed 
out of the earth, and 
let the wicked be 
no more : blefs thou 
the Lord, O ray 
foul. Praife ye the 
Lord- 


P S A L M CV. SECT. LXXVIII. 

Exhortation to commemorate God 's wonderful works. 
His grant of favour to the patriarchs aud their de¬ 
fendants. His proteSlion of them. A Jketch of Jofeph’s- 
hiJJory. The Ifraelite’s removal into Egypr. Hard- 
ftps. Deliverance . Settlement in the land of Canaan. 
The former part compofed by David, and delivered t§ 
Afaph. 1 Chron. xvi. 8. 


Psalm xv. i. 


Psalm cv. i . 


Sect. 78. 



2 


O N all accounts fhew gratitude, 
O aflembled Ifraelites , to 
your greatefl benefactor, the moft 
bountiful Jehovah: diftinguifli 
from all rival gods, his perfections 
and providence: and even in the 
prefence of heathens who difown 
him, announce thofe performances 
in our favour, which are the plain 
proofs of his exigence and undeni¬ 
able effeCts of his Omnipotence. 

Sing pfilms of praife, celebrate 
him wuh tuneful voices in the 
jioblcft compo fit ions: in your ordi¬ 
nary difcoui fc freely enlarge on the 
wonders of his power and wifJom. 


O Give thanks 
untotheLord; 
call upon his name: 
make known his 
deeds among the 
people. 


2 . Sing unto him, 
fing plaints untq 
him: talk ye cf all 
his wondrous works. 


Elevate 



4* Seek the Lord, 
^nd his ftrength: 
feek his face ever¬ 


more. 


Book of Psalms. 

3. Glory ye in Elevate,to the utmoft your con-S ect. 78. 

his holy name: let ceptions of the divine moral attri- 
the °f t^ 111 butes, as what he peculiarly glories Psalm 
rejoice that feek the j n an( j y OU ma y entirely rely on: let cv * 3 * 
L® rd ‘ them enjoy a perpetual ferenity and 

fatisfa&ion, who by contemplating 
and imitating thefc, defire and en¬ 
deavour to obtain God’s favour. 

Addrefs conftantly your homage 4 
to the eternal Deity, and to the 
ark of his covenant whereby he has 
fo frequently ftrengthened you that 
be will always do it, to vanquifh 
your enemies: ever aim by a man¬ 
ly and rational virtue and piety to 
fecure his kind regard. 

Make grateful and honourable 5 
marvellous works mention of the aftonifhing works 
that he hath done; that he hath performed: his mira- 
bis wonders, and the cles which have given fandlion to 
judgments <?f his his admonitions and precepts; and 
^ out ^ • the awful judgments which he hath 

pronounced and executed. 

6. O ye feed of Seiioufly attend to thefe, O ye ^ 
Abraham his ter- defendants from faithful Abraham; 
vant, yc children of ye poftcrity of Jacob , whom he 


5. Remember his 


|acob his choicn. 


7. He is the Lord 
our God: his judg- 


hath felefted out of all the world 
to become his people, the depofi- 
taries of true religion, and diilin- 
guifhed for national privileges. 

The fovercign Lord of the 7 
whole creation, by virtue of an 


earth. 


merits are in all the efpecial grant is peculiarly related 

to our beloved nation: his inter- 
pofitions in our favour, and to the 
overthrow of our enemies, whofc 
jurifdi&ion is unlimited, are every¬ 
where known and fpoken of. 

It hath appeared that he re- 8 
membered the grant or promife as 
venant for ever, the one which fhould never be revoked : 
word which he com- declaration, agreeable to ns 

man e to a thou- ^ cnour conftituted to remain firm 
fand generations. , j 


8. He hath re¬ 
membered his co- 
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Sect. 78. and unalterable through a thoufand 
' generations even to the end of 
Psalm time. 

cv * Which he primarily engaged to 

9 » 10 > u * Abraham ; with the folemnity of 
an oath allured unto lfaac\ and 
further ratified to "Jacob , to be 
entered upon record, as a (landing 
ordinance, for the benefit of the 
children of Ifrael , which no re¬ 
volving yearsfhould alter: exprefsly 
declaring to them one after an¬ 
other,— the fame as if I now gave 
it, have I defigned and will give 
you the land of Canaan: as if it 
was meafurcd out by lines, it is 
fully determined to be afiigned you 
to poflefs or by feparate portions 
inherit it. 

12 Remarkable in this event, it was 
pofitively infured at a time when 
there was the lead human probabi¬ 
lity of its ever-happening; their 
numbers were fo inconfiderable: 
they were an exceeding fmall body; 
unconnected with the reft of the 
world, and almoft deftitute of a 
fettled habitation. 

13 When they continued in no one 
place long enough to gain a firm 
footing; but were perpetually tranf- 
ferring themfelves from nation to 
nation, from kingdom to kingdom. 

14. In this precarious wandering 
fituation, his providence never de- 
ferted, fo that any man bore hard 
on them with impunity: he con¬ 
vinced even the kings Abimclecb 
and Pharaoh of their rafhnefs and 
errour, or (hewed them their faults 
touching his fervants. 

*5 Giving them fufficient intima¬ 
tions, that it was at their own 

peril. 


9» 10, and it. 
Which covenant he 
made with Abra¬ 
ham, and his oath 
unto Ifaac; And 
confirmed the fame 
unto Jacob for a 
law, and to Ifrael 
for an everlafting 
covenant; Saying, 
unto thee will I give 
the land of Canaan, 
the lot of your inhe¬ 
ritance. 


1 2. When they 
were but a few men 
in number; yea, very 
few and ftr angers 
iu it: 


13. When they 
w'ent from one na¬ 
tion to another, from 
one kingdom to an¬ 
other people; 

14. He fuffered 
no man to do them 
wrong : yea, he re¬ 
proved kings for 
their fakes; 


13. Sayings Touch 
not mine auointed, 

and 



jj . He Tent a man 
before them, even 
Joleph, *who was 
fold for a fervanti 


Book of Psalms. , 27 

and do prophets peril, if they reached out an hortile Sect. 78. 
do hai®* arm againll their perfons, which s r*** 

were facred as thofe of princes: or Psalm 
gave uneafinefs and vexation to cv,, S* 
prophets, whofe peace and fafety 
fhould be inviolable. 

16. Moreover, he Again, he bid a famine rage in >6 
called for a famine the land of Canaan , they were 
upon the land: he diverted as of fupport by a broken 
brake the whole ftafF ftafF, of the principal article of 
of bread. neceflary fuHenance, by a fcarcity 

of bread-corn. 

To provide his people againrt, 17 
or fuccour them under this calami¬ 
ty, he difpatched previous to it a 
man of their own family, to a 
foreign country, to be in readinefs 
to fupply them with corn when 
they had occafion: viz, Jacob's 
fon Jofeph , whom his envious 
brethren fold for a Have to the 
JJhmaelites. 

Who was purchafed by the E- iS 
they hurt with fet- gyptians , and for refifting the vile 
ters: he was laid in folicitations of his adulterous mif- 
iion : trefs, falfely accufed ; imprifoncd 

and his feet or legs opprefled with 
heavy fetters : even with iron 
chains which penetrated deep or 
were excefiively painful and grie¬ 
vous. 

19. Until the time And continued in that rtate of *9 

that his word came: mifery, until the time that it hap- 
the word of the pened axaftly as he had fpoken: 

fome unforefeen events were com¬ 
municated in dreams: he explained 
thefe: the fa£ls anfwered, and x 
fhewed him to be an extraordinary 
perfon and cleared his chara£ler 
from all imputations. 

The king of Egypt being advifed 20 
of fent for him j approved his inter- 
even % p re tat ion 

r jL oofcd, Heb. made him fleip, or leap with a fuddcA 
ff ringing motion. Gq free —opeued the door. 


i8, Whofe feet 


Lord tried him. 


20.The king fent 
and r loofed him; 
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even the ruler of the 
people, and let him 
go free. 


Sect. yS.pretation and difcharged him from 
prifon: the fupreme governour 
Psalm himfelfon his own account opened 
cv. 20. p r jf on doors. 

21 He moreover advanced him to 
the higheft office in his court, and 
the principal direction or admi- 
niflration of affairs throughout his 
kingdom. 

12 To that degree of authority, that 
he was only accountable to his 
royal maftcr, though at pleafure 
he infli&ed punifhments on chiefs, 
didlated to fenators, or inftru&ed 
judges. 

23 His father Jfrael being invited 
by Pharaoh , removed with his 
family into Egypt; and the plain 
man Jacob had affigned him to 
fojourn in, feparate from the na¬ 
tives, a moft valuable part of that 
fertile country, fliled Mifraim from 
its original founder the fon of Elam, 

24 In which happy fituation, hea¬ 
ven’s bleffing early increafed the 
beloved people to a number almoft 
incredible: and whofc ever envy or 
jealoufy might be excited thereby, 
vet they were able to defend them- 
felves. 

25 Their enemies’s apprehenfive 
fears foon grew into a fettled ha¬ 
tred ; and what they could not 
effect by force, they endeavoured 
by artful defigns formed to deceive 
and fubvert them. 

26 When their oppreffions were 
heightened fo as to become quite 
intolerable, he appointed his fer- 
vant Mofes , his meffenger to Pha¬ 
raoh ; 


21. He made him 
s Lord of his houfe, 
and ruler of all his 
fubftance. 

22. To bind his 
princes at his plea¬ 
fure: and teach his 
fenators wifdom. 


23. Ifrael alfo 
came into Egypt; 
and Jacob fojourned 
in the land of Ham. 


24. And he in¬ 
creafed his people 
greatly, and made 
them ftronger than 
their enemies. 


25. He turned 
their heart to hate 
his people, to deal 
fubtilly with his 
fervants. 


26. He fent Mofes 
his fervant; and 
Aaron whom he had 
chofcn. 


s The particular departments feem to be, Lord-cham¬ 
berlain of the houihold and Lord of the treafury, or Chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer. 



They fhewed 
Jjjs figns among 
them, and wonders 
in the land of Ham, 


28. He fent dark- 
nefs, and made it 
dark ; and they re¬ 
belled not againft 
his word. 


29. He turned 
their waters into 
blood and flew their 

filh. 


Bod. of P S A L MS. 29 

raoh\ and Aaron whom he felefted Sect 78, 
to join him in the embafly. ^ ^— J 

Which when it was ieje£ied, by ^ 3ALM 
divine order they proceeded to ex- cv * 2 ^> 2 7* 
hibit a feries’ of extraordinary 
works; and prodigies of power in 
confirmation of their commiflion, 
enough to ftrike with terror the 
land of Ham. 

In the courfe of calamities hez8 
fentdarknefs, and all things were ir*- 
ftantly involved in the thickefl pal¬ 
pable obfcurity: whatever danger 
they were in from the haughty 
monarch’s flrongeft refentment; 

Mofes and Aaron difobeyed not, but 
punctually executed the divine 
mandates, and the event as punc¬ 
tually followed. 

Antecedent to this, he had fmit- 2 9 
ten their waters with Aarons rod, 
and converted them into blood; fo 
that all the fifh in the river died. 


30. Their land At giving the like fignal frogs fo 3 ° 
brought forth «frogs multiplied that the whole land was 

in abundance, in the covered with them ; neither were 
chambers of their t ji e i r king's rooms of retirement 
kin S s * free from their croaking numbers, 

31. He fpake, and Again he commanded and tha 3 1 
there came divers plague of dog-flies immediately 
forts of flies, and u followed, after the flicking vermin 
liceinall theircoafls. ij ce had jnfefled all their country. 

32. He gave them Inflead of gentle drops of ferti- 3 2 
hnil for rain, and lizing rain, he made the clouds 
flaming fire in their defeend in heavy fhowers of rattling 

hail, intermixed with flaming fire 

or 


1 Some naturalifts place thefe among mixed animals, par¬ 
taking of bead partly, and partly of fifli : and there is faid 
to be a (mall-green frog that perches on trees and is .veno¬ 
mous. 

u Lice, their name Bochart derives from the fteadinefs 
with which they adhere to the human body. 
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Sect. 78. or blazing lightening ; which con- 

' fumed the profits of their ground. 

Psalm Their vines likewife felt the 
cv.32,33. f U( Jden fatal blow, and their fig- 
trees : as an earthen veffel is broken, 
or (hip fplit ag2ind the rocks, fuch 
deftruCion happened from his tem¬ 
ped among the unfheltered trees in 
their borders. 

34, 33 He farther iffued out orders, and 
armies of multiplying locufts ap¬ 
peared in array; alfo innumerable 
of the mod voracious fpecies -of 
them: which eat up the remaining 
herbage; even devoured or fpoiled 
the whole produce of the land. 

36 To (hut up the tragic feene, in 
one difmal night he dew all the 
firft born, both of man and bead 
throughout the kingdom ; the mod 
valuable healthy and vigorous of 
their men, herds, and flocks. 

37 This procured their difmifllon, 
and their departure whs fo con¬ 
duced as to be accompanied with 
Egyptian riches, jewels, gold and 
filver: further, notwithflanding 
their numbers'hardfhips and fud- 
dennefs of removal, not an indi¬ 
vidual dayed behind through fick- 
nefs, age, or infirmity. 

38 As obdinately as they had op- 
pofed it, all Egypt exp re lied a ge¬ 
neral fatisfaCion in their quitting 
that country ; for this lad calamity 
efpecially had thrown them into the 
utmoft confternation: if they per- 
fided to detain them, they firmly 

believed, 


33r-Hefmote their 
vines all®, and theif 
fig-trees, and brake 
the trees of their 
coafts. 


34 and 33. He 
fpake,and thelocufU 
came, and ' v cater¬ 
pillars, and that 
without number, 
And did eat up all the 
herbs in their land, 
and devoured the 
fruit of their ground. 

36 Hefmotealfo 
all the firft-born in 
their land, the chief 
of all their itrength. 

37. He brought 
them forth alfo with 
filver and gold: and 
there r was not one 
feeble perfon among 
their tribes. 


38. Egypt waa 
glad when they de¬ 
parted j for the fear 
of them fell upon 
them. 


w Caterpillar. The fcarab^m erboreus , or hedge Chafer # 
a fpecies of locufts, fo called from its gnawing of herbage 
and trees. Vid. Boch. Hieroz . L. IV. C. II. p. 434. Pbilof 
7ranf No. 234. p. 741. 
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believed, they mud all likewife Sect. 78. 
perifh. P “V 

• ^ JJefprcad a* Their marches in the wildernefc Psalm 

c)ou^^® ra covering; were fcreened from fcorching heat cv> 3 ®> 39 * 
and Are to give light and p Ur f mn g 

foes, with a thick 
io the night. cloud Tpread over them in the day¬ 

time; and guided by a pillar of fire 
in the night. 

ip.The people afkcd, They afked him to T give animal 4 ® 

and he brought food, and he brought in the greateft 
quails; and fatished plenty to their tent doors the de- 
them with the bread Jicious quails; and in fhowers of 
of heaven. manna gave them to fatiety of the 

bread of heaven. 

41. He opened the When they repined for want of 41 

rock, and the waters water, by Mofes's wand he open- 
gufhed out; they ran ed the flinty rock, and it iflued 
in the dry places forth in the larged quantity: it 
like a river. flowed in the barren defart like a 

ftrong current or full river, 

42. For he remem- For he was never unmindful of 4 2 

bered his holy pro- his facred and inviolable engage- 
mile, and Abraham ment, and of his faithful fervant 
his fervant. Abraham . 

43 And he brought ' Wherefore he brought his pecu- 43 
forth his people with liar people out of a miferable fervi- 
joy, o-d Ins chofen tude with joy ; and thofe whom he 
with gladncls: had felcdfed from the red of man¬ 

kind, with (homing and Tinging: 

And 

y Shir vj obferves concerning this country, that there are 
not any pallures covered with flocks in it, nor valleys en¬ 
riched with corn : no olive-yards or vineyards: but the 
whole is a defolate lonefome wilderncfs, only diverfified by 
fandy plains and mountains, formed of naked rocks and 
craggy precipices,— never except fometimes at the equi¬ 
noxes, refrelhed with rains; the few hardy vegetables pro¬ 
duced there are Ihrunk by a perpetual drought, and the 
dc ws of the night are in a manner rendered infufficient for 
the purpofes of vegetation, by the fcorching heat of the fun 
in the day : the intenfe cold of the one, and the heat of the 
other clearly account fox the provifion of providence in 
fpreading over the Ifraelites , a cloud to be a covering by 
c ay, and fire to give, light [and heat] in the nlght-feafon. 
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Psalm 
cv. 44. 


45 
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And as lie had promifed, gave 
the pofterity of that patriarch the 
heathen lands to poflefs: they en¬ 
joyed as their rightful property 
what had employed the labour of 
the feven nations to cultivate and 
improve it. 

With this view ultimately, that 
they might duly obferve his pofitive 
inflitutions, and keep inviolate his 
ftanding laws of univerfal righ- 
teoufnefs. Afcribe to the Lord 
everlafling praifes. 


44. And gave 
them the lands of 
the heathen; and 
they inherited the 
labonrof the people. 


45. That they 
might obferve his 
ftatutes, and keep 
his laws. Praife ye 
the Lord. 


PSALM CVL SECT. LXXIX. 

TJ bankfgiving man's duty , and obedience his ' happinefs . 
InterceJJion for national profperity. Confejfion of fns. 
Commemoration of mercies . Provocations and their 
chajlifement . The divine lenity . Prayer for fabla¬ 
tion. The author fuppofed to be David. See I Chron. 
xvi. 7, 36, 37- The title , praife the Lord: Placed 
in this and feveral other pfalms in the text, as the 
firjl claufe . 


Psalm cvi. 1. 


Psalm cvi. 1. 



Sect. 79. TV/TANIFEST becoming ap- 
J-T X prehenfionsof the ever- blefTed 
Deity and unfeigned gratitude to 
him ; for he certainly employs all 
his attributes to the glorious pur- 
pofes of a difinterefted goodnefs; 
his liberality and mercy are im¬ 
mutable unbounded and everlafting. 

Who can elevate his conceptions, 
or form fuiuble exprcllions to dif- 
courfe on the fublimeft of fubjc£ls 
even the divine excellencies? What 
mortal eloquence declare the num- 
berlefs inftanccs of his fuperinten- 
dency and direction, which infer 
obligation and richly merit the 
higheft praifes. 


P R A 1 SEye the 
Lord, O give 
thanks unto the 
Lord; for he is 
good; for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 


2. Who can utter 
the mighty a<fh of 
the Lord? nxho can 
fhew forth all his 
praife ? 


In 



uaiCi- 


4. Rememberme, 
O Lord, with the 


Bdok of Psalms.* 3 j 

3. EldVcd tf^/they In the mod proper way of doing Sect. 79^ 
th.it keep judgment: him honour, and edablifhing their 
*nj he that doeth own happinefs, are they who take P SALM 
;ighr«&uf ne f s sh the utmoft care by the conftant cv ** 3 * 

tenour of their obedience never to 
provoke him to punidi them; and 
the truly good man who an all oc- 
cafions adb as integrity and bene¬ 
volence dictate. 

This I hope is my fincere endea- 4 
vour: and I humbly intreat, O 
favour that thou Almighty God, that thou Would’ft/ 
bearejl unto thy peo- no t forget me in thy diftribtftive 
pl^ O vifit me with favdurs intended for ar.-d promifed 
£ ) a vation. to thy beloved people: let my fafe- 

ty and welfare be thy peculiar care 
in the mod important deliverance, 
or the great falvation. 

5. That I may That I may be a ejad fpeftator 5 
fee the good of thy 0 f the profperity of thy fele£I and 
chbTen, that I tnay nobly privileged people: that I may 

be fo happy to bear a part in the 
pubiick rejoicings of thy favourite 
nation; that I may exult and tri¬ 
umph mod glorioufly in company 
with the blefi'ed inhabitants of that 
land which is peculiarly thy he- 


rejoice m the glad- 
nefs of thy nation, 
that I may glory 
with thine inherit¬ 


ance, 


6. We have finned 
with our fathers: we 
have committed ini¬ 
quity, wc havedoric 
wickedly. 


7. Our fathers 
undcrllood not thy 
wonders in Egypt; 
they remembered 

not 


nta*»e. 

Previoufiy, alas ! to our rea- 6 
fonably expecting this mod defera¬ 
ble date of things, a reformation 
mud be fet on foot; for like our 
rebellious ancedors we have de¬ 
viated from God’s laws: in the 
plained cafes of duty and virtue 
have wilfully erred : our grievous 
enormities have thrown every thing 
into confufion. 

Our unthinking forefathers did 7 
not duly attend to the important 
meaning of the mod aftonifhing 
dilplays of providence in the land 
of Egypt: they reflated not on fo 
D at 


Vol.IV. 
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Sect. 79- as to improve a feries of the molt not ths multitude 
diftinguifhed favours-, but with of tby mercies, bat 
Psalm their diffidence and . repining pro- provoked him at the 
xcvi.6,- 7. vo k e( j his difpleafure near the fea ; at the Red- 

even near the ever-memorable ea * 


Red-fea. 

S As to themfelves they were ut¬ 
terly unworthy, yet he wrought 
out their deliverance, for the fake 
of the honour of his own perfe&ion 
and providence, and that his Omni¬ 
potence might be manifeft to the 
convi&ion of all the world. 

g As its fovereign controller he 
gave one fevere check to the un¬ 
ruly element of the Red-fea, and 
it inflantly left the channel dry: 
whereby he conducted them on as 
firm a bottom through the deepeft 
parts of it, as if they had travelled 
in a fandy defert. 

10 And in this wonderful manner 
refeued them from the formidable 
power and implacable refentment 
of haughty Pharaoh , and his nume¬ 
rous hoft, who purfued them: and 
delivered them ftom the danger of 
bondage or deftruclion wherewith 
the enemy threat’ned them. 

11 The waters returned upon and 
overwhelmed the Egyptians: nei¬ 
ther being able to proceed nor re¬ 
treat, not an individual furvived 
the rafh enterprize the fatal ca- 
taflrophe. 

12 They could not then doubt 
their own miraculous prefervation; 
they were fully fatished that the 
divine taithfulnefs might be de¬ 
pended on: and on the oppofite 
iliand joined Mofes in a devout 
fong of grateful triumph. 


8. Neverthelefs, 
he faved them for 
his name’s fake, that 
he might make his 
mighty power to be 
known. 

9. He rebuked 
the Red-feaalfo, and 
it was dried up : fo 
he led them through 
the depths, as thro* 
the wildernefs. 


10. And he faved 
them from the hand 
of him that hated 
them, and redeemed 
them from the hand 
of the enemy. 


11. And the waters 
covered their ene¬ 
mies : there was not 
one of them left. 

i' 

12. Then believed 
they his words; they 
fang his praife. 


Their 



formic 

o 
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Th<y foon Their wonder and convi&ion Sect. 
fcfa worts; were fhort lived: they relapfed to*V 
*1 k wilted not for their ufual difeontents, and forgat ^ SA 
' , coanfel: t0 3 jj p ur p 0 f es his mighty works, cv *- 1 

as if they had never feen them: 
they were too hafty and impatient 
to be refigned to the Almighty’s 
direction, and acquiefze as to the 


manner, or wait the time of his 


fupplying their wants. 

14 But lulled ex- But longed mod inordinately 14 
ceedingly in thewil- for flefh-meat in the wildcrnefs j 
dernefs, and tempt- and in that vaft folitude, according 

to their own extravagant humours 
preferibed to providence, and re¬ 
quired experiments of divine Omni¬ 
potence. 

To fatisfy them what he was 
able to do, he anfwercd their impor- 


ed God in the de 
fert. 


15. And he gave 
them their requeft; 


but Tent y leannefs tuna t e anc j exceeded their utmoft 


into their foul. 


r6. They envied 
Moles alio in the 
camp, ami Aaron 
the faint of the 
Lord, 

17. The earth 
opened, and fwal- 


wifhes; but to fhew that he was 
difplcafed, the delicious food did 
not ftrengthen, and an emaciating 
difeafe (lew the moft athletick and 
choice of them. 

Again, a fpirit of envy and ^ 
mutiny prevailed through the camp 
againft their leader Mofes\ and 
againft far on feparated by divine 
appointment to the priefthcod. 

This growing confpiracy fed)- *7 
tion or emulation was quite into- 


ram. 


, P , . ’ lerable, and to fupprefs it the nng- 

and covered the , , c , r , , n n 

c a 1 * leaders fell by an unuiual and molt 
company of Abi- . . 7 . 

terrible judgment; the earth open¬ 
ed wide, as it were a gaping mouth, 
and fwallowed down Dathan\ and 
Ihut in upon or overwhelmed 
Ahiram and his accomplices. 

D 2 And 


hr 


Some render, thinnefs into their life, or in amiefft their 
others by a difference in the-reading, naufeating into 
tit >■ foul Probably, fome dift^mper the effe<5ftof*thh dter, 
or their fuileuing upon it, rendered it fatal to them. 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 79. And a fire was kindled in order 
to confume the whole band of re- 
Psalm volters; the flame rofe to the ut- 
cvl * l ®* moft violence and deftroyed the 
two hundred and fifty prefumptuous 
and ungodly men who offered in- 
cenfe. 

19 Again, near tfie mount Horeb 
they were to that degree ftupid and 
infatuated, as to caufe to be form¬ 
ed, for a fymbol of the true God, 
a golden young bull; and they 
made a facrifical feafl in honour of 
the image which the founder had 
caft out of liquid metal. 

20 Thus with equal folly and im¬ 
piety they fubftituted in the room 
of the incorruptible and Eternal 
Deity, of whom they had been 
favoured with fuch glorious mani- 
feftations and to whom they owed 
every thing that diftinguifhed or 
exalted them, the fenfelefs figure, 
or grovelling Chocking reprefen ta- 
tion of a meer-animai and witlefs 
ox or bull, which is fupported by 
eating grafs. 

21 Such negle£t and entire contempt 
did they throw upon the moft high 
God, their deliverer and preferver: 
who had evinced his own fupre- 
macy in their aftonifhing redemp¬ 
tion from Egyptian bondage. 

No 


18. And a fire wa« 
kindled in their 
company ; the flame 
burnt up the wicked. 


19. They made a 
* calf in Horeb, 
and worlhipped the 
moulten image. 


20. Thus they 
changed their glory 
into the fimilitude 
of an ox that eateth 
grafs. 


2 it They forgat 
God their faviour, 
which had done 
great things in E- 
gypt; 


* Setters reckons this an imitation of that golden ox that 
reprefented Ofiris - y for the Egyptians had a mighty venera¬ 
tion for the river Nile, called in Hebrew Sicbor [from whence 
came Sins, and for the dog-ftar [called bins iikevvife] ac 
whofe riling the river began to fmeir; and for the fun 
[which was principally intended by this name] to whom 
both the bull called apis at Heliopolis , and the ox at Memphis 
were folemnly confecrated. De Dis Sjris Synt. 1. C. 4. 
Lew. Heb* Antiq* Vol, III, p. 34. 38. 



the breach : to turn 
away his wrath, left 
he Ihould deftroy 
them. 


24. Yea, they 


Book of Psalms. 37 

2^. Wondrous No lefs power than that of an SecT. 79. 
works in land Omnipotent Being could effeft the v— 
oflUun.Wterrible ftupendous feenes performed in the Psalm 
things by the Red- j an( j^ formerly Harris territory, and cv *- 22 - 

dreadful works upon the Red-fea. 

23. Therefore he He was once fo exafperated with 23 
faid that he would a moil daring infult, as to declare 
deftroy them, had that he would utterly deftroy them; 
not Mofes his chofen anc ] by f ome exterminating judg- 
ftood before him m ment f u( ]denly overtaking them, 

had doubtlefs efredted it; had not 
Mofes , as it were ftanding in a 
breach, interpofed by the moft 
ardent interceflious, to avert his 
wrath and prevent their ruin. 

On account of difagreeable re- 24 
aefpifed the pleafant ports, or through defpair of ever 
land, they believed enjoying it, they actually threw 
not his word, contempt upon the moft fertile and 

pleafant of countries; they fo far 
diferedited the divine promife, as 
to be willing to ceafe all further 
attempts to poflefs it. 

25. But murmured Inftead of refolute vigorous ac- 25 
in their tents, and tion, they muttered in their tents, 
hearkened not unto their unreasonable difgufts; and 
the voice of the rat h er than g Q forward as the 

Lord commanded, were for 
making a captain and returning 
into Egypt . 

Provoked with this, and num- z6 
s lifted up his hand berlefs other inftances of a moft 
aaainft them to b awkward and perverfe carriage, he 

at length obliged himfelf with the 
folemnity of an oath, refpe&ing 
that generation, that they fhould 
all die of one calamity or other 
in the wildernefs. 

That their off-fpring likewife, 27 
(if this part had not been mitigated 
mung the nations, a t Mofes' s requeft) fhould fall 

and D ^ 


Lord. 


26. Therefore he 


overthrow them in 
the wildernefi: 


27. To overthrow 
their feed alfo a- 


among 


Lifted up bis hand, the ufual form of fwearing* 
k Sec Numb. xiv. 28 and 29. 



3S A Paraphrase on tb,e 

Sect. 79. among heathen nations; and as and to fcatter them 
; ch?ff is fcattered with the wind, in the lands. 

Psalm be difperfed into different quarters, 
cvi. 27. Their unfteadincfs and wan- 28. They " joined 
tonnefs of folly farther appeared, by themfelves aho unto 
their joining in the worlbip of the Baal-peor, and eat 
jdpl God of the Moabites ; and par- the facrifices of the 

taking of the facrifices which were dead ' 
offered to the manes of deified de- 


ceafcd heroes. 

29 Thus they feemed to have con¬ 
trived, all in their power, with 
the vilefl infults of horrid idolatry, 
to ropze his indignation: the effe£t 
whereof they at length felt, in a 
raging peflilence which fhortly 
fwept away four and twenty thou- 
fand. 

39 Then Phinchas flood up in vin¬ 
dication of the laws of virtue and 
piety; and mod effe&ually propi¬ 
tiated for their growing violation, 
by an immediate fignal punilhment 
executed on the offenders: where¬ 


29. Thus they 
provoked him to an¬ 
ger with their in¬ 
ventions : and the 
plague brake in up¬ 
on them. 


30. Then flood 
up Phinchas, and 
executed judgment: 
and fo the plague 
was flayed. 


by the epidemical terrible difeafe 
was flopt. 

31 And that extraordinary proce¬ 
dure in thofe peculiar circum- 
flances, was placed to his account 

as 


31. And that was 
Counted unto hint 
for righteoufncfs un- 

tQ 


c Mridge interprets, they joined hand in hand , dancing round 
the idol, perhaps male and female alternately; after which 
the partners might commit real lewdnefs together as part 
of the ceremony. Scldcn fuppofes that BaalPeor , Pkeor or 
Phcgor is tlie fame with Pluto : and by thofe facrifices are 
meant fuch as were offered to infernal Gods. Others by 
dead underftand the Gods that were taken from among 
men; for the heathens themfelves confefled that moft of 
their deities had been mortals who lived upon earth. How- 
ever/all 'Jewifi tradition confirms, that this idol was an obfeene 
Deity, vvhofe figure and the manner of worfhipping it were 
filthy and abominable; grounded on Ho/ea ix 10. Some¬ 
thing like the Roman Priapus , called Agricola by Tibullus 
and Ovid. Vid. 6eld. Synt. prim. C. 5 . Lei 1 .', lleb. Anh‘±. 
y, m. p. 70. 
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to all generations 
for evermore. 


j2. They angred 
him alfo at the wa¬ 
ters of ftrife, fo that 
it went ill with Mo- 
fes for their fakes ; 


33. Bccaufe they 
provoked his fpirit, 
Jo that he fpake un- 
ad vifedly with his 
lips. 

3^.. They did not 
deltroy the nations, 
concerning whom 
the Lord com¬ 
manded them. 

35. Bat were 
mingled among the 
hcatnen,and learned 
their works. 


36. And they ferved 
their idols: which 
were a fnare unto 
them. 


37. Yea, they fa- 
crificed their fons 
anil their daughters 
unto devils. 


as a rewardable a£f; or an ever Se 
memorable inftance of genuine*— 
true zeal: and worthy to entail ^ 
on him and his pofterity a perpetual CV1 - 
priefthood. 

Antecedent hereto, they had 32 
highly difpleafed him at the waters 
of Meribah or contention; where 
they debated with, and provoked 
even the meek fpirit of Mofes y to 
give way to impatience and be 
guilty of a tranfport of paflion, for 
which he greatly fuffered. 

Their continual difeontents fo 33 
irritated this otherwife pattern of 
miklnefs and moderation, that he 
expreffed himfelfafcer an unguarded 
and inconfiderate manner. 

They did not upon their arrival 34 
in the land of Canaan , utterly ex¬ 
tirpate the idolatrous inhabitants, 
though they had an exprefs divine 
warrant for fo doing: 

But engaged in free intercourfe 35 
and the ftrongeft focial connections 
with the pagans that remained; 
and early became acquainted with 
their profane cuftoms and inured 
to their co'rupteft manners; 

The further tranfition was eafy,$6 
and they adlually devoted them- 
felves to the abfurd worfhip of their 
detefted idols: which, as a net 
entangles birds, became a fatal 
fnare to them ; the fource of all 
evils, both the groffeft of crimes 
and the heaviefl of judgments. 

To that degree of outrage to 37 
nature and all humanity they pro¬ 
ceeded, as to flaughter their chil¬ 
dren in the way of offerings to 
malignant demons ; and envious 
evil fpiriis, which in the end would 

L) 4 provc a 
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Sect. 79' prove, not their benefactors but 

J deftroyers. 

Psalm They filed the blood of innocents, 

cvi.37,38. 

even that of their otyn ofF-fpring 
as acceptable acts of homage to the 
idols of Canaan: and by thefe exe¬ 
crable rites the whole country was 
ftained with the horrid crime of 
murder, and truly deferving of 
capital punifhments. 

39 Thus did their own contrivances 
and abominations render them un¬ 
clean, in all inftances both of a 
ceremonial and moral pollution; 
and as a faithlefs wanton goesaftray, 
fo did they forfpke their duty, and 
degenerate into the grofteft idola¬ 
try; following other gods, which 
were only human inventions and 
delufions. 

4 ° On account whereof, after long 
forbearing, the holy God (hewed 
his juft difpleafure againft his be¬ 
loved but rood ungrateful people: 
It appeared, that he abhorred them 
whom he had chofen fpr his in¬ 
heritance, no lefs than he did the 
abominations to which they hacj 
given up thcmfelves. 

41 And he abandoned them a prey 
to the arbitrary power of their 
heathen neighbours; and thofewho 
never had any regard for them be¬ 
came their abfolute mafters. 

42 They no fopner were at their 
mercy, than their enemies laid 
them under fuch heavy contribu¬ 
tions and conftraints as rendered 
life a burden: neither were they 
able to difpute their claims, or in 
the lcaft refift their tyrannical wills. 

43 In a multiplicity of inftances his 
providence interpofed for their de¬ 
liverance; 

1 ^ 


38. And Died in¬ 
nocent blood, t'ven 
the blood of their 
fons and of their 
daughters, whom 
they facrificed unto 
the idols of Canaan : 
and the land was 
polluted with blood. 

39. Thus were 
they defiled with 
their own works, 
and went a whoring 
with their own in¬ 
ventions, 


4o.Therefore was 
the wrath of the 
Lord kindled againft 
his people, info- 
much that he ab¬ 
horred his own in¬ 
heritance. 


41. And he gave 
them into the hand 
of the heathen; and 
they that hated 
them ruled over 
them, 

42. Their enemies 
alfo oppreffed them, 
and they were 
brought into fub- 
jeftion under their 
hand. 

43. Many times 
did he deliver them; 

hut 



but they provoked 
him with their coun- 
fcband were brought 
low for their iniqui¬ 
ty 


44. Neverthelefs, 
he regarded their 
affliftion, when he 
heard their cry. 


45. And he re¬ 
membered for them 
his covenant, and 
repented according 
to the multitude of 
his mercies. 

46. He made them 
alfo to be pitied of 
all thofe that carried 
them captives. 


47. Save us, O 
Lord our God, and 
gather us from a- 
mong the heathen, 
to give thanks unto 
thy holy name, and 
to triumph in thy 
praife. 


48. Blefled be the 
Lo rdGod of Ifrael, 
from everlafting to 
everlafling: and let 
all the people fay, 
amen. Praife ye the 
Lord, d 


Book of Psalms, 41 

liverance; but returning to their Sect. 79. 
wrong fchemes, and purfuing their ^•v*-** 
own criminal devices, they dif- PsAtM 
oheyed and provoked 5 and were CV1, 43 * 
reduced to a ftate of defpicable ex¬ 
treme poverty and mifery, on ac¬ 
count of their vile enormities. 

Notwithftanding all their irre-44 
gularities, when they were under 
adverfity and profefled repentance, 
he pitied them; when their cries 
for pardon and fuccour reached 
his ears. 

And as it feemed, recollefled 4S 
for their benefit the promifes his 
ancient grant contained: and in 
effeft, changed his defigns of feve- 
rity, returning to the ufual courfc 
of his boundlefs kindnefs and mercy. 

He further fo difpofed the hearts 4^ 
of men, that his people, whoever 
conquered them, or into whatever 
foreign country they were carried 
captive, ufually met with kind 
treatment and uncommon favour. 

Preferve us, O Lorp our God, 47 
in our prefent calamitous and difper- 
fed ftate; and from being thus 
widely fcattered among heathen 
nations, reftore us to our native 
country ; and to the pleafing op¬ 
portunities of profefling true re¬ 
ligion, and in triumph celebrating 
thine everlafting praifes, 

May JfraeV s Guardian, the all- 4® 
perfedf God, be continually and 
eternally exalted: in one united 
voice let all the people fay. Jet it 
be fo. Do you afcribe to him all 
poflible honour and obedience. 


d Here ends the fourth book of pfalms according to the 
ftwijb divifioi}. 


PSALM 



4* 


A Paraphrase on the 


PSALM CVII. S E C T. LXXX. 

i • 

Thankfgivings to be offered up for divine mercies. In- 
fiances. Redemption from captivity. Rejloration of 

a people to their native country from a difperfon 
among various nations . Settlement after wandering 
in the wildernefs. The burden of the fong. Relief 
from famine. D if charge from prifon. Recovery from 
illnefs , Prefervation in dangers by fea. The fertility 

of the earth by rain after a drought and jcarcity . 
Succour from oppreffion. Gratitude , a piece oj juficc . 
A token of wifdom. A mofl powerful recommendation 
to favour. As the former is fuppofed to have been 
penned during the j eiv s captivity , fo this after their 
return from it. 


Psalm evii. r. 


Psalm evii. i. 



Sect. So. A Cknowledge publickly and 

moil folemnly your obli¬ 
gations to the ever-blefl'ed God, 
for he is the fource of all derivative 
happinefs: indeed his favours are 
certain and perpetual. 

2 Ranfomed Ifr a elites have pecu- 
• liar reafon to declare this : whom 
he hath as it were purchafed to be 
his people, and reftored to liberty; 
from a condition of the moil abje£t 
{lavery to the will of their enemies. 

3 And again colle&ed to convoy 
them to the land of their nativity 
from all countries to which they 
were difperfed ; even from eaft and 
weft north and fouth. 

They 


unto the Lord, 
for he is good : for 
his mercy enduretb 
for ever. 


2. Let the re¬ 
deemed of the L?r d 
fayfo, whom he hath 
redeemed from the 
hand of the enemy; 

3. And gathered, 
therti outofthelands 
from the c eaft and 
from the weft, from 
the- north and from 
the fouth. 


e The Hebrews had anciently no other way for dating 
and diftinguiftiing the points of the compafs, than that of 
looking forth right to the fun rifing, which they Riled Q“Tp 
or front, t. e. the eaft ; the right and left made the fouth 
and north, and what was behind was the weft : hence the 
fea which lay weft of, qr behind them was called Acharon^ 
or Acharonitbi and is as frequently ufed to fignify the weft, 
as the gnamin or right-hand for the fouth. Lhiivcrf. Hifm 
Vol. II. p. 41^. 



Back of Psalms, 



4. They wandred 
in the wildernefs in 
a (olitvy way; they 
found no city to 
dwell in. 


They wandered like loft (beep Sect. 80. 
in the folitary roads of a defolate 


wildernefs: there was no city or S A L 
town to be difeovered where they cv i*- 4* 
fojourned, for them to travel to 
and peaceably fix in as ^ lafting 
fettlement. 


5. Hungry and 
thirlly, their foul 
fainted in them. 


6 .Thenthey cried 
pnto the Lord in 
their trouble, and he 
delivered them out 
of their diltreiles. 


7. And he led 
them forth by the 
right way, that they 
might go to a city 
of habitation. 


In frequent want of neceftary 5 
fuftenance; they led a kind of 
hnguifhing life, deftitute of all 
vigour or pleafuro; and fometimes 
feemed drawing near the gat£$ of 
death. 

However filent they had before 
been as to prayers, then they lifted 
up their voices in the loudeft out¬ 
cries to the Almighty for help un¬ 
der fuch prefiing neceflities; and 
his kind providence extricated them 
from their dangers and miferies. 

And conduced them in a di -7 
re£t plain courfe ; wherein if 
they regularly proceeded, they 
would in dye feafon arrive at a 
city, which fhould invite their 
fixed refidence and accommodate 


8 . O that men 
would praife the 
Lord for his good- 
nefs, and for his 
wonderful works to 
phe children of men. 

9. For he fatis- 
ferh the longing 
foul, and filleth the 
hungry foul with 
jjoodnefs. 

10. Such as fit in 
darknefs, and in the 
ihadow of death, 

bound in af- 
f Alien and iron. 


them to the utmoft of their wifbes. > 

Oh! how earneftly were it to 8 
be defired, that men who fo largely 
experience the divine extraordinary 
benignity, would freely confefs it; 
and thankfully declare his mira¬ 
culous performances for the benefit 
of mankind. 

r 

For he proyideth what is abun- 9 
dantly fufficient to fatisfy the moft 
eager thirft; and with a profufion 
of good things relieveth the painful 
fenfe of craving hunger. 

Again, thofe who fit humble 10 
and forrowful in the diftrefled con¬ 
dition of a dark prifon, that looks 
gloomy and melancholy- as the 

difinal 



44 A Paraphrase on 

Sect. 8o. difmal (hades of death itfelf; being 
deprived of liberty, and laid under 
the heavy difcipline cf fevere af- 
fliClion, and the (trongeft iron 


Psalm 
cvii. 10. 


the 


fetters. 

it Entirely owing to their obfli- 
nacy and impenitence in tranfgref- 
fing the (landing laws of God and 
virtue; and treating thofe impor¬ 
tant grand defigns, for which the 
mod high made them and all men, 
with contumelious reproaches. 

12 It became therefore neceflary, 
to bend and humble their ftubborn 
proud hearts, with grievous pain 
fatiguing labour or inconfolable 
grief; under his correction their 
ilrength decayed, their knees foon 
grew feeble and they {tumbled and 
fell, neither was there any to fup- 
port them. 

*3 When all other fuccours failed, 
and their troubles increal'ed, they 
moft earnedly implored divine 
afiiftance, and were fpeedily re¬ 
lieved from all their calamities. 

14 By unexpected furprizing expe¬ 
dients he procured their difcharge 
from prifons, that knew no more 
light than the earth's deeped 
caverns, or were obfcure and horrid 
like death’s difmal (hades: and in- 
ftantly fnapt the dronged cords or 
chains with which they were holden. 

15 How reafonable and defir able is 
it, that all people, efpecially thofe 
who are thus extraordinarily fa¬ 
voured, would make proper returns 
for, and publick acknowledgments 
of God’s inedimable goodnefs; 
and the miracles of kindnefs he 
hath exhibited for their relief and 
advantage. 

For 


11. Beeaufe they 
rebelled againft the 
words of God, and 
contemned the coun¬ 
sel of the mod high: 


12 Therefore he 
brought down their 
heart with labour; 
they fell down, and 
there was none to 
help. 


13. Then they 
cried unto the Lord 
in their trouble, and 
he (aved them out 
of their diftrefles. 

14. He brought 
them out of dark- 
nefs, and the fhadow 
of death, and brake 
their bandsin funder. 


i£. Oh that men 
would praife the 
Lord for his good¬ 
nefs, and for his 
wonderful works to 
the children of men! 



iron 
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16. For h e hath For in order to fet them at liber- Sect. 80. 

Lichen the gates of ty he hath plainly fuperfedcd all 0 m V mma * 
Lrais, and cat the human power and contrivance: Psalm 
ban of * ron in fhjvered gates made of the tougheft cv “* 
f un£ * er# brafs, and hewed down bars of the 

hardeft iron. 

17. Fools, becaufe The foolifh and inconfiderate, * ? 
of their tranfgref- j n na tural courfe of their wilful 
Hon, and becaufe of difobedience, and as the inevitable 

arC their obftinate irregulari- 

3 U e ties are afflidled in their bodies 

with infirmities and difeafes. 


17. Fools, becaufe 


afHifted. 


18. Their foul ab- The faculties of digeftion be- 18 
horreth all manner come fo enervated withexcefles,that 
of meat; and they they naufeate all kind of nourifhing 
draw near unto the f 00 d. an( j ^e diftemper fo prevails 
gates of death. that t | ie i r |j ves are defpaired of. 

19. Then they In their languiftiing ftate they l 9 
cry unto the Lord raife piteous cries to heaven for a 

in their trouble, he recovery; and a moil compaflio- 
faveth them out na t e God provides and gives 
of their diihefles. fuccefs to remedies fo as to reftore 


them. 


20. He fent his In numberlefs inftances, he hath 20 
word, and healed only fignified his pleafure, and 
tliem, and delivered health and vigour have been rc- 
thn from their de- turned; even fpeedy releafes ob- 
flrudions. rained frcm the moft {hfeat » ning 

maladies. 


21. Oh that men 
would praife the 
Lord for his good- 
ncls and for his won¬ 
derful works to the 
children of men! 


22. And let them 
facrifice the facri- 
fiecs of thankfgiv- 
ing, and declare his 
works with rejoy- 
cing. 


Oh that the obliged would con- 21 
fider what gratitude is due for fuch 
invaluable favours; and render 
tributes of becoming thankfulnefs 
to a moft bountiful God, on ac¬ 
count of his multiplied aftonifhing 
performances for the well-being 
and happinefs of mankind. 

As proper expreflions, agreeable 22 
to the inftitutions of our holy re¬ 
ligion, let them croud the altar 
with flaughtered cattle, and with 
joy and triumph fpecify the parti¬ 
cular inftances of divine mercy. 

Again, 
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Psalm 
udi. 23. 


Again, they who are enough 
adventurous to quit dry-land, navi¬ 
gate Teas, and negotiate affairs or 
tranfaCI bufinefs upon the largeft 
collections of waters: 

24 Above all others are expcrimen- 
v tally acquainted, how an Infinite 
God has created, fupports and 
governs, and what .an amazfng 
providence he difplays in managing 
and controlling the boifterous ele¬ 
ment of the mighty deep. 

$5 For, with giving only the fignal 
of a word or hod, he ihftantly a- 
roufeth the ftormy wind, whofe 
furious bilafts in a mofl alarming 
manner* fwell its waves or tofs up 
on high its roaring billows. 

26 By their impetuofity, fhips of 
the greateft burden are this moment 
mounted aloft in the air, the next 
feemingly plunged to the very bot¬ 
tom : whilft the ftouteft hearts of 
frighted mariners, like melted wax, 

are 


23. They that go 
down to the f fera 
in fhips, that do 
bulinefs in great 
waters; 

24. Thefe fee the 
work’s of the Lord, 
and his wonddrs in 
the deep. 


25. For he com¬ 
mand eth, and raiietb 
the ftormy wind, 
which lifeeth up the 
waves thereof. 


26. They mount 
up to the heaven, 
they go down again 
to the depths: their 
foul is melted be- 
caufe of trouble. 


f One would think, faith the learned and pious Peters , the 
life of a fea-faring man, which is fo full of hazard, fhould 
naturally incline him to religion. And fo [I believe] it will, 
where the principles of religion are once well planted, and 
where thefe is a fenfible and (erious turn of mind I have 
he adds more than once, with great pleafure, read a para¬ 
graph in Dampier s voyage round the world', where he gives 
you, without art or difguife, the feelings of his own heart, 
when he was toft'ed in a little boat, in a dark and ftormy 1 
night, far from land and in danger every moment of being 
fwallovved up in the deep. The conflicts of his mind on 
this occafion; his fad reiieClions on his pad life, and his 
renewed repentance ; together with a thankful recollection 
of the many miraculous providences he had formerly expe¬ 
rienced ; his applying to God by prayer for his a Alliance ; 
and compofing himfelf to a ftate of fubmifiion to the divine 
will — thefe arc ftrokes of nature that do credit to the 
author, at the fame time that they delight and inllrud the 
reader. Vol. I. p. 490—497. 
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are quite diflolvcd through extreme Sbct. 80. 
anguifh. - \r mm * 

They reel to As feized with Tome unufual Psalm 
and Ifro* an d dagger diftemper, they are affe&ed with cv ^- 2 &*, 
like a drunken man, Grange giddinefs and turnings or 2 ' 7 ’ 
aud are at their wits wheelings about; as the daggering 
5 n ”‘ drunkard, they can find no fure 

footing; all wifdom and contri¬ 
vance forfakc them, and they are 
utterly at a lofs where to aim at or 
what to avoid. 

28 Then they cry Thus expecting an immediate 2 ® 
unto the Lord in wreck and watry graves, they raife 
their trouble, and he t he loudeft: cries to heaven for,, 
bringeth them out of merC y : and the abfolute Lord of 
their diftrefTes. earth and of the ocean fpeedily re- 

Jicveth them from their greateft 
fears. 

29. He e maketh He biddeth the raging noify 2 9 

the ilorm a calm,fo winds be hufht.and ftill; they 
that the waves there- obey him; and with their filence, 
ofarefiill. the mo j|. threading furges are 

quieted into a perfect calm. 

30. Then are they Then an unufual joy and tranf- 30 

glad, becaufe they port fmiles in every afpeft, that 
be quiet; fo he bring- the tempeft and their apprehenfions 
eth them unto their f, om are ] a id t 0 fieep: fo they 

elire aVLn * fleer a f a f e cour f e | n to their wifhed 

for harbour. 

31. Oh that men Oh that the} who fo largely par- 3 1 
would praife the take thereof would improve all oc- 
Lord for his good- c afions of celebrating the divine 
nels, and for his jiberality and mercy; and his de- 

. , r ligns and performances to promote 

man s nappmcis, fo rull or wonder 
and deferving of everlafting thankf- 
giving. 

Not only in private they (hould 3~ 
do this, but publickly alfo to create 


32.Let them exalt 
him alfo in the con¬ 


gregation of the an efteem and regard for him in all 
people, and praile t ^ e a f]' e mbled people : and in pre- 

lum fence 


B Literally, be maketh the form to ft and in filencc , &c. 
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Sect. £0. fence of our great council, or in 
v——v — the court where the mod honour- 
PsaLM able men of our nation meet to- 
cvji. 32. gether, attribute every thing to his 
nature and providence of perfection 
dignity and glory. 

33 That the natural world may 
afford a proper difeipline to the 
moral, according to the laws of 
his government, places once well 
watered and inhabited are converted 
into a defolate wafte; and the rich- 
eft fountains into Tandy dry ground. 

34. A country remarkably fruitful 
into falt-land of the mod barren 
foil, in order to correct and reform 
the prevailing wickednefs of its un¬ 
grateful inhabitants. 

35 On the other hand, he changeth 
a thirfty parched defert into Jakes 
or pools j and the moft arid hard 
earth into fpfings and currents. 

36 And there he provideth com¬ 
fortable fettlements for thofe who 
before were deftitute of common 
neceflarics: they even found cities, 
or raife populous towns, and be¬ 
come refpcClable and powerful. 

37 They improve the land, fow it 
with grain, and plant it with the 
choiccft fruit-trees, which in time 
of harveft rewards their induftrious 
cultivation with an abundant pro* 
duce. 

38 They are farther profperous and 
felicitated, fo that the country be¬ 
comes exceedingly populous and 
flouriftiing ; neither are their flocks 
and herds fuffered to be Icflened by 
contagions difafters or other cala¬ 
mities. 

39 Again, in the natural courfe of 
things, when they pervert the 

greateft 


the 

him in the aflembly 
of the elders. 


33 - He turneth 
rivers into a wilder- 
nefs, and the water- 
fprings into dry 


ground. 


34. A fruitful 
land into barrennefs, 
for the wickednefs 
of them that dwell 
therein. 

35. He turneth 
the wildernefs into a 
Handing water, and 
dry ground into ws- 
ter-fprings. 

36. And there he 
maketh the hungry 
to dwell, that they 
may prepare a city 
for habitation. 

37. And fow the 
fields, and plant 
vineyards, which 
may yield fruit of 
increase. 


38. He bleifeth 
them alfo, fo that 
they are multiplied 
greatly, and fuffer- 
eth not their cattle 
to decreafc. 


39. Again, they 
are minifhed and 
broogh t 
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brought low through 
opprcflioJt* affliction 
and forrow. 


40. He poureth 
contempt upon prin- 
ces.and caufeth them 
to wander in the wil¬ 
der nefs, where there 
u no way. 


41. Yet ietteth he 
the poor on high 
from affliction, and 
maketh him families 
like a flock. 


42.The righteous 
fliall fee //, and re¬ 
joice: and all ini¬ 
quity ihaJl flop her 
mouth. 


43. h Whofo is 
wife, and will ob- 
ferve thefe things , 
even they fliall un- 
derfland 


greateft favours, they are reduced Sect. 80. 
in their numbers; fubje&ed to the 9 

perfections of lawlefs power; and Psalm 
exercifed with fuch reftraints and CV11, 39 * 
vexations as embitter life: fuch 
forrow and anguifli as gaul and tear 
their hearts. 

By total defeats in war or revo- 4 ° 
lutions in government, he throws 
entire contempt on the mod auguft 
Lords of this world, and abandons 
them to an unfettled wandring con¬ 
dition in inhofpitable barren defarts; 
where there are no footfteps to be 
followed, nor the leaft track to 
be fecn. 

Still, in the courfe of his difpen- 4 1 
fations he has an eye upon the 
deftitute lowly and humble to raife 
him from hegleCl and obfeurity ; 
and place families like flocks for 
number and order, and even na¬ 
tions under his protection and 
conduct. 

Men of reflection and integrity 4 2 
(hall duly attend to thefe viciflitudes 
in human affairs, frequently con- 
fequent upon men’s moral charac¬ 
ters; and fhall admire fuch a con- 
ffitution as moff equal and gracious: 
and as to partial unfair minds, what¬ 
ever pretexts they ufe, they fhall 
in the end prove unable to vindi¬ 
cate or in the leaft palliate their 
errors and follies. 

Too few proportionably to theii 43 
moment, confider thefe fubjects; 
but whofoever this way employs 
his matured thoughts, and meafures 

things 


h Some interpret, he that is not utterly a fool to his 
worldly ioterell mull reform his errors and i'o experience 
the divine mercy. 


Vol. IV. 


E 
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Sect.8o. things with the exa<fteft balances derftand the loving 
that obfervation and experience kindnefsoftbeLord. 
can make, he (hall perceive in the 
whole divine Economy the plaineft 
charaflers of clemency and mercy. 


Psalm 
cvii. 43. 


PSALM CVIII. SECT. LXXXI. 

Excitation to celebrate God’s praifes. His truth and 
mercy deferv'tng of the higheft honour. Encouragement 
derived from pcf, for future deliverances. Compiled 
with fome variations from Pfalms the lvii. and lx. 
which were his , therefore may be filed a fong or pfalm 
of David. The cccafion , as is fuppofedy the taking of 
Rabba. See 2 Sam. xii. 30. 


Psalm cviii. 1. 


Psalm cviii. i. 


Sect. 8i. TV^ Y afFe&ions, O moft boun¬ 
ty—v—J J.VA tiful God, I hope, are pro¬ 
ps ALM perly difpofed, and my heart fully 
cviii. 1. rgfolved, now the ftorms of adver- 
fity are blown over, in facred com- 
pofitions to declare thy praifes; and 
with the utmoft energy of pro¬ 
nunciation give weight and dignity 
to them. 

2 Be ye aroufed and in readinefs, 
O pfaltery and harp, with the har¬ 
mony of external founds to cor- 
refpond to my defigns and inward 
fentiments: as to myfdf, I will 
awake the early dawn, and be pre¬ 
pared before the morning-light. 

3 Moft glorious God, I will con- 
fefs thy power and goodnefs, not 
only in the calm retreats of life, 
but before the largeft concourfes of 
people: in prefence of foreigners 
and heathens will I not be afhamed 
to exprefs in facred fongs my deep 
fenfe of unnumbered obligations. 

4 Thy beneficence, I do openly 
avow it, can no more be meafured 

than 


God, my heart 

• e _1 r „_:ii 


2. Awake, pfaltery 
and harp: I myfdf 
will awake early. 


3. I will praife 
thee, O Lord, among 
the people: and I 
will fing praifes unto 
thee among the na¬ 
tions. 


4 For thy mercy 
is great above rh» 
heavens; 



earth; 


6. That thy be¬ 
loved may be de- 
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heavens: and thy than the fields of lower air: nor Sect. 8f. 

truth rtacbetb unto the dimenfions of thy faithfulnefs “v——* 

the clouds. taken, than thofe of the upper Psalm 

regions. cv '”* 4 ' 

y.Be thou exalted, Let our thankfgivings, bed and 5 
© God, above the greateft of Beings, raife thy fame 

heavens: and thy to j fs true dignity, as nobly fuperior 
glory above all the M |he exahed heavens; and thaC 

9 goodnefs which thou efteemeft thy 

glory, as infinitely exceeding every 
thing of the kind that can be found 
in this world. 

6. That thy be- That thy beloved people, by 6 
loved may be de- their unfeigned gratitude for the 
livered: lave with pad, may found rational hopes 
thy right hand, and whatever enemies arife of future 
anfwer me. certain deliverance: always inter- 

pofe by thy refiftlefs power for our 
prefernation; and a& ccrrefpon- 
dentlv to our occafions and humble 

j 

add relies. 

7. God hath fpoken That this fhail be done, I do 7 
in his holinefs, I will fully depend as if an oracle declared 
rejoice, I will divide it ; indeed an holy and mod faith- 
Shechem, and mete f u J Qod hath engaged, that I (hall 
out the valley of not on ]y re jg n b ut triumph: dif- 

UCCOt ' tribute in feparate lots the city 

Shcchcm\ and as conquered take 
exadl furveys li the valley of Sue - 
cotb. 


Succoth. 


8. Gilead is mine, I am already poflefled of the S 
and Manafleh is united kingdoms of Judah and 
mine, Ephraim alfo Ifrael: particularly, Gilead is fub- 
is the ltrength of j e £t to me, with that traft of coun- 
mine head, Judah ^ r y on t he other fide Jordan inha- 
is my awgiver. bited by the tribe of Manaffeb: 

Ephraim s divifion will moreover 
fumilh gallant foldiers, and Judah 1 s 
able flatefinen. 


9. Moab is my 
wafh-pot; over E- 
dom will I call out 
my Ihoe: over Phi- 
Jiliia will I triumph. 


Nations with whom I have had 9 
wars, I Hull treat as is ufual to do 
provinces gained by arms; appoint 
the Moabites and Idurr.eans ftations 

E 2 ^ that 
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Sect. 81 . that will fecure their dependance 
and vafl'alage; and impofe fuch 
Psalm tributes on the PhiliJUnes as {hall 
cvm. 9. convince them that I am triumph¬ 
ing in my turn. 

10 But what ftrength or force have 
I to enable me to carry a fiege a- 
gainft this feemingly impregnable 
fortrefs ? or how fhall the capital 
city of Edom or ldumcca be obliged 
to furrender ? 

11 Have we no ground of hope, E- 
ternal Sovereign, that thou wilt 
give fuccefs to this enterprize, 
though thou haft denied it to others, 
and to all appearance rejected us? 
And, blefled God, wilt not thou 
return, to animate our troops and 
profper our arms? 

12 Seafonably relieve us, we befeech 
thee, under our prefent diftreftes : 
for there is no human aftiftance 
that is adequate to them, or that 
we can fully depend on. 

13 Encouraged with the well- 
grounded confidence of a divine 
concurrence, we (hall {hew the ut- 
moft ardour of an undaunted bra¬ 
very: for there can be no doubt, 
but the favourable afpe£t of heaven 
and providence will do it, and 
nothing elfe can enable us, to put 
our enemies to confufion. 


the 


10.Who will bring 
me into the ftrong 
city ? who will lead 
me into Edom ? 


11. Wilt not thou % 
O God, njcho haft 
call us off? and wilt 
not thou, O God, 
go forth with our 
holts ? 


1 2. Give us help 
from trouble: for 
vain is the help of 
man. 

1 3. Through God 
we fhall do valiant¬ 
ly : for he it is that 
fhall tread down our 
enemies. 


PSALM 
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PSALM CIX. SECT. LXXXII. 

Thi Almighty implored to efpoufe his caufe and vindicate 
bis char after . The perfidy inhumanity and ingratitude 
of his enemies . Imprecations added to calumnies , as 
againjl a traitor or apofiate . His weak and low 
efiate . He prays in oppofition to their curfes for a 
blejfing . He wijhes their difappointment and confufion\ 
and engages to be publickly thankful . A pfalm of 
David, direfted to the majler of muftek . The occafion y 
as is apprehended , his flight from Saul and Doeg, or 
Abfaloc n and Achitophel. 


Psalm cix. i. 


PSALM cix. I. 


k T T OLD not thy 
X 1 peace, O God 
of my praife. 


2. For the mouth 
of the wicked, and 
the mouth of the 
deceitful are opened 
againll me *. they 
have fpoken againll 
me with a lying 
tongue. 


3. They com piffled 
me about alfo with 
words of hatred; 

and 


J UST and good God, whom I Sect. 82. 

confefs and have fo often cele- 
brated as the author of all mercies; . gALM 

V jj 

refufe not in my prefent peculiar 
diftrefs to (hew thy pity and equi¬ 
ty, and declare in my favour. 

For they who confound all dif- 2 
ferences betwixt truth and falfehood, 
right and wrong have declared; and 
moft perfidious treacherous men 
avowed a malignant vile enmity X 
at the fame time they have put on 
the garb of fnendlhip, and larded 
their difeourfes in my prcfence, 
with all imaginable flattery. 

Their rancorous hatred appeared 3 
in their moft bafe calumnies, with 
which as with nets or fnares they 
E 3 on 


' Kennicot from Sykes remarks, what diftrefs have thou- 
finds of furious thinking men felt, in reading the cix. pfalm ; 
in which it is generally fuppofed, that David uttered fuch 
horrid curies i*pon his enemies! and yet when the pialm 
is confulered, it clearly contains the curfes of David's ene¬ 
mies upon David See Differs. Vol. If. p. 48 i. Whether 
it was David or his enemies that ufed them, were they not 
proverbial among the orientals, and deiigned principally to 
fix a general odium upon thofe they were at enmity with, 
rather than be interpreted ftrittly and literally ? 

k Some interpret, be not thou fdent of my praife vjhils 
others reproach me* 
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Sect. 82. on all fidcs attacked me: and tho’ and fought ^gaiplfc 
Psalm J had never juftly provoked nor in 1116 without caufe. 
V ^ any refpeCt injured them, have en- 
CiX * 3 * deavoured my deftruflion by force 
of arms. 

4 As it Should feem not on account 4- For my love 
of wrongs but kindnefles and fa- l ^ e y are m y advcr- 
vours, they difturb my peace and ^ ar ‘ es: but I £* ve 
Jlrike at my happinefs: neverthe- unt0 prayer, 

lefs, I continue to a£l the part of 
an advocate with Almighty Qod, 


as for my own fafety, fo for their 
repentance and welfare. 

5 They impofe on me the heavieft 
burdens, as returns for the moft 
fubftantial lafting obligations: and 
for the tendereft fympathies (hew 
the moft inveterate malignity. 

6 The plain language of their con- 
du£l and wifties are as follow—let 
him ftand upon trial before the 
corrupted of judges: and let his 

. antagonift, placed at his right hand, 
with the utmoft malice and vehe- 


5. And they have 
rewarded me evil 
for good, and hatred 
for my love. 

6. Set thou a 
wicked man over 
him : and let fatan 
/land at his right 
hand. 


mence of the grand adverfary, urge 
his profecutiou and fupport his 
charges. 

7 When his fentence is pafled, let 
him depart as a condemned crimi¬ 
nal : and let his laft prayer be in¬ 
terpreted as proving his crimes to 
be too big for atonement. 

8 Let his days be cut oft* in the 
midft by a violent death, as a 
victim to publick juftice: and let 
another fucceed to his office with 


7. When he /hall 
be judged, let him 
be condemned: and 
let his 1 prayer be¬ 
come fin. 

8. Let his days 
be few: and let an¬ 
other take his office. 


all its emoluments, 
p Let his children be deftitute of 
the protection and regard of a fa¬ 
ther. 


9 Let his children 
be fatherleL, and his 
wife a widow. 


1 Prayer y this is fuppofed to allude to a Je^iviJh cuflom of 
ufing the following form of devotion at their deaths. — Let 
fnj death be an expiation for all my offences . 



alfo out 
their defolate places 


11. Let the extor- 
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ther, and his wife of an huf- Sect. 82; 
band. v— 

,0, Let his chil- Let his eftate as well as life be Psalm 
riren be continually forfeited, and his pofterity excluded c * Kt io * 
vagabonds, and beg: a ]| inheritance, always fupport 
let them feek their t hemfelves by wandering and beg- 
Irtad alfo out of gj n g : let them get their fubfiftence 

out of defolate places, which only 
receive them becaufe they have no 
other proprietor. 

As to his fubftance let the griping u 
tioner catch all that ufurer or exacting creditor feize it 
he hath ; and let the a j|. an j ] et t h e alien or barbarian 
granger fpoil his ma j ce pl un d e r or booty of the fruits 

d our * of his induftry: no one of his fa¬ 

mily ever enjoy them. 

12. Let there be Let there be none, that con-12 
none to extend mer- cerned for the innocent fufFerers 
cy unto him; neither by his untimely fate, will after- 
let there be any to warc ] s draw out kindnefs, or con- 

^ at ^ er ^ e ^ s tinue an hand of mercy to them : 
chl ren * neither under the greateft necef- 

fities let there be any to relieve or 
exprefs the leaft regard for thofe 
diftreflcd orphans. 

13 Let his m pof- As he himfelf perifhed, fo let 13 
terity be cut oil; his pofterity be utterly deftroyed ; 
and in the genera- an( j j n ^ f uccee( jing age let all 
tion following let * 0 - 

vheir name be blot¬ 
ted out. 


14. Let the ini- 


names, titles and memorials de¬ 
rived from him, be entirely fwept 
away, as a writing is blotted, or 
a difh wiped and cleared from duft 
and foulnefs. 

Let the punifhments of his fore- >4 
quity of his fathers f at hers, which ought to have dc- 
be remembered with tmed hjm from {he , ike cri 

not the fin of his be c,ted ." 1 * future judgment as 
mother he blotted aggravating his guilt: and let not 
ouli the forrowful atonement of his and 

our common mother be erafed 
E 4 from 

m Pofterity, fome render, the lafl of him, or his end] and 
this word in other places fignifies future fate. 
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Sect. 82. from appearing as an enhancement 
“v~— ; of his tranfgreilion. 

Psalm For t ^ e p ur p D f ts of inflaming, if. Let them bs 
l 4 * I S* or keeping his wrath burning, let before the Lord 
them be placed in the ftrongeft continually, that he 
point of view before the prefence ma y cut off the me- 
of the Lord ; that he may extir- them from 

pate from the world all remem- r e eart 


brance of them. 

16 It is added, there is only equity 
in all this, for he never had any 
memory for a£ta of kindnefs or 
mercy to his fellow creatures: but 
profecuted with unrelenting favage 
rigour the indigent and diftrefled 
who requeued his fuccour; that 
he might take away their very 
lives, who already conflicted with 
the heavieft prefTures of mifery and 
entire dejection of mind. 

17 As he was always ready at wifh- 
ing evil and doing mifehief, let him 
meet with the moft difaftrous ac¬ 
cidents or pernicious events: as he 
never had any pleafure in fpeaking 
refpe< 5 ffully, defiling the welfare, 
or promoting the happinefs of others, 
let all advantages of this kind keep 
at the greateft diftance from him. 

18 In as much as he was wholly 
made up of, in every refpedl pre¬ 
pared for and perfect in calumny 
fcorning and hatred: like water 
they entered into his bowels, as 
precious ointment they penetrated 
his bones and marrow; 

ip So let his punjfhment be in the 
juft retributions of eternity; a? 
arrayed in it, let the day of evil 
appear prepared for him; and a 
moft {hocking fentence be pro¬ 
nounced upon him : as a girdle 
which he makes conftant ufe of. 


16. Becaufe that 
he remembered not 
to fhew mercy, but 
perfecuted the poor 
and needy man, that 
he might even flay 
the broken in heart. 


17 As he loved 
curfirg, fo let it 
come unto him : as 
he delighted not in 
blefling, fo let it be 
far from him. 


18. As he clothed 
himfelf with curfmg, 
like as with his gar¬ 
ment ; fo let it come 
into his bowels like 
water and like oil 
into his bones. 

19. Let it be unto 
him as the garment 
which coverefh him, 
and for a girdle 
wherewith he is 
girded continually. 
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let it be confirmed, never world Sect. 82. 
without end to be revoked or miti- 
gated. Psalm 

10. Let this he the Thefe horrid imprecations, be- cix. 19,20. 
reward of mine ad- fore the Lord, derogatory to his 
ireriaries from the honour, and in the way of fore- 
Lord, and of them ft a jjj n g his righteous judgment, 
that pea evi a- are t he whole employ of my moft 
gain my ou . malicious flanderers: even of them 


who meditate my ruin, and report 
every thing that has a tendency to 
effedt it. , 

21. But do thou But ’ 0 Eternal God, and moft 21 

for me, O God the equal Governour, do thou direfl 
Lord, fo. thy name’s all affairs that concern me, as is 
fake: becaufe thy agreeable to thy redVoral wifJom 
mercy is good, de- and benevolence; fince the difplays 
liver thou me. of thy mercy have an inherent ex¬ 

cellence and ineitimable 2°°dnefs 
in them, do thou refcue an upright 
man from the greateft mifery. 

22. For lam poor My condition is truly pitiable, 22 

and needy, and my for I am utterly unable to relieve 
heart is wounded myfelf and deftitute of all human 
within me. fuccour; aud moreover my heart 

transfixed with inconfolable forrow. 

23. I am gone As the flitting fhaoow of a fet- 23 
like the fhadow, ting fun ftretches further and fur- 
when it declineth: ther till it Wholly difappears, or 

I am n tofied up and ra ther becomes all fhade and dark- 
down as the locuft. ne f s . p 0 hy fwift degrees am I de¬ 
clining and haftening to the night 
of death and end of all men : my 
agitated unfettled ftate refembles 
that of locufts which fly from place 
^ to place, or are driven in armies 
by tempeftuous winds from region 
to region. 

24. My knees are From longabftinencemyflrength 2 + 
weak through faft- j s f 0 decayed that my knees are be- 

' n E» come 


n Mudge renders, I am Jhaken off as the locuft , or as thq 
locuft when it is fallen ofF and trodden under foot. 
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Scct. 82. come feeble and tottering; and as ing ; and my flefti 
* to any fee m ing corpulency and faileth of fatnek. 

Psalm flefhinefs it deceiveth, and is really 
^ 2 4 * changed into meagre leannefs. 

25 I am moreover ftript of reputa- 2j. I became alfo 
non, on account of that which a reproach unto 
fhould procure pity : they no fooner them; *ubm they 
beheld my mifery than they con- h°ked opoa me, 
verted it into an occafion of infult !^ e y e< * t ^ lc ' r 

1 ■ 1- 1 bcsjdSi 

and ridicule. 

2$ My good God and Father, Help me, O 

vouchsafe me fpeedy fuccour: my Lord my God: O 
fufferings and dangers are extreme, ^ avt ! me accorc h D g 
O reftore me to a ftate of tranquil- t0 ^ niercy 
lity and fafety, as is agreeable to 
thy unmerited and everlafting be¬ 
neficence. 


27 Be pleafed, farther, to evince to 
their confutation, thine Omnipo¬ 
tence in the circumflances of my 
deliverance : let it be manifeft, In¬ 
finite God, that thou thyfelf and 
no other has effected it. 

28 However they may dill proceed 
in the moft horrid terms to impre¬ 
cate, yet do thou vifibly preferve 
and favour: when they arife in 
judgment againft me, throw on 
them defeat and confufion, but in 


27. That they 
may know that this 
is thy hand ; that 
thou, Lord, haft 
done it. 

28.Let them curfe, 
but blefs thou: when 
they arife, let them 
be afhamed; but let 
tby fervant rejoice. 


the clearnefs of his innocence give 


thy fervant ground of triumph. 

29 As clad in it, let mine implacable 29 Let mine ad- 

adverfaries appear to lie under a ver f ar ^ es be clothed 
general fiegledl and contempt: as ^ ame » and let 
wrapt up m a cloak, let them cover fe]ves withtheirown 
themfelves all over with diforder confofioD> as with a 
and confufion. ma nde. 

30 As will perfectly become me for 30. I will greatly 
! this diltinguifhing favour, I will praife the Lord with 

in the ftrongeft terms declare my mouth; yea, I 
God’s goodnefs: in the midft of will praife him a- 
furrounding multitudes I will pub- mongthe multitude. 
Wb the glorious occafion, and give 

all 
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all the glory of it to his kind pro-* Spot, So} 


31. Far be /hall 
flind at the right 
hand of the poor, 
n fave him from 
thofe that condemn 
bis foul. 


vidence. 

For it will be manifeft to his / SAL *? 
honour how he has done, and be CIX ‘ 3 I? '• 
ground of encouragement, that a$ 
his advocate he ever will ftand by 
the injured poor5'to fupport and 
defend him againft the fentences 
of iniquitous judges, or the perfe¬ 
ctions of ungodly tyrants. 


P S A L M CX. SECT. LXXXIII. 

A plenary authority afeertained to the king by the Al¬ 
mighty , in the conquejl of his enemies , and the firm al¬ 
legiance of his fiubjeSts ; the enlargement of his terri- 
toriesy entirenefs of his victories, and the glory of his 
triumphs. A pfalm of David, bearing a near ref cm- '* 
blance to the II, and interpreted as a prophecy of the 
Mefliah. See Dr Greg. Sharp'/ 2 d Arg. in Def\ of 
.Chrift. p. 309. 


Psalm cx. 1. 

1 


Psalm cx. i. 


T HE Lor d raid 
unto my Lord, 
fit thou at iny ri, ht 
hand, until 1 make 
thine enemies thy 
footftool. 


2. The Lord (lull 
fend the rod of thy 
ftrength outof Zion: 
rule thou in the 
midft of thine ene¬ 
mies. 


T HE great Lord of earth g ECT 

and heaven hath molt fo- v —— » 
lemnly declared to my lord the Psalm 
king, faying — be thou placed, as cx. 1. 
my vicegerent* hi a (late of exalted 
dignity; and remain fupreme ma- 
gift! ate, till the time that I have 
fettled thine enemies, like the ftooi 
whereon thou refteft thy feet, in a 
condition of fuch entire fubjedlion 
that thou can ft difpofe of them at 
/pteafure. 

Agreeable to which expreflion.2 
or declaration, as branches fhoot 
from the ftrongeft ftock, the AU 
mighty fhall with fuccours out of 
mount Zion, exert your influence, 
or diffufe your growing power: 
the enfigns of your authority (hall 



6 o 


A Paraphrase on the 



Sect. 83. be difplayed in the heart of the ene¬ 
mies country. 

At that happy period, when your 
forces every where prevail, doubt 
not the readinefs of your people 
with frce-will-ofFerings to fupport 
your government: when there is a 
general mufter in the courts of the 
fanftuary, as the numerous drops 
of pearly dew proceed from the 
womb, or become confpicuous by 
the return, of the earlieft dawn of 
breaking da y\ fo thick, and in fuch 
fliining array fhalJ {land our gene¬ 
rous noble youth, ready to defend 
your crown, and with the utmoft 
ardour fight your battles. 

4 The folemn oarh of a mod faith¬ 
ful G od hath confirmed his grant, 
and he will never revoke it: your 
kingdom and prieflhood are for 
ever eflablifhed to you, after the 
manner of thofe of Melchifedek , 
who was a moft zealous advocate 
for moral truth, and ftrict obferver 
of the laws of univerfal righteouf- 
nefs. 

5 The eternal Lord God, who 
fupports your authority, in his high 
difpleafure at their oppofing it, by 
your arms fhall give mortal wounds 
to the proudeft monarchs. 

6 He fhall truly execute judgment 
upon heathen nations; fill their 
whole land with bodies of flain; 
and embrue his hands in the blood 
of princes; who ruled over large 
traces of country, or were Lords of 
many provinces. 

In 


3. Thy people 
Jball be willing in 
the day of thy pow¬ 
er. in the beauties 
of holinefs from the 
womb of the morn¬ 
ing: thou haft the 
dew of thy youth. 


4. The 0 Lord 
hath fivorn and will 
not repent, thou art 
a prieft for ever after 
the order of Melchi- 
zedek. 


5. The Lord at 
thy right hand fhall 
ftrike through kings 
in the day of his 
wrath. 

6. He fhall judge 
among the heathen, 
he fhall fill the places 
with the dead bodies: 
he (hall wound the 
heads over many 
countries. 


0 Mudge interprets this of David's own perfon that he 
fhould not ftir from his attendance on the fan&uary ; as 
Melchifedek — who did not engage in the war himfelf, fcfc. 
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7 rHcM^ink In the courfe of his victories, or Sect. 83. 
ot the brook in the the rapidity of his hot purfuits, like i- — v — J 
w.iy; therefore (hall a traveller who contents himfelf to Psalm 
he lift up the head. <j r the common element, and cx * 7 « 

haftes on his journey, he fliall allow 
himfelf the fmalleft refpite, or the 
fhorteft time for refrelhment; con- 
fequently, his fuccefles (hall be 
extraordinary and his triumphs 
glorious. 


PSALM CXI. 

Ihe works of the Almighty to be publickly acknowledged, 
as dijllnguijhed for greatnefs and goodnefs. His pro¬ 
vides faithful, his precepts excellent , and religion the 
noblejl evidence of man's true wifdom . An alphabeti¬ 
cal or acrojiical pfalm . The title, praife ye the Lord . 


Psalm cxi. 1. 


Psalm cxi. 1. 


P RAISE ye the 
Lord. I will 
praife theLo r d with 
my whole heart, in 
the aflembly of the 
upright, and in the 
congregation. 


2. The works of 
the Lord are great, 
fought out of all 
them that have plea¬ 
sure therein. 


L ET virtue and piety be re* g 1CT 

garded, and an unfeigned gra- „— J 

titude fhewed, by all men to our Psalm 
common Lord, maker and bene* cxi. u 
faCtor. As to myfelf, I will with 
the utmoft fincerity profefs religion 
in prefence of the grand council; 
perfons of worth and true integrity; 
and in the great aflembly before 
the whole body of the nation. 

The operations of Infinite Wif- 2 
dom and Omnipotence have in 
them an excellence and perfection 
which no other power and (kill can 
equal; eafily perceived, and the 
farther researches are made, more 
fully experienced by all, who are 
intent on and delighted in con¬ 
templating them. 

The 


P By a different punftuation inftead of drinking himfelf, 
kludge renders, make bit foldiers drink , &c. 




A Paraphrase on the 


•Sect. 83. The defigns God has plann’d, 

1 -v—and his performances are peculiarly 
*P9alm diftinguiihed for their beauty and 
CX1/ 3 * order, dignity and glory: and his 
moral reftitude, holinefs and good- 
nefs certain unalterable and eternal. 
4 His exhibitions, out of the or¬ 
dinary courfe of things, are on fuch 
occalions and attended with fuch 
circumftances, as naturally tranf- 
mit memorials of them to all gene¬ 
rations: nothing is more certain 
than that he is the beft as well as 
•the greateft of beings, perfect in 
beneficence, and moft tenderly 
compaflionate. 

^ After a furprizing manner, in 
their greateft neceflities he hath 
provided fupplics for thofe who ob- 
ferve his laws: though made at the 
greateft diftance of time, he will 
certainly perform his promiles of 
J blefling. 

6 He hath favoured his people with 
abundant evidences of his match- 
lefs power in his wonderful works; 
at length to poftefs them of that 
fertile country once inhabited by 
heathens. 

7 There is nothing like defe<£t or 
r imperfection in the difplays of his 

Omnipotence; and they are all 
.conformable to the exa&eft rules 
,of, unerring wifdom; his induc¬ 
tion* for, regulating mankind are 

• founded in the nature and reafon 
■ of things, and unalterably eftablifh- 
jsd), fnr ey^r binding. 

8 Their ground, being thus folid 

• and ftedfaft, will eternally fupport 
them, and eternally oblige all men 

them; they are fo form¬ 
ed as to exhibit the indelible marks 


3. His toork is 
honourable and glo¬ 
rious : and his righ- 
teoufnefs endureth 
for ever. 

4. He hath made 
his wonderful works 
to be remembered: 
the Lord is gracious 
and full of compaf- 
fion. 


5. He hath given 
meat unto them chat 
fear him; he will 
ever be mindful of 
his covenant. 


6. He hath fhew- 
ed his people the 
power of his works, 
that he may give 
them the heritage of 

O 

the heathen. 

7. The works of 

his hands are veritv 

* 

and judgment: all 
his commandment* 
are furc. 


8 They ftand fall 
for ever and ever, 
and are done in truth 
and uprightnefs. 
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of certain truth, and the intrinfick Sect. 83.’ 
excellence of moral righteoufnefs. v —v" 

He gave com million for difeh a rg- Psalm 
ing his people from bondage by cx **®» 3 ’ 
breaking in pieces the Egyptian yoke: 
he hath lo conftituted his grant of 
favour that it {hall remain for ever 
facred and inviolable. 

Juft notions with an imprefliveio 
fenfe of an Infinite Being and an 
unfeigned veneration for him,- are 
the original ground-work of all 
true religion and folid wifdom: 
ailing up to the principles of virtue 
fhews maturity of underftanding in 
what is moft important: the glory 
thefe do to God, and advantage 
to men are permanent and eternal. 

PSALM CXIL SECT. LXXXIV. 

The char after and happinefs of a righteous and good per- 
fon. His earthly profperity . The blejftngs that defend 
to his offspring. His liberality , prudence , fafety , and 
future Hi fful Jlate . The envy ruin and mifery of the 

wicked. An alphabetical pfalm . The title , blefs ye 
the Lord . 

Psalm cxii. i. 

RAISE ye the 
Lord. BlelTed 
is the man that fear- 
eth the Lord, that 
delighteth greatly in 
his commandments. 


2. His feed fhall 
be mighty upon 
earth: tho genera¬ 
tion 



Psalm cxii. 1. 

M AKE it the endeavour oFSect. 84. 

your whole lives, to render 
the divine perfections and provi- Psalm 
dence in the eye of all men moft w “* 
illuftrious and glorious. In the 
certain rd&d of lafting happinefs is 
the fincerely religious, whole in¬ 
clination and the entire fatisfa&ion 
he takes in them, lead him to ftudy 
underftand and obferve all God’s 
laws. 

In the natural courfe of things, 2 
his pofterity following his inftruc- 
tions (hall rife to earthly power 


He 
J eruption 


fent re- 
unto his 
people: he hath 
commanded his co¬ 
venant for ever, holy 
and reverent is his 
name. 

10. The fear of 
the Lord is the be¬ 
ginning of wifdom: 
a good underftand¬ 
ing have all they 
that do his com- 
mandments * his praife 
endureth for ever. 
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Sect. 84. and influence: all that defcend 
v ' from a man of undcviating inte- 

Ps a L m grity and tread in his Heps, fhall 
€BL 2l appear to be remarkably promoting 
their own higheft advantage and 
profperity. 

3 His whole houfe and family fhall 
enjoy a competency, and even fuch 
abundance as may truly be ftyled 
riches: and the noble recompence 
of his generous virtue fhall attend 
him, not only for a little while 
here in this world* but for ever 
hereafter. 

4 And as to any afflictions in life, 
and even its laft and moft gloomy 
circumftances they create in him 
who is thus confcious of his upright 
intentions only brightening hopes 
and the moft glorious profpeCts: 
for he knows that the everlafling 
God, whofe he is and whom he 
hath ferved is his rewarder; and a 
Being of the greateft benevolence 
and tendereft companion, perfcft 
equity and boundlefs mercy. 

5 The amiable liberal man pe¬ 
culiarly recommends himfelf to 
his favour by imitating his mo¬ 
ral attributes, doing a£ts of kind- 
refs, and connecting himfelf 
with the neceflitous by obliging 
them with loans: that he may 
never fuffer by his greateft gene- 
rofity, the conduct of all his affairs 
manifefts a juft difcernmcnt, and 
the exaCteft meafures. 


tion of the upright 
fhall be blefled. 


3. Wealth and 
riches Jhall be in his 
houfe: and his righ- 
teoufnefs endureth 
for ever. 


4. Unto the up¬ 
right there arifeth 
light in the dark- 
nefs: he is gracious 
and full of compaf- 
fion, and righteous. 


5. A <1 good man 
fheweth favour, and 
lendeth : he \v?ll 
guide his affairs with 
difcretion. 


Moft 


Some render, a generous man Jhall do nxell % look chear- 
ful and enjoy himfelf: he fhall fupport his matters or 
carry his caufe in judgment— he has made God and man 
his friends. 
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6 . Surely he fliall Moft certainly he lays fuch a Sect. 84. 

nor l>e moved for foundation, that he (hall never v — 

cur, the righteous meet with any violent Ihock or Psalm 
fh ill be in everlalling tota j overthrow, not in an endlefs cx i^ 4 
remembrance. eternity ; when the name of the 

wicked (hall be forgotten ; the me¬ 
morials of the ju(t (hall for ever 
flounfh. 

7. He (hall not His good mind (hall not be dif- 7 

be afraid of evil treifed with anxious fears with re- 

tidings: his heart is fpeCt to alarming dreadful meflages 
fixed trufting in the of difafters and calamities: his 
Lord. heart is firm and intrepid in his 

unfhaken confidence of fafety under 
the divine protection. 

8. His heart is His reafonable expectations and ® 

ePablilhed, he (hall Pronged defires have a (table folid 
not be afraid, until fupport: he (hall be greatly fuperior 
he fee bis defire upon to all apprehenfions of danger; 
bis enemies. whilft the event is confpicuous of 

the loweft difgrace and entire de- 
(truCtion cf his moft inveterate 


9. He hath dif- 
perfcd.’he hath given 
to the poor j his righ- 
teoulnefs endureth 
for ever; his hem 
/hall be exalted with 
honour. 


to The wicked 
(nail fee //, and be 
grieved; he (hall 
gnaih with his teeth, 
and melt away: the 
defire of the wicked 
(hall perilh. 


enemies. 

Inftead of immoderately accu- 9 
mulating, he hath like a fower of 
grain, very largely difperfed his 
wealth; and bountifully contri¬ 
buted to other men’s neceflnies; 
the reward of his charities (hall be 
everlafting: his circumftances (hall 
be moft flouriftiing, and his in¬ 
fluence and character rife to the 
utmoft dignity and glory. 

The wicked (hall be diftant 
fpe&ators erf his final exaltation 
and (hall be filled with anguifh ; 
they (hall grind their teeth for 
entire vexation; as water evapo- 
rateth, or wax melteth with the 
fire, they (hall utterly confume: 
their ftrongeft defires whether to 
prejudice him, or projnote them- 
i'clves, (hall come to rAthin*. 

F ' * PSALM 
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SecT. 84. and influence : all that defcend tion of the upright 
from a man of undeviating inte- lhall be blefled. 
grity and tread in bis fteps, fhall 
appear to be remarkably promoting 
their own higheft advantage and 
profperity. 

3 His whole houfe and family (hall > 3» Wealth and 
enjoy a competency, and even fuch riches Jhall be in his 
abundance as may truly be ftyled houfe: and his righ- 

riches: and the noble recompence * eoufnefs endureth 
of his generous virtue (hall attend 0r eVer ' 
him, not only for a little while 
here in this world* but for ever 
hereafter. 

4 And as to any afflictions in life, 
and even its laft and moft gloomy right there arifetb 
eircumftances they create in him 1'ght in the dark- 
who is thus confcious of his upright ne ^ s: * s g rac i°°* 
intentions only brightening hopes 
and the moft glorious profpects: 
for he knows that the everlafting 
God, whofe he is and whom he 
hath ferved is his rewarder; and a 
Being of the greateft benevolence 
and tendereft companion, perfect 
equity and boundlefs mercy. 

5 The amiable liberal man pe¬ 
culiarly recommends himfelf to 
his favour by imitating his mo¬ 
ral attributes, doing acts of kind- guide his affairs with 
nefs, and connecting himfelf difcretion. 
with the neceffitous by obliging 
them with loans: that he may 
never fuffer by his greateft gene- 
rofity, the conduct of all his affairs 
manifefts a juft difcernmcnt, and 
the exacteft meafures. 


4. l)nto the up- 


and full of compaf- 
lion, and righteous. 


5. A Q good man 
(heweth favour, and 
lendeth : he \v,‘ll 


Moft 

* 


Some render, a generous man /ball do *1 veil, look chear- 
ful and enjoy himfelf: he Ihall fupport his matters or 
carry his caufe in judgment— he has made God and man 
his friends. 
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ci rr 


Book of Psalms. €g 

6. Surely be fhall Moft certainly he lays fuch a Sect. 84. 
be moved for foundation, that he fhall never v ——v""—J 
ihe righteous m eet with any violent -(hock or Psalm 
fhall beineverlalling ( 0 t a l overthrow, not in an endlefs cx ^ 4 
remembrance. eternity : when the name of the 

wicked fhall be forgotten ; the me¬ 
morials of the juft fhall for ever 


7. He fhall not 
be afraid of evil 
tidings: his heart is 
fixed trufting in the 
Lord. 


8. His heart is 
eP.ablilhed, he fhall 
not be afraid, until 


he fee bis dejlre upo 
his enemies, 


flounfh. 

His good mind fhall not be dif- 7 
trefTed with anxious fears with re- 
fpeCt to alarming dreadful meflages 
of difafters and calamities; his 
heart is firm and intrepid in his 
unfhaken confidence of fafety under 
the divine protection. 

His reafonable expectations and ® 
ftrongeft defires have a ftable folid 
fupport; he fliail be greatly fuperior 
to all apprehenfions of danger; 
whilft the event is confpicuous of 


Q. He hath dif- 
perfed,’he hath given 
to the poor ; his righ- 
teoufnrfs endureth 
for ever; his horn 
fliall be exalted with 
honour. 


to. The wicked 
fltall fee it, and be 
grieved; he fhall 
gnalh with his teeth, 
and melt away: the 
defire of the wicked 
fhall perifh. 


the loweft diTgrace and entire de- 
ftruCtion cf his moft; inveterate 
enemies. 

Inftead of immoderately accu- 9 
mulating, he hath like a fower of 
grain, very largely difperfed his 
wealth; and bountifully contri¬ 
buted to other men’s neceflities; 
the reward of his charities fhall be 
everlafting: his circumftances fhnil 
be moft flourifhing, and his in¬ 
fluence and character rife to the 
utmoft dignity and glory. 

The wicked fhall be diftant 10 
fpeCtators of his final exaltation 
and fhall be filled with anguifh ; 
they fhall grind their teeth for 
entire vexation; as water evapo- 
rateth, or wax melteth with the 
fire, they fhall utterly confume: 
their ftrongeft defires whether to 
prejudice him, or promote them- 
lelves, fliall come to nothing. 

F PSALM 


Voi-. IV. 



*6 


A Paraphrase on the 


PSALM CXIII. 

Continual praife s due to the Almighty . His greatnefs , 
abfolule fupremacy y and infinite cor.def cent ion. Hit 
efpecial regard and concern for the cjfiittcd and dejli - 
tute , Title , Praife ye the Lord. 


Psalm cxiii. r. 


p9 A L M cxiii. I. 


Sect. 84. "I 7 SE your utmoft endeavours 
Vy by the molt {biking folemn 
Psalm expreflions to render the great and 
cxiii. 1. good God, truly illuftrious and 
glorious. You in particular who 
are devoted to his homage and fer- 
vice, celebrate his attributes and 
providence. 

2 In the molt honourable and ex¬ 
alted terms treat the important fub- 
je£t of his dominion and perfection, 
from this feafon forward through a 
boundlefs eternity. 

3 There are in every part of the 
habitable world efiFeCts and noble 
difplays of the divine fupreme ex¬ 
cellence ; equally extenfively ought 
facred homage, and acknowledg¬ 
ments of gratitude to be performed 
by his intelligent productions. 

4 However {Lengthened nations 
are by their connexions, and flou- 
riChing in earthly greatnefs, the 
Lord is infinitely fuperior to, and 
eafily controls them ; the heavenly 
orbs or the moll perfcCt angels fall 
greatly beneath him for brightnefs 
and glory. 

5 Who in heaven or earth can 
conteft or compare with the Lord 
cur God ; who as if he had pitch¬ 
ed his tabernacle in the moil ex¬ 
alted place, fhines above, and at 
once furveys all his numberJefs for¬ 
mations. 


P RAISE ye the 
Lord. Praife, O 
ye fervants of the 
Lord, praife the 
name of the Lord. 


2. BlelTed be the 
name of the Lord, 
from this time forth 
and for ever more. 


3 From the riling 
of the fun unto the 
going down of the 
lame, the Lord's 
name is to be praif- 
ed. 


4- The Lord is 
high above all na¬ 
tions, and his glory 
above the heavens. 

\ 


5. Who is like 
unto the Lord our 
God, who dwelleth 
on high. 


In 



B&ok of P$ A L M S. 



6. Who h«*Weth 

the 

things t^Kt are in 
he tvtih ««*d m the 
•tar thf 

y .He raifeth up the 
poor out of the dull, 
A^lifteth the needy 
out of the dunghill; 


8. That he may 
fet him with princes, 
even with the prin¬ 
ces of his people. 


9. He maketh the 
barren woman to 
keep houfe, end to 
be a joyful mother 
oi children. Praife 
yc the Lord. 


In whom it is an inllance of Sect. 8j.’ 
amazing condefcention, that he 
will vouch fa fe to infpedl diredl and E 9ALI * 
overrule affairs either in the upper QXni ' * 
or lower worlds, 

Nevertheleft, he fuperintendeth 7 
thdfe which feemingly refpedl the 
moft defpicable obje£ls; raifeth to 
power, health, and vigour, the 
difpirited, and humbled to the low- 
ell condition of forrow, fhame, or 
pain ; and exalteth to opulence and- 
independance, from the greateft 
neceffities and the moft fordid 
poverty. 

That having exercifed, lie may 3 
produce their virtues in the moft 
confpicuOus ftations; artd rank 
them with nobles and princes;- 
fenators of the realm, and rulers 
over his people. 

He hath at length fettled the up- 9 
braided childlefs woman, in whom 
the name feemed likely to be ex- 
tin<£l, at the head of a growing 
family, as the joyful mother of a 
numerous off-fpring. Do you ac¬ 
knowledge his favours, and to the 
utmoft of your power diflinguifli 
the everbleffed God with your 
conftant praifes. 


PSALM CXIV. SECT. LXXXV. 

The nature and wonderful circumjlances , of Ifrael’r rev 
demotion from Egypt. The certain agency or aiifal 
prefence of the Almighty the cauje of them. 


Psalm cxiv. 1 , 2 . 

W HEN Ifrael 
went out of 
Egypt, the houfe of 
Jacob 


Psalm cxiv. 1, 2. 



fi ee and enriched with fpoils, from a Ps a lm 
F 2 tedious cxiv. i, 2. 
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Sect. 85. tedious fervitude in the land of E- 
gypt \ the family of Jacob from a 
Psalm people who fpoke a foreign bar- 

cxiv. j, 2. barous language; the tribe of Judah 
marching firfl, with a bright cloud 
{landing over it, was a glorious 
difpiay of the divine faithfulnefs in 
performing his promifes, and the 
peculiar protection of all the other 
tribes a fignal difpiay of his bound- 
lefs Omnipotence. 

3 The Red-fea, as if it had beheld 
and been feized with panicks, fled 
from its channel to make way for 
their paflage: Jordan' s flrong cur¬ 
rent, as greatly alarmed, flopt its 
courfe and fetched a compafs back¬ 
ward to leave them room. 

4 Afterwards, when the law was 
given, the exalted mountain Sinai 
and other neighbouring ones, were 
thrown into unufual agitations, and 
feemed to bound and dance like 
the flrongeft rams; like frifking 
lambs the fmaller hills. 

5 Relate, O thou Red-fea, if thou 
knowefl, the immediate caufe of 
thy fudden retreat ? And thou 
Jordan tell whence it happened, 
that thy flowing waves fo flrangely 
feparated, flood flill, turned back ? 

6 Ye mountains by what new laws 
did you take light leaps refembling 
the leaders of flocks, and ye little 
hills by what unknown properties 
did youdance and caper like lambs? 

7 Not mountains flir and feas re¬ 
tire, but thou whole {olid earth 
{hew the utmoft commotion an- 
guifh horrour, for the dread Ma- 
jefty is prefent, the God of Jacob 
difplays himfeif. 


the 

J acob from a people 
of ftrange language; 
Judah was his fanc- 
tuary, and Ifrael his 
dominion. 


3. The fea faw it 
and fled, Jordan was 
driven back. 


4. The mountains 
(kipped like rams, 
and the little hills, 
like Iambs. 


5. Whatrf//^fthee, 
O thou fea, that 
thou fleddeft r thou 
Jordan, that thou 
wall driven back ? 

6. Ye mountains, 
that ye (kipped like 
rams, and ye little 
hills like lambs ? 

7. Tremble thou 
earth, at the pre¬ 
fence of the Lord, 
at the prefence of 
the God of Jacob. 


For 
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8. Which turned For what is nqt that Omnipo- Sect. 
the rock into a Aand- tence adequate to, which can fuper- 
ing water, the flint f e d e laws of nature; with a Psalm 
into a fountain of wort j change the compaCt hard cx * v * 8- 
water#. rock into water-pools or lakes ; 

inftantly — the moll obdurate flint- 
ftone into fprings otflowing firearm. 


PSALM CXV. 


The honour of deliverances due to the Almighty. His 
attributes confpieuous in them to the conviction of hea¬ 
thens. The nature and properties of idols: the abfur - 

dity of making , and the certain difappointment of 
trujling in them. The true God the objeCi of entire 
confidence . His experienced favours the ground of 
hoping in him. His univerfal authority. Gratitude 
and obedience not to be delayed . 


Psalm cxv. i. 


Psalm cxv. r. 


r ^kTOT unto us, 
i. O Lord, not 
unto us, but unto thy 
name give glory, for 
thy mercy, and for 
thy truth's fake. 


2 Wherefore Ihould 
the heathen fay, 
where is now their 
God? 


3. But our God is 
in the heavens: he 
hath done what¬ 
soever he pleafed. 


N O T unto our flrength or Sect. 85. 

wifdom, Everlafting God, w— 9 
but to thy diftinguifhed attributes Psalm 
be the honour of deliverances a-cxv. 1. 
feribed ; which are the undoubted 
effects, of thy unmerited kindnefs 
and everlafting truth and faith- 
fulnefs. 

Heathen nations have done it 2 
formerly, but what ground is there 
in the prefent afpeCt of affairs, for 
them with infult to enquire, where 
now abfent, or how now neglect¬ 
ful of them is the God they 
boafted of? 

They may not be able to afeer- 3 
tain where their Gods are, or why 
they forget them; but our God, 
though he is. inviflble and we have 
no images or fenfible reprefenta- 
tions of him; yet he is infinitely 
F 3 exalted 

»* 


r Literally, not with'us t i i, e, not-in our power. 
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Stcr 85. exalted, and his gloiious throne in 
the higheft heavens : as to his per- 
Psalm formances, they always have been 
cxv. an£ j a ] wa y S ^jj be whatever plea- 
fes him. 

4 Their idols and vanities are 4. Their idols an 
formed of metals, filver, and gold j filver and gold, the 
they have firlt made with their work of men's 
hands, what they are afterwards hands. 

fo abfurd and ridiculous as to wor¬ 
ship. 

5 The artificer hath indeed, given 5. They have 
them mouths, but not that they souths, bat they 
can fpeak with : eyes have they the fpeak not; eyes have 

form of, but not fuch as can take the y- but ,he y fec 
a view of objects, or diftinguifh be¬ 
twixt light and darknefs. 

6 They have the fhape of ears, 6.Theyhave ears, 
but cannot hear any thing: alfo but r ^ ie / hear not; 
the fimrlitude of nofes, but not the n <* les ha\ c they, but 
leaft fenfation of the moft different 1 rae not ’ 


7 


* 


fmells. 

They have hands refembling 
human ones, but not that can feel 
touch or be afFefted ; feet they like - 
wife have, but no felf moving 
power to ufe or walk on them ; 
neither can they mutter in therr 
mouths the Jeaft articulate found. 


7. They have 
hands, but they 
handle not; feet 
have they, but they 
walk not; neither 
fpeak they through 
their throat. 


They who dire£t the making of 8. s They that 
thefe fenfclefs images, as objects of ma ^ e them are like 
worfhip, may not improperly be unto f° 

compared to them for their fottifh- e 'f r ? °? e 1 at tru 
liefs and ftupidity: all that repofe Ct in 1 em * 
confidence in them, muft be grofsly 


deluded, 


6 Peters tranflates literally, the y that make them Jhnll he like 
unto them , and all they that put their trujl in them , i. e. he ex¬ 
plains they (hall foon become dead and fenfelefs as they 
without any hopes of a renovation, or reftitution to a Rate 
pf happinefs, which was the belief and hope of the people 
pf God : if they rife again, it fhall be only to their con¬ 
demnation. Crit, Dijf. p. 224. 



Book of Psalms. j 

deluded, and in the loweft {late of Sect. 
degeneracy. ’■v 

0. O Ifrael, truft: O ye offspring of upright Ifrael , ^ SA 

thou in the Lord: contemning thefe fooleries, do you cxv * ® 
he it their help and faithful to and wholly depend 
their Ihield. on t ^ e etefna ] fovereign: in him 

center all peTedlions to relieve and 
defend you. 

i©. O houfe of O ye defendants of pious Aaron ^ 10 
Aaron, truft in the fix your hope and truft in him, the 
Lord: he it their fglemnities of whofe worfhip you 
help and their Ihield. are devoted to perform: thofe who 

fincerely ferve may abfolutely rely* 
upon him; neither will he ever 
fail them. 

11. Ye that fear Of whatever tribe or kindred, H 

the Lord, trull in kingdom or nation you are, all ye 
the Lord: he is who profefs ^rue religion, fear God 
their help and -their righteoufnefs, raife your 

only expectations from an Infinite 
Being; and his faithfulnefs and 
omnipotence are full fecurity, that 
they fhall never be difappointed. 

12. The Lord We have largely experienced 12 
hath been mindful the divine regard and affeClion; 
of us: he will bleis we promife ourfelves the long en- 
us; lie will bleis the joy men t cf happinefs under his 
houfe of Ifrael, he protedlion ; that all our tribes fhall 
will blefs the houfe greatly profperous, and the mi- 

oi Aaron. nifters of religion truly bleffed, 

13. He will blefs That all who confefs his autho- *5 
them that fear the rity and are fubjedt to his laws. 

Lord, both fmall fhall equally (hare in his immenfe 
ana great, bounty; without the laft difference 

made, on account of other in¬ 
cidental circumftancqs, and their 
being young or old, high or low, 
rich or poor. 

14. The Lord That his mercies fhall be re- 1 4 * 

(ball § increafe you peated, with continual additions to 

more F 4 them, 

$ Increafe , fome underftand by the word here, the parti¬ 
cular blefling oi addition of years or length of days. 
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Sect. 85. them, with rcfpedt both to your- 
u -~v—^ fclves,and a rifing generation which 
Psalm fhail fp r j n g from you. 
cxv. 14. y ou are and J hope, ever will 

1 5 be peculiarly under the guardian- 
fbip of the Almighty ; and to (up- 
ply vou with all dehrable con¬ 
veniences he his kind concern, 
who is abfolute Lord of earth 

, and heaven. 

16 As to heaven and the exalted 
regions, from the glorious mani- 
feftations of Deity there, they may 
be ftvled the feat or brilliant court 
of the fupreme majefty; but this 
lojver world of earth hath he ap¬ 
pointed for mankind to enjoy, and 
ferve and celebrate him in. 

17 And thev <"• ight to fhew an ex¬ 
treme folicitude to impiove all op¬ 
portunities of a tranfient life to 
this purpofe; for they are perfectly 
fenfible, that they will all foon be 
over : the dead muft never return 
to exprefs their graritude, not fo 
much as one individual of that m 'ft 
large flock who in a conftant fuc- 
ceflion defcend into the filent 
grave. 

18 But we who are aliveand remain, 
do now folemnly engage to adore 
and obey God through the courfe 
of our future days; and hope to 
continue to do it through an end- 
lefs Eternity. Think and fpeak in 
the moft honourable terms of the 
cver-bfcflcd God. 


the 

more and more, you 
and your children. 

1 5. You are blefled 
of the Lo r d, which 
made heaven and 
earth. 


16. The heaven, 
even the heavens are 
the Lords ; but the 
earth hath he given 
to the children of 
men. 


17. The dead 
praife not the Lord, 
neither any that go 
down into fllence. 


18. But we will 
blefs the Lord, from 
this time forth and 
forevermore. Praife 
the Lord. 
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PSALM CXVI. SECT. LXXXVI. 

An ejfe£lionate gratitude expreffed for fame fignal deliver¬ 
ance. Enlargement on the divine goodnefs and mercy. 
Promifes to render publick thankfgivings. The par¬ 
ticular occafton uncertain, the beginning like that of 

the XVIII. 


Psalm cxvi. i. 

t T Love the Lord, 
X becaufe he hath 
heard my voice, and 
my {application. 


2. Becaufc he hath 
inclined his ear unto 
me, therefore will [ 
call upon him as long 
as I live. 


3. The forrows of 
death compafled me, 
and the pains of hell 
gat hold upon me : 
I found trouble and 
forrow. 


ay. Then called I 
upon name of 
the Lord ; O Lord, 
I befeech thee de¬ 
liver my foul. 


Psalm cxvi. 1. 

I Have done and ever will love Sect. 86 . 

the Lord, with an entire af- 
fcCtion manifefted in a regular Psalm 
obedience*, becaufe in every humble c xv *- 
addrefs I have offered up to him, 
and ito the tender pleadings of my 
extreme necefiity, he hath (hewed 
a regard and concern for me. 

In as much as he hath gracioufly 2 
heard, and fpeedily and efficacioufly 
anfwered, it is my fixed resolution 
in all future emergencies, through 
the remainder of my life, to have 
conftant recourfe with my petitions 
to his throne of mercy. 

Diftrcfles furrounded me, like 3 
thofe of a victim bound to be facri- 
ficed; and anguifh feized like that 
of a guilty confcience, or the pu- 
nifhments of the infernal fheol: 
the affliction I met with was moft 
obftinate, and my tribulation ex- 
quifitely tormenting. 

In circumftances that feemed 4 
quite defperate I did not fuccumb; 
but I railed the loudeft outcries to 
the power wifdom and goodnefs 
of God for fpeedy fuccour; faying, 

O thou who art Eternal and In¬ 
finite in all perfections, I befeech 

thee 


’ Some render, I wiihed, or defired that the Lord would 
near my voice, my fupplications, that he would incline his 
ear, U'c, ' 
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Sect. 85. them, with refpedt both to your- 
fclves,and a rifing generation which 
Psalm fhail fp r j n g from you. 

cxv. 14. You are and I hope, ever will 

*5 be peculiarly under the guardian- 
fbip of the Almighty ; and to fup- 
pty \ou with all defirable con¬ 
veniences be his kind concern, 
who is abfolute Lord of earth 
, and heaven. 

j6 As to heaven and the exalted 
regions, from the glorious mani- 
feffotions of Deity there, they may 
be dried the feat or brilliant court 
of the fupreme majefty; but this 
lojver world of earth hath he ap¬ 
pointed for mankind to enjoy, and 
fcrve and celebrate him in. 

17 And thev r 1 ght to fhew an ex¬ 


treme folicitude to improve all op¬ 
portunities of a tranfient life to 
this purpofe; for they are perfe£lly 
fenfible, that they will all foon be 
over : the dead mull never return 
to expiefs their gratitude, not fo 
much as one individual of that mod 
large flock who in a conftant fuc- 
ceflion defeend into the filent 
grave. 

18 But we who are aliveand remain, 
do now folemnly engage to adore 
and obey God through the courfe 
of our future days; and hope to 
continue to do it through an end- 
lefs Eternity. Think and fpeak in 
the moft honourable terms of the 
cver-bleflcd God. 


1 


the 

more and more, yon 
and your children. 

15. You are blefled 
of the Lord, which 
made heaven and 
earth. 


16. The heaven, 
even the heavens are 
the Lords : but the 
earth hath he given 
to the children of 
men. 


17. The dead 
praife not the Lord, 
neither any that go 
down into filence. 


18. But we will 
blefs the Lord, from 
this time forth and 
for ever more. Praife 
the Lord. 


PSALM 
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PSALM CXVI. SECT. LXXXVI. 

An tftfiionate gratitude exprejfed for fime fignal deliver - 
once. Enlargement on the divine goodnefs and mercy. 
Promifes to render publick thankfgivings. The par¬ 
ticular occafion uncertain , the beginning like that of 

the XVIII. 


Psalm cxvi. I. 

t T Love the Lord, 
X becaufe he hath 
heard my voice, and 
my (application. 


2, Becaufe he hath 
inclined his ear unto 
me, therefore will l 
call upon him as long 
as I live. 


3. The forrows of 
death compalled me, 
and the pains of hell 
gat hold upon me: 
I found trouble and 
forrow. 


4. Then called I 
upon name of 
the Lord ; O Lord, 
I befcech thee de¬ 
liver my foul. 


Psalm cxvi. 1. 

I Have done and ever will love Sect. 86 . 

the Lord, with an entire af- 
ft&ion manifefted in a regular Psalm 
obedience i becaufe in every humble cxvi. *• 
addrefs I have offered up to (lim, 
and ih the tender pleadings of my 
extreme neceflity, he hath (hewed 
a regard and concern for me. 

In as much as he hath gracioufly 2 
heard, and fpeedily and eflicacioufly 
anfwered, it is my fixed refolution 
in all future emergencies, through 
the remainder of my life, to have 
conftant recourfe with my petitions 
to his throne of mercy. 

Diftrefles furrounded me, like 3 
thofe of a victim bound to be facri- 
ficed; and anguifh feized like that 
of a guilty confcience, or the pu- 
nifhments of the infernal (heol: 
the affliction I met with was mod 
obftinate, and my tribulation ex- 
quifitely tormenting. 

In circumftances that feemed 4 
quite defperate I dicj not fuccumb; 
but I raifed the loudeft outcries to 
the power wifdom and goodnefs 
of God for fpeedy fuccour; faying, 

O thou who art Eternal and In¬ 
finite in all perfections, I befeech 

thee 


T Some render, I wilhed, or defired that the Lord would 
hear my voice, my (applications, that he would incline his 
ear, tdc* — 
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Sect. S6. thee to refcue me from vifible ruin 
L prefprve me from inftant deftruc- 

PsALM tion. 


It is my good Lord’s mclina- 

^ tion to fhew favour, and a)] his 
dealings are remarkably kind and 
equal; yea our God and Father is 
moft tenderly affectionate. 

6 As his peculiar charge, by a moft 
indulgent providence the everblef- 
fed God perpetually watcheth over 
the undeligning artlefs and honeft: 
both my own (kill failed and my 
ftrength was quite exhaufted when 
be provided for my timely fuccour 
and perfect fafety. 

7 I can now truly fay to myfelf, 
return from all thy hazards and 
agitations, as from tempeftuous 
leas, to the welcome abodes or 
peaceful harbour of reft, eafe, and 
fatisfa&ion; for a moft bountiful 
God hath conferred on thee lafting 
obligations, the moft important 
favours. 

# No lefs than the recovery of life 
out of the jaws of devouring death ; 
joy from grief that filled my eyes 
with briny tears; and firm and furc 
footing from the moft flippery paths 
where I moved with the greateft 
hazard. 


5. Gracious U the 
Lord, and righte¬ 
ous; yea, our God 
is meraful. 

6 . The Lord pre- 
ferveth the fun pie; 
I was brought low, 
and he helped me. 


7. Return unto 
thy reft, O my foul, 
for the Lord hath 
dealt bountifully 
with thee. 


8. For thou haft 
delivered my foul 
from death, mine 
eyes from tears, and 
my feet from fall¬ 
ing. 


9 It is now my only concern, and 
it is my fixed purpofe to make a 
due improvement: to adl habitu¬ 
ally as under the divine infpeftion ; 
fupport a religious charadler, and 
prepare for life eternal. 

>0 The di vine promifes are made 
good in my comfortable fettlement, 
which I always allured myfelf 
would bp; therefore will I acknow¬ 
ledge, 


9 I will walk be¬ 
fore the Lord in 
the land of the 
living. 


10. I believed 
therefore have I 
fpoken: l was great¬ 
ly aifli&ed. 



,1.1 faid in my 
h jfe, all men *re u 


12 . 


What fhall I 
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ledge, that I was reduced to the Sect. 86. 
laft extremity. 

In tbe tumult and hurry of my Psalm 
pa Arons owing to the precipitancy cxvu * I0 * 
of my flight, I thought and indeed 11 ' 
faid, that every man intends to 
deceive ; and there is no more re¬ 
lying upon human faith or truth 
profeflicms or promifes. 

What returns can I make to a IZ 
render unto the moft gracious God for his number- 
Lord, fir all his lefs ineftimable favours; who both 
benefits towards me. forgave my uncharitable ra(h ex- 

preflions, and relieved me from the 
calamities and defpondin^ fears 
which produced them. 

13. I will take In our cuftomary way I will 1 3 
the * cup of falva- commemorate the fignal deliver- 
tion, and call upon ance, take a cup of wine, and 
the name of the picufly invoking the Eternal Being, 

Loan. pafs it round in folemn and grate¬ 

ful acknowledgment. 

14. I will pay my I moft joyfully embrace this op- H 
vows unto the Lord, portunity, in prefence of the great 
now in the preience congregation, to teftifv my fmcere 
of all his people. thankfulnefs and pay the facred 

vows I made to the Lord, if ever 
I fhould be reftored. 

And it is evident in my reftora- 1 5 
tion, that of greater confequence 
3/ the death of his j n t j lc eftimate of the Almighty, 

I a ‘ ncs ' are thofe who worfhip and ferve, 

fubmit to and rely upon him; than 
•that he will lightly fuffer them 
to be fkini or their blood fpilt at 

the 


15. Precious in 
the fight of the Lord 


u Some render, all men a lie, a thing of nothing, a mccr 
phantom without truth or folidity. 

w The cup of f nidation t either more folemn in the temple. 
Or private in families. R. So/, interprets, bring the drink- 
offering of praife which I ‘voiced. The Rabbins fay, that over 
the former only the Levites fing the fong of oblation : over 
the latter the form is,— Bleffed be our God the Lord of the 
yvor/d, who hath created the fruit of the vine. 
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Psalm 
C*vL 15 
16. 


Sect. 86. the pleafure of the wicked and 
ungodly. 

Having experienced this, I con- 
fider myfelf as laid under frefh 
obligations, moft righteous and 
good God, to behave in all re- 
fpe&s agreeably to my chara&er as 
thy fervant: thy fervant I furely 
am, even thy (lave born of thy 
female flave, and absolutely at thy 
difpofal; fince thou hall loofed 
thofe bands which held, and feemed 
to have defined me for immediate 
execution. 

17 To the utmoft I engage to fhew 
mv gratitude: as expreflions thereof 
offer facrifices; and to invite all 
others to God’s worfhip, will in 
the moft publick manner declare 
his perfe^ion and providence. 
iS However fecretly in the day of 
adverfity my vows unto the Lord 
^ ere entered into, they fhall be 
moft punctually and openly per¬ 
formed, all his aflembled people 
being witneftes. 

iI9 T his fhall be done in the courts of 
the fan£tuary, in the principal part 
of thy fpacious city, O Jerufalem: 
and let all prefent join in confef- 
fing and adoring the mpft high 
God. 


16. Oh Lord, truly 
I am thy fervant; I 
am thy fervant. And 
the fon of thy hand¬ 
maid; thou haft loof¬ 
ed my bonds. 


17. I will offer 
to thee the facri- 
fice of thankfgiving, 
and will call upon 
the name of the 
Lord. 

18.1 will pay my 
vows unto the Lord, 
now in the prefence 
of all his people. 


19. In the courts 
of the Lo rd's houfe, 
in the midft of thee, 
O Jerufalem. Praifc 
ye the Lord. 


PSALM CXVII. 

Invitation of all people and kindreds to celebrate the divine 
mercy and faithfulncfs . 

Psalm cxvii. x. P s a l m cxvii. 1. 

Sect. 86. TV E perfuacjed, O ye heathen Praife the 

* nations ip all quarters of. this ^ ,0RD \ a U ye 

Psalm habitable world, renouncing your nat ‘ ons: praife him, 

CXV1U '• falfe and abfurd religions, to ac- a » 7 e P«P>e- 

know- 
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knowledge and pay divine worfhip$ECT. %6 • 
to the immutable perfections uf the 
everlafting God: of whatever fa*- P SALM 
itiily or kindred you are, think and cxvll# *’ 
fpeak honourably of him. 

2. For his merci- For there is a tranfcendeney of 
ful kindnefs is great his unmerited kindnefs and mercy, 
towards us: and the truly manifefted to us Ifraelites 
truth of the Lord w fo 0 k now and ferve him: and the 
evdureth for ever. con ft anc y anc ] fidelity of the Lord 
P raife ye the ord. afe invariable and eternal. 


PSALM CXVIII. SECT. LXXXV 1 I. 

The Tfraelite’s required to celebrate divine mercies. Par¬ 
ticularly fome late deliverance. The Almighty the only 
objett ofjupreme confidence . The infallible fupport of 
the righteous . His praifes to be folemnized. The oc - 
cafion , fome fuppofe , to be David’r perfeQ fettlement 
in his kingdom . and his bringing up the ark unto Jeru- 
falem. Others the return of the Jews from captivity , 
and rebuilding of the temple . 


Psalm cxviii. i. 


Psalm cxviii. r. 


O Give thanks 
unto the Lord, 
for he is good: be- 
caufe his mercy en- 
durethior ever. 


2. Let Ifrael now 
fay, that his mercy 
endureth for ever. 


3. Let the houfe 
of Aaron now fay, 
that his mercy en¬ 
dureth for ever. 


M AKE publick profefiions to Sect, 87. 

God’s honour for his fignal 
favours: it illuftrioufly appears that P SALM 
he is the moll beneficent of beings; cxvm ‘ 1 ' 
and his goodnefs and bounty are 
not inconftant limited or fhort- 
lived, but permanent and eternal. 

Let the people fprung from our 2 
upright and pious father Ifrael , on 
the prefent happy occafion folemn- 
ly declare the infinity of divine 
loving kindnefs and mercy. 

Let the descendants of hallowed 3 
Aaron both priefls and levites, for 
this recent extraordinary favour, 
moft devoutly acknowledge that 
there is no end, or bounds of the 
Lord’s benignity. 


At 
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Sect. 87. At the fame time let all profely- 
— v —tes, or all men of whatever nation 
Psalm w ho f ear Q 0 D and work righteouG- 
cxvm. 4. ne f s concur ^ in openly avowing 
the immenfity of his companion 
and benevolence. 

5 I do moft thankfully mention 
my own particular cafe as an in- 
ftance > I invoked his afiiftance 
under peculiar neceflities, like one 
bound up clofe, or hemm’d in on 
all Tides; and his kind providence 
adfed correfpondently to my de¬ 
fires, reftored me to perfedt ■ fafety 
and liberty. 

6 The Indcpendant and Eternal 
Being appears determined to pro¬ 
tect and defend me, I will not 
give way to any anxiety or timidi¬ 
ty. What is the utmoft {kill or 
power of earth-born man able to 
cfFeft, to my diUdvantage in op- 
pofttion to his Omnipotence? 

7 The moft high God engages 
his all-fufflciency to join with, my 
other abettors and adherents; where¬ 
fore I do fully conclude, that I 
fhall fee with contempt the im¬ 
potent efforts of my baffled ene¬ 
mies. 

8 It is inexprefflbly more rational 
and beneficial to depend for fafety 
on the divine protedlion, than to 
expedt it from any human fuccours. 

9 More fitting and neceffary is it, 
and an happier iffue is like to pro¬ 
ceed from relying upon the care 
and obfcrving the rules of provi¬ 
dence; than from trufting to the 
grcateft power or moft refined po¬ 
licy even of princes and governours. 

People 


4. Let them now 
that fear the Lord 
fay, that his mercy 
endureth for ever. 


5. I called upon 
the Lord in diflrefs: 
the Lord anfwered 
me, and fet me in a 
Urge place. 


6 . The Lord is 
on my fide, I will 
not fear. What can 
man do unto me ? 


7. The Lord 
taketh my part §with 
them chat help me: 
therefore fnall I fee 
my defire upon them 
that hate me. 


8 . It is better to 
truft in the Lord, 
than to put confi¬ 
dence in man. 

9. It is better to 
trull in the Lord, 
than to put confi¬ 
dence in princes. 


§ With them that help me % fome interpret as a JewiJb 
idiom denoting only that the Lord did help him . 
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10. All nations People of various nations with Sect. 
com paifed me about: hoftile views have furrounded me: ^ - v — 

* but in the name of jj Ut m y religious hopes infpired me Psalm 
the Lord will I w j t h f u ch ardouf and refolution, uv ^ r **** 
deiiroy them. that in due time I circumcifed cut 


11. They com¬ 
pared me about, 
yea, they compared 
me about; but in 
the name 6f the 
Lord X will deltroy 
them. 

12. They compar¬ 
ed me about like 
bees; they are y 
quenched as the lire 
of thorns: for in the 
name of the Lord I 
will deftroy them. 

13. Thou haft 
thrult fore at me, 
that I might fall: but 
theLoR d helped me. 

14. The Lord is 
my ftrength and 
fong, and is become 
siy lalvacion. 


off or deftroyed them. 

They have encompaffed me, yea 11 
frequently One after another have 
they invefted me on all fides: but 
with heaven’s all powerful afliftanCe 
I have always fupprerted them. 

They belet me like fwarrtis of it 
angry bees: as a fire made of thorns 
blazes, their rage burned, nevtrthe- 
lefs, by virtue of divine fuc^our I 
have totally fubdued them. 

O thou moft inveterate enemy, ig 
in repeated inrtances thou halt 
driven at me with the utmoft fury, 
to precipitate my downfal and ruin: 
but the invincible arm of Almighty * 
God hath timely fupported me. 

My confidence in him is the ?4 
ground of all my courage and in¬ 
trepidity; neither had I been able 
thus to fing his praife, had he not 
fuftained me: on the prelent, as on 
all other occaficn, I freely re¬ 
cognize his providence as the only 
fource of falvation. 


15: The voice of Others concerned in this com- i> 
rejoicing and falva- mon deliverance, will congratulate 

tiun is in the taber- ^ and the joyful found be repeated 
nacles 


x This has been underltood as the TeJJera the fentence of 
attack, or fignal to efigage, like thofe of Cyrus — Jupiter is 
our leader and ally — Jupiter our captain and preferver. 
Cyroptcd L. III. and VII. and Gideon , Judg. vii. lS.—This 
interpretation being only founded on the repetition, may it 
not more probably be deligned as failed to the jnuiical per¬ 
formance. 

y “Un commonly rendered quenched like many other 
words, is probably here nfed in a contrary fenfe, to denote 
burnt or inflamed. Thus all the ancient interpreters except 
the Sjriac umkrlland ic. 



So 


Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 87. in all truly good men's houfes: in 
—v—triumph they will declare — no 
Psalm human power or policy could have 
cxvin. 15. achieved what the divine exerted 
Omnipotence hath done. 

16 The Almighty efficiency (hine9 
out mod illuftrioufly: as the right 
hand of fome valiant chief per¬ 
forms wonders, fo hath the power 
of heaven in our favour, appeared 
abfolutely invincible. 

17 Though they fully expedled that 
I fhould, yet it is plain I (hall not 
fall, by that meditated ftroke di- 
redfly levelled at me ; but my life 
fhall be prolonged: and which is 
the principal value and great end 
of living, I (hall record the amazing 
and ineftimable performances of the 
Infinite Mind. 

18 To rectify my voluntary errors, 
and reduce me to obedience, the 
wife and good Lord hath fubjedted 
me to the difeipline of various heavy 
afflidlions: but hath ever made a 
refeive of life, and, whatever I 
have deferved, hath not configned 
me over to the hand of death, or 
the power of the fword. 

*9 O ye keepers of them, open to 
me the gates of the fandluary, fre¬ 
quented by the righteous and good : 
I defire, through them, to enter into 
the holy place in order to acknow¬ 
ledge my peculiar obligations to the 
divine everlafting clemency and 
mercy. 

20 1 he gate which I principally 

fpeak of, is that awful one leading 
to the facred prefence, through 
which holy and virtuous men only 
are admitted; and as one of whofe 
number and charadter I claim the 
privilege of a ready paflage. 


nacles of the righ¬ 
teous ; the right hand 
of the Lord doeth 
valiantly. 

16.The right hand, 
of the Lord is ex¬ 
alted :the right hand 
of the Lord doeth 
valiantly. 


17.1 fhall not die, 
but live, and declare 
the works of the 
Lord. 


18. The Lord 
hath chaftened me 
fore: but he hath 
not given me over 
unto death. 


19. Open to me 
the gates of righ- 
teoufnefs : I will go 
into them, and\ will 
praife the Lord. 


20. This gate of 
the Lord, imo 
which the righteous 
fhall enter. 


My 
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2 \ 1 wiH praifc 

thct: for thou haft 
heard nUfp and 
become ni y falva- 
tion. 


22. The ftone 
hvhicb the builders 
refufed, is become 
the head Jlone of the 
corner. 


23. This is the 
Lord’s doing : it is 
marvellous in our 
eyes. 


24. This is the 
day which the Lord 
hath m.'tdc : we will 
rejoice and be glad 
in it. 


z Save now, 
I befecch thee, O 
Lord ; 


My important bufinefs rcfpeSs Sect. 87.- 
thee my great preferver and bene- - \r— J 

fa£lof, and my fixed purpofe, O Psalm 
moft munificent Lord, is to render cxv111, 21 • 
facrifices of thankfgiving ; and pro¬ 
claim to; all the world thy anfwers 
to my prayers, and deliverances of 
me from the greateft dangers. 

Like a ftone, which builders 22 
have rejeffed as unfit for any place, 
and yet at length apply tP the molt 
important feryice of uniting or fup* 
porting the whole edifice: fo is a 
man raifed from a condition of the 
utmoft, negleft and obfeurit)^ to 
the higheft employment in the go¬ 
vernment. 

An event furely accountable 23 
only from the fpecial hand of pro¬ 
vidence: in all its circumftances it 
is very extraordinary and aftonifh- 
ing, and as fuch we cannot but 
efteem and admire. 

The events of providence then 24 
have marked out ihisfeafon,as pecu¬ 
liarly deferving to be moft thankfully 
commemorated: accordingly, we 
will wholly devote it to acclama¬ 
tions j and all a£tions that are pro¬ 
perly exprefiive of the fincereft 
gladnefs and an entire fatisfiii&ion. 

Now, good God, thou haft 25 
greatly favoured, I humbly pray, 

do 


2 Thcfe words are faid to be repeated at the feajl of 
fahis in memory of the overthrow of Jericho : when on the 
frit day of the feaft, they prepared branches of palm, 
willow and myrtle, and tied them together, and thefe they 
carried in their hands all the time of the feaft. Once every 
day they came into the court of the temple, where going round 
to the altar, with their boughs bending towards it, they 
cried, Hojanna , or fave now y O Lord; O Lord fend us 
profperity. Upon the feventh they compared the altar 
irven times. Nat, llifl . of Judaifm. p. 119, 

V 0L. IV. G 
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A Paraphrase on the 


3ect. 87. do thou fignally preferve and de- Lord: O Loro, 1 
V—^ fend ; my earned requcft is, mod befeech thee, fend 
Ps alm gracious Father, that thou wilt in now prosperity, 
cxviii. 25. a j| re fp e< c^ s vouchfafe fuccefs and 

profpcrity. 

2 6 May he, who afcendeth the 26 Blefled he he 
throne thus by the manifed dc- that cometh in the 
fignation of the Almighty, be re* name of the Lord; 
markably happy, and daily grow- we have blefled you 

ing in all inftances of the mod °^ It ou ^ e °‘ 

folid bleflednefs: from this facred 1 e 08 0m 


place where W’e perform our func¬ 
tions, we have always and ever 
{hall wifh and pray, that whatever 
is truly good and defirable may 
happen to you, and to the whole 
community. 

27 The kind providence which hath 
redored our profperity, is mod 
worthy to be celebrated: prepare 
for doing it, bind the fedival victim 
with cords that it may be brought 
to be facrificed, and its blood after¬ 
wards fprinkledon the horns, or on 
every fide round about the altar. 

28 O' mofl bountiful Being, thou 
art my God, ruler and benefadfor, 
and in that charadter I defire in 
the mod publick manner to confefs 
thee: my God to all purpofes 


27. God // the 
Lord, which hath 
fhevved us light; d 
bind the facrifice 
with cords, even un¬ 
to the horns of the 
altar. 


28. Thou art my 
God, and I will 
praife thee : thou art 
my God, I will exalt 
thee. 


thou had appeared to be mod con- 
fpicuoufly, I fincerely aferibe to 
thee all poflible dignity and glory. 

2 9 O you aflembled Ifrael'ites , do 29.0 give thanks 
you exprefs an unfeigned gratitude unt0 the Lord; for 
unto the great Lord of all, for he ^ ls S OOC L * or his 
is mod emphatically and fupreme- merc y endureth for 

ly good and wife} his beneficence ever * 
alfo is permanent unchangeable 
and eternal. 


a Some render, JlreuJ ‘willow boughs even to the herns of 
the altar . 
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PSALM CXIX. SECT. LXXXVIII. 

7/ ;/ advantages of religious virtue. In ft ruction to youth 
for obtaining iti Prayer for divine teaching , Ver. i — 
25. aiphabetital and very curious compofition as 

to its form and manner , but invaluable for its meaning 
and do&rine. 


Psalm cxix. 1 . 


Psalm cxix. r. 


A L E P H. 


B Lefled are the 
undehlcd in the 
way, who walk in 
the law of the Lord. 


2. Ble/Ted are they 
that keep his telli- 
monies, and that 
feek him with the 
ivhole heart. 


3. They alfo do 
no iniquity: they 
walk in his ways. 


4.Thou haft com¬ 
manded us to keep 
thy precepts dili¬ 
gently. 


5. O that mv 
ways were direfted 
to kacp thy ftatutes i 


T HEY are truly honourable Sect. 88. 

and in the highelt degree —v—— 1 
happy who pradtife a fincere and Psalm 
unblemifhed virtue and piety : CX1X ‘ 1 • 
whofe prevailing tenour of ^life is 
conformable to God’s laws of 
righteoufnefs. 

Doubtlefs in the way which leads 2 
to temporal and eternal diftin&ion 
and felicity are they who duly ob- 
ferve God’s (landing inftrurflions 
of.truth and duty: and that dili¬ 
gently (ludy his works that they 
may be acquainted with his pef- 
fc£lion$, perform his will and 
fecure his favour. 

They are not free front defe£b, 3 
but they are from defigned habitual 
iniquity unfaimefs or dilhonefty, 
under whatever pretext they could 
perpetrate it: the courfe of their 
actions is correfpondent tp the 
divine rules preferibed for them. 

Being abfoluteJy neceffary to our 4 
happinefs, thou haft conftituted it 
our indifpenfable duty, to be a&iyev 
and zealous diligent and ccnftant 
in our endeavours, to pradtife con¬ 
formably to the tenour of thy pre¬ 
cepts. 

My greateft lafling intereft is foS 
vifibly concerned herein, that I mofk 
fmcerely wi(b and pray that I may 

G a fo 



6 , Then (hall 1 
not be afhamed, 
when I have refpeft 
unto all thy com- 


j. I will pfaife 


A Paraphrase en the 

StCT.SS. fo conduct all my actions as never 
’V - J to depart from an eftablifhed and 
Psalm un jf orm virtue and piety. 

€xix. 5. The confequenee I am fully 
* fatisfied, would amply reward me: 
my hopes would not be disappoint¬ 
ed, my enemies unfubdued ; nor , 
fhould I doubt the performance of maD ments 
thy mod gracious promifes, when 
1 regarded the conditions of them ; 
or the obedience of thy laws as the 
terms of thy favour. 

7 Moreover, mine offices of de¬ 
votion will have in them the high- 'J'j™ upright- 

eft recommendation of an incorrupt ° , cart j w 
mind and approving confcience, , j h ; ud cr. 
when I am perfe&ly acquainted with £ nts * 
the whole plan of right a&ion or V 
true religion : and obey all thofe 
moral laws which conflitute a cha¬ 
racter for righteoufnefs. 

9 My unvaried ftedfaft purport is 
to confider thy ftatutes as my molt 
important charge; and with the 
utmoft vigilance of arefolved virtue 
live according to them: only in 
th is ftate of inftability affliction 
and temptation, I befeech thee 
never in any degree to withdraw 
thy regard from, nor leave me 
deftitute. 

9 If it be afkcd, by what means „ 
fhall an unfkilful and inexperienced a young man cleanfe 
youth fo conduit himfelf as to ren- his wa >' ? b y ,akin S 
der his moral character unblemifh- t ^ £t0 aC( - or 
ed, or his courfe of life free from ln 2 t0 tb >' word ' 
all ftains of profanenefs and wick- 
ednefs? The anfwer is, that no¬ 
thing fo direCHy conduces to this 
end, as early forming his mind and 
continually fquaring his aftions by 
the rules thy word contains. 


8. I will keep tby 
ftatutes: O forfake 
me not utterly. 


BETH. 

9.Wherewith fhall 


With 



Book of Psalm 5 . 



in. With my whole 
heart have I fought 
thee: O let me not 
wander from thy 
commandments. 


n.Thy word have 
I hid in mine heart, 
that I might not fin 
againil thee. 


12. 

Bleffed art 

thou, 

O 

Lord: 

teach 

me 

thy da- 

tuces. 




1 3. With my * 
lips have I declared 
all the judgments of 
thy mouth. 


14.1 have rejoiced 
in the way of thy 
telli^nonies, as much 
aj in all riches. 


]<;. T will medi¬ 
tate in thy precepts, 

and 


With an heart that is entirely Sect. 88r 
thine, and fincerely bent to pleafe v—-/ 

thee, I have trufted in, vvorfhipped Psalm 
and ferved thee: fuffer me not cx ‘ x * I0 * 
to do wrong through ignorance or 
error, evil counfcl or earned: per- 
fuafion, the furprize of fudden paf- 
fion or the violence of drong temp¬ 
tation. 

That I may be effectually pre- 1 1 
ferved from any way fwerving in 
matter of duty and virtue, as an 
invaluable treafure I have lodged 
in my bread the promifes and 
threat’nings of thy word; 01^ been 
deeply impreffed with a fenfe of 
the effeCts and confequences of 
actions. 

Deferving art thou, O eternal 1 2 
and mod bountiful God, of the 
highed efteem and honour; to all 
thy other mercies and favours add 
the ineftimable benefit of inftruo 
ting me in the clear knowledge 
and condant praCtice of univtrial 
1 ighteoufnefs. 

So far as I have been acquainted *3 
with them, I have freely commu¬ 
nicated and given the utmolt fanc- 
tion to whatever laws thou hid 
any way promulgated,or appointed 
for Our obfervance. 

I have performed with more 
alacrity and real gladnefs the courfe 
of duties folemnly enjoined me, 
than the mod worldly minded man 
has in the acquifition or enjoyment 
of immenfe riches. 

I will morning and evening ex- 15 
patiate in thinking upon t^ofe pre- 
Cj 3 cep is 


c Some interpret this, tfyrt he repeats over and learns by 
heart all God's laws. 
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G I MEL. 

7. Deal bounti- 
fer- 
ma y 


8 6 A Paraphrase on the 

Sect. 88. cepts thou haft laid an efpecial ar| d have re ^pect 
—v——' ftref* on; and as my fcope or mark UIU0 ^ wa > s » 
Psalm w j|| diligently attend to the me- 
cxix. 15. thods and dirpofitions of thine all¬ 
wife providence, 

16 I propofe to myfelf the nobleft 16. I will delight 
pleafure from obferving thofe or- myfelf in thy ftatu- 
dinances of thine which ftint our tes; 1 will not forget 
paiTions and regulate our pra&ice: 1 ^ wor ’ 
it would be the worft kind of ne¬ 
gligence and inattention in me to 
forget, or any way difregard thofe 
important meflages thy word con¬ 
tains. 

Conformably to thy promifes 
and thy ufual proceedings, make ^ u h/ w * l b thy fer 
gracious returns to him for his * ant * ^ 

fjneere though imperfedl ferviccs, ward^ CC ^ * ^ 
who i6devoted to thine obedience; 
then I (hall both be more happy; 
and able wiih greater freedom 2nd 
affiduitv to fet myfelf to difeharge 
the truft repofed in me. 

j3 Further, as a veil that darkens Cpen thou 

or a cloud that intercepts their m ’ ne I 

view, remove f;om berore the eves , 7 , . c 

r -iii. c ■ J derous thmes out of 

or my mind all degrees oMgncrance t ^ v ] aw 

and error; that T may difeern with 

j 

plainnefs for my improvement the 
beauty and excellency of thy law, 
with the nobleft pleafure of being 
under its influence, 

ig As to this earth and all itstranfient T 9- ^ am a ^ ran - 
advantages I truly efteem myfelf £f r t ^ ,e eart h : 
Only a temporary refident, or un- bide not thy com- 

fettled ftranger: luffer me not then man ments roin 
to be ignorant bewildered or mifta- 
ken, as to thofe ways of truth and 
virtue which concern my future 
cverlaftincr ftate. 

2 Q I cannot but be extremely foli- 
citous on this important head, and 
do dually wejir 4nd pine away 

with 


me. 


20. My foul break- 
cth for the lonein^ 
that it hath unto thy 
judg- 



judgments 

limes. 


CX1X. 20, 


Book <?/ Psalms. 

»t all with intenfenefs of application, to Ssct. 88- 
underftand and continually obferve 
the true meafures of life and hap- Psalm 
pinefs. 

2/. Thou hafWre- There is the greateft danger in ^ 
baked the proud doing otherwife, for in various 
that are curfed, inftances with a fignal feverity 
which do err from thou haft ebaftifed the felf-fuffi- 
thy commandments. c j ent impenitent and obftinate; 

as abominable and execrable they 
have appeared, who deliberately and 
in contempt of all reftraint wan¬ 
der, from the plaineft paths of virtue 
and happinefs. 

22. Remove from I have moft ftridlly guarded a- 2Z 

me reproach and gainft the violation of thy {landing 
contempt; for I have Jaws i and yet I am reproached 
kept thy teftimo- an d v flified, as if the revei fc hereof 
rjes * was my real practice: vindicate me 

from thefe afperfions, let me be 
removed out of their reach or fo 
fituated that they cannot affetft me. 

23. Princes alfo I not only fuffer the derifion and 2 3 
did fit and fpealc a- invedtive of the populace, but 
gainfi me: but thy leading men and principal nia- 
Ijrvanc did meditate gift ra t es did fit in judgment and 
id c y 1 atutes. pronounce fentence againft me: 

thy fervant amidft all thefe dili¬ 
gently employed himl'elf in en¬ 
larging on thy unchangeable and 
eternal laws. 

24 Thy teftimo- The ftudy of thefe true rules of 2 \ 
nies alfo are my de- life, further, under the fharpeft 
fight, and my v'Qun- pain gives me facred pleafure; and 
L‘^ ors - however embarraffed my affairs, 

their dire&ionfupplies the place of 
the ableft counfcllors. 


c ' Madge underftands by proud, athcijftcal contemptuous dif- 
regarda s of God and his laws. 
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A Paraphrase on the 


SECT. LXXXIX. 

Support and vigour implored under extreme dejefticn, 
Likewife> wifdom , integrity , Jlcadinefs ; ond to be 
guarded avarice^ vanity* and reproaches . Enga¬ 

gement upon being favoured with deliverance and fafety 
to prattife and recommend univerfal righteoufnejs. 
Vcr. 25—49. 


Ps a L m cxix. 25. 


S ect. 89. r | ' H E heavy weight of evils 
\ —A and calamities I conflict with 
Psalm p rc (f e th me f 0 hard, that I am in 
^ IX * ** the utmoft danger of finking and 
perilling under it: agreeably to thy 
gracious promifes and tender com¬ 
panions preferve my life and reftore 
my ftrength and profperity. 

26 As my righteous Lord and 
great director, I have laid before 
thee the long detail of my circum- 
ftances and pra< 51 ices, and thou haft 
accommodated thy difpenfations to 
them: as what moft concerns me 
inftruft me fully in thofe laws 
which preferibe their true boun¬ 
daries to my pafTions and adlions. 

27 Enable me by the clearcft repre¬ 
sentations, to form an exadt judg¬ 
ment of that courfe which thy pre¬ 
cepts diredt me to walk in: which 
will qualify me with greater plca- 
fure and benefit to contemplate the 
extraordinary and miraculous dif- 
plays of thine Omnipotence. 

28 Like water that continually 
drops I am wafted, or as melted 
v/ax, my natural firmnefs and vi¬ 
gour decayed with lingring pain 

and 


Psalm cxix. 25, 

D ALETH. 
C T\ /fY foulcleav- 
J_VjL cth unto the 
dull : quicken thou 
me according to thy 
word. 


26. I have de¬ 
clared my ways, and 
thou heardelt me: 
teach me thy Ila- 
tutcs. 


27. Make me to 
underftand the way 
of thy precepts : fo 
fhall I talk of thy 
wondrous works. 


28. My foul mel- 
teth for heavinefs: 
ftrengthen thgu me 
according unto thy 
word. 


* Mudge by a different reading explains, afHiftion made 
him refleft on his ways, and gave him reai'on enough to 
£ray God to teach him his ordinances. 



30. I have chofen 
the way of truth 


' Book of Psalms. 89 

and gauling anguifh: recover me Sect. 89, 
from this weak and faltering con- -"V*— 4 

dition to health and happinefs, an- Psalm 
fwerably to the goodnefs of thy na- CJC ^* 
ture and the declarations of thy 
mercy. 

29. Remove from Divert from ever approaching 29 
jne the way of lying: me and mixing in my temper or 
and grant me thy pra&ice, all the various ways and 
law gracioufly. ar ts of deception apoftacy or hypo- 

crify: and vouchfafe me the inex- 
preflible favour to be under the 
conftant uniform condu<ft of thy 
moft righteous precepts. 

Reje&ing all other courfes, 1 30 
have preferred and determined to 
thy judgments have follow the dictates of rcafon and 
I laid before me, virtue: thy own plan of equity and 

integrity preferibed to me and all 
men, I have fixed upon as the un¬ 
varied rule of my entire behaviour. 

I have (luck Nothing has done, npr ever (hall 3* 
thy teftimo- ftir me from the clofeft adherence, 

O Lord, put in all affe&ion duty and fidelity to 
me not to (hame. thy moral and eternal laws: juft 

and good God, difappoint not the 
reafonable hopes I cherifh of the 
happy efFefts hereof. 

I (hall have leizure as well as 32 
inclination to make the fpeedieft 
mandments, when progrefs in the ftudy and obedience 
thou (halt enlarge 0 f thy laws; when thou (halt be 
my heart. pleafed to fet my mind and thoughts 

at perfetft liberty, from thofe afflic¬ 
tions and anxieties which have a 
tendency to opprefs and contraft 
^ E. them. 

33. Teach me, O Vouchfafe, O Gon of truth 33 

Lord, the way of anc j vvifdom, to direct me con- 

My atutes, and I ft a ntly in understanding that courfe 
Jhall keep it unto ■ ■ 

the r end ot 


3 1 - 
unto 
nies: 


32. I will run the 
way of thy com- 


f F.nJy literally to the heel quite through, a$ Jl htJgt ha*j 
it or from head to foot. 
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Sect. 89* pf a&ion thy Jaws prefcribej and 


Psalm 
Cxix. 33. 


to the end of my days I will moft 
fincerely endeavour to guard my 
fteps againft ever {tumbling or de¬ 


viating from it. 

2 . Form my rational moral powers 34. Give me un- 
* fo that I can weigh all matters demanding, and £ 
which concern me in the exa£teft fhall keep thy law; 
balances of judgment and difcre- y ea > } °b^rve 
tion ; confcquently I (hall keep thy w "° c 

righteous precepts facred and in- r * 
violable: yea as my great bufinefs 
I (hall attend to their obfervance 


with the utmoft afiiduity fervour 


,and conflancy. 

^ Influence me by their awful 
fandlions to make continual pro- 
grefs in the dirc£t plain road of 
obedience to thy certain injunc¬ 
tions: for that is my unfeigned de¬ 
fire and what gives me the higheft 
pleafure. 

36 Extend the views -and purpofes, 
or enlarge the affe£lions of my heart 
to a proper benevolence of virtue 
and generous regard of all duty \ 
and let them not be contra£led by 
an undue felfifhneis, rapacious a- 
varice, or dilhoneft practice in 


35. Make me to 
go in the path of 
thy commandments; 
for therein do I de¬ 
light. 


36. Incline my 
heart unto thy tefli- 
monies, and not to 
covetoufnefs. 


order to accumulate riches. 


Keep mine eyes proceeding or 37. Turn away 
flill looking forward, that they do mine eyes from be- 
not flop fix and become captivated holding vanity; and 
with the delufive empty feenes of c l°^ c ^ en t ^ 10U me * n 
this fecular life} ambition which 1 ^ way. 
tantalizes or fenfual pleafures that 
deffipate all the vigour of their in¬ 
fatuated votaries: actuate me to 


all laudable detigns and virtuous 
purfuits, as abfolutely neceilury 
truly to live and to be happy. 

38 Let it appear, that nothing of 
thy word of promife refpe£ling thy 

fervant’s 


38. Stablifh thy 
word unto thy fer- 
vant^ 
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vant, who is devoted 

to thy Jear. 


39. Turn away 
my reproach which 
I fear : for thy judg¬ 
ments are good. 

40. Behold, I have 
longed after thy pre¬ 
cepts : quicken me 
in thy righceoufneis. 


V A U. 

41. Let thy mer¬ 
cies come alfo unto 
me, O Lord, even 
thy falvatipn accord¬ 
ing to thy word. 


42. So fhnll I 
have wherewitli to 
anfwer him that re- 
proacheth me : for I 
trull in thy word. 


43. And R take 
not the word of truth 
utterly out of my 
mouth ; for I have 
hoped in thy judg¬ 
ments. 


fervant’s fafety and profperity falls Sect. 89. 
to the ground ; but that it ftands v ——* 
firmand in every title is accomplifh- Psalm 
ed: efpecially let it engage him to cxlx * 3 ^* 
an univerfal obedience. 

Suffer me not to fin, which my 39 
frailty makes me fear I fhaf], and 
expofe myfelf to indignities and re¬ 
proaches ; for it is my greateft in- 
tereft to be virtuous. 

And I can truly declare if, that40 
as the hungry for food or the athirft 
for drink, I have mod ardentlv 
defired and endeavoured after the 
conftant and uniform obfervance 
of thy precepts: according to thy 
infinite goodnefs, animate me to 
this work, and in the end confti- 
tute me for ever happy. 

As the mod deferable of all 4 1 
events, let happen to my lot, ever- 
bleffed God, the future effects of 
thy unfpeakable benignity; that I 
may attain to that eternal falvation 
which thou haft engaged for, to all 
that live in thy faith and fear. 

Then fha)l I be provided with a 4 2 
fully convincing anfwer to all the 
infults and reproaches of my ene¬ 
mies, as if my ftrongeft hopes were 
without foundation: though it is 
thy word and faithfulnefs which I 
have depended on. 

Neither do thou fuffer me on 43 
any account to he long deprived 
of, the unfpeakable advantage of 
declaringtoothers,and encouraging 
myfelf with the gracious promifes, 

which 


R To pray God not to ravifh his word of truth out of his 
mouth, Mudge underilands to pray him to aft agreeably to 
his word ; for otherwife he could no longer with any grace 
make uic of it, or derive confolation from it. 
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Sect. 89. which thy word contains, and 
■-v“—' which thou wilt in due time ac- 
Psalm complifh: for my whole reliance 
auL 43 * is upon thy protedlion; and the 
impartial wifdom of thy final judg¬ 
ment to fet all matters right. 

44 In confequence of which un¬ 
altered firm perfuafion, my vir¬ 
tuous obedience is and ever fhall 
be fledfaft and permanent; thro’ 
the whole of this ftiort life and 
after it through an endlefs eternity. 

4£ Then I fhall truly enjoy a ftate, 
and a ft up to the principles of the 
noblcft liberty : in the mean time 
I am moft folicitous to be acquaint¬ 
ed with and regulated by thy 


44. So fhall I 
keep thy law con¬ 
tinually, for ever 
and ever. 


45. And I will 
walk at liberty; for 
I feek thy precepts. 


precepts* 

46 Which precepts have that digni¬ 
ty and fupreme excellence in them, 
that when I am once mafter of I 
fhall freely difplay in prefence of 
the greateft Lords of this world j 
neither fhall I ever have occafion, 
I am fatisfied to be afhamed of my 
fubjedh 

47 F ar from any reludlance to or 
wearinefs in the ftudy and practice 
of truth and virtue, they fhall be 
iny entertainment and pleafure; 
which, I have no higher gratifica¬ 
tion, than to exprefs an entiie re¬ 
gard and efteem fur. 

48 I will moreover, as fulemnlv en¬ 
gaged, fet myfelf in earm-ffc to 
embrace and obferve whatever thou 
haft enjoined ; which I have always 
approved and admired: and that I 
may attain the greateft readinefs 
and perfection of obedience, thy 

laws 


46. I vviH fpeak 
of thy teilimonies 
alfo before kings, 
and will not be a- 
fhamed. 


47. And I will 
delight myfelf in 
thy commandments, 
which I have loved. 


48. My hands 
alfo will 1 h lift up 
unto thy command¬ 
ments, which 1 have 
loved; and I will 
meditate in thy fla- 

tUtC 5 . 


& Some interpret to hold up his bands to receive God’s 
law into them, e. be always reading it. 
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laws (hall be the conftant fubjedt Sect. 89- 
of my devout contemplation. 

SECT. XC. 



Support and comfort derived from feripture promifes. The 
unvaried equity of divine proceedings. The favour of 
God the moft valuable acquifition . Repentance , dan¬ 

gerous to be delayed, Injincerity and Jlupidily of the 
wicked great. The benefit of affliction and adverfity . 
V er . 49—73. 


Psalm cxix. 49. 
Z A J N. 


R Emember the 
word unto thy 
fervant, upon which 
thou haft caufed me 
to hope. 


to This is my 
comfort in mv af- 

4 

tlidion: for thy 

uoui hath quick¬ 
ened me. 


51. The proud 
have had me greatly 
in dcrifion, yet have 
I not declined hom 
ihy law. 


52.1 remembered 
thy judgments of 
old, O Lord, and 
have comforted my- 
fclf. 


M 


Psalm cxix. 49. 

ANJFEST it, moft faithful SEtT - 9 °* 

r^nn in f Vi P 1 1 " 

Psalm 

cxix. 49. 


and immutable God, in the 
full performance, that thou art 
truly regardful of the promife to 
thy fervant j which thou haft con- 
ftituted to be my only fupport and 
ground of confidence in all my 
afRi&ions. 

This facred depcndance hath 50 
afforded me all the alleviation 1 
have had under the heavieft pref- 
fures : for many times when I 
have been ready to fink and die, 
the foie reflection on heaven's po- 
fitive aflurance to the contrary 
hath effectually revived me. 

The ungodly and prefumptuous 51 
have thrown on me the utmoft 
contempt and derifion fur my fteady 
adherence, to duty and virtue; but 
I have never on that account be* 
come wavering and inconftant as 
to my obedience. 

To prevent declining, I recol- 52 
le&ed, moft juft God, the difpen- 
fatiuns of thy providence in ancient 
times, how the righteous had been 
prtferved and wicked men punch¬ 
ed : and I experienced fufficient in 

thefe 
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Sect. 90. thefe memorials to keep my refo- 
0 lutions firm and unfhaken. 

Not only firm and unfhaken, 
but to fill my mind with confter- 
nation, and feize every part of me 
with trembling horrors on account 



of impious hypocrites: and the 
miferics they expofe themfelves to 
who totally abandon virtue. 

54 The laws of thy government 
and providence, have been the fub- 
je£ts of my poetick compofitions 
and mufical performances, in the 
fhort intervals I have had from bufy 
a£lion, a violent persecution or a 
raoft unfetrled pilgrimage. 

55 Neither have 1 only embraced 
the more inviting tranquil feafons, 
moft wife and good God, to pre¬ 
serve memorials of thy fupreme 
excellence, but improved the be¬ 
nighted gloomy ones: and in an 
obfcure condition, even when no 
eye has been upon me, bcfides that 
of an all-infpe<fting providence have 
fhi&ly conformed to thy precepts. 

56 This certainty of happinefs, or 
folid ground of the nobleft fatis- 
faftion I always pofiefled ; that as 
the moft important truft I duly 
attended to and religioufiy ob- 
fcrved thv laws of everlaftincr ris:h- 


teou fnefi>. 


57 Whilft the worldly minded ac¬ 
count earthly things to be of the 
higheft value and their real por¬ 
tion; heavenly father, I efteem thy 
favour as my fupreme good : it is 
my fixed rcfolution, whatfoever I 
otherwise gain or lofe, to fecure 
my title to the promifes of thy 
word by performing the conditions 
of them; or by the imitation of 

thy 


53. HorrcurhatH 
taken hold upon me, 
becaufeof the wick¬ 
ed, that forfake thy 
law. 


54. Thy ftatutes 
have been my fongs 
in the houfe of my 
pilgrimage. 


I have remem¬ 
bered thy name, O 
Lord, in the night, 
and have kept thy 
law. 


56. This I had, 
becaufe I kept thy 
precepts. 


C H E T H. 

57. Thou art my 
portion, O Lord: f 
have faid, that I 
would keep thy 
words. 
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yg. r intreaced 
thy favour with my 
ivhoieheart: bemer- 
ciful unto me ac¬ 
cording to chy word. 


59. I thought on 
my ways, and turned 
mv feet untu thy 
teilimonies. 


60. I made hade, 
and delayed not to 
keep thy command¬ 
ments. 


61. The bands of 
the wicked have 
robbed me : hut I 
have not forgotten 
thy Jaw. 


62. At midnight 
I will rife to give 
thanks unto thee: 
becaufe of thy righ¬ 
teous judgments. 


thy moral attributes and the obe- Sect. 90. 
dience of thy commandments. l—>/-■ § 

With the humbleft fubmiflion Psalm 
of my whole heart, have I fupp-li- cx * x - 57> 
cated thy favourable afpe£t, and 5 8 * 
endeavoured to avert thy judg¬ 
ments: fhew thy compaflionate 
kind regard to me, in the manner 
that may reafonably be expe&ed 
by and thy word afeertains to thofe 
who fincerely deftre to pleafe and 
fear to offend thee. 

Again, I brought back my courfe 59 
of life to the ftridfeft teft of dn 
impartial enquiry, refpe&ing the 
grounds and reafons with the effedts 
and confequences of my adlions: 
and wherein foever I was confcious 
that I had tranfgreffed thy laws, 
repented and returned to their di¬ 
ligent obfervance. 

Through the terror of mind I 6° 
felt, and deep fenfe of my inex- 
preflible danger I ufed the utmofl 
vigour and quickeft difpatch in this 
affair: 1 waited no time nor de¬ 
bated or deliberated a moment 
what I fhould determine upon, in 
the important concern of keeping 
thy commandments. 

As clans of free-booter9 rob a 6i 
defencelefs traveller, fo have com¬ 
binations of wicked men outraged 
my property: but all their violence 
and injuries have not erafed from 
my breaft the noble fentiments of 
a generous and forgiving virtue. 

When affairs are in the greateft 62 
perplexity, and my clouded con¬ 
dition bears a ftrong refemblance 
of midnight darknefs; yet I fhall 
emerge and have occafion to offer 
up to thee the devo-uteft thankf- 

givings. 
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Sect. 90. givings* that thou defended the 
^ juft caufe of an upright man. 

Psalm Whatever they are betides, I 
5 * IX * 2y am firmly attached to all open and 
unfeigned profefiers of true reli¬ 
gion 5 even to them who aniform- 
' }y pradtife as they profefs, and as 
its facred and incomparable rules 
direft them. 


63. I am 2 com¬ 
panion of all thirty 
that fear thee, and 
of them that keep 
thy precepts. 


64 The whole habitable earth, mod 64. The earth, O 
bountiful God, is replenifhed with Lord, is full of thy 
the effefts of thy mercy and Jibe- niercy: teach me 
: rality: that I may truly enjoy ftatutes. 
whatever favours (hall be alloted 


me, difcover daily more to me of 
the true meafures of life, and laws 
of virtue. Z E T H. 

65 Notwithftariding many afflic- 65. Thou haft 

tions and feeming feverities, I do dealt well with thy 
freely acknowledge, wife and good f ervanC » O Lord, 
God, the equity and kindnefs of accorc hng unto thy 

c thy dealings with thy fervant; to wor * 
the utmoft that I had any reafon 
to expert from thy providence or 
promifes. 

66 Inftruft and accomplifti my 66. Teach mo 

mind with folid fenfe, tiue tafte good judgment and 
and a juft difcernment of things knowledge, for I 
according to. their real differences: ^ ave believed thy 
for I hope I may be capable of fo comman ^ ments ‘ 
important a quality, becaufe I am 

convinced that the dodbines of re¬ 


ligion afford the moft certain rules 
of judgment and difcretion. 

67 I freely confefs my obligation 67. Before I was 
for many beneficial lectures to af- aflli&ed, I went 
flidtion and adverfity : for bef »re I aft ra y; but now 
Was truly humbled j and acquaint- ^ av ® ^ £ ^y 

ed with the frowns as well as fmiles vv0f * 


of fortune I committed many 
egregious errors: but now do I 
place my happinefs in, and aim all 
my endeavours not as tranlient 

earthly 
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earthly things, but the folid good Sect. 90. 
arifing from virtuous obedience. 
t.8.'Thou art good, O eternal GoD, thou art good- 

r.aJ doeft g 00 ^; nefs itfelf, and the alone fource of ^ X1X ' 
leach me thy Ita- a ]j ex iftence perfection and blefled- 

iyWS ‘ nefs: From the ftrongeft motives 

of thy own boundlefs benevolence, 
inform me fully of thofe regulations 
which are the ground-work cf feli¬ 
city and of thy favour. 

69. The proud The wicked great have conjoin- 69 
have forged a lie a- ed with my perfon actions that are 

f ainftme: but I will fcandalous; or loaded my charac- 
eep thy precepts ter w j t h malicious falfhoods: but 
with tny whole heart. rone c f t h e f e things fhall ever 

move me to deviate from the dic¬ 
tates of confcience and an invio¬ 
lable integrity. 

70. Their heart is Nothing was ever more obftinate 7 ° 
as fat as grcafe, but flupid and fenfelefs than their tem- 
I delight in thy law. pers defigns and proceedings; but 

my higheft pleafure fprings from 
delicacy of fentiment and fteadinefs 
of virtue. 

71.2/ is good for I account it my extreme happi- 7 l 
me that I have been nefs, that an uninterrupted profpe- 
afllided,that 1 might rity has not been fufFered thus to 


Jearn thy llatutes. 


72. The law of 
thy mouth is better 
onto me than thou- 


infatuate me; but that afflictive 
events anxious cares or fatiguing 
bufinefs have aroufed me, to refleCt 
ftudy and aCt as I am required to 
do in thy law. 

Herein I confult my own true 7 2 
intereft, for there is unfpeakably 


uniu me mail muu- 1 • 1 11 . 

c , c ,, , more value in and real advantage 

lands of gold and ...... c , , „ ,. b 

Kp nPrnrod trom n n hr oftondirirv 


fiver. 


to be derived from duly attending 
to what thou haft declared, than 
from all the wealth of this world. 


Vql. IV. 


SECT. 
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SECT. XCL 

JOifcretion implored , and confolation after expedient cbnfli- 
fements. Confufion wijhed to the pernicious fchemes of 
men puffed up with conceit and arrogance. Hope de¬ 
layed greatly affli£Uve\ yet the divine faithfulnefs cer¬ 
tain to appear at lajl . Ver. 73—97 • 


Psalm cxix. 73. 

Sect. 9 r *T\/I*Y nature and conftitution 

bear the evident marks of 
Ps aL m thy Wifdom and Omnipotence, fo 
cxix. 73. t j iat j am certa j n ]y t hy formation 

and intelligent offspring: add to 
thy original favours, fuch a moral 
judgment as balances the diffe¬ 
rences of right and wrong, and leads 
me as they really are, to apprehend 
thy commandments. 

74 The ungodly may grieve and 
envy, but all friends of virtue fball 
rejoice when they fee me a profi¬ 
cient in this ftudy and profpered as 
the effedfc of it: becaufe whatever 
I have or am, proceeds from a dc- 
pendance on thy promifes, and a 
ftridl regard to the laws of thy pro¬ 
vidence. 

75 I readily acknowledge, O Al¬ 
mighty God, that however {harp 
they may be, all thy difpenfations 
are perfedlly righteous; and that in 
entire confiftency with the truth 
and faithfulnefs of thy declarations 
thou haft appointed me a feverer 
difeipline. 

76 But if now at length the moft 
important ends of this difcipJine be 
anfwered, do thou gracioufly re¬ 
move it; and I earnestly pray, that 
the return of thy feemmgly kinder 
and more favourable regard may 

funport 


Psalm cxix. 73. 

J O D. 

T H Y hands 
have made me, 
and faihioned me : 
give me undemand¬ 
ing, that I may learn 
thy commandments. 


74.They that fear 
thee, will be glad 
when they fee me: 
becaufe I have hoped 
in thy word. 


I know, O 
Lord, that thy 
judgments are right, 
and that thou in 
faithfulnefs haft af- 
flifted me. 


76. Let, I pray 
thee, thy merciful 
kindnefs be for my 
comfort, according 
to thy word unto 
thv fervant. 
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fupport and comfort me: as thou Sect. 91. 
haft engaged to every fcrvant of'—* 
thine who is humbled and truly Psaim 
amended. cx * x /°* 

Let thy tender As the moft deftrable and im- 77 
mercies come unto poftant of all events, let me expe- 
ine, that I may live: rience thy affectionate regard and 
for thy law is my fettled friend (hip that I may enjoy 
delight. life and be happy : for my higheft 

pleafure arifes from a confcious in¬ 
tegrity, and confequent hope of 
thine approbation. 

78. Let the proud Difappoint and bring publick 78 
be afhamed, for reproach upon the feP-fufficient 
they dealt perverfly and fwelled with pride and arro- 
with me without gance : for they have undeservedly 
a caufe; but I will by means of (landers and falfhoods 
medicate in thy pre- endeavoured to fubvert and deftroy 

me; then I (hall be more at liber¬ 
ty to reflect and difeourfe on thy 
laws of truth and virtue. 

Let thofe of my religious friends, 79 
fear thee, turn unto who have any way been deterred 
me, and thofe that from efpoufing my intereft, return 
have known thy heartily to join me *, even thofe 

who are acquainred with thy (land¬ 
ing laws, and thy ftrong teftimo- 
nies in my favour. 

As to myfelf it is my defire and 80 
requeft, that I may allow nothing 


cepts. 


79. Let thofe that 


uilimoiiic*. 


80. J,et my heart 
be found in thy fta- 


tutes, that I be not within my bread of latent (In, hy- 


afhamed. 


C A PH. 

81. My foul faint- 
eth for thy (alva- 


pocrify or infincerity refpe&ing 
thy commandments; that I never 
may be in confufion on that ac¬ 
count, nor mine adverfaries tri¬ 
umph over me. 

My ftrength and fpirits are almoft 81 
exhaufted with earneft defire and 


rion : but 1 hope in longing expedition of deliverance 

c.iy word. and fatetv : neverthelefs I will not 

* 

defpair but the thing (hall be done 
which thou haft fpoken. 


H 2 


With 
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Sect. 91. With a long and fixed attention 8z. Mine eyes fail 
Psalm till they a&ually fail have mine for thy word, faying, 
l.— v—J C y eg |j een looking for the accom- when wilt thou com- 
cxix. 82. pliQ^ment of thy promife; whilft ^ ort rae • 

I often repeat it, when wilt thou 
comfort me? Oh when fhall my 
miferies have an end? 

83 Like a bottle or leathern bag 83. For I am be- 

hung up in the fmoke, it is fhrivel- come like a bottle 

Jed and difcoloured ; fo am I- ema- in the fnaoke : yet do 
ciated and my complexion deform- I not f° r 2 et thy fta- 
ed with wrinkles and blacknefs: tutes * 

yet the traces of virtue in my mind 
are not effaced; I ftill retain the 
impreflions of thy laws there. 

84 Forgive me if I humbly enquire, 84. How many 

how much of thy fervant’s fhorc are da X s £ ^y 
life remains to be confumed under Servant? when wilt 

When thou execute J ud S‘ 

■ mcnt on them that 

J in perfecute me ? 
on my enemies and molt cruel per- 

fecutors deferved punifhmcnt. 

83 My wicked and tyrannical ad- 85/rhe proud have 

verfaries have ufed all imaginable digged pits for me, 

expedients to trepan or enfnare which are not after 

me ; which is not by any means tty l a w. 

acting conformably to thy precepts, 

but diametrically oppofite to and 

indeed renouncing them. 

86 All thine injunctions are founded 86. All thy com- 
in reafon and eternal equity : it is mandmentsar* faith- 
not thy will that the innocent pertecut* 

fliould be injured, or the poor op- wrongfully, help 

preffed : but under various pretexts 1 0U me ’ 
without juft grounds they heap 
wrongs upon me; do thou fupport 
. me and reftrain them. 

^7 Had they proceeded only a very 87. They had al- 
little further they had difpatched conlumed me 

me from this world; or my death eart h : but I 

had concluded all affairs that refpeCl or °°^ n0 ** ^ 
mein it: but I did not even in this ce P ts * 

4710ft forlorn condition difmifs, or 

1a 


this weight of calamities? 
before I depart it, wilt tho 
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in the leaft abate my regard for the Sect. 91. 
important intereft of holinefs or 
righteoufnefs. Psalm 

gg. Quicken me After all my fatigues dangers g* lx * 
after thy loving and frequent extreme deje&ion, in 0 ‘ 
kindnefs, fo (hall I the ufual courfe of thine incon- 
keep the teftimony ceivable good-will and beneficence, 
of thy mouth. t j lou p] ea f cc j to fituate me in 

comfortable happy circumftances: 
from a grateful fenfe whereof, I 
fhall keep facred and inviolate the 
unalterable laws which thou haft 
exprefsly declared to be obligatory 

LAMED. on all men. 

89. F01 ever, O Thy fovereign Command, 0^9 
Lord, thy word is Eternal and Immutable God, hath 
fettled in heaven. fo firmly conftituted the exalted 

heavens, that they feem capable of . 
exifting and anfwering thy pur¬ 
poses lor the longeft future dura¬ 
tion. 

90. Thy faithful- Throughout all fucceedinggene- 90 
nefs is unto all gene- rations there is a fettled harmony 
rations: thou haft and entire agreement betwixt thy 
flrtablifticdthe earth, declarations and the ftate of things, 
and it abideth. as * s CO rrcfpondent to the chara&er 

of a being of inviolable truth and 
faithfulncfs; thou haft properly 
difpofed and powerfully fuppoited 
this earth as a place of habitation, 
and by thy providence it confifts, 
or ftill continues moil regularly to 
anfwer thy purpofe. 

91. They con- The whole fyftem of both earth 9 t 
tinue this day, ac- and heaven after a feries of ages 
cording to thine or- remains at this prefent time, with- 
dinances: for all are ou t any remarkable alteration, 
thy fervants. agreeable to thy original form or 

model planned out for it: for the 
univerfe of being, like a fervant in 
waiting, is obfequious to thine 
order and fubjeft to thy control. 




m 


xo2 A Paraphrase on the 

StcT. 91. The laws of the natural creation 92. Unlefs thy 
are admirable, and unlefs thofe of ^ aw bad been my de- 
Psalm th e moral directing men to virtue lights, I fhould then 
txix. 92. an( j happinefs, had been my higheft 
pleafure to underftand and obferve 
them ; I could not have fupported, 
but rauft have been overwhelmed, at 
that difmal period when my afflic¬ 
tions were foheavy and complicated. 

I will never exprefs the leaft dif- 


have pertfhed 
mine affliction. 


93 


93. I will never 


regard, or be unmindful of my thy precepts: 

obligation, to thy precepts: for f° r w ‘ tJ ? ^cm thou 
with meditations and reflections a fl uic ' ene me< 
upon them thou haft gracioufly re¬ 
covered me from a mod miferable 
and dying condition to frefli life, 
vigour, and happinefs. 

94 On all accounts and by the mod 94* I am t h* ne » 
folemn ties I confider myfelf as thy ^ ave me : ^ or ^ have 
property, and entirely devoted to f° u ght thy precepts. 

thee; let it be the care of thy pro¬ 
vidence to preferve me from alt 
evils and dangers: in as much as 
I have truly nothing fo much at 
heart as knowing and doing what¬ 
ever thou haft commanded. 

My ungodly and mod abandoned 95. The wicked 
enemies have diligently obferved have waited for me 
and greedily embraced all occafions tQ deflroy me: but I 


95 


will confider 
teftimonies. 


thy 


to effect my total ruin: at the fame 
time I {hall purfue no indire& 
meafures to avoid their fnares, but 
ftriClly attend to the difeharge of 
my duty as the ground of fafety. 

96 It is enfy to fee the utmoft ex¬ 
tent, and I have frequently expe¬ 
rienced the narrow boundaries, 
tranfient nature and final iflue of COIT * man “ ment ,s 
all the mod perfedt fublunary en- cee Jn £ roa 
joyments: but the farther I proceed 
in contemplating religious virtue 
the larger held opens, and the 
ppbler profpedls it yields; leading 

for 


96. I have 
an end of all 
feftion; but 


feen 

per- 

thy 
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for its completion and recompenceSECT. 91 
even into a bound left immortality. 


SECT. XCIT. 


Psalm 
cxix. 96. 


fht excellence of God's law manifejl in the ivifdom plea - 
fure andftability to be derived from it, Ver. 97 —121. 


Psalm cxix. 97. 
MEM. 


O How love I 
thy law ! it is 
my meditation all 
the day. 


gS.Thou through 
thy commandments 
hall made me wifer 
than mine enemies: 
for they are ever 
with me. 

qc). I have more 
Lindcrllaiiding than 
all my teachers; for 
thy teflimonies are 
my meditation. 


100. I underhand 
more than the an¬ 
cients : becaufe I 
-keep thy precepts. 


101 I have re¬ 
frained my feet from 
every evil way; that 
I might keep thy 
word. 


Psai.m cxix. 97. 

T HOSE who never experien- Sect. «z. 

ced cannot conceive, ^or'tp^ 
have I words to exprefs my regard . SAL ” 
for thy holy law, and the refined CX1X - 97 * 
pleafure I have in obferving it : 
this fingle theme affords continual 
exercife for my moft enlarged fa¬ 
culties to expatiate on. 

Which application and conflant9^ 
religious ftudy render me more 
prudent and guarded to avoid, than 
my moft artful and fubtle enemies 
arc to annoy me: for the laws o^ 
true wifdom are always before the 
eyes of my mind for my condu< 5 h 
As to maturity of judgment in 99 
directing matters fo as to enfure 
fuccejles, I have outftripped my 
former inftruftors and counfellors; 
entirely owing to my ftri&er atten¬ 
tion to thy precepts of reafon and 
virtue. 

I am greatly fuperior to m.yico 
elders in point of years, who on 
that account profefs an uncommon 
penetration, and can inftruct them 
on the abftrufcft fubje£fsj becaufe 
my intenfeft thoughts and utmoft 
care are employed to underftand 
and obey thy laws of righteoufneft. 

I have moft cautioufly avoided 10j 
all corrupt difpofitions and mif- 
chievous wicked actions and habits: 
that as to all wronn biaffes I mielu 


H 4 


be 



102 . 


104, A Paraphrase on 

Sect. 92. be at entireliberty to perform what- 
i..— v ——J ever thou fhould’ft command me. 

Psalm As t0 the obvious plain road of 
cxix. ioi, duty and virtue I have not delibe¬ 
rately turned afide to the right hand 
nor to the left: for thou haft writ¬ 
ten thy law in indelible charadlers 
upon my heart, and my confcience 
fairly faggcfts what ways I ought 
to walk in, and what I fhould avoid. 
103 Being thus regularly difpofed 
and heartily inclined to entertain 
the do&rines of religion, how ac¬ 
ceptable and inexpreflibly delightful 
is their admiflion into and influence 
on my mind : the moft delicious 
food is not more relifhing to the 
fober appetite, nor honey itfelf 
fweeter to the tafte. 


104 From a growing acquaintance 
with thy precepts, I plainly per¬ 
ceive myfelf to improve in real 
knowledge and the nobleft wifdom : 
confequently I cannot but deteft 
all contrary coorfes as void ofhap- 
pinefs, full of delufion, and certain 
in the end to determine them fools 
who purfue them. 

105 As a burning lamp or fhining 
light for directing the wary fteps 
of a benighted traveller, fuch clear 
inftrudlion for the condudl of my 
life in all circumftances do I meet 
with in thine holy oracles. 

3 06 All men are indifpenfably obliged, 
I have voluntarily laid myfelf under 
the moft folemn engagement, and 
purfuant to it will arife to vigorous 
a&ion, to obferve with the utmoft 
vigilance of virtue thv moft juft 
and good commandments. 

My circumftances for mortifica¬ 
tion and extreme mifery are like a 

Tick 


the 


102. I have not 
departed from thy 
judgments: for thou, 
hall taught me. 


103. How fweet 
are thy words unto 
m.y ta ft.c\yea,f e u:ceter 
than honey to my 
mouth. 


104-Through thy 
precepts I get un¬ 
demanding : there¬ 
fore I hate every 
falfe way. 


NUN. 

,0 5 * Thy word is 
a lamp unto my feet, 
and a light unto my 
path. 


Ip6 I haveTworn, 
and I will perform 
it: that I will keep 
thy righteous judg¬ 
ments. 


107.1 am afflifled 
Very much, quicken 
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105 


tuc, O Lord, ac- 
cuuling unto thy 
v, urd. 


io 9 . Accept I be- 
feech thee, the free¬ 
will-offerings of my 
mouth, O Lord, and 
teach me thy judg¬ 
ments. 


109. My foul is 
continually in my 
hand: yet do I not 
forget thy law. 


no. The wicked 
have laid a fnare 
for me: yet I erred 
jiot from thy pre¬ 
cepts. 


111. Thy teffi- 
monie 5 have I taken 
as an heritage for 
ever: for they are 
the rejoicing of my 
heart. 


fick man’s who feems pafl all hope Sict. 91. 
of recovery; moil merciful (5od, -v-"—* 

revive and reftore me in a manner P SALM 
fuitably to the promifes of thy cx **‘ l0 7 v 
word, and thy ufual dealings with 
the diftrelTed who apply to thee for 
fuccour. 

In return accept to all purpofesioS 
as the richeft oblations, moll gra¬ 
cious God, my vows of obedience 
and expreilions of thanlcfulnefs, 
which with the upright heart they 
proceed from are all I have to 
prefent: and above every thing be- 
fides diredt and aflift me habitually 
to adl as thy difpenfations and pre¬ 
cepts require me. 

As if I carried it in my hand, 109 
whence it might unawares fall, or 
an enemy’s violence eafily wreft it 
from me, my life is cxpofed to 
continual {hocks and the greateft/ 
hazards: yet hare l not abated of 
the vigilance of virtue, nor faded 
in any branch of my duty. 

As fpreading nets or laying fnares no 
for game, the wicked have con¬ 
trived fo artfully to furprize and 
deftroy me, that their ftratagems 
fecmed inevitable: yet have not the 
motions of my heart been irre¬ 
gular, nor my adtions devious from 
the,laws of religious wifdnm. 

I confider my right in thy moral in 
precepts and therecompence for ob- 
ferving them, as a certain and in¬ 
alienable poileffion, that {hall de- 
fcend in a conflant and perpetual 
fucceflion: for their fteady regard 
improves upon every refledtion and 
fills my heart with the nobleil 
pleafure. 


The 
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106 

Sect. 92. The fixed purpofe of my heart, 
is to praftife an uniform virtue 
Psalm an( j pj et y correfpondent to thy pre- 
cux. 1,2 - ce p ts? to the utmoft limits of the 
continuance of this mortal life; 
and I truft, to an eternity in the 
world of retribution. 

113 Thoughts and defigns which are 
not determined to one point of 
truth and virtue, but diverge to 
falfhood vanity or folly are what I 
moft fincerely deteft: on the other 
hand, I have thy facred injunctions 
which afford one uniform guidance 
in the higheft eftimation. 

114 And as to any confequences of 
an inflexible righteoufnefs, I rely 
for my defence and fecurity upon 
the regular ways thy providence 
dire&s to; I firmly believe thy 
promifes and patiently wait for thy 
moft proper time of their accom- 
plifhment. 

115 Depart to the greateft diftance 
from me for executing your de¬ 
figns, you who contrive mifehief 
or would create difturbance; for 
as my particular charge all that is 
in my power, I will maintain and 
prefetve God’s commandments 
from violation. 

116 Keep me firm and fteady, cen- 
fiftently with thy defigns and de¬ 
clarations concerning me, that 
after all my difficulties and tribula¬ 
tions I may enjoy tranquillity and 
happinefs: neither fufFer me to 
hope in vain for thofe from thine 
approbation and protection. 

117 In oppolition to all mine ene¬ 
mies do thou fapport me, and I 
am in no doubt of fecurity and 
comfortable eafy circumftances: 

then 


117. I have in¬ 
clined mine heart to 
perform thy ftatutes 
alway, even unto 
the end. 

SAMECH. 

ii3. I hate vain 
thoughts: but tby 
law do I love. 


114. Thou art my 
hiding-place, and 
my Ihield: I hope 
in thy word. 


115. Depart from 
me, ye evil doers; 
for I will keep the 

commandments of 
my God. 


116. Uphold me 
according unto thy 
word, that I may- 
live : and let me not 
be afiiamed of my 
hope. 


117. Hold thou 
me up, and I (hall 
be fafe : and I will 
have relpeCl unto 
thy ftatutes con¬ 
tinually. 



nS. Thou haft 
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then I {hall with the higheft plea- Sect. 92. 
fure exprefs a conftant and entire v— 
regard to thy precepts. Psalm 

When wicked men have by ini- cxlx * n 7 > 
iiodden down all quity exalted themfelves, in a mul- ll8 * 
them that err from tiplicity of inftances thou haft 
thy ftatutesjfor their levelled with the duft large combi- 
deceit is fallhood, nations of them, who have been 

thus carried away by the violence 
of their own blind pailions to the 
neglect of thy commandments: for 
their manner of deceit is to injure > 

and ruin moft perfidioufly and un¬ 
awares. 

119. Thou * put- As the refiner’s fire feparatethi 19 
teft away all the from the purer metal the ufelefs 
wicked of the earth drofs, fo by thy judgments doft 
like drofs: therefore t^ou f e t afide all the wicked of the 
I love thy teftimo- j an ^ an( j makeft them ceafe from 

nies ' troubling: at leaft in another world 

thou wilt for ever feclude them 
from the happinefs of the righteous; 
which confideration engages me in 
the higheft degree to efteem thy 
law, that fecures thofe who obferve 
it from fuch dreadful punifhment. 

I am feized with trembling hoT- 1 20 
touts at the bare mention of the 
effects of thine incenfed Omni¬ 
potence, and their future moft 
terrible fate : I truly revere and 
cannot but ftand in the greateft 
awe of the final fentences of thine 
eternal judgment. 


12a My flefh k 
trembleth for fear 
of thee, and I am 
afraid of thy judg¬ 
ments. 


* Some render, thou caufeft to Jink, to fettle to thehottom y by 
a different punctuation. 

k c Trembleth y the hair JJands an end through horror, an 
allufion to the roughnefs of heads of nails, the hair of cater¬ 
pillars {landing upright, or a body of horfe with their 
fpears. Jer . li. 27. Job iv. 15. Whence is th $ Arabic noun 
for hcdg hog. 


SECT. 
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toS 


SECT. XCIII. 

4 

Profeffion of integrity* Prevailing wickednefs jhould ex¬ 

cite good men's zeal to revive virtue . The excellence of 
God's laws. His perfect righteoufnefs. Prayer under 
affliction. Ver. ill —153. 


Psalm cxix. 121. 

6ECT<93 .^pHOUGH I am imperfeft 
y — L .—1 X and fallible, yet I can folemn- 
Psalm ly declare that I have uniformly 
cxix. 121. afted as integrity and benevolence 
diftatfd, and have injured none, 
opprefTed none: leave me not in 
the deferted condition of heavy op- 
preflion, and the mod injurious 
cruel ufage. 

't22 Be pleafed to engage for the 
fecurity welfare and happinefs of 
thy fervant: neither fuffer the pre- 
fumptuous and arrogant to impofe 
upon me grievous and intolerable 
burdens. 

123 Mine eyes, intent upon heaven 
for deliverance and fafety have 
looked in vain till they fail; or my 
hopes till they almoft give way to 
defponding fears, with refpefttothe 
tenour of thy law tendency of virtue 
and performance of thy promifes. 

V24 Tranfaft all affairs and accom- 
plifh thy purpofes relative to thy 
fervant, in a mannercor refpondent 
to thy difinterefted and everlafting 
goodnefs and mercy; and inftruft 
and habituate me to underftand and 
aft exaftly conformable to what 
thou haft pofitively prefcribed. 

125 I am obliged and devoted to 
thinehomage and obedience,enable 
me to attain fuch a diftinguifhing 
judgment and difcietion, that I 

may 


Psalm cxix. 121. 
A I N. 

I Have done judg¬ 
ment and jultice: 
leave me not to mine 
oppreflors. 


122. Be furety for 
thy fervant for good: 
let not the proud 
opprefs me. 


123. Mine eyes 
fail for thy falva- 
tion, and for the 
word of thy righ¬ 
teoufnefs. 


124. Deal with 
thy fervant accord¬ 
ing unto thy mercy, 
and teach me thy 
ftatutes. 


125. I am thy 
fervant, give me un¬ 
demanding, that I 
may know thy tefti- 
monics. 
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may be fenfible of the meaning, Sect. 93. 
anfwer the end, and experience 
the happy fruits of thy moral pre- Psalm 
cepts. cx * x - 12 

126. It is 1 rime Now is the proper feafon to fet 126 
for thee , Lord, to every engine at work to revive 
work: for they have decaying virtue and promote the 
made void thy law. intereft of true religion: for in 

a moil violent inundation of wick* 
ednefs, they have broken through 
fo as in a great meafure to fet afide 
thy laws of truth, right, and juftice. 

127. Therefore I This diminifties not my re-127 
love thy command- gard for thy commandments, but 
ments above gold, engages me openly to declare that 
yea, above fine gold. J give the preference to them in 

comparifon with gold-money, yea, 
with that pureft gold which hath 
the leaft alloy in it, 

128. Therefore I I further publifh it before all 1 2® 

efteem m all thy pre- men, even thofe who negleCf and 
cepts concerning all defpife them, that I am fully fatis- 
things to be right, and a ]l thine injunctions without 

I hate every falfe exception are equal and teafonable 
wa y' in themfelves; and ncceflary to be 

obferved : and enter my proteft a- 
gainft, and teftify my' utmoft ab¬ 
horrence of all vicious courfes as 
certain to deceive thofe who expeCt 
any folid and lading advantage 
PE. from them. 

izg.Thy teftimo- There is an ineflimable excel- l2 9 
ifies are wonderful: lence and perfe&ion of wifdom in 
therefore doth my thy moral law fummarily compre- 
foul keep them. bended in the ten commandments: 

therefore am I folicitoufiy con¬ 
cerned to praCtife it myfelf to the 
utmoft exaCtnefs, and engage all 
others to do the fame. 

The 

1 Literally, it is time to i vork for the Lord, and to this 
rendering the Chald. Syr . and LXX. agree. 

m Literally, all thy commandments, even all have I ap¬ 
proved-. 
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* 3 * 


Sect. 93. The dudy of thy word is by no 
*"v*— / means unprofitable, for it no fooner 
Psalm openeth the leaves of our minds, 
cxix. 130. j c comrr j un i ca teth to them the 
light of the trued and moll impor¬ 
tant knowledge; it caufeth the 
ignorant weak and firaple to weigh 
matters, difcern their relations and 
differences, and underftand difcre- 
tion. 

For myfelf, as the thirfty earth 
gapeth for rain, or as the herds in 
a fultry feafon pant for the (hade, 
fo enlarged and earned hath my 
defirc been of receiving indrudlion 
from thy commandments. 

132 I do truly admire thy perfe&ions 
and providence, do thou, as looking 
with the kinded afpe£t and extra¬ 
ordinary benevolence, convert and 
difpofe all affairs for my fatisfa&ion 
and advantage, agreeably to the 
natural conditution of things and 
the rule of thy a£ling in favour of 
all perfons of this chara&er, or all 
friends of wifdom and virtue. 

133 As wheels in the track that is 
made for them, direct and preferve 
the tenour of my a£tions in a re¬ 
gular conformity to the refolutions 
of thy law: as the happy effect 
whereof, I fhall not be a Have to 
any fin whatever, nor liable to its 
dreadful confequences. 

134 Relieve me from the hardfhips 
and violences, with which arbitrary 
and injurious men load me; that I 
may with greater diligence and 
advantage attend to the dudy and 
practice of thy precepts. 

As 


130.The * entrance 
of thy words giveth 
light: it giveth un¬ 
demanding unto the 
firaple. 


131. I opened my 
mouth, and panted : 
for I longed for thy 
commandments. 


132. Look thou 
upon me, and be 
merciful unto me. 
as thou ufeil to do 
unto thofe that love 
thy name. 


133. Order my 
fleps in thy word : 
and let not any ini¬ 
quity have dominion 
over me. 


134. Deliver me 
from the oppreflion 
of man : fo will I 
keep thy precepts. 


n Mudgc renders, thy words are no fooner cpcned, but 
there ftreams a light from them. 
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i^. Make thy As beholding him with open Sect. 93* 
fate to lliine upon friendly afpc& and fmiles of pecu- v—— 
thy fervant: and ]| ar regard, do thou difperfing all Psalm 
teach me thy fta- clouds of evil, place thy fervant in a cx ^ l 35* 
tutei. fettled ftate of tranquillity and pro- 

fperity: and efpecially guide me 
v into the confcientious difcharge of 

my duty, without which no ex¬ 
ternal condition can render me 
truly happy. 

136. 0 Rivers of Such immenfe miferks naturally 136 
waters run down follow from the tranfgrellion of thy 
mine eyes: becaufe laws, that it gives me an unfeigned 
they keep not thy concern, and often forces tears of 
law. pity into mine eyes arifing from 

meer humanity, that they are not 
more ferioufly attended to, and re* 

T S A D D 1 . ligioufiy cbferved. 

137. Righteous art However devious men's pro- 137 
thou, O Lord, and ceedings often are, yet thou, O 
upright ar* thy judg- eternal God, art perfe£Hy juft and 
mems * mail beneficent; and every in- 

ftance of thy difpenfarions conduc¬ 
ted according to the plaineft rules 
of an undeviating equity. 

138. Thy tefti- Thy moral law, or the ten com- * 3^ 

monies that thou mandments which thou haft con- 
halt commanded ftituted, the bounds or lines of 
righteous and very direftion for men’s thoughts and 
faithful. actions, are entirely equal and rea- 

fonable j and unalterably eftablifti- 
ed : they are founded in the nature 
and relations of things; the pro- 
mifes annexed to them may be 
fully depended on; and their ob¬ 
servance to produce happinefs. 

1 39. My zeal hath This conlideration, that nothing 1 39 
cordumed me: be- is enjoined but what is morally 
caufe mine enemies j.,ft ant j good, nothing forbidden 

;avc forgotten thy t | iat j^ as noC j t an m h erent ev il 

words. . 

and 


0 translates, ?nj ejes ceme down Jirccmi njcaier. 


ri'.f Jit (ti'/ji 



JI2 
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Sect. 93. and tutpitude, conftrains me to 
fhew indignation againft the wick- 
Psalm cc j . w hofet afide all arguments and 
°xix. 139. ne g] e( c^ xheir own intereft, in dif- 
regarding precepts fo excellently 
defigned and calculated. 

140 As gold refined to the greateft 
purity, thy commands are moft 
fimple uniform and perfectly free 
from all foreign and impure mix¬ 
tures of vanity falfhood or iniqui¬ 
ty: and this is a folid ground of 
my extreme affedtion and higheft 
efteem for them. 

X4t I am humble and contemptible 
enough, as to my earthly low con¬ 
dition and in the common way of 
rating men: yet am I careful to 
fupport a character for virtue and 
piety. 

142 And very reafonably, for the 
equity and benevolence wherewith 
thou haft enadled laws are not like 
thofe of fecular legiflators, who ac¬ 
commodate their temporary fta- 
tutesto particular occafions and per- 
fons, times cuftoms and places: but 
they are ftedfaft immutable and eter¬ 
nal : and thy commandments of lov¬ 
ing God and our neighbour are in¬ 
variably the fame, and indifpen- 
fably obliging throughout all gene¬ 
rations. 

143 Pains like thofe of a woman in 
labour, and fuch diftrefl'es that I 
had no way left to help myfelf, 
have befallen me: neverthclefs, 
which teftifies their excellence, thy 
commandments in my refiedtions 
on their obedience, afforded me 
abundant fupport and comfort. 

144 I am fully convinced of the eter¬ 
nal juft ice and goodnefs of rhy pre¬ 
cepts 5 


140. Thy word is 
very pure; therefore 
thy fervant loveth ic. 


141. I am final!, 
and defpifed; yet 
not I forget thy pre¬ 
cepts. 


142. Thy rigfi- 
teoufnefs is an ever- 
lafting righteouf- 
nefs, and thy law is 
the truth. 


143. Trouble and 
anguilh have taken 
hold on me : yet 
thy commandments 
are my delight. 


144. The righ- 
teoufnefs of thy tefti- 
monies 
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monies h everlaft- cepts; and that thofe who regard Sect. 93. 
ing give me under- them (ball never be deprived of the *—■ 1 
It Hid mg, and I ihall happy effects thereof: grant that I Psalm 
live. may both know and continually cx l x * > 44 * 

obey them; then I cannot fail of 
fatisfadlion in this world, and feli- 
KOPH. city in another. 

45. I cried with I have many times under ex- >45 
my whole heart; hear treme affliction with the loudeft 
me, O Lord, I will outcries implored thy fpeedy fuc- 
keep thy ftatutes. cour^ and now do moft earneftly 

implore it: Anfwer, good God, 
my praydrs by an inftant deliver¬ 
ance, in return I engage the re¬ 
mains of my life to a pious obfer- 
vance of thy ftatutes. 

146. I cried uhto I repeat it, I have invoked thy 146 
chce, fave me, and feafonable kind afiiftance, refeue 

I Ihall keep thy me from danger, and reinftate me 
teftimomes. in f a fety; and as in gratitude I 

am obliged, I do promife a fincere 
and moft exemplary obedience to 
thy laws of everlafting righteoufnefs. 

147. t prevented To prefer this my humble and >47 
the dawning of the ardent petition, I arofe before the 
morning, and cried: earlieft dawn of morning light, and 

I hoped in chy word, lifted up my voice: I hoped in thy 

promife} that thofe who thus feek 
thee fliall find thee. 

148. Mine eyes I was awake before the morning >4® 
prevent the night- watch} in order to employ myfelf 

watches,that I might {n devout meditations on what 
meditate in chy word. thou haft dedared . 

149. Hear my Voucbfafe my Applications that >49 
voice, according un- anfwer which thy inconceivable 

to thy loving kind- goodnefs dilates, and my peculiar 
nefs: O Lord^ neceffities require: blefled God, 
quicken me accord- f U pp 0rt and revive me, agreeably 
ingtot yju gment. to thofe rules of adlion thou haft 

appointed to proceed in refpetting 
innocent fufferers. 

150. They draw They draw very near with hoftile >5° 
nigh that follow af- views, who are attached to wick- 

tcr ednefs, or fully bent upon doing all 
Vol. IV. i the 
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Sect. 93. the mifchief in their power; they 
'' ^ ** are at the fame time at fuch a dif- 

salm _t ance f rom regarding thy law, that 
cm. 150. w jjj no reftraint upon their 
utmoft violence. 

15 1 Thou, omniprefent God, art 
nigh at hand, and in perfect rea- 
dinefs to oppofe them and defend 
me: and all thy precepts with the 
promifes annexed to them have no 
lefs (lability and certainty in them 
than truth itfelf. 

15 2 In relation to thy injun&ions 
with every thing that concerns 
them, I am not now to be inftruc- 
ted; but have always been perfectly 
clear in it, that thou had eftablifh- 
ed them upon an immoveable and 
eternal foundation. 


ter mifchief: the^ 
are far from thy law: 


151. Thou art 
near, OLord, and 
all thy command¬ 
ments are truth. 


152. Concerning 
thy teftimobies I 
have known of old, 
that thou hall found¬ 
ed them for ever. 


SECT. XCIV. 

Complaint of enemies and perfecutors, TJ?e peace and 
plcafure attendant on virtue . Deliverance implored 
and grateful acknowledgments prcmifed . Ver. 15 3, 
to the end . 


Psalm cxix. 153. 


Sect. 94. T%yr Y hardfhips and fufferings 
TVA are exceeding grievous, do 
. ALM thou with pitying eyes behold, and 
cxix. 153* w j t jj a p 0wer fLil arm draw me out 

of them; for I have this ground 
; to hope for thy protection that I 
am never regardlcfs of my duty. 

154 Stand up for me againft mine 
adverfaries as my patron or advo¬ 
cate ; as the avenger of innocent 
blood defigned to be (bed, do thou 
vindicate me: reftore me to fafety 
and happinefs in the manner thou 
haft afcertained thefe, to the dif- 
trefted who depend upon thee, and 

are 


P S A LM cxix. 153. 

R ESH. 


C Onfider mine 
affliftion, and 
deliver me: for I do 
not forget thy law. 


r$4. Plead my 
caufe, and deliver 
me: quicken me ac¬ 
cording to thy Vord. 



Salvation is 
far from the wicked, 
ior they feek not 
thy ftatutes. 


156. Great are 
thy tender mercies, 
O Lord : quicken 
me according to thy 
judgments. 


157. Many are 
my perfecutorsj and 
mine enemies: yet 
do I not decline 
from thy teftimo- 
nies. 

15??. I beheld the 
iranl’greflbrs, and 
was grieved : be¬ 
cause they kept not 
thy wferd. 


159 Confidcr how 
I love thv precepts: 
quicken me, OLord, 
according to thy 
loving kindnefs. 


160. Thy word is 
true fhorn the be- 
ginning; and every 
fi-V of thy righteous 
judg- 
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are deftitute of all human fuc- Sect. 94 ' 
cour. 

Security may reafonably be fup- Psalm 
pofed the fartheft from the wick- CX1X * ! 54 * 
ed; and that if they fall into any 1 55 - 
affli&ions, they will prove fatal ; 
becaufc they concern not them- 
felves to obferve thy laws, whereon 
reft all well-grounded hopes of thy 
protection, and of both prefeht and 
future fafety. 

Multiplied beyond .all reckoning 156 
are the inftances, molt gracious 
Got), of thy tender affection and 
extremecommiferation: correfpon- 
dent to thy fettled courfe of pro¬ 
cedure with the miferable, be thou 
merciful to, reftore and preferve me. 

Their number is very confider- 157 
able who prefs hard upon and great¬ 
ly diftrefs me: yet do I not ft retch 
out beyond the line of thv precepts 
into any finifter courfes for my re¬ 
lief or fecurity. 

I obferved the hypocritical pre- 15S 
varicating and treacherous in their 
defigns and practices, and far from 
imitating was quite tired out with ; 
did highly blame loath and abomi¬ 
nate them : purely on this account, 1 ' 
that they have no regard for the 
integrity of virtue. 

Let it appear that thou infpe£left 1 59 
with afFeftion and approbation the 
fmcerity of my zeal for thy truth 
and obedience to thy laws : eternal 
God, fupport and blefs me, an- 
fwerably to thy gracious promifes 
and inexpreflible goodnefs. 

The original excellence arid fu- 
preme perfe&ion of thy declara¬ 
tions, upon which we may entirely 
depend, ate their certain truth : arul 

I 2 that 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 94. that every rule of thy dealings is 
k —for ever equal and merciful. 

Psalm Not on iy common men, but 
cxix. 160, p r i nC 2p a ] perions and fupreme ma- 
giftrates, whofe office it is to pro¬ 
tect the innocent, have fucceffively 
without the leaft ground of offence 
given them purfued in order to 
overtake feize and deftroy me: 
{till, my heart is not fo alarmed 
with fecular danger but it infinitely 
more dreads thy difpleafure, and 
pays a religious reverence to thy 
commandments. 

*62 In reflections upon their observ¬ 
ance, and the application to my- 
felf of their promifes, I can truly 
exult and triumph, like a military 
man who hath defeated an enemy 
and discovered plenty of the richeft 
plunder. 

163 Whatever advantage might be 
the confequence, I have the utmoft 
averflon to falfe deceitful dealing 
as deteftable abominable: but thy 
law which preferibes truth in the 
inner parts, do I admire and firidlly 
conform to. 


*64 Not only every day of my life, 
but very frequently each day, do I 
offer up my acknowledgments of 
the fincereft gratitude, the effeCl 
of an impreffive fenfe of the equity 
candour and mercy of thy difpen- 
fations, 

165 All bappinefs and profperity of 
the nobleft kind, attend on truly 
religious upright perfons : and no- 
thingof ftumbling blocks and temp¬ 
tations, dangers or difficulties fhall 
caufe them to fwerve from duty ; 
aifturb their peace, or retard their 
progrefs in the way of virtue to 
j erieflion and felicity. 


j udgm ent* enJureth 
for ever. 

S C H I N. 

161. Princes have 
perfecuted me with¬ 
out a caufe : but my 
heart Aandeth in 
awe of thy word. 


162. I rejoice at 
thy word, as one 
that findeth great 
fpoil. 


163 I hate and 
abhor lying: but thy 
law do I love. 


164. Seven times 
a day do I praife 
thee: becaufe of 

thy righteous judg¬ 
ments. 


163. Great peace 
have they which 
love thy law: and 
nothing fhall offend 
them. 


Juft 
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166 I oim.Ihave Juft and good God, I have Sect. 94. 

hoped for thy falva- fully expected it from thy kind 1 -v—-^ 
tiun, and done thy providence, that I fhould furvive Psalm 
commandments. all dangers and troubles; and be cx * x * 

placed in a ftate of fafety and pro¬ 
sperity: and as a folid foundation 
for fuch hope, I have moft feru- 
puloufly ailed as thou haft com¬ 
manded. 

167. My foul hath As my office and ftation, I have *67 
keptthy r.uiiuonks: diligently attended to the obedience 
and 1 love them ex- of thy laws; and this hath pro-, 
ceedingly. ceeded from the nobleft motive of 

a moft ardent and entire love of 
them. 

>68. I have kept I have moft ftriilly and con-168 
thy precepts and feientioufly regarded thofe precepts 
thy ccllimonies: for vvhich thou haft laid a particular 
all my ways are be- ft re f s on as inexpreffibly important, 
fore thee. even ftanding moral laws of 

universal righteoufnefs: for I am 
both firmly perfuaded chat all my 
thoughts and actions are naked and 
open before thee, and that I have 
approved them to thee; walking 
with God, or faithfully and uni- 
T A U. formly obeying him. 

169. Let my cry My addrefics, eternal God, are *69 

come ; near before frequent and earneft, vouchfafc 
thee, O Lord; give them a gracious audience: inftruil 
me undemanding me i n judgment and diferetion, 
according to thy as j s confident with the rules 
' vor * of thy facred oracles. 

170. Let my fup- Grant my fupplication to obtain 17° 
plication come be- favour, a kind acceptance; and as 
fore thee: deliver j s a g reea bl e j 0 t he tenour of thy 

me accord.ng to thy promifes and courfe of thy pro l 

vidence fee me free from all pref* 
fures and mi furies. 

171. My lips fhall I will not be ungrateful, but as > 7 * 

utter praife, when thq richeft fountain emits plentiful 
thou haft taught me ftreams, fo copious fhall my lan- 
thy llatutes. guageflowincelebratingthy praifes, 

I 3 as 
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A Paraphrase on the. 


Sect 94. as Toon as I am duly (killed in 
thy determinations concerning our 

Psalm a&ions, and the bounds thou haft 
cxix. lyi. £ xcc j tQ t j iem# 

172 My tongue {hall fpeak fuitably 
to the happy occafion of thy word 
of promife being accomplifhed to 
me: for whatever thou haft con- 
ftituted or appointed, commanded 
or forbidden, ftands upon the folid 
ground of perfect fitnefs reafon or 
equity. 

*73 Let thy power and kind hand 
of providence appear for mine aflif- 
tance; for renouncing all impiety 
and immorality I have chofen thy 
precepts to govern my thoughts 
and aflions. 

174 I have long wifhed and moft fo- 
Jicitoufly defired to experience that 
falvation W'hich is diftinguifhed as 
peculiarly thy workmanfhip; and 
till thou art pleafed to grant it do 
give myfclf the pleafure of con¬ 
templating and obferving thy pre¬ 
cepts. 

175 Preferve my life from the dangers 
that threaten it, and it fhall be de¬ 
voted to thy homage and fervice ; 
3 nd let thy favour to me, or judg¬ 
ments againft my enemies, whilft 
I am truly rciigious, afford me 
fuccour. 

176 I have wandered not knowing 
which way to go, like a fneep that 
had ftrayed from the flock or fold ; 
O thou good fliepherd, do thou 
enquire for, till thou find and re- 
ftore thy roving expofed fervant; 
for I fincerely regard and never do 
Wilfully depart from the laws thou 
haft preferibed. 


172. My tongue 
(hall fpeak of thy 
word; for all thy 
commandments 
rignteoufnefs. 


175. Let thine 
hand help me, for I 
have chofen thy 
precepts. 


174.1 have longed 
for thy falvation, 
O Lord; nnd thy 
law is my delight. 


175. Let my foul 
live, and it /hall 
praife thee; and let 
thy judgments help 
me. 


176. I have gone 
aftray like a loft 
fheep, feek thy fer¬ 
vant; for I do not 
forget thy com¬ 
mandments. 


PSALM 
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PSALM CXX. SECT. XCV. 

Prayer t0 be delivered from lying deceitful tongues. 7he 

malignant ejfefts of them. Complaint of his fituation y 
as the reverfe of that peace he endeavoured . Suppofed to 
he penned by David, when Doeg accufed him , I Sam. 
xxii. 7 'he title , a fong of degrees or afeents , becaufe 
appointed to be fung by the Levites funding on feme 
eminence of flairs or fcaffolds with elevation of voice. 


Psalm cxx. i. 


Psalm cxx. i. 


I N my diftrefs I 
cried unto the 
Lord, ard he heard 
me. 


2. Deliver my 
foul, O Lord, from 
lying lips and from 
deceitful tongue. 


5. P What fhall 
be given unco thee ? 
or what fhall be 
done unto thee, thou 
f.dfe tongue ? 


4. Sharp arrows 
pf the mighty, 
with 


I N cafes of peculiar neceflity and Sect. 95. 

extreme embarraflment which 
have befallen me, I have moft Psalm 
humbly and earneftly folicited his cxx ’ l * 
immediate aid who dwelleth on 
high ; and his aid no fooner ha9 
been afked than granted. 

My prefent requeft is, O thou 2 
God of truth and equity, that 
thou would# refeue me out of the 
imminent danger I am in from men 
who deal falfly and difappoint the 
hopes of others; and from the per¬ 
fidious and crafty whofe fubtle 
malice and unexpected calumnies 
flrike fuddeoly and flay unawares. 

I very reafonably deflre to be 3 
delivered from all connexion or 
converfation with perfons of this 
infamous character; for what will 
ever be gained by their company? 
or what fhall an upright man avail 
himfelf, or how reap the leaft 
advantage by living among deceit¬ 
ful malicious men ? 

Nothing can be expe&ed from 4 
them but perpetual mifehiefs feuds 
I 4 and 


p Some underfland this as a queftion put to the facred 
author, what harm fliall a deceitful tongue dq you \ 
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Sicr.95.3nd annimofities: like the fharp- 
pointed arrows of a ftrong military 
man which certainly enter, pierce 
deep and wound fatally : or thr 
concealed hatred may be compared 
to coals of juniper which are ex¬ 
ceeding hot, burn long, and indeed 
are hardly ever to be quenched, 

5 I cannot but efteem it my ex¬ 
treme unhappinefs, faying mifer- 
able man that I am ! to be con- 
flrained to fpcnd fo much of my 
time in a country like Mefech y and 
famous for inhabitants of this 
wretched complexion: or that I 
am forced to dwell among a people 
who have put off humanity like 
the favage progeny of Kedar* the 
wild and barbarous Arabians* who 
have no houfes but live in their 
draw-wagons or tents. 

6 My wretched lot hath long been 
caff where no meafures of peace 
are at all attended to; and in fpite 
of my pacifick endeavours, where 
one man in particular by every 
thing he fays and does, declares 
war, or appears the fworn enemy 
of reconciliation and concord, 

7 I am thoroughly inclined to the 
things that make fqr peace j but 

fo 


with coals of 9 ju¬ 
niper. 


5. Wo is me, tb2t 
I fojourn in r Mefech, 
that I dwell in the 
tents of Kedar. 


6. My foul hath 
long dwelt with him 
that haceth peace. 


7.1 am for peace : 
but when I fpeak, 
they cire for war. 


9 Juniper , fome interpret of broom , the allies of which 
long retain the fire. 

Schindler affirms, that being once kindled, they will keep 
the fire a year together without going out. And Kimchi that 
they are very hot and will not be quenched, keeping fire 
in them when they appear dead. 

r In Mefech fome underftand not of a place , but for a 
long time , and the tents cf Kcdar % people like the Scenitar t or 
unfettled plundering Arabs. Others, as a general com¬ 
plaint of mankind, their infidious arts, diftrafling humours^ 
and mo&‘Unaccountable perverfe pra&ices. 
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fo blinded are they with their own Sect. 95 
mifchicvous paffions or jealous 
fears, that I can no fooner open Psalm 
my lips to promote the invaluable cxx * 7 ' 
bleffing than they vent their fufpi- 
cions: fet themfelves to inflame 
each other’s indignation, or call 
put* to arms. 


PSALM CXXI. 


Profejfions of reliance upon providence ; with the advan¬ 
tage and fecurity of this reliance . A fong of afcent5. 


P s A L K. CXXI. I. 


Psalm cxxi. 1. 


T Will lift up mine 
eyes unto the 11 hills 
from whence cometh 
jny help. 


2. My help cometh 
t from the k Lord, 
which made heaven 
and earth. 


A MIDST all the various ob- Sect. 95. 

je&s of human dependance t—■ 
for relief under neceffities, my hopes Psalm 
have always been determined, and cxxi. i, 
my devotion exprefTed to him who 
is exalted in his heavenly throne 
above the higheft hills; from whom 
oply I could reasonably expert all 
proper fuccour ? and wbofe kind 
providence hath never yet failed to 
Vouchfafe it. 

I fmcerely account for, the fuc- 2 
cefs of my beft concerted meafures, 
my fupport under difficulties, and 
efcape out of dangers from the fa¬ 
vourable regard of providence ; or 
from the minifters in waiting be¬ 
fore the prefence of that everblefled 
God, who created preferves and 
prefides over the univerfe. 

Whoever 


■ Hillsy Alen Ezra and Kimchi fuppofe an allufion to the 
garrifon of a town befieged, who kept a conttant look out 
toward the hills for fome fignal by fire or otherwife to give 
intelligence that fuccour was approaching. 

* from the Lordy literally from with, or from hefore y the 
J ord ; probably referring to the angels of his prefence, or 
minifters of his providence; who are fuppofed to be in con¬ 
stant rcadinefs to execute his high behefts. 
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^ect. 95. Whoever you are that ferve and 
V<—confide in this moil faithful and 
Psalm Almighty God, aflure yourfelves, 
pm. 3. w jjj not f u {F er y 0ur fi rm footing 
to be fhaken, nor any great detri¬ 
ment to happen to you: human 
guards may chance to deep upon 
duty, but he who has the charge 
of your fafety ic always awake and 
attentive, never will dumber, or 


3. He will not 
fuffer thy foot to be 
moved: he that 

keepeth thee will 
not dumber. 


neglect you. 

4 I repeat and confirm this that 
you may not entertain the leaft 
doubt of it,— He that keepeth all 
Jfraelites indeed in whom is no guile, 
is never by any fatigues to be fur- 
prized into a fit of drowftnefs, 
much lefs into found deep; is not 
in any degree remifs, therefore 
finely not wholly negligent of their 
welfare and happinefs. 

5 Let it be remembered, the eter¬ 
nal God is your guardian and pre- 
ferver : the independent abfolutely 
perfe& God, as an umbrello that 
fereens, is your prote&ion and in 
conftant readinefs to ward off all 
evils and dangers. 

p 

6 His fuperintendency mail be 
moreover conftant and perpetual, 
fo that the ftrongeft heat of the fun 
by day (hall not be able to harm 
you, nor the intenfeft cold and moft 
noxious damps of the moon by 
night. 

7 In one word, the moft high 
God fhall fecure you from every 
thing that would otherwife be per¬ 
nicious : he fhall moft certainly 
and effe&ually fupport and defend 
you. 

8 T he fame ever vigilant provi¬ 
dence fhall take abundant care of 

you 


4.Behold, he that 
keepeth Ifrael, fhall 
neither (lumber nor 
deep. 


5. The Lord is 
thy keeper: the Lord 
is thy (hade upon 
thy right hand. 


6. The fun (hall 
not finite thee by 
day; nor the moon 
by night. 


7. The Lord fhall 
preferve thee from 
all evil: he (hall pre¬ 
ferve thy foul. 


8 The Lord fhall 
preferv^ thy going 

out f 
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out, and thy coming you in publick and in private ; in Sect. 9$. 
in, Iron this time your going out to labour and your 
turtb, Bad even for return to reft; even in all thofe ^ 3ALM 
ever ipore. events and affairs that concern you; c * x *- 

from the time that you engage in 
his fervic.e, through an endlefs 
immortality. 


PSALM CXXII. 


A peculiar joy exprejje4 on occafon of the return of oppor¬ 
tunities for publick foetal wot'jhip, ^ Prayer for the peace 
of Jerusalem. A fong of afeents of David. 


Psalm exxii. 1. 


Psalm exxii. 1. 


I Was glad when 
they Paid unto 
me, let us go into 
the houfe of the 
LORD t 


2. Our feet fhall 
(land within thy 
gates, O Jerufalem. 


3. Jerufalem is 
builded as a city, 
fhat is u compact 
together. 


4. Whither the 
tribes go up, the 
tribes of the Lord, 
Unto the w teftimony 

of 


I T is not in my power to exprefs Sect. 95. 

the extreme pleafure it gave me —v— 
to hear the good people inviting Psalm 
one another to the folemnities of cxxlu l * 
publick focial worfhip ; and faying, 
let us go in companies or march as 
an army to the fantfuary of the 
Lord. 

We formerly have been, and 2 
again efteem ourfelves, fettled up¬ 
on a fecure footing, and in a raoft 
happy condition, that we can at¬ 
tend upon the glorious prefence 
within thy gates, O Jerufalem, 

This magnificent ftrong city is 3 
not only uniformly conftrufted, 
but greatly enlarged; the upper 
one Z ion being joined to the lower 
Jerufalem ; and in all refpe&s is a 
regular firmly compadl and moft 
beautiful united place. 

Thither, as containing a dvvel- 4 
ling for the moft high, three times 
a year at the folcmn feafts, the 
tribes from all parts retort; the 

tribes 


w Compafi, fame underftand as an allufion to the curious 
contexture of the human frame. 

w 'Irjlimony , fome interpret the ark of the tefimony . 
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Sect. 95. tribes who are favoured of the of IfraeL, to give 
-"v*"--' Lord with peculiar grants, that thanks unto the 
Pfi/iLM agreeably to the divine command name of the Lord. 
4 * given unto the children of Ifrael , 


they may publickly confefs the per¬ 
fections and providence of the only 
living and true God. ■ 
g As in leiler cities there are con- 
iiftories, foin this metropolis there is 
the Sanedrim or higheft court of 
judicature: even there ftie royal 
throne itfelf whereon David has 


5. For there are 
fet thrones of judg¬ 
ment : the thrones 
of the houfe of 
David. 


fat, and which is to defeend in a 
regular fucceflion to his Jine or fa¬ 
mily. 

6 They are greatly interefted 6. Pray for the 
therein, and let the whole body of P eace °f Jerufalem: 
the people offer up united conftant t ^ e ^ r P r 0 ^P er 

and moft affeCtionate ardent fuppli- ^ at ove 1 ee ‘ 
cations, that ferufalem may enjoy 
the perfection ot profperity and 
all manner of happinefs: O thou 
moft important place, a peculiar 
fuccefs and extraordinary blefled- 
nefs fhall attend thofe who are 


folicitoufly concerned for thy wel¬ 
fare tranquillity and glory. 

7 To the utmoft of all our wifties, 7. Peace be within 

may there be peace and fafety to thy walls, and pro- 
every individual furrounded with within thy 

thy walls of defence; and the pro- P a ^ cs * 
foundeft ferenity refined fatisfac- 

tion, and greateft plenty within 
thy fpacious palaces and lofty 
towers. 

8 From a prevailing affeClion to 8.Formy brethren 
all my brethren fprung fiom one anc * companions 

and the fame common ftock Ifrael , . n °) v 

and out of a peculiar tendernt^s for peace e wit un 

my more intimate acquaintance, 
whofe well-being is connected with 
that of Jerufalem\ will I now fpeak 
peace concerning, or pray for the 

choiceft 



Book ^/PSALMS.' 125 

q. Bectufeof the choiceft of God’s bleffings to beSECT. 95. 
Louie of the Lord fliowered down upon thee. 4— 

our God, J will feek On account of the fandtuary on Pf ALM 
thy good. mount Zion, where the praifes 0 f cxx “* ^* 9 * 

the mofthigh God are celebrated, 
will I do whatever is in my power to 
promote thy welfare, O holy city. 


PSALM CXXIII. SECT. XCVI. 


Confidence in the Almighty and addrejfes to him tinder 
grievous afflittion. Complaint of derifton and infult 
that attended it . A fong of afeents. Ifaiah the Jup- 
pofed author: and the occafion Rablhakeh’s menaces 
againft, andJiege laid to Jerufalem. I Kings xviii. 
19. 2 Kingsxix, 4. 


Ps A LM cxxiii. I. 


Psalm cxxiii. r. 



NTO thee lift 
I up mine eyes, 


O thou that dwelled 
in the heavens. 


2. Behold, as the 
eyes of fervants look 
unto the * hand of 
their mailers: and as 
the eyes of a maiden 
unto the hand of 
her miftrefs, fo 
our eyes wait upon 
the Lord our God, 
until that he have 
mercy upon us. 


3. Have mercy 
upon us, OLord, 
have mercy upon 

us; 


T O no other but thine ever- Sect. 96. 

blefled felf do I direct my ex- 
pedtingeyes and adtlrefs my fuppli- ^ S . ALM 
cations in this extreme neceflity, cxxm * I# 
O thou who art every where pre¬ 
sent, but thy perfedlions peculiarly 
inanifeft as if it was thine efpecial 
refidence in the exalted heavens. 

Tiuly as the eyes of fervants area 
attentive to the government and 
diredlion of their matters: or as 
the looks of female flaves are ob- 
fervant of the order and appoint¬ 
ment of their mittrefles; fo are our 
thoughts and entire hopes deter¬ 
mined to the great and goodG'on, 
when in the kind difpofitions of 
his providence he fhall be pleafed 
to Ihew us favour, and reverfe the 
gloomy and melancholy fituation 
of our affairs. 

It is our canftant lamenting cry 3 
and prayer, be gracious, be piti¬ 
fully and tenderly affedted to us, 

moft 


* Some interpret eyes to the hand to figni fy under chaflifi - 
me tit , and importuning mercy. 
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Psalm 
txxiii. 3 


Sect. 96.mod merciful Lord, for the con¬ 
tumelies and infults of our haughty 
enemies have quite forfeited Us; 
to that decree that we are not abl6 
to fuffer any more of them. 

4 Our hearts are indeed full, and 
we arc loaded intolerably with the 
difdain of thofe who enjoy eafe 
fecurity and plenty; and moft vio¬ 
lently trampled upon by thofe 
who are puffed up with pride and 


arrogance. 


os; for we are ex¬ 
ceedingly filled with 
contempt. 


4. Our foul is ex¬ 
ceedingly filled with 
the fcorning of thofe 
that are at eafe, and 
with the contempt 
of the proud. 


PSALM CXXIV. 

A remarkable injlance celebrated of the interpofit 'ion of 
providence for the deliverance of the Jews, A fong 
of afeents of David. 


Psalm exxiv. I, 2, and 3. 


Psalm exxiv. 1,2,3. 


Sect. 96. A L L human fuccour failed— 
MX There was no vifible profpeft 
Psalm of relief, and unlefs the Eternal 
exxiv. i, God had declared in our favour 
2, and 3. at this time efpecially, may the 
Jfraelitijh people avow it: I repeat 
it, for any other interpofition be- 
fides that of an Almighty and moft 
merciful God, at the critical 
fe2fon, when as it feemed all man¬ 
kind were up in arms againft us, 
the inevitable iffue had been our 
entire overthrow; as a wild beaft 
its prey, or as if the earth had 
opened, they had utterly deftroyed 
when they attacked us in fuch for¬ 
midable numbers and with fuch a 
burning indignation. \ 

4 At that conjuncture our fate had 
been certain and irretrievable, as if 
a fudden inundation had rufhed in 
upon and overwhelmed us: the 

impe- 


I F it had nrj been 

the Lord, who 
was on our fide, now 
may Ifrael fay : If 
it had not been the 
Lord who was on 
our fide, when men 
rofe up againft us; 
Then they had fvval¬ 
lowed us up quick, 
when their wrath 
was kindled againft 
us. 


3.Then the waters 
had overwhelmed 
us, the ft ream had 
gone over our foul. 



B$ok if PsAtMs. liy? 

impetuous torrent bore us down. Sect. 96* 
and buried us in the deep. — v — 

y Then the proud Then nothing of vifible fuccour ^ S A LM 

waters had gone could prevent our total extirpation, CXX1V, 4 » 5 « 
over our foul. any more than fave a veflel which 

the fwelling waves of a tempeftuous 
fea, have caft it on the fands 
or fplit it againft the rocks. 

6. Blefled he the ^ us a11 that is P offible «le- 6 
Lord, who hath not brate the inexpreflible goodnefs 
given us as a prey to and mercy of the Ever-blefled God, 
their teeth, who hath not fuffered us to fall a 

facrifice to their whetted teeth and 


7. Our foul is 
efcaped as a bird 
out of the fnare of 
the fowlers; the fnare 
is broken, and we 
are efcaped. 


8 . Our help is in 
the name of the 
Lord, who made 
heaven and earth. 


moil ravenous favage fury. 

Our efcape is equally out of the 7. 
bounds of human probability, as 
that of a weak bird’s is from a 
fowler's entangling net or ftrongeft 
gin breaking: however, to our un- 
(peakable joy, the feemingly fatal 
fnare is broken, their dreadful 
fcheme defeated, and we are won¬ 
derfully preferved when we were 
upon the brink of deftru&ion. r 
Our conftant dependance, as g 
well as the author of particular de¬ 
liverances, is plainly no other than 
the Ever-living and true God, 
who is poffefled of infinite perfec¬ 
tion and an univerfal fovereignty. 


PSALM CXXV. 

Steadinefs to duty the ground of relief and fecurity. Prayer 
for the good and upright . Threat*nings denounced a- 

gainjl the incorrigible and impenitent. A J'ong of a/cents. 


Psalm exxv. 1. Psalm cxxv. i. 


T hey that trud 

in the Lord, 
joall be as mount 
Zion, which cannot 
be removed, hut a- 
bideth for ever. 


T H E truly wife and good, who Sect. 96. 

uniformly obey and unre- J 

fervedly confide in Almighty God, a lm 
are perfectly fecure in this conduct ; cxxv “ u 
as mount Sion (lands upon a moft 

luiid 



jz8 


A Paraphrase an tbi 


Sect. 96. folid foundation, and cannot by 
any human power be fhalcen from 
Psalm j ts bads; fo in a confcious inte- 
cxxv. 1. grity will they for ever experience 
a {fable and immovable fupport. 

2 As the city *JerufaUm derives its 
natural defence and vifible fafety 
from the peculiar happinefs of itd 
Fituation, and the {heltering hills 
that furround it; fo the righteous 
an infallible and eternal preferva- 
tion from the divine protection; 
or the minifters of his providence* 
which perpetually inviron and de¬ 
fend them. 

3 At fome particular feafons he 
may fuffer the ungodly to prevail 
over and the tyrannical opprefs his 
faithful fervants: but they fhall not 
always have it in their power to 
trample upon them; nor their con¬ 
dition remain at their option to 
aflign them a very diftrefled one: 
left the moft upright and refigned 
fhould at length grow impatient, 
feek red refs by indireCl meafures, 
or fall in with the general torrent 
of prevailing impiety and immo¬ 
rality. 

4 In the courfe of thy kind provi¬ 
dence, moft bountiful God, vouch- 
fafe every thing that is fitting and 
contributing to their profperity and 
happinefs, whofe defircs as to them- 
felves are moderate, and who will 
ntake a proper liberal ufe of thy 
favours; even to them whofe affec¬ 
tions and inclinations decline not 
from the direCt plain rule of truth 
and virtue. 

5 As for fuch as deviate from it, 
into the winding diftorted ways of 
ungodlinefs and impcnitency ; the 

Lord 


2. As the moun¬ 
tains are round a- 
bout Jerufalem, fo 
the Lord is round 
about his people, 
from hence forth 
even for ever. 


3. For the rod of 
the wicked fhall not 
reft upon the lot of 
therighteous: left the 
righteous put forth 
their hands unto 
iniquity. 


4. Do good, O 
Lord, unto thojt 
that be good, and to 
them that are uprighj 
in their hearts. 


5. As for fuch 
turn afide unto their 
crooked ways, the 
Lord 
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tnRD fhall lead Lord fhall in the judgment of the Sect. 96. 
them forth with the hft day make them to go forth, or <— 1 "V—J 
workers of iniquity: command them to depart with the P SALM 
but peace Jhall be workers of iniquity at large to a cxxv< 5* 
upon K rael. ftate of condemnation and mifery : 

whereas Ifraelites indeed in whotn- 
is no guile fhall enjoy temporal 
and eternal felicity. 

PSALM CXXVl. SECT. XCVIt* 

7 Toe happinefs of recovered liberty , illujl rated in fever a l 
beautifulJtmtles . A fong of afeents . 'The author fup- 

pofed to be Efdras. The occafion , the return-of the 
Jews from the Babylonifli captivity . 


Psalm exxvi. 1. 


Ps A 1 M exxvi* I. 


W HEN the 
Lord turned 
again the captivity 
of Sion, we were like 
them that dream. 


2. y Then was our 
mouth filled with 
laughter, and our 
tongue with Tinging; 
then faid they a- 
mong the heathen, 
the Lord hath done 
great things for 
them. 


W HEN at length after a Sect. 97. 

tedious fervitude, it pleafed 
Almighty God, as was foretold sALM 
by his prophets, to reverfe the cxxvl * I# 
heavy calamities which for our 
manifold offences had happened to 
our city and nation, and to return 
our exiled people to their native 
land 5 we were truly like thofe 
who Juddenly recover from a moft 
threat’ning indifpofition : or had 
feen only in a vifion rather than 
actually fucceeded to fuch change 
of circumftances. 

Such different feenes and fo un- 2 
expe&ed could not but throw us 
into tranfports, fill our mouths and 
entire afpett with an extreme 
merriment, and our tongues with 
pfalms of unfeigned gratitude: hea¬ 
thens in general on the occafion 
remarked to the honour of our 
God, that his providence had ap¬ 
peared moft confplcuoully in favour 


y Then from that moment , never before . 

Vol. IV. K 



4 - Turn again oar 


130 A Paraphrase on tbt 

Sect. 97. of the lfraelites , whom they had 
v reckoned abandoned thereby. 

Psalm There obfervation is not ground- 3 ' The ^ 0R ® 
cxxvi.2,3. ] e f Sj ^ere is abundant proof for it, hath done great 
the Eternal God hath indeed dif- things for us 
played an aftonifhing providence v we are S a 
and benevolence for our advantage: 
whereof we are truly fenfible, and 
in which we {hew an unufual fatis- 
fa&ion and gladnefs. 

4 This extraordinary mercy, Ever- 4.Turn again oar 
bleil’ed God, of liberty after fo captivity, O Lord, 
long and difpiriting a bondage, re- as 1 ftreams in 
vives and invigorates us, as ftreams t “ e * out * 

or pools of water to the fainting 
traveller in the dry and thirfty 
fouth. 

5 We may very juftly apply that . S* They that fow 
proverbial exprefllon or compa- j n . tears ' ^ a “ rca P 
rifon—faying, they who fow in in l°y* 

tears of affliftion and anxiety left 
all their expence and labour fhould 
produce nothing 5 (hall in time of 
harveft reap with the greater joy 
being the more furprizing the 
richeft crops. 

6 He that with meafured fteps ^ He that goeth 
goeth over his plowed land, draw- orc *l an wee P. et » 
‘ng f °w'»g under great concern feed £ a „ £ obtlefl 
out of his hanging bafket ihe moll com£ •„ with re _ 
valuable feed; lhall doubtlefs in j oicing bringing hu 
the time of reaping and gathering ft ca vts with him. 
return from the fame land rejoicing 

at the plentiful increafe, and bring¬ 
ing home heavy fheaves: fo after 
a certain leafon of oppreflion and 

iamen- 


5. They that fow 
in tears, lhall reap 
in joy. 


6 . He that goeth 


joicing bringing his 
fheaves with him. 


2 Streams, &c. is fuppofed to refer to the torrents in 
Arabia, deferibed 'Job vi. or the overflowings of the Nik', 
which happen at certain feafons. 

a Tl!'D may be interpreted bajket> or feed-bofftr hanging 
before the lower. 
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lamentation we are now happily Sect. 97 
reftored to our native country in 
joy and triumph. 


Psalm 
cxxvi. 6. 


PSALM CXXVII. 

Rife of families and fafety of towns not meerly the effctt 
of human means 7 but of divine providence. His people's 
happinefs in tbife injlances without their undue foltcitude • 
A Jong of afcents, The author , as is fuppojed , Solomon* 


Psalm cxxvii. i. 


Psalm cxxvii. 1. 


E Xcept the Lord 
build thehoufe. 
they labour in vain 
that build it: except 
the Lord keep the 
city, the watchman 
waketh but in vain. 


2. It is vain for 
you to rife up early, 
to fit up lace, to eat 
the bread of for- 
rovvs: for fo he 
giveth his beloved 
jleep. 


3. Lo, children 
ire an heritage of 

(he 


W Hatever other dependencies Sect. 97. 

at the neglc£fc hereof pre- * 

fumptuous vain men have created Psalm 
to themfelves, yet it is indubitably CXXVIU 1 * 
certain, that if the Lord and great 
dire&or of all event9, concur not 
with man’s endeavours to raife a 
family, or have a pofterity, they 
will be to no purpofe : if by his 
providence he do not proteft a city 
from dangers and calamities, the 
ilrideft attention of the molt vigi¬ 
lant faithful guards will not avail 
as to its defence and fecurity. 

O you Tons of avarice or ambi- 2 
tion, it anfwers no end for you, 
reiflefs through immoderate care, 
to rife to labour before the earlieft 
dawn, to continue it indefatigably 
until the night watches; and to 
eat bread procured with aching 
hearts fweating brows or finews at 
full rtretch: in as much as God’s 
beloved people (hall always be more 
profperous and happy, as the effect 
only of a regular indurtry and re¬ 
ligious confidence, enjoying con¬ 
tented minds and peaceful found 
llumbers. 

Even the moft definable blelTin^ 3 
of an hopeful porter;tv, for whnfe 
K 2 benefit 
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, Sect. 97. benefit any great degree of toil the Lord : and th# 
c.—-v —«-f muff be defigned or it can have 'fruit of the womb 
Psalm no meaning, are a kind of poflef- ;J bis reward, 
cxix. 43. f lons g ran ted men to defeend or 
fucceed them that proceed from 
the kind providence of our com¬ 
mon parent: and the nobleft effects 
of the matrimonial relation are his 


difinterefted generous recompence 
of them who fear and ferve him. 

4 There is no earthly fatisfaftion 
or advantage to be compared to 
them: feathered fhafts or pointed 
darts in the dextrous hand of a 
military chief do not more cer¬ 
tainly defend him, and repel his 
enemy, than the adfive dutiful 
offspring of men’s healthy and 
vigorous youth. 

5 He may in a high degree feli¬ 
citate himfelf, whofe quiver is full 
of this kind of arrows, or whofe 
houfe to the utmoft of his wifhes 
is flocked with obedient fober chil¬ 
dren: neither he nor they {hall be 
difappointed through delays of their 
reafonable hopes and put to con- 
fufion ; but they fhall be able to 
confront their adverfaries, and 
effe£fually vindicate themfelves in 
courts of judicature from whatever 
kind of injuries (hall be offered 
them. 


4. As arrows are 
in the hand of a 
mighty man: fo are 
children of the 
youth. 


5. Happy is the 
man that hath his 
quiver full of them : 
they fhall not be 
afhamed, but they 
fhall fpeak with the 
enemies in the gate. 


PSALM CXXVIIL 

*The extraordinary advantages , perfonal and relative cf 
religious virtue . A fong of aj cents. 


Psalm cxxviii. 1. 


Sect. 97. 



Psalm 


cxxviii. 1. 


W Hatcvcr he is ctherwife, 
every man without exception 
derives to himfelf the nobleft pro- 

fpe&s 


Psalm cxxviii. r. 


B Lefled is every 
one that feareth 
the Lord: that 
walketh in his ways. 
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fpedlsoffolid fatisfa&ion and lafting Sect. 97. 
happinefs, who is a conftant wor- 
fhippcr and faithful fervant of the P SA ^ M 
ever-living God : whofe courfe 0 f cxxvlu * 1 • 
life is regulated according to his 
laws. 

2. For thou flialt To inftance in particulars which 2 
eat the labour of can hardly be wanting in any {late 
thine hands: happy an d which comprife the moll fub- 
Jhalt thou be and it ftantial bleilings ^ under the divine 
Jhall be well with p ro te£lion you yourfelf, and not a 

£ ^ ce * ftranger, {hall peaceably enjoy the 

conftant fruits of your regular in- 
duftry: thrice happy you! your 
real neceftities will be fupplicd, and 
not improbably, many defirable 
conveniencies added. 

3. Thy wife Jhall As a moft fruitful vine, with its 3 
It as a fruitful vine fpreading branches 'and teeming 
by the lidcs of thine clufters on the out-fide of your 
houfe: thy children houfe, ordinarily fo fecund {hall 
like b olive plants y 0ur w jf e within doors: your 

table a 0Ut 1 ^ children as fo many young olives, 

or ever-greens furrounding it fhall 
give to your table the higheft em- 
bellifhment, beauty, and dignity. 

It has demonftrably appeared in 4 
numberlefs inftances, that the up¬ 
right and pious man hath been 
thus remarkably favoured by an 
indulgent providence: and the fame 
may probably happen, though it is 
not pofitivcly infured to all without 
exception, to every one of this 
ftamp and charadler: 

The peculiar guardian of mount S 
blefs thee out of Z\on y and governour of the whole 
Zion:and thou fhalt creation {hall reward your homage 

fee the good of Je- paid to him in his lhn£luary there, 
rufalem all the day, K 3 with 

ct thy life. J 


4. Behold, that 
thus fhall the man 
be blefled that fear- 
eth the L o r o f 


5.The Lord fliall 


h AUufion to their entertainments in eaflern countries, 
which were in yards and gardens under the lhades of olivo- 
frees and others. Qen. sviii. 4. EJih, i. 5, 
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Sect. 97. with efpecial favours and bleffings: 

and which muft afford an extreme 
P s alm pleafufe to every true patriot, you 
cxxviii. 5. ^ a jj r .nd (hare in the peace 

and profperity of Jerufalem through 
the whole courfe of your life. 

6 Which life in ordinary may be 
expc£ted to be an exceeding long 
one; and that you (hall fee with 
pleafure fcveral generations de¬ 
fended from you: and the whole 
ljraelitijh nation diftinguifhed for 
all inftances and the higheft degrees 
of fecular happinefs. 


6. Yea, thou (halt 
fee thy children's 
children, and peace 
upon lfrael. 


PSALM CXXIX. SECT. XCVIII. 

Dangers and offi£l ions of the Tfraelites from their ene¬ 
mies. Their difappointment as to their total deflruflion. 
Due chaftifement and mifery wijhed them in their turn . 
A fong 0} afcents. The author fuppofed to be Ezra ! 
the occafon the return from captivity . 


Psalm cxxix. 1. 


Psalm cxxix. I. 


Sect. 98. a multiplicity of growing in- 
v—A ftanccs have our enemies, as 
Psalm binding us in bundles, greatly 
cxxix. 1. harrafled and diftrefled us, from 
the very infancy of our ftate, and 
coming out of Egypt ; may the 
children of lfrael at this particular 
feafon very properly declare to the 
whole world: 

2 I repeat it, times without num¬ 
ber our adverfaries have reduced 
us to the greateft ftiaits and diffi¬ 
culties, from the firft founding of 
our civil and religious conftitution: 
yet they have not fo far prevailed 
as to extinguifh our names, or 
Utterly fubvert our nation that we 
Should no longer be a people. 


M ANY a time 
have they af- 
flifled me from my 
youth, may lfrael 
now fay: 


2. Manv a time 
have thy aflMed me 
from my youth : yet 
they have not pre¬ 
vailed againlt me. 


As 



3- r The plowers 
plowed upon my 
back . they made 
long their furrows. 


4. The Lord is 
righteous: he hath 
cut afunder the cords 
of the wicked. 


5. Let them all 
be confounded and 
turned back, that 
hate Zion. 


* 


6. Let them be as 
the grafs upon the 
houfe-topj, which 
withereth afore it 
groweth up. 
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As if we had been perfect abjefls Sect. 98# 
or the moft abandoned Haves, they 1 
have in thecruelleft manner fcourg Psalm 
ed our naked bodies; with heavy CXXJX - 3 » 
ftripes they have made long wheals 
upon our backs. 

Notwithftanding their height of 4 
tyranny, and our low eftate of fub- 
je£tion and mifery, a moft juft and 
merciful God hath been gracious 
to us; as cutting their cords hath 
fruftrated their wicked deflgns, 
diverted them of their perverted 
'power, and delivered us from af¬ 
fliction and oppreflion. 

Thus let it ever happen to all 5 
thofe who bear ill will to our 

church and nation, and if they had 
the ability would extirpate them; 
that they be difappointed in their , 

views, and be forced to retreat 
from their projects and enterprlzes 
full of (hame, diforder and con- 
fufion. 

Of their pwn accord and with- 6 
out any formal enemies let them 
fade away, like the. grafs on the 

tops of houfes: which withcreth 

K 4 before 


e P/onverSy fotne interpret of the Babylonians , literally 
plowing up mount Zion, Is it not rather to be underftood 
of fcourging, and cords mentioned in the next verfe the in- 
ftruments they ufed in doing it ? 

d As has been already noted houfes among the orientals 
were built with flat plain roofs: and Maundrell fuppofes an 
allufion here to the particular manner of the country people 
in gathering their corn; which they plucked up by hand- 
full 9 from the roots, that they might lol’e none of the ftraw ; 
which is generally very fliort, and neceflary for the fupport 
of their cattle, being made as hay here. And tho’ mention 
is made in the next ver. of a mower, yet he being fuch as 
fills not his hand, this rather confirms the former fenfe. 
Clrone{f’ t Ainfworth interprets drawetk out the fickle as a 
fword from its (heath. 
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Sect. 98. before it ever groweth to any ma- 
turity ; or of itfelf declines and dies, 
before it is, as other grafs, plucked 
fhorne or mowed. 

7 When it happens that he who 
reapeth other crops, whether by 
pulling up by the roots or putting 
in the fickle or the fcythe, filleth 
not his hand with it ; nor has he 
that is employed in gathering or 
binding fheaves, occafion to raife 
it up to his breaft in order to bind 
or carry it. 

8 There is no occafion moreover as 
to thefe fhort-lived productions for 
the common form of falutation or 
wifhes of fuccefs beftowed by paf- 
fengers on reapers, fuch as the 
Almighty profper your undertak¬ 
ing ; we with heaven’s blefling to 
attend your labour. 


7. Wherewith the 
mower filleth not his 
hand ; nor he that 
bindeth fheaves, his 
bofom. 


8. Neither do they 
which go by, fay 
the bleSing of the 
Lord be upon you: 
we blefs you in the 
name of the Lord. 


PSALM CXXX. 


Earneft prayer for the remijjion of fins . Hopes conceived 

from the certainty of the divine mercy . Encourage¬ 

ment to the houfe of Ifrael to truji in this . A fong of 
afcents. Not improbably compofed in the time of the 
captivity . 


Psalm exxx. i. 


Psalm cxxx. i. 



Sect. 98. T^ROM an abyfs of mifery, or 
-L 1 a condition of the molt de¬ 
plorable adverfity, O my God 
and Father, I have raifed the loudeft 
outcries to thee for fuccour and 
mercy. 

2 O thou grand bafis and fupport 
of the univerfe, regard, 1 moft 
humbly beieech thee, my com¬ 
plaining voice; declare by the 
event, that thou haft gracioufly in¬ 
clined thine ears to hear, and thy 

good 


O UT of the 
depths have I 
cried unto thee, Q 
Lord. 


2. Lord, hear 
my voice; let thine 
ears be attentive to 
the voice of my Ap¬ 
plications. 
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good providence to anfwer what Sect. 98; 
with a moft tender fupplicating 
fpirit I have addrefled to thee. Psalm 
v Jf thou, Lord, As to revolts of our afFe£tions cxxx * 2 > 3 # ' 
ihouldeft mark ini- from thy law and deviations from 
quities: O Lord, duty, if thou fhouldft ftridtly ani- 
yho lhall Hand ? mad vert upon in order to punifh 

them: O eternal Lord -God, 
which of our imperfedt offending 
race can appear in thy prefence, 
ftand the teft of thy judgment, or 
poflibly be fecure from thy moft 
terrible refentment. 

4. But there is for- On the contrary, no maxim is 4 
givenefs vith thee: more certain and undoubted, than 
that thou mayeft be tby na tural propitioufnefs and ex- 
f carc ^* treme readinefs to pardon the 

humble and penitent; that fallible 
creatures may be encouraged to 
return to their obedience; never 
cpntinue in fin from any unreason¬ 
able fear, or frantick wild defpair 
of obtaining mercy for their irre¬ 
vocable paft miftakes, 

5. I wait for the J direct my moft earneft expec- 5 
Lord, my ioul doth tations to their true objedf the ever- 
wait; and in his Jj v ing God, for his favourable re- 
jvord do I ope. g arc j. w j t j, a becoming patience I 

am moft fteadily intent upon his 
kind providence to effeCfc in due 
time fomcthing to my advantage: 
and though I have been exercifed 
with tedious delays and many dif- 
appointments, do ftill truft in his 
perfections and the declarations of 
his word, that whatever is expeCted 
upon the reafonable ground of his 
certain promife, (hall in its proper 
feafon be accomplifticd. 

6. My foul at 'ait- My full conviction and impref- 6 

eth for the Lord, five fenfe of my entire dependance 
more than they f or ftippo^t on the Almighty are 

that exceeding 
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Sect. 98. exceeding evident; for the priefts that e watch for the 
1 - 1 ' in the temple, or the guards upon morning; Ifay,more 

Psalm ^ower rife not more eaily to than they that watch 
Cxxx. . officiate, or haften not with greater ^ or * norI1 “ , g» 
expedition to their rcfpe&ive watch¬ 
ed than I do to offer up my conftant 
addrefles: I repeat it they are not 
more regular and fixed in perform¬ 
ing by turns their refpe£tive offices*- 
than I am purtdlual to my cour fe of 
daily homage, 

7 The like unremitted afliduity, 7.’Let Ifrael hope 
and unvaried conftancy of religious in the Lord: for 
fervice and confidence would I with the Lord there 
earneftly recommend to all the “ merc y : ant ^ with 
children of Ifrael: there is a ratio- Jj™ enteou * re " 
nal folid foundation for repofing e m P uon * 

an abfolute truft in the Almighty 
and Eternal Being: for with his 
other unchangeable attributes there 
is an inconceivable beneficence, 
and fuch boundlefs mercy as ex¬ 
tends to deliver from all imaginable 
dangers and miferies. 

8 This the fincerely penitent and 8. And he fhall 
reformed Ifraelites fhall happily ex- redeem Ifrael from 
perlence: and upon their future his iniquities, 
obedience fhall be fully difcharged 

from all thofe punifhments and ca¬ 
lamities to which their paft irregu¬ 
larities had expofed them. 

e Alluding as is fuppofed to the priefts who officiated in 
iheir turns: or rather to their officers who were flacioned 
on fome eminence or tower to obferve the firil appearance 
of day-break ; the manner of which is deferibed m the Tal¬ 
mud , QjJ foma. It is farther obfervablc, that in the O/d 
Tefiament only three watches are mentioned, confiding each 
of four hours: in the new four , an innovation probably in¬ 
troduced by the Romans, and entitled evening, midnight t 
cock-crowing aud morning . Sec Matt, xiv. 25. Mcirkxin. 35. 


P S A L M 
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PSALM CXXXI. SECT. XCIX. 

Profefion of meeknefs fimplicity and innocence as to all the 
t news of arrogance and ambition . Perfeft reliance on 
the Almighty recommended . A pfalm of afcents. The 

author David. And the occafton probably fome fug - 
gejlions , that during SauPj reign he was afpiring to 
the kingdom . 


Vsalu cxxxi. i* 


PsAL M CXXXI. I. 


L ORD, my heart 
it not haughty, 
nor mine eyes lofty: 
neither do I exercife 
myfelf in great mat¬ 
ters, or in things too 
high for me. 


2 . Surely I have 
behaved and quieted 
myfelf as a child 
that is weaned of his 
mother: my foul is 
even as ^ weaned 

child. 

% » ■ ■ 


3. Let Ifrael hope 
in the Lord, from 
henceforth and for 
ever. 


W HatcVer has been infinuated Sect. 99. 

by mine enemies to my pre- 
judice on this head before men, I Psalm 
can and clo appeal, All-difcerning cxxx1, K 
God, to thee, that my mind is 
not elated with vain and foolifli 
arrogance, nor mine eyes looking 
above others with an haughty dif- 
dain of them : I do not rafhly and 
prefumptuoufly embark in affairs 
(bat arc beyond my abilities; which 
I cannot comprehend, or that fuit 
not my obfeure Ration. 

But it is certain and what I am 2 
confeious of, that the arguments 
of religion, humility, and modera¬ 
tion have fmoothed and cleared my 
mind from all roughnefs of d, : f- 
content and impatience with my 
condition: I have truly filenccd 
and calmed my paffions into a fub- 
miflion or refignation, like that of 
an infant juft capable of digefting 
more fubftantial food than his mo¬ 
ther^ milk: my temper and fpirit 
is as free from all the workings of 
emulation or fecular ambition, and 
\ am equally difpofed to a ftate of 
dependance and obedience as a 
child newly weaned from the breaft. 

After my example let the whole 5 
Jfraelitijh nation learn to pitch their 
defies low as to worldly advan¬ 
tages: 
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Ssct. 99. tages: and that they may not be 
p, v--— ; difappointed, fix their foie hopes 
Psalm of confummate happinefs in the 
cxxxi. 1. divine favour, from this time for¬ 
ward throughout all ages. 


PSALM CXXXII. 

David’* character and merit pleaded for a bleffmg upon 
the temple at Jerufalern. His folemn engagement to 
build one, The ark removed thither . Promifes , to 

David, and his royal offspring of perpetually reigning: 
to Zion of various mercies and favours. A fotig of 
a / cents. The author probably Solomon; the occafion 
the introduction of the ark into the temple. 


Psalm 
txxxii. 1 


Psalm cxxxii. 1. 

Sect. 99. /~\ Thou who fheweft mercy 
V-/ unto thoufands of them that 
love thee, be pleafed by fignal and 
interrefting events in favour of his 
defeendants to exprefs thy kind re¬ 
membrance of David: his tefti- 
mony to the true religion; and 
exercifes of piety meeknefs and pa¬ 
tience correfpondent to thy laws, 
in the moil exalted Ration. 

2 How he gave the ftrongeft pofi- 
ti*/e aflurance of a folemn adjura¬ 
tion, that he would execute a defign 
he had formed in honour of the 
great Jehovah: and entered 
into a voluntary determinate en¬ 
gagement refpedting that moll puif- 
fant God, whom the houfe of 
Jacob truly worfhips. 

3, 4 and 5 Pioufiy declaring—In as much 
as it hath pleafed the ever-blefTed 
God to fettle me on a throne and 
enable me to build an houfe of 
cedar: let me never enjoy any hap¬ 
pinefs in thofe advantages, whereof 
I (hould indeed be unworthy, if I 

fix 


Psalm cxxxii. 1. 

L ORD, remem¬ 
ber David, and 
all his aiftiftions. 


2. How he fware 
unto the Lord, and 
vowed unto the 
mighty God of Ja¬ 
cob. 


3,4 and 5. Surely 
I will not come into 
the tabernacle of my 
houfe, nor go up 
into my bed : I will 
not give fleep to 
mine eyes, or {lum¬ 
ber to mine eye¬ 
lids; 
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lids ; Until I find out fix my rcfidence in the moveable Sect. 99.’ 
a place for the Loro, habitation of my new-built palace; 
an habitation for the C r afcend to the bedftead or couch Psalm| 
pni ghtyU<?</°fJacob, fpread with fplendid clothes for rne cxxx **' 3 a 

to reft on; if I allow mine eyes 4 ’ 5 * 
found fleep, or the leaft drowfinefs 
to mine eye-lids; before I have 
found out a proper place, which it 
has not at prefent, for the ark of 
the Lord to be ftationed in : a 
regular fixed abode for the fymbols 
of the prefence of lfraeVs Almigh¬ 
ty governour and protestor. 

6. Lo, we heard There was a prevailing report, 6 
of it at Ephrata: we that Sbilob y in the tribe of Ephraim 
found it in the f by virtue of an ancient prescription 
fields of the wood. was ffo}] t0 re tain the ark, and con¬ 
sequently the temple to ftand there: 
but now we have found by in¬ 
fallible tokens to the contrary, even 
by the diregion of an angel, that 
mount Zion was to be the place 
in the woods or forefty parts, where 
the temple is actually now eredfed. 

«. We will go in- Without the leaft fcruple as to 7 
lo his tabernacles: the propriety of the fituation, let 
we will worfhip at us therefore enter into the facrcd 
his foot-ftool. tabernacle; which David was fo 

anxious to provide for entertaining 
thefe awful emblems: with the 
humbleft reverence let us fall down 
before them as a kind of foot-ftool 
for the Almighty; take them up 
and carry them into the temple. 

8. Arife,OL ord, We further pray, O thon uni-* 

Into thy reft: thou verfal fovereign, that thou wilt be 
and the ark of thy gracioufly pleafed, as one who a- 
ftrength. rifeth 

f By fields of the wood, fome underftand the houfe of Ami- 
Tuxdah in the hill of Kirjatb-Jarim t fo called becaufe it was 
a city in a woody place, I Sam. vii. i. From whence David 
and all lfrael refolved folemnly to^tch the ark, and brought 
it to the houfe of Qhtd-Edem, ver. 13. 



*4* ^Paraphrased 

Sect. 99. rifeth to remove from the place he 
has fojourned in to his fettled habi- 
PsALM tation, to be introduced into this 
cxxxn. • houfe as thy perpetual refidence: 

thou in thy own moft glorious per- 
fon, and the ark whereby thou haft 
fo often wonderfully difplayed thy 
invincible ftrength thine immenfe 
Omnipotence. 

9 Let thy priefts who now in their 
peculiar habits bear it on their 
lhoulders and are to minifter daily 
in the fandtuary, as their nobleft 
ornaments be adorned with purity 
of manners; virtuous affe&ions, 
and upright lives: and let the Le - 
vitesy fingers, and all truly pious 
perfons ever have occafion to exult 
and triumph. 

10 And bow unworthy foever his 
fucceflbr may be, yet on account of 
thy faithful fervant David , and the 
promifes thou haft made him, deny 
not the humble petition which thy 
own anointed king offers up, nor 
ever reje£t his prayer. 

11 The Lord hath given as pofi- 
tive full affurance, as a moft folemn 
inviolable oath can do, to David 
by an abfolute promife which he 
will not recede from; faying, th? 
throne {hall be confirmed to thy 
family, and an heir fprung from 
thee afeend it afrer thee. 

lz If thine offspring will take care 
to perform the conditions of my 
covenant; and ftridtly obferve the 
laws of everlafting virtue that I 
fhall from time to time inftrudt 
them in; not only they but their 
defendants in a .perpetual fupcef- 
fion (hall po fiefs the crown of 
If rati* 


the 


9. Let thy priefts 
be clothed with righ- 
teoufnefs : and let 
thy faints {hout for 
joy. 


10. For thy fer¬ 
vant David's fake, 
turn not away the 
face of thine anoint¬ 
ed. 


11. The Lord 
hath fworn in truth 
unto David, he will 
rot turn from it; of 
the fruit of thy body 
will I fet upon thy 
throne. 


12. If thy chil¬ 
dren will keep my 
covenant and my 
teftimony that I (ha\l 
teach them ; their 
children alio ihall fit 
upon thy throne for 
evermore. 


For 



i ^„ For the Lord 
hath thofcn Zion : 
lie hath defired it 
iui’ his habitation. 


14. This it my 
reft for ever: here 
will I dwell, for I 
have defired it. 


Book of Psalm *. 

For the Lord in his choice hath Sect. 99^ 
given preference to the royal city 
Zion, or to the mountain contiguous Psalm 
to it; he hath exprefled a ftrongWtxii»i3» 
affe&ion or earneft defire that it 


(hould be the place of his fettled 
refidence. 


In exprefs terms declaring—here 
(hall the ark of my covenant for 
ever reft: I determine upon this 
peculiar fituation as my fixed dwell¬ 
ing; for it is perfe&ly fuitable for 
my purpofes and moft acceptable 
to me. 


15. I will abun- For the accommodation of her*5 
dandy blefs her 6 inhabitants I will greatly increase 
pfovifion : I will all kinds of the richeft provifion; 
iacisfy her poor with an< j afford more than is fufficient 
b reac *' of all real neceflaries to people in 

the loweft ftations and circum- 


ftances. 

16. I will alfo Farther, thofe employed in things 16 

clothe , her priefts facred (hall be entirely happy in 
with h falvation; and the enjoyment of all the blefiings 
her faints fl\all fhout m y g 00 d providence : and who- 
aloudiurjoy. ever are proper objects of my re¬ 

gard, or truly virtuous and holy 
fhall to that degree partake of it* 
as to have occafion to exprefs their 
joy and gratitude in triumphant 
fongs or the loudeft acclamations. 

17. There will I In the fame diftinguifhed place, *7 
make the horn of will I exalt above all Others the 
David to bud: I have royal houfe of David ; the dignity* 
ordained a 1 lamp power, and glory thereof fhall fhine 
for mine anointed. forth; and as a lamp that is kept 

continually burning, 1 have ap¬ 
pointed 


R Provifioti, the Heb. fignifies venifon or that which is 
taken in hunting. 

h Sahmtkw, fome interpret oblations or free-will-offerings, 
which had been vowed as exprelhons of thankfulness. 

1 Lamp, alluding to the ever-burning lamp of the temple, 
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Sect. 99. pointed in fucceffive order to regal 
authority an illuftrious perfonage of 
Psalm that line throughout all genera- 
icxxxu. 1 7. tions. 


18 His obftinate and implacable 
enemies will I reduce to a condi¬ 
tion of the moft fordid entire and 
defpicable meannefs: but his crown 
and kingdom, like a flower in the 
perfection of its vegetable beauty, 
fhall ever appear in a ft ate of the 
tnoft flourishing profperity. 


18. His enemies 
will I clothe with 
ftiame: but upon 
him felf fhall his 
crown flouriih. 


PSALM CXXXIII. 

The importance and advantage of prroailing brotherly 
kindnefs and unanimity , illvjlrated in two beautiful 
fimiles. A fong of afcents . The author fuppofed to 

be David. The occafion the union of Ifrael and Judah 
after Abfalomh rebellion. See 2 Sam. xix. 14. 


Psalm cxxxiii. 1. 

Sect. 99. T ET it never be forgotten, how 
-I—i reafonable in themfelves and 
Ps^ ’ m of what confequence to their hap- 
txxxm. r. pjnefs an union of good affections 
and mutual correfpondence of all 
kind offices are amongft thofe who 
happen to be connected or related 
as members of one and the fame 
family nation or profeflion. 

2 This mutual affe£tion, or un¬ 
feigned prevailing inclination to 
promote each others happinefs, for 
its excellence efficacy and the un- 
fpeakable pleafure it produces, may 
properly be compared to the coftly 
unctuous composition ufually pour¬ 
ed upon the head in confecration 
to the office of high-prieft, that 
diffufing its fragrance ran down 
upon the beard, even the beard of 

anointed 


Psalm cxxxiii. 1. 

B ehold, how 

good and how 
pleafant it is for 
brethren to dwell 
together in unity. 


2. It is like the 
precious ointment 
upon the head, that 
ran down upon the 
beard, even Aaron's 
beard, that went 
down to the flirts 
of his garments. 
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MS 


3 As the dew 
of t Hermon, and 
at the drw chat de¬ 
fended upon the 
mountains of Sionj 
for there the Lord 
cgmmanded the blef- 
fing, ms life for 
evermore. 


anointed Aaron', which defeended Sect. 99. 

to ihe collar of his garment, or 

neck of his ephod. ^ SAL . M 

]t truly refembles the numerous cxxxm - 2 » 
drops of refrefliing dew upon mount 3 » 

Hermon ; which faid dew falls in 
like plenty and to the fame efFe£t 
of fertility on the mountains of 
Zion: thus the greateft advantages 
arife froni unanimity and harttiony: 
for where thefe with all other vir¬ 
tuous qualities operate and abound, 
the great and good parent of all 
hath determined to (hew his hieheft 
rfcgard, even beftow everlafting 
happinefs. 


PSALM CXXXIV. SECT. C. 

The priejls exhorted to their pious labour of thankfgiving 
and prayer . The devout exhorter difmiffed with a 
blejfmg. A fong of afeents . 


Psalm cxxxiv. 1. Psalm cxxxiv. 1. 


B ehold, biefs 

the Lord, all 
je fervants of the 
Lord, which by 
night 1 ftand in the 
houfe of the Lord. 


2. Lift up your 
hands in the fanc- 
tuary; 



vours, and celebrate God’s praifes, Psalm 
all you who are appropriated to cxxxiv. 1. 
thefe facred fervices: who as your 
important charge conftantly wait 
upon the Lord, with the utmoft 
reverence to worfhip him in his 
tabernacle. 

As a token of inward purity and z 
fervent fincere piety, with clean up¬ 
lifted 


k Maundrel in his travels informs us that he had not only 
a diftant view of this mount, but that in the old village 
and good kane near which he lodged, he very fenfibly felt 
the dew of Hermon , their tents being as wet with it as if it had 
rained all night. See likewife Unwerf, Hijl. Vol. II. p.400. 

1 Eben Ezra obferves, that the high-prieil only fat in 
the temple, the reft ever ufed the pofturc of jlanding . 

Vol. IV. L 
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Psalm 
cxxxiv. 2. 


Sect.iOo. lifted hands offer your fupplications 
* in the fanfluary, and exprefs the 
higheft efteem and regard for the 
moft bountiful eternal Being. 

3 In return for thefe your thankful 
acknowledgments, may the Lord 
and maker of the univerfe, as 
ifTuing from his holy place, crown 
your homage there with his kind 
acceptance and all poilible hap- 
pinels. 


tuary ; and blefs the 
Lord. 


3. TheLoRDthat 
made heaven and 
earth, blefs thee ouc 
of Zion. 


PSALM CXXXV. 

Minifters of the fanftuary excited to offer up thank f 
givings and adorations . Thofe only due tributes for 

God's goodnefs and a reafonable delightful fervice . 
His particular favours to Ifrael. His fupreme great - 
nefs . lnflances of his matchlcfs power and providence • 
Aftonijhing events refpeoiing Egypt and other nations. 
His immutability and eternity . His jujlice , clemency , 
and mercy , his people's hope. Eminently diflinguijhid 
from idols. All orders of Israelites foliated to pay him 
homage. Title , Praife ye the Lord. 


Psalm CXXXV. I. Psalm cxxxv. 1. 


Sect.ioO. T7 XTOL him who liveth and 
-v— Ej reigneth for ever. Magnify 
Psalm the diftinguifhing titles of the only 
cxxxv. 1. true God: O all you who profefs 
to worfhip him, or are peculiarly 
devoted to his fervice, render the 
attributes of the felf-exiftent and 
independent Jehovah, mod 
illuftrious and glorious in the efteem 
of all men. 

a You whofe office or province it 
is to wait upon the Lord in the 
returning duties of his temple ho¬ 
mage: or who frequent the courts 
of this facred ftruflure withdefigns 
to offer up your humble and ardent 
fupplications. 

Raife 


P RAISE ye the 
Lord, praife ye 
the name of the 
Lord, praife him y 
O ye fervants of the 
Lord. 


2. Ve that ftand 
in the houfe of the 
Lord, in the courts 
of the houfe of our 
God. 
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3. Praife ye the Raife the fubjedt of Deity in the Sect. too 
Lord, for the Lord adoring view of the whole fpecies to 
is good; /ingpraifes the utmoft degree of grandeur and ^ SAtM 
unto his name for it fublimity; for the moft high God cxxxv * 3 - 
upleafant. j fi inexpreflibly liberal, even un¬ 

bounded in beneficence: difplay his 
eminent attributes in their genuine 
true luftre and magnificence, for 


nothing can afford the mind fo ex- 
quiftte a pleafure fo noble an 'im¬ 


provement. 

4. For the Lord His promifeuous univerfal fa- 4 
hath chofen Jacob vours richly merit univerfal grati- 
tinto himself, and tude; but the Lord who is good 
Ifrael for his pecu- t0 all bath conferred efpecial obli- 
liar treafare. gations on Jacob and his difeen- 

dants; in preference to all mankind 
befides he hath feleiffed them for 


himfelf, to retain his true name 
and preferve his pure homage: and 
the children of Ifrael y like the trea- 
fure of kings, to be the objects of 
his peculiar care and conftant pro- 
te&ion. 


5. For I know 
that the Lord is 
great, and that our 
Lord is above all 
gods. 


6.Whatfoever the 
Lord pleafed, that 
did he in heaven, 
and in earth, in the 



There is reafonable ground for 5 
his moft exalted praifes, for I am 
fully fatisfied, that the Lord is 
not only good and defirous to pro¬ 
mote happinefs, but perfect in all 
excellence: in every relpedt worthy 
of the higheft efteem and reverence: 
and that our grand fupport infi¬ 
nitely tranfeends in authority and 
glory all that are (tiled gods, 
pofiefs dominion or are regarded 
with veneration, whether in earth 
or heaven. 

His manifold works which he 6 
has done and is continually per¬ 
forming throughout the creation 
plainly declare this : for whatever 
in any pad periods from everlafting 
he was inclined to effect, he doubt* 

L 2 lefs 
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Psalm 
cxxxv. 6. 


SvEct. 100. lefs did inftamly efFcdt in the ce- 
1 leftial orbs, or on this earthly ball; 
amongft the vifible colle&ions of 
warers, and in the latent reTervoirs 
of them; or the general mixture 
and grand chaos of elements. 

7 Conformably to the laws of his 
mod efficacious providence, he 
caufeth the vapours which con- 
ftitute meteors clouds, &c. to arife 
from every quarter even from the 
utmoft extremities of this whole 
earth: he formeth and direfleth 
the exhalations of thunder and 
lightning fo as to accompany and 
precipitate the fhowers of rain, yet 
neither exhauft nor be extinguifhed 
by them : as out of repofitories, or 
ftore-houfes he iflues forth the 
wind, to execute his orders with 
its fanning breezes or moil furious 


blafts. 

8 And as to his providential favours 
to our ancedors in a moft opprefTed 
flare; to procure their deliverance, 
he inflidled the heavy calamity on 
Egypt, of giving a fatal ftroke in 
one night to all the firfl-born or 
choiceft and bed both of man and 
bead. 

9 He difpatched Mofes and Aaron 
to perform works, as credentials 
of their million, enough extraor¬ 
dinary to procure attention; which 
penetrated to the heart of thy king¬ 
dom, O Egypt', were fenfibly felt 
by the petrified Pharaoh , and fadly 
lamented by all his ruined fubje£t$ 
and vafTals. 

10 When they became ripe for de- 
flrudlion, he moreover laid wade 
populous countries, and finote with 
the edge of the fword monarchs, 

whofc 


the 


7. He caufeth the 
vapours to afeend 
from the ends of the 
earth, he maketh 
light’nings for the 
rain: he bringeth 
the wind out of hi* 
treafuries. 


8. Who finote the 
fir ft born of Egypt, 
both of man and 
beaft. 


9. Who (ent tokens 
and wonders into the 
midft of thee, O 
Egypt, upon Pha¬ 
raoh, and upon all 
his fervants. 


10. Who fmote 
great nations, and 
flew mighty kings. 
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11. Sibon king of 
the Amorites, and 
Og king of Balkan, 
and all the king¬ 
doms of Canaan. 


12. And gave their 
Jand for an heritage, 
an heritage unto 
Ifrael his people. 


whofe fuperior force compared toSrcT.igo. 
the children of Ifrael , might have 
promifed them victory: Psalm 

Particularly, Sibon a potent cxxxv * 1Qr » 
Amorite prince defeended from//am 1 lm 
and Canaan ; and Og-,the gigantick 
king of Bojhan , who oppofed the 
lfraelite ?s entrance into the pro¬ 
mifed land; and all that poflefled 
territory or claimed dominion in 
the land of Canaan . 

The Lor d of the whole earth * 2 
gave his people Ifrael , this forfeited 
pleafant and fertile country to de¬ 
scend as a rich and noble inherit- 


t 3, Thy name, O 
L 0 ' >, enduretb for 
ever, and thy me- 
muiial, O Lord, 
throughout all gene¬ 
rations. 


ance to their pofterity, from gene¬ 
ration to generation. . 

Thine eminent diftin£lion,Inde- *3 
pendant and eternal Deity, above 
all riv.il falfe gods ftands unalter¬ 
ably eftabliftied; and the glorious 
events which difplay the fuprcmacy 
of thy wifdom, power, and good- 
nefs, will in proper memorials be 
tranfmitted through all ages to the 


lateft pofterity. 

14. For the Lord For though the Lord may 14 
will 171 judge his fometimes fee occafion to correct, 
people, and he will and for their fins does fuffer their 
repent himfelf con- enemies to diftrefs them; yet when 
cerning his fervants. his people truly repent he will 

avenge them of their adverfaries : 
and change the courfe of his difpen- 
fations refpe£ling his fervants; 
abate their punilhment, or make 
their forrows and troubles wholly 
to ceafe. 


/ 




m fignifics not only to judge or give ihileme ; but to 
contend in courts of judicature: and likewife to fland by or 
defend as an advocate: to patronize or take one's part, bee 
(Sen. XXX. 6 . Dent . xxxii. 36. Pfahn cxl. 12. 
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A Paraphrase on tie 


As to heathen idols they cannot *5' The of 
fupport their moft unrcferved vota- the heathen arek\vtv 
Psalm ries; for they are abfolutely defti- and gold, the work 
cxxxv. !J. tute of all ability . fenfe> life> ot of raeo s hands. 

felf-motion: being only metal, 
gold, or filver, in the fafhion that 
men’s art and hands have given 


them. 

t6 They are only inanimate repre¬ 
sentations or meer livelefc images; 
having the form of human mouths 
but never uttering the leaft arti¬ 
culate found ; the fimilitude of eyes 


16. They have 
mouths, but they 
fpeaknot; eyes have 
they, but they fee 
cot. 


but not diftinguifhing betwixt the 
moft different fenfible objedls. 

J 7 They have indeed the appear¬ 
ance of ears, but they cannot hear 
fo as to be informed of the wants of 
their votaries: and though they 
have nofes, yet no breath of life 


17. They have 
ears, but they hear 
not; neither is there 
any breath in their 
mouths. 


paffes through them; or they have 
no fenfation of fmell in theirnoftrils. 


18 They who are fo deluded as, 18. They that 
departing from the living and true niake them are like 

God, to contrive and faihion unt0 ^ em: f° 
them for objeds of woHhip, (hall ev ^ry one that truft- 

fome time as to any fatisfa&ion or eC 1U 1 em ‘ 
advantage ofexiftence be like them: 
and whoever is fo abfurd as to troft 


in them will certainly be difap- 
pointed, for they cannot afford any * 
degree, of help and happinefs. 

19 Detefting all thefe religious iQ.BIefstheLoRD, 
fooleries and dotages, dire£f your ^ houfe of Ifrael: 
homage, O ye pofterity of the ^lefs the Lord, O 
truly pious and upright Jacob, to ^ufe of Aaron, 
its foie fupreme object the felf- 
exiftent Deity; O ye fucceffors of 
the high-prieft Aaron , as your pe¬ 
culiar province, diftinguifh with 
the moft exalted praifes the moft 

high God. 
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jn. BlcfathfLoRD, In elevated ftrains, O ye facred Sect.ioo* 
O liouf*ofievi;ye defcendan ts from the patriarch Lcvi> 
chut fear the Lord, magnify the unrivalled and eternal Psalm 
bieiiiheX-oRD. Jehovah: whatever be your CXXXY> 20. 

tribe or family, connexion or re¬ 
lation, order or rank, all you who 
profefs true religion and are under 
the influence of its precepts, join in 
celebrating the common Lord of 
the whole creation. 

21. Blefled be the Out of the tabernacle on mount 21 
Lord out of Zion, Sion , with the utmeft folemnity let 
which dwelleth at adorations and thankfgivings con- 
Jerufalem. Praife ye flan tly afeend to God’s honour; 
the Lord. who though he fills all places, by 

the fymbols of his prefence .there 
hath fhewed a peculiar regard to 
Jerujalem. Let the Infinite Ma- 
jefty be addrefled with acknow¬ 
ledgments of his moft illuftrious 
character and boundlefs excellence. 


"PSALM CXXXVL SECT. CL 

Divine goodnefs and beneficence difplayed in his works a 
noble incentive to admire and adore him . Particularly , 
in the creation , and in providential favours to the 
Israelites. 


Psalm cxxxvi. 1. 


O Give thanks 
unto the Lord, 
for he is good : for 
his mercy endureth 
for ever. 


Psalm cxxxvi. r. 

O You conftant beneficiaries ofSEcr.ioi. 

heaven and providence, con- v—— 1 

fefs your obligations with truly Psalm 
grateful hearts; for an inexpreflible CXXXVJ * 1 * 
goodnefs attends the various dis¬ 
plays of divine power arid wifdom ; 
and his difinterefted unmerited 
beneficence is permanent and 
eternal. 

L 4 On 


n The title of this pfalm as well as feveral others is fup- 
pofed to be hallelujah , which ought to have been placed ac 
the head of it ; but through the fault of fome haity trau- 
feriber happens to be t\re Jaft claufe of the foregoing one* 



i 5 2 


A Paraphrase on the 


Sect.ioi. On no account ever be wanting 
to exprefs the fincereft thankfulnefs 
Psalm and fh e profoundeft reverence for 
cxxxvi. 2. t h e on jy one independent and fu- 

preme Deity: who prefides abfo- 
lutcly over all that are called gods, 
whether in earth or heaven; for 
his clemency and mercy, like him- 
felf are Infinite and Unchangeable. 

3 Freely recognize your peculiar 
extreme happinefs in relying upon 
the grand balls and unfliaken fup- 
port of the univerfe, whereon all 
fubordinate ones are neceflarily de¬ 
pendent: for to confide in him is 
to reft upon the alone center of all 
perfe&ion and benevolence. 

4 Direft your higheft homage to 
him who is fupremely excellent: 
the effects of whofe Omnipotence 
are important, aftonifhing, and im¬ 
practicable by any other agency : 
for all his operations are equally 
inftances of the immenfity of his 
power and of his loving-kind- 
nefs. 

5 To his eternal honour who with 
a confummate wifdom, contrived 
fafhioned and adjufted the ftarry 
orbs and pfanetary fyftem in the 
exalted heavens: for there is a moft 
orderly difpofition and certain uni¬ 
form dire&ion of goodnefs to hap¬ 
pinefs running through all his works. 

6 To his univerfal praife who hath 
extended far and wide the furface 
of the earth above tpe waters, which 
are fpecifically lighter: and in thus 
conftituting it a fuitable fixed habi¬ 
tation for mankind, as likewifc for 
the cattle upon a thoufimd hills, 
hath exprefled an amazing good¬ 
will and mercy. 


2. O give thanks 
unto the God of 
gods; for his mercy 
enduretb for ever. 


3 . O give thanks 
to the Lord of lords: 
for his mercy endu- 
retb for ever. 


4. To him who 
alone doeth great 
wonders: for his 
mercy enduretb for 
ever. 


5. To him that 
by wifdom made 
the heaven*: for his 
mercy enduretb for 
ever. 


6. To him that 
ftretched out the 
earth above the 
waters: for his mer¬ 
cy enduretb for ever, 


To 



8. The fun to rule 
by day: for his 
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7 . To him that To his unfpeakable dignity Sect. 101, 
made great lights: and glory, who freely imparted 
tor his mercy endu* t0 the two great lights of heaven Psalm 
mb for ever. their being, ftations, and all their cxxxvi * 7 : 

influences: for his favour and boun¬ 
ty every where fhine with an undi- 
minifhed Iuftre. 

Namely, the fplendid fun to pre -1 
fide over and accommodate the 
mercy endurtth for day-time with all convenient light 

evcr# and heat: for in this illuftrious 

benefit to the whole fyftem appears 
the maker’s infinite liberality. 

9. The moon and The filver moon and glittering 9 

liars to rule by night: ft ars to follow in their courfes, and 
for his mercy endu* as j t W ere govern and dire& the 
retb for ever. affairs of night otherwife devoted 

to gloomy darknefs: for there is a 
regular continuation or perpetual 
fucceflion of divine bleflings. 

10. To him that To his eternal exaltation on ac- 10 
{mote Egypt in their count both of his general laws of 
fuft-born: for his kj n dnefs, and of his particular re- 
mercy endureth for g ar j tQ children of IfraeJ> in 

releafing them from Egyptian bon¬ 
dage; by a decifive ftroke, after a 
ferics of dreadful miracles, in the 
death of all tbeir firft-born. For 
his extraordinary benignity is con- 
ffant and lafling. 

And effectually afTerting their n 
liberty by removing the Ifraelites 
out of that country to a different 
one: for his affedlion and bene¬ 
volence are certain and eternal. 

With an undoubted almighty tz 
power, and a moft confpicuous re- 
folute exertion of it, by means of 
that ten fold vengeance to deliver 
his fervants and chaftife their ene¬ 
mies: for his tender companions 
are flcdfaff and immutable. 


ever. 


11. And brought 
out Ifrael from a- 
mong them : for his 
mercy endureth for 
ever. 

12. With a flroijg 
hand* and with a 
llretched out arm : 
for his mercy endu • 
rrtb for ever. 


Raife 



154 A Paraphrase 

Sect.ioi. Raife lafiing memorials to his 

* honour, who as it were cutting 
Psalm them afunder, feparated into two 
cxxxvi.13. divifions the waters of the Red-fea, 
to provide a wonderous way for his 
people’s pafTage: neither can there 
be any poflible emergencies that 
his power, wifdom, and goodnefs 
are not prepared for. 

14 And as on dry ground conduced 
the Ifraelites through the midft of 
the waves, ftanding in heaps on 
each fide like walls: for ail elements 
are alike fubje£t to him, and at 
pleafure made the inftruments of 
his judment or mercy. 

15 Whereas, he violently agitated 
and demerfed or drowned hardened 
Pharaoh with his precipitate army 
in the returning torrents of the 
Red-fea: for there are prodigies in 
his government to defend the help- 
lefs and chaftife tyrants, which 
ought ever to be commemorated. 

16 Acknowledge to his endlefs 
praife, that it was the fame great 
and good Being, who by a cloud 
in the day and a pillar of fire by 
night prote&ed and guided his 
people’s travels, through all the 
otherwife unfurmountable difficul¬ 
ties of a moft unfettled pilgrimage 
in a banen defert; for no obfcurity 
of places excludes the wonderful 
difplays of his univerfal providence. 

17 Relate the glorious fa< 5 fs with un¬ 
feigned homage to him, who de¬ 
cided the fare of arms in our fa¬ 
vour, againft feveral potentates who 
greatly exceeded us in ftrength and 

numbers: 


on the 

13. To him which 

divided the Red-fea 
into parts: for hit 
mercy enduretb for 
ever. 


14. And made 
Ifrael to pafs thro 1 
the midft of it: for 
his mercy endureth 
for ever. 


15. But 0 overthrew 
Pharaoh and his hoft 
in the Red-fea : for 
his mercy endureth 
for ever. 


16. To him which 
led his people thro' 
the wildernefs : for 
his mercy endureth 
for ever. 


17. To him which 
fmote greac kings: 
for his mercy evdu¬ 
re th for ever. 


0 Overthrew, Mudge renders Jhccl off, they fell into the 
fea like a fwarm of locufts. 



,3. And flew fa¬ 
mous kings : for his 
mercy endureth for 
ever. 


19* Sihon king of 
the Amorites: for 
his mercy endureth 
for ever. 


?o. And Og the 
king of Balhan: for 
his mercy enduretb 
for ever. 


21. And gave their 
land for an heritage : 
for his mercy endu- 
reth for ever. 


Z 2. E<vcn an heri¬ 
tage unto Jfrael his 
fervant: for his mer¬ 
cy endureth for ever. 


23. Who remem- 
bied us in our 
low eftate: for his 
mercy endureth for 
per. 
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numbers: for he can never beSECT.jor,' 

Otherwife than the greateft and beft 

of all Beings. Psalm 

And mortally wounded rulers 0 f cxxxv ** , 7 » 
large dominions who could boaft a ^ 
long train of royal anceftors and 
fignal fuccelTes: for no bounds can 
be fixed to his Omnipotence and 
benevolence. 

Particularly, SiJjon their fove-19 
reign at the head of a formidable 
army of moft fierce Amorites , for 
as his ftrength is invincible, his 
favour may be depended on as 
cverlafting to them that fear him. 

Og 9 likewife the gigantick king 20 
of fertile Bajhan y with the lofty 
troops he commanded: for not the 
afpe<ft or ftature of men, but their 
virtire and piety engage his regard 
and eternal mercy. 

And appointed them immedia- 2 * 
tely to fucceed to and perpetually 
poflefs their rich and pleafant coun¬ 
try: for the greateft oppofition is 
unavailing where an all powerful 
and moft bountiful Lord God 
cnlures the ifTue. 

By fuch a tenure were they 22 
hereafter to belong to his fervants 
the defendants of Jfrael 9 that they 
could never be alienated ; no other 
people have property in or lay 
claim to them: for except the title 
is forfeited the performance of his 
promifes is both certain and exceeds 
our highejft expectations: and un- 
lefs his favours are perverted they 
are never revoked. 

Who, when we have tlefervcd 2 4 
chaftifement, and our feeble hands 
have hung down, or the fituatiou 
of our affairs has beep greatly d if- 

tidied 




A Paraphrase on the 


Sect.ioi. treflcd: upon our repentance hath 
fignally* declared that he remem- 
Psalm ^ered for our benefit the excellence 
cxxxvi.23. Q f Qur ance ft ors> an( i his g ran t s to 

them : for judgment is his ftrange 
work, but mercy his darling at¬ 
tribute. 

24 And however ftrong the arm or 
heavy the yoke of our enemies, 
with a fudden violence, hath early 
fluttered them, and with an high 
hand refcued us: for his Omnipo¬ 
tence ii not only adequate, but his 
goodnefs inclines him to vanquifh 
all oppofition to his people’s Secu¬ 
rity and happinefs. 

25 Neither is it exclusively of others 
that his kind providence appears 
concerned for our nation \ but hie 
conftant fupplies of neceflary fufte- 
nance are extended to all mankind; 
and indeed to the whole animal 
creation: for his kindnefs and 
bounty are commenfurate to the 
moft enlarged defires, and truly 
exhau (lie fs. 

26 In their proportion let the whole 
creation bring in tribute to his 
glory, who originally formed and 
(till governs thofe exalted heavens, 
whole influences of light and 
warmth rains and dews are all in 
common : for he is good to all and 
hfs tender mercies are over all 
his works. 


* 


24. And hath re¬ 
deemed us from our 
enemies: for his 
mercy endureth for 
ever. 


25. Who giveth 
food to all flelh : for 
his mercy endureth 
for ever. 


26.0 give thanks 
unto the God of 
heaven: for his mer¬ 
cy endureth for ever. 


PSALM 
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PSALM CXXXVII. SECT. CIL 


lews mourning the lofs of Zion on the banks of the rivers 
^Chaldea. Their captivity and mifery infulted. Their 
Jolemn vows of patriotifm. Imprecation or prediction 
refpetting Edom and Babylon. 


Psalm cxxxvii. i. 
» 


B Y the rivers of 
Babylon, there 
we fat down, yea, 
we wept, when we 
remembered Zion. 


2. We hanged our 
harps upon the wil¬ 
lows, in the midft 
thereof. 


3. For there they 
that carried us away 
captive, required of 
us a fong; and they 
that wafted us re¬ 
quired of us mirth, 
faying, fing us one 
of thefongs of Zion, 


4, How (hall we 
fing the Lord’s fong 
in a llrangc land. 


Psalm cxxxvii. 1. 

I N the marfhy land on the banksS ect.ioz: 

of the rivers of Babylon , whither 
we alas! unhappy people were P SA ^ 
carried captive for our manifold CXXXV11, 
tranfgreflions; there at a diftance 
from our vines and fig-trees, we 
fat down penfive and thoughtful; 
indeed melancholy and foi rowful, 
the tears fpringing up in our eyes 
when we recollected our former 
happinefs in our folemn meetings 
for publick worfliip, now no more, 
in the temple at ferufalem . 

We fufpended, as utterly un- 2 
fuitable to our prefent circum- 
ftances all expreflions of mirth or 
pleafure; and hanged our harps as 
ufelefs and difagreeable on the in- 
terweaved green willows growing 
by the river's fide that runs through 
the midft of Babylon . 

For in that ftate of ruin and $ 
captivity, they who had reduced 
us to it, infulting our mifery afked 
us to give them the harmonious, 
words-of a pleafant fong: and fhevv, 
in the room of howling and lament¬ 
ing, fome tokensof mirth and gaiety: 
faying, divert us with one or other 
of thofe mufical entertainments, 
which you ufed to perform in your 
facred feftivals on mount Zion . 

Why fhould they expert us, or + 
how can we attempt to tune our 

harps 



A Pa r ap k r as t on tbit 


Sect. 102. harps and voices in compofitions 
drawn up to the honour of the true. 

Psalm j n a coun t r y where only falfe gods 
cxxxvu. 4. are worfhipped $ and cuftoms and 
manners quite foreign and uncouth 
to us deftitute exiles univerfally 
pra£lifed. 

5 The purpofe and language of 5. Iff forget thee, 
every ljraelite furely is what I now O Jerufalem, let my 
declare —If ever I (hew fo much right hand forget tof 
difregard to the facred worfhip ******£• 
once performed within thy walls, 

O Jerufalem y as to employ my 
right hand in playing on inftru- 
ments,togive occafion of ridiculing 
our holy rite9 to heathen idolaters; 
from that moment let my right 
hand be diverted of all power to 
play. 

5 Andifldonot ufe my tongue 6 If I do not re- 
to exprefs the higheft efteem for member thee, let my 
thee as worthy of the mod fclemn tongue cleave to the 
memorials, let my tongue adhere r0 °f m y niouth; if 
fo clofely to the roof of my mouth } P re f er not J er “C a * 
that I can never utter another note: a ^ ove m y 

if I give not the preference to Jeru- 
faleniy and truly extol that blefled 
k place, now defolate but in time to 

be reftored, above every other fub- 


je£t that can be fung or rejoiced in. 
y With a juft difpleafure at their 
favage tempers remember, O eter¬ 
nal God, the behaviour of our 
neighbours the Edomites in the fad 
and difmal day of Jcrafaletn s vifi- 
tation; who openly excited our 
conquering enemies, of themfelves 


7. Remember, O 
Lord, the children 
of Edom, in the day 
of Jerufalem ; who 
laid, Rafe it, rafe 
it, even to the foun¬ 
dation thereof. 


enough inclined, to perfe£l our 
deftrudtion: faying, totally demo- 
lifh ; tear up even its foundation, 
g And, O city Babylon , thou now 8. O daughter of 
triumpheft and we are in a ftate of Babylon, who art to 
miferable fubje&ionj but the fcene bedeftroyed: happy 

(hall J haU 
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Jf?all h be that re- (hall change; fiege (hall be laid to Sect. 102. 
wardech thee, as thee, and thou fhalt be Tacked or ft 

thou haft ferved us. taken by ftorm: the Mede or Per - Psalm 

fan will do right, who fhall f u lj y cxxxvii. 8. 
retaliate upon thee the evils and 
calamities, which thou haft been 
the inftrument in returning up- 


9. Happy Jhall he 
he that taketh and P 
daiheth thy little 
ones againft the 
ftones. 


on us. 

He will only requite thy unpre- 9 ; 
cedented moft enormous barba¬ 
rities, who wrefteth thy infants 
from the breads, and dafheth them 
in pieces againft the ragged rock. 


PSALM CXXXVIII. 

Some particular deliverance celebrated . *the divine author 
worthy to be univerfally praifed, Exprejfons of an 
entire confidence in him . A pfalm of David. 


Psalm cxxxviii. 1. 


Psalm cxxxviii. r. 


I Will praife thee 
with my whole 
heart, before the 
gods, will I fing 
praife unto thee. 


2. I will worftiip 
towards thy holy 
temple, and praife 
thy name, for thy 
loving kindnefs, and 
for thy truth; for 
thou haft magnified 
thy word above all 
thy name. 


CXXXVIII. I 


ft 


I Will recognize thy benefits and Sect.io2<? 

celebrate thy praifes with the t-— 
utmoft exertions of every rational P 3A ^ 
faculty and affection thou haft en-~~™ *’ ' 
dued me with: in prefence of the 
greateft lords of this World, and 
even as vielng with angels, wilt 1 
fing how great and how good are 
all thy ways. 

I will bow low in token of the a 
profoundeft reverence, looking fted- 
faftly towards that facred taber¬ 
nacle, where the ark is placed ; 
and warmed with the jufteft fenti- 
ments of devotion and gratitude 
proclaim thy perfections and pro¬ 
vidence ; even thine inexpref- 

fible 


r Aben-Ezra reports, that this inhumanity was praftifed 
by the Babylonians upon the children of the Jevcs: and the 
prophet Ijaiah foretels che like fare to theirs. Chap. xlii. 
16, 18. conf. Hof. x. 14, 

$ God i, Tome interpret angels and as vying with them. 
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Sect. 102. fible benignity in thy promifes and 
facred inviolable truth and faithful- 
nefs in performing them: in both 
tfiefe I have experienced that thou 
infinitely exceeds every thing re¬ 
corded of thy titles, or that has 
been believed in the world of thy 
moft glorious attributes. 

3 For at whatever calamitous un¬ 
happy time I have raifed from an 
extremity of danger the loudeft 
outcries for immediate fuccour; 
thou haft attended and aCted fuit- 
ably to my circumftances: and in- 
fpired me with ardour and magna¬ 
nimity fufficient to furmount the 
greateft difficulties. 

4 Not only Ifrael’s king, but all 
the moft iliuftrious potentates of 
this extenfive earth, (hall to thine 
honour, moft high God, make 
publick profeflions of the true re¬ 
ligion : when the important in¬ 
telligence of the accomplifhrftent 
of thy defigns and the due praifes 
given thee, reach their ears. 

5 Yea, like the lfraelites three 
times a year, they fhall fing pfalms 
in their journies to the houfe of 
the Lord at Jerufnlem: for un¬ 
rivalled are the peife&ions of the 
Ever-blellcd God, and ineftimably 
excellent the privileges of worfhip- 
ping and ferving him. 

6 The Maker and Governour of 
all things is doubtlefs infinitely ex¬ 
alted in dominion and perfection; 
yet hath he frequently condefcend- 
ed moft affectionately to regard the 

humble 


3. In the day 
When I cried, thou 
anfweredfl me : and 
firengthen edit me 
with ftrength in my 
foul. 


4. All the kings 
of the earth fhall 
praife thee, O Lord, 
when they hear the 
words of thy mouth. 


5. Yea, they (halt 
fing in the ways of 
the Lord : for great 
is the glory of the 
Lord. 


6. r Though the 
Lord be high, yet 
hath he refpefl unto 
the lowly: but the 
proud he knoweth 
afar off. 


r Mudge interprets, this the kings continue to fing, “ He 
Ci feeth the lowly and the haughty, and diftinguifiieth them 
** at the diftance, at which he fits exalted.” 
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humble and lowly, the reduced Sect. 103. 
snd indigent: whereas the haughty 
and difdainful the imperious and P aALI ^ 
tyrannical, he diftinguifhes at the cxxxv *ik 
greateft diftance as objects of his^* 
averfion and abhorrence. 


7. Though I walk My experience as to the paft 7 
in the midft of encourages my future hopes, that 
trouble, thou wilt whatever afflictions and calamities 


revive me, thou fhalt 
ftretch forth thine 
hand againft the 
wrath of mine ene¬ 
mies, and thy right 
hand fhall fave me. 


fhall befal me, and even if they fur- 
round thou wilt extricate and re- 
ftore me to happinefs: thy power 
fhall be exerted to reftrain the molt 
violent indignation of mine ene¬ 
mies ; and the utmoft Energy of 


thy matchlefs Omnipotence for my 


8 . The Lord will 
* perfect that <ivbich 
concerneth me: thy 
mercy, O Lord, 
endureth for ever: 
t forfake not the 
works of thine own 
hands. 


recovery and fafety. 

Whatever otherwife infuperable 8 
difficulties may lie in the way, the 
Almighty and Eternal Deity, will 
complete what he has vifibly begun, 
or fully accomplifh his promifesi 
refpe&ing my profperity: thy bene¬ 
ficence, unchangeable God, is not 
uncertain and tranfient but fiedfaft 


and perpetual: be pleafed not to 
be remifs towards, but perfift to 
finifh that important enterprize 
thpu haft engaged in. 


? Some read, bDJ' will make returns for will per¬ 

fect or complete . 

' Forfake vot y Sec. literally, loofen not from the work of 
thine hands, what is bound fait as with a girdle. 


V 01.. IV, 


M 
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^Paraphrase on the 


16z 


PSALM CXXXIX. SECT. CIII. 


Man's thoughts and ways all obvious to the divine Omni - 
fcience. His Omniprefence itnpojftblc to be cfcapedfrom 
or evaded. The human competition mofl curious and 
wonderful. Innumerable the difplays of providence . 
Enquiry concerning the dejlruttion of the wicked . 
Appeal for his Jincerity to the trial of an All-knowing 
God. A pfalm of David, direfted to the mujick - 
majicr . 


Psalm cxxxix. r. 


Psalm cxxxix. i. 


Sect. 103. T> Y palling me through the 
X) greafcft div^rfity of circum- 
Psalm ft ances> feemingly in order to a 
cxxxix. 1. difpovery. Eternal and unerring 
God, thou haft examined what¬ 
ever is in me with perfect accu¬ 
racy; and art intimately acquaint¬ 
ed both with all the good and evil, 
which I am capable of, or any 
way accountable for. 

2 In thine intelligent Omniprefence 
thou haft a certain and intuitive 
knowledge of the minuteft circum- 
llances of my life and character; 
and whether I fit down in order to 
private reft, or rife up for publick 
a&ion thou art attentive to it: not 
only what is tranfadled and mani- 
feft in deeds, but from the greateft 
fuppofable diftance of thine hea¬ 
venly manfion thou weighed the 
contriving mind, pondered the 
devifing thought. 

3 Thou meafureft the courfe in 
which I dire<ft my fteps, and takeft 
the exadl dimenfions of the couch 
or bed, whereon I repofe myfelf: 
even as tracing or following in the 
fame foot-fteps thou art an infal¬ 
lible fpe&ator of all my ways, de¬ 
ficits and proceedings. 


O Lord, thou 
haft fearched 
me, and known me. 


2. Thou knowell 
my down-fitting, 
and mine up-rifing, 
thou underftandeft 
my thought afar off. 


3. Thou com- 
pafleft my path, and 
my lying down, and 
art acquainted ^cith 
all my ways. 


For 
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4 ‘ For there is 
roc a word in tny 
unique, ^ lo> O 
1 - ct k Dj rbooknowcft 
n ^together. 


5 Thou hnfl befet 
me behind and be¬ 
fore, and laid thine 
hand upon me. 


6 Sinl' knowledge 

ij 

is too wonderful for 
me; it is high, I 
cannot attain u mo i t. 


7. Whither fhall 
I go from thy fpirit ? 
Or whither (hall I 
lice from thy pre¬ 
fence ? ■ 


8. If I afeend up 
into w heaven, thou 

art 


For how indifferent foever it Sect. 103. 
may be reckoned or often unthink- it J 

ingly exprefled, there is not a word ^ SALM 
of common talk in my tongue, but cxxxlx * 4 * 
it may be noted, Infinite God, 
that to all purpofes thou knoweft 
every thing concerning it. 

As inclofing with the ftrongeft 5 
fence, or fealing up in a bag for 
perfedt fccurity, thou haft on all 
Tides furrounded me with thy pre- 
fence: and haft fuch an abfolute 
afcendency over that thou canft 
any time inftantly feize, and wholly 
difpofe of me at pleafure. 

Xo refift or avoid a perfection 6 
of knowledge that is fo adequate 
to every objedt and all compre¬ 
hending, muft be arduous indeed 
impradiicable by any (kill or power 
of mine: as an impregnable fortrefs 
or inacceflible rock, it is quite 
beyond the utmoft reach of my 
limited ken, or any attainment of 
a finite underftanding: I cannot 
cope or deal with nor by any means 
hide from it. 

Whither fhall I go, I can go 7 
no whither, fo remote as to get at 
a diftarice from thy moft fubtiie 
and all-penetrating fpirit? Or whi¬ 
ther fhall I run acrofs to efcape 
from thine afpedt which turns every 
way, from thy prefence which per¬ 
ceives on all Tides. 

If leaving the middle fpace of $ 
lower furface of this habitable earth, 

M2 I fhall 


a Literally, the word is not in my tongue, lo thou knoweft, 
i c. Thou knowell the whole jnaiter of what I am going 
to lay before the word is come uppn my tongue. 

w The univerfe, as Peters has ohferveu was divided by 
the ancient Hebrews into the upper, find the lower, the vifible 
and invifiblc hcmifpheres. Th«-one called C’Di? ftiamaim. 
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Sect. 103 .1 (ball afcend fo high as that heaven 
which is ftiled the habitation of 
Psalm Almighty God, and his holy 
exxxix. 8. an g e l s j there thou (hinefl with a 
peculiar eminence and ineffable 
glofy: if l make my bed for a 
lifting reft fo low as the invifible 
region of departed fpicits, behold 
if thou ait not eafily pointed out in 
thofe dreary abodes, 
g if in order to fupport the moft 
expeditious flight, I could take up 
the expanded rays of a rifing fun 
or morning dawn} and with the 
rapidity of light itfelf from the ex¬ 
tremities of the eaftern hemifphere, 
inftantaneoufly arrive at the fartheft 
weft. 

Even in that particular direction 
or fituation the hand of thy provi¬ 
dence fhal! conduit me; and thine 

exerted 


art there: if I make 
my bed in hell, be¬ 
hold, thOu art there . 


9. If I take the * 
wings of the morn¬ 
ing and dwell in the 
uttermoft parts of 
the fea. 


to. Even there 
ihall thy hand lead 
me, and thy right 
hand fhall hold me. 


or heaven: the other blNti' or JheoU which vve have no 
Englijb word to exprefs. Again , heaven was confidered by 
them as the habitation of God and his holy angels; Jheol as 
the region of departed fouls; and the furface of the earth, 
lying in the middle betwixt both, as the habitation of the 
fons of men during their fhort continuance in this life. He 
adds, as little philofophical as this may feem, the divifion 
is fimple and natural, and we are not concerned with it in 
a philosophical but a theological view; asitlhews the belief 
of the ancients under the Old 7 eft'ament, that the foul fubfifis 
after death in a certain place or ltate. Crit. Dijf. p. 318,3 19. 

x Wings of the mornings fome render wings of an eagle. 
But how poor and low, as an ingenious author has it, is this 
expreflion compared with the bold and fignificant terms cf 
the Hebrew text! Experimental philosophy allures us, that 
the motion of light exceeds that of a cannon ball, when it 
frft ifl'ues out of the mouth of the cannon by many thoufand 
degrees. The ancient heathens uled to aflign to the chariot 
of the goddefs Aurora , as well as to that of the fun a ringed 
horfes: which conveyed a notion not unlike to the bold cx- 
prelhon of the pfalmift. Wings are moreover given to winds, 
to the night, to death, and by the prophet to the fun of righ- 
teoufnefs. Vid Horn. 11 . 13 . 49. EfcbyL in Prometb. 1 *. 88. 
Heinf Exerc. in Matt . ix. Mat, iv, 2. 
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exerted Omnipotence fallen upon Sect 
to hold me fteady. <— 

it If I fay, fure- If I think with myfcK, furely Psa 
lv the darknefs ihall the darknefs involves and conceals cxxxl 
< over me, even the a ]{ things from human view, per- ll * 
night (hall be light haps it fliall Iikewife preclude the 
tbout me. divine infpe&ion; even the utmofl: 

obfeurity of night (hall as to the 
latter rdernbie a furrounding illu¬ 
mination, or the cleared light of 
perfect day. 

12. Yea, the dark- Datknefs itfelf as to the feafon 13 
nefs hideth not from of my thoughts and actions .is no 
thee: but the night darknefs at all as to thy knowing 
jhincth as rhe day: them: but the night enlighteneth 
the darknefs and the a |] f cctlts tranfatted in it the mmc 


light are both alike thine obfervatioo as the da v : as 


to thee. 


js the darknefs fo is the light, there 
is not the lead difference in point 


13. For thou haft 
y pofl'efled my reins: 
thou haft covered 
me in my mother’s 
womb. 


14; I will praife 
thee, for I am fear¬ 
fully and wonder¬ 
fully made; marvel¬ 
lous are thy works, 
and that iny foul 
knoweth right well. 


of privacy or opennefs to. thine ajl- 
pervading view. 

Nor is this attribute of thine in J 3 
any degree furpafling the bounds 
pf predibility 9 for iny rejns, ,tbe 
moll fee ret receives of mv con ft i- 
tution are thy property and, poffef- 
fion, and therefore abfolutely in 
thy power and always under thine 
immediate furvey; thou halt 
covered fo as to preferve and defend 
me in my mother’s womb. 

I will celebrate thy praifes on l 4 
account of my formation, in as 
much as I am contrived and pro¬ 
ducer) in a manner that naturally 
excites a tremendous reverence lor 
and real aftonifhmcnt at the power 
and wifdom of the divine author: 
full of wonder are thy works, and 
, M 3 ' my 


y Poffe/s, i" 13 p fjgnifics to moke create and hegr.t , as web 
as to pafleft. Cm. xiv. icj, and 22. and Z.eeh. xiii 5. and 
may be rendtred thoi>-haft or curated* . 
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SECT.103 my foul in particular is a living in- 
^- 1 fiance, an inconteftable evidence 

Psalm an( j ^ conftant fincere admirer of 
cxxxix.14. them> 

15 My fuperior advantages and all 1 5. My fubllance 
that ftrength and vigour there is in was not hid from 
me were not concealed, or unknown thee, when I was 
to thee, when I was defigned and mac ^ c . i n fecret; and 
fafhioned in fuch fecrecy where no ? curioufly wroug t 

other eye could fee me; and m , ‘ he ]ow f P arts 
... , ] , . .of the earth, 

like the working or weaving 

in the loom, the feveral parts 
of my body exa£Hy formed and 
moft artificially adjufted, as me¬ 
tals are in the common mother 
earth’s caverns, in my mother’s 
womb. 

16 Thy providence was regardful Thine eyes 

of me in my embryotick Hate, did fee my fubftance 

when I was an imperfect {hapelefs ein S UI JP er e y 
mafs, which had not yet received its 7 

regular diftin£hon of parts and due written> wbich j n 
proportion of organs; and as re- con tinuance were 
corded in the trueft annals, every falhioned, when as 
article in my compofition, which yet there was none 
was afterwards placed in fuch pro- of them ? 
per order, was delineated in the 
book of thine infallible wifdom ; 
as day by day they fhould grow 
into a fuitable fize and conforma¬ 
tion, and none of them be omitted 
when none of them exifled in their 
intended perfe£tion or due pofition. 

17 How excellent and invaluable, 17. How precious 

alfo Everblefl'ed God, are the alfo are thy thoughts 
fchemes of thy fupporting-provi- unt0 Inc, 
dence; thy defigns and difpenfa- ls the fum 

tions which I have experienced for 

my benefit? how greatly fuperior 

to 

2 acu pingere , a beautiful and finking metaphor 

taken from working cloth with various colours and figures 
with the needle or in the loom. 
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10. jf I ftiould 

taunt them, they are 
more in number 
than the fand: when 
J awake, I am Hill 
with thee* 


iq. Surely thou 
wilt Hay the wicked, 
OGod: depart from 
me therefore, ye 
bloody men. 


20. Forthey fpeak 
againft thee wicked¬ 
ly, and thine ene¬ 
mies take thy name 
in vain. 


21. Do not I hate 
them, O Lord, that 
hate thee ? and am 
not I grieved with 
thofe that rife up 
againft thee. 


to the Jar^eft capacity to form an Suct.ioj* 
eftirnate or enumerate only the v—^ 
heads of them* Psalm 

If I fhould endeavour to tell their cxxxix.17. 
numbers or range them in order, I 
(hould find them to exceed for mul¬ 
titude the fand on the fea-fhore: 
when I awake I am only where I 
was before I went to fleep; in 
every condition and even when I 
fhall faint into death's cold arms, 
and when arife refrefhed and vigo¬ 
rous from the dead, it will be by 
thine afliftance and under thy pro¬ 
tection. 

As infallible as is my fecurityi^ 
and that of all upright pious men, 
fo certainly, however long they 
may be fuffered to live and profper 
here, are the ungodly and impeni¬ 
tent referved for a future moft ter¬ 
rible deftruCIion : perfuaded that 
fome time we fhall be for ever 
feparated, I now bid you depart 
fiom me whofe iniquities deferve a 
fentence of everlafting condem¬ 
nation. 

For they difeourfe of thy laws 20 
and pretend to religion, only as a 
pretext to arrive at greater degrees 
of power, and perpetrate more 
audacious wickednefs; and thine 
enemies profane thy name in fblemn 
oaths to confirm their falfhoods 
and deceive their undefigning 
neighbours. 

Do I fbew the lead favour, juft 21 
and holy God, to thofe who by 
thus perverting all the true ends of 
religion exprefs the greateft dif- 
regard to it? and am not I entirely 
difgufted at their abominations, 
who rife up as avowed enemies ot 
thy moral kingdom. 

M 4 


I freely 
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Sect.103. 



Psalm 

cxxxix. 


22 . 


23 


I freely own, I am quite tired 22. I Kate them 
out with their execrable vile pro- with perfect hatred: 
ceedings, and cannot but entirely ^ cou . nt them mine 
abhor them ; they appear to me in enemies * 
the fame point of view with mine 
own enemies who have already 
committed adfs of hoftility, or are 
up in arms to do it. 

As to myfelf, I fubmit to the 23. Search me, O 
ftri£teft fcrutiny; trace me, all- God, and know my 
fearching God, to the profoundeft heart, try me, and 
fecrets and take full knowledge of * now m y thoug ts. 


the inmoft recefles of my heart* 
as precious metals are tried and re¬ 
fined in the fire, let me be explored 
with the utmoft accuracy, and 
my moft tumultuous difeompofed 
thoughts difeovered. 

24 And do thou freely remark if I 
be in a courfe that would iflue in 
labour, forrow, and repentance; 
and by thy counfel guide me in 
that fpiritual moral way, wherein 
all good and holy men have trod, 
and which leads to -a blefled eter¬ 
nity. 


24. And fee if 
there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead 
me in the way ever- 
lafting. 


PSALM CXL. SECT. CIV. 


Prayer for deliverance from malicious perfidious enemies . 
The Jlanders and Jlratagems ufed to Jubvert him . Sup¬ 
port implored cf the Almighty , and their due chajlife - 
merit . Unjhaken hopes exprejfed of both thefe . A pfalm 
cf David, directed to the majler of muftek . The oc- 
cafion fuppofed to be the infinuations of Doeg, and in¬ 
formation of the Ziphites. See 1 Sam. xxii. 


Psalm cxl. r. 


Sect.104. 



Psalm 

cxl. 1. 


E xtricate me, Eternal 

God, from the trouble I am 
in and ruin threat’ned with by a 
moft mifehievous wicked man: 
let thy providence watch over fo 
as to fecurc me from the man who 

tramples 


Psalm cxl. 1. 


D Eliver me, O 
Lord, from 
the evil man: pre- 
ferve me from the 
violent man. 
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tramples upon all truth, right, and Sect. 104. 
juftice, and as made up of them 1 —-o— 
committeth the greateft violences. Psalm 

2, Which imagine ' Who are not furprized into cxl#, » 2 - 
mifthiefs in their errors hy the ftrength of their paf- 
hcart; continually fions, or hurried away by fudden 
are they gathered temptation, but deliberately con- 
togethery^r war. tr j ve an( j dircdlly aim by all ima¬ 
ginable expedients to reduce others 
to the moft Shattered and wretched 
condition; all the day long are 
they exciting to arms or preparing 
for battle. 

3-They h^ve (harp- Not more fharp does the moft 3 
ened their tongues venomous ferpent point its tongue, 
like a ferpent \ ad- than they make fevere and cutting 
ders poifon is under their reflexions: the viper or afp 
their lips. Selah. carries not more pernicious poifon 

in its teeth, than they verily do a 
deadly taint to reputation, in their 
foul calumnies and moft virulent 
afperfions. 

4. Keep me, O As thy peculiar charge, Ever-4 
Lord, from the blefled God, guard me from fal- 
hands of the wicked, Ijng into the hands of a man who 
preferve me from throws all human affairs into con- 
thc violent roan* f u f lon by making no difference 
who a\e purpo e betwixt truth or fafthood, right or 

t< oin°s ertir ° W in ^ wrong: effectually defend me alfo 
^° in ^ S * from the violent outrageous one, 

who hath contrived all engines to 
pufh me clown in, or force me out 
of the regular qourfe wherein I am 
going. 

5. Theproudhave As is commonly done to take 5 

hid a fnare for me, wild beafts, they dig pits and con- 
and cords, they have cea ] them with a flight covering of 
fpread a net by the ear [h, they lay in them toils made 

' va y- * of 

• Literally, man of violences feemingly a metaphor taken 
from a poifonous or griping draught. 

b Way fide , the Hehrenv is not yale nathib as in Joh xviii. 

10. but he-jad ma} v gal, juxta orbitam ; i. e. viam plauflra- 
lem, cjux habet orbilas five rotarum vefligia. Buxtorf 
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Sect. 104. of cords; they fpread nets in the 
tracks made or the way ufuaily 
gone in: they lay fiiares* fo various 
have been the artifices and ftrata- 
gems of the haughty and arrogant 
to fupplant way-lay and deftroy 
me. 

6 In the midft of all thefe dangers, 

I humbly addrefled myfelf to the 
Everlafling God, with fuitable 
impreflions of my entire reliance, 
faying, thou art my moll powerful 
God and good Father: I have 
nothing befides my prayers where¬ 
with to oppofe or avoid inftant 
ruin: merciful Lord, regard the 
voice of extreme diftrefs, the moft 
tender moving fupplication. 

7 O Lord God, thy fupport 
only can enable me to fuftain the 
fhock or extricate myfelf from the 
threading mifehief: and amidft 
all the hazards of engaged armies, 
thy fovereign prote£lion has for¬ 
merly preferved, and as it were 
rendered me invulnerable, invin¬ 
cible. 

$ Deny fuccefs, moll juft God, 
to his pernicious fchemes who is 
plainly governed by his own reft- 
lefs paflions and luft of lawlefs 
power: obftruft him in that mad 
career of fpreading devaftation and 
mifery to which he is devoted: 
left their profperous enormities 
fhould fill them with the utmoft 
arrogance, and difdain for all around 
them. 

9 So far from any way concurring 
with or permitting their vile de- 
figns to take place, totally reverie 
them ; and let the confufion and 
dreadful calamities, which the 

leader 


the 

way-fide: theyhav* 
fet grins for me. 
Selah. 


6. I faid unto the 
Lord, thou art my 
God: hear the voice 
of my fupplications, 
O Lord. 


7. O God the 
Lord, the ftrength 
of my falvation ; 
thou haft covered 
my head in the day 
of battel. 


8 . Grant not, O 
Lord, the defires of 
the wicked, further 
not his wicked de¬ 
vice, left they exalt 
themfelves. Selah. 


9. As for the head 
of thofe that com- 
pafs me about, let 
the mifehief of their 
own lips cover them. 
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Jeader and his band furrounding Sect.104. 

me on all Tides, threaded me with -v""—* 

overwhelm themfelves. Psalm 

10 Let burning . Bjing upon them whatever can cx ^ 9 * 

cpali fall upon them, be conceived of intolerable burdens 10 

let them be call into or fjg na l judgments that are likely 

the fire, into deep be pernicious: particularly,fuch 
pits that they Hie b|UnJ coals 

as once confumed 
not up again. fertile plains of Sodom and 

Gomorrba : like dead bodies or 
common nuifances let them be 
thrown into the fire of Gehenna or 
Topbet , that is kept continually 
burning: into the bottom of pits 
which are fo deep that they can 
never arife from out of them: or 
diftrefj them with fuch kinds of 


11. Let not an 
evil fpeaker be efta- 
bliflied in the earth: 
evil fhall hunt the 
violent man to over¬ 
throw him. 

12. I know that 
the Lord will 
maintain the caufe 
of the affli&ed, avd 
therightofthepoar. 

13. Surely the 
righteous fhall give 
thanks unto thy 
name, the upright 
fhall dwell in thy 
prefence. 


miferies that it fhall be impoffible 
to retrieve themfelves. 

Never fuffer a fycophant detrac- 11 
tor or reviler to profper or flourilh 
upon this earth: as to a man wholly 
given to rapine and violence, let a 
fucceflion of the mod afflictive 
vexatious iflue$ precipitate him into 
entire and irretrievable deftrudtion. 

I am fully perfuaded that the 12 
righteous and good Lord, as a 
powerful advocate will (land by 
the opprefled and affli&ed; and in 
due time avenge the injured poor. 

There is no doubt but the good 13 
and upright (hall have occaflon to 
celebrate thy perfections and pro¬ 
vidence in this life; and in another, 
men of a fledfall integrity fhall be 
fettled as one family under thy 
conftpnt infpedtion, and to enjoy 
in thy prefence an eternity of 
blelfednefs. 


PSALM 



Ijz 


A Paraphrase on the 


'PSALM CXLI. 

Prayer , that his devotion might be accepted the fame as 
if it was performed in the fanCiuary . That his words 
and actions might be JlriCtly guarded. That no temp¬ 
tation might prevail with him to diffemble his religious 
character. Reflections on the integrity and generofity 
of his pajl conduct . The difference of his enemies’s be¬ 
haviour . His regard to and confidence in the Almighty , 
with his hopes that his requefl was granted and that 
he jhould be preferved. A pjalm of David: probably 

compojed as Peters (from whom the paraphrafe of it is 
taken) obferves, juft before his flight to Achifh, king of 
Gath, when he had a fecond time fpared Saul’j life 9 
but could trujl him no longer . See I Sam . xxvi. Crif. 

D 'f p- 33 & - 



Psalm cxli. x. 

Sect.104. T Call upon thee, O Jehovah, 
A thou Everlafting and unchange¬ 
able Being, Creator and Governour 
of all things j the fupreme hope 
and refuge of thy diftrefled fer- 
vants: hafte thee unto me. Give 
ear to my voice, when I cry unto 
thee. 

Thou feeft that I am banifhed 
from thy tabernacle, the place of 
thy more folemn worfhip, where 
thou haft promifed thy efpecial 
prefence, and haft commanded us 
to approach and feek thee: never- 
thelefs I know that thou thyfelf art 

prefent 


Ps A LM CXli. I.' 

L ord, i cry 
unto thee, 
make hafte unto me; 
give ear unto my 
voice, when I cry 
unto thee. 


2. Let my prayer 
be fet before thee as 
incenfe; and the 
lifting up of my 
hands as the evening 
facrifice. 


c Veters fuppofes David to have compofed this pfalm 
after he had taken a full refolution to fly to Achfb : pro¬ 
bably the evening before he executed it, when he was upon 
the wing, as it were, with his late dutiful behaviour to Sauf 
and the other’s implacable cruelty to him and his followers 
ftill frclh upon his thoughts; and moreover reflecting upon 
the dangers and temptations, which his religion would ex- 
pofe him to in a heathen country, that he pours out his fou| 
in the following faliloquy. Crit. Dff. 337. 
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prefent every where. Let my prayer Sect. 104. 
therefore come before thee, in the --v*—^ 

purity and fervour of my heart, Psalm 
like the cloud of incenfe and per- cx ^* 2 * 
fume, which mounts up from thy 
holy altar; and let the lifting up of 
my hands towards thy throne, in 
heaven, be as the Evening-Oblation 
there offered thee. 

3. Set a watch, I am now going to feek a retreat 3 
O Lord, before my from the perfections of my mailer 
mouth, keep the Sauly amidft a race of idolaters, 
door of my lips. who w i]j be curious to obferve a]L 

my words and actions; and will 
attempt to draw me in to be a par¬ 
taker with them in their idol-wor- 
fhip ; or fufpedt me as a fpy and 
enemy, if I refufe to comply with 
them. But do thou, O Lord , Jet 
a watch before my mouthy a guard 
over the door of my lips ; that I may 
neither endanger my own fafety by 
my imprudent carriage, nor violate 
my religion by any weak compli¬ 
ances. 

Preferve me from the greateft of 4 
„ all evils, the renouncing thee to 

thing, to d praftife follow vain and Itrange gods. Let 
wicked works with JTie not ^ guilty of this heinous 

men t at wor ini- an( j p re f um ptuous fin, no not fo 
quity: and let me S V ,, 

noteatof theirdain- muc , h as thought; let me abhor 
tic3i to play the hypocrite, by joining 

in the abominations of the heathen, 
though but in fhew and appear¬ 
ance only. Nor let me ever be 
allured by their lafeivious rites, or 
their luxurious meats, to mix in 
their religious feftivals. 

As 


4. Incline not my 
heart to any evil 


* PraSlife , &c. literally, to play triadfoolijb pranks in e idck- 
tdnefsy whkh rendered a man contemptible; probably an 
allufion to the heathen rites and ceremonies. 
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Sect. 104. As for my paft behaviour towards 5* Let the « righ- 

Saul , I can never repent of it* teous fmite me, it 
Psalm whilft I am confcious I have done * kindnefs; 

c * K 5 ' my duty. Though my friends and and ^ et kjf\, re P roVe 
followers, thofe advocates for Jlria thZ 

jujlice, are fill upbraiding me with ftall nQt break my 
my excejjive piety and goodnefs\ and hea(J: for yet my 
though the ointment of my heady thy prayer alfo Jhall be 
defignation of me to the throne, be m their calamities. 
urged againjl me , either as a reafon 
why I might juftly take the life of 
Sauly or as the caufe that he will 
never ceafe to perfecute me; yet I 
truft in thy mercy, // Jhall not break 
my heady or bring me to deftruc- 
tion. For hitherto it has not done 


it, and I am fafe under thy pro¬ 
tection; and yet my prayers are all 
that I have oppofed againjl the 
•wicked attempts of my enemies . 

6 How generous and forgiving hath 
my behaviour been to them? Their 
princes, thofe fevere judges, who 
have fenteneed me, and thofe that 
favour me, to death, have never- 
thelefs been more than once dif- 


6. When their 
judges are over¬ 
thrown in ftony 
places, they fhall 
hear my words for 
they are fvveet. 


mi fled by me in fafety, when I 
had them abfolutely in my power 
in thofe rocky defarts; and have 
only heard me expoftulate with 
them in the mildeft and the gentleft 


manner. 

7 But how unlike, how barbarous 7 ' ^ b° nes ar ^ 
has their treatment been of me 1 f cactere< * at t ^ ie * 

My £raVC S 


* Peters renders the words in latin, cbtundat me jujlus de 
mifericordla , vel pietate mea. Meaning it in the fame fenfe 
wherein Terence always ufed the word obtundere % t irz. for re¬ 
peating the fame thing over and over in difeourfe till it be¬ 
comes troublefome and painful to the hearers. Adelph . 
Aft. i. fc. 2. 

* At the grave’s mouth, Le*pi fcccl, the Hehre-u letters 
being the fame inlfead of the month of jheoL Peters inter¬ 
prets the command of Saul, See GV?;. xlv, 1 1. f ob xxxix. 27. 



grave’s mouth as 
when one cutteth 
and deaveth wood 

upon the earth. 

%. Bat mine eyes 
are onto thee, O 
God the Lord: in‘ 
thee is my truft,> 
Jeave not my foul 
dedicate. 


9. Keep me from 
the fnare <which they 
have laid for me, 
and the grins of the 
workers of iniquity. 

10. Let the wicked 
fall into their own 
nets, whilll that I 
withal efcape. 
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My beft friends flaughtered in great Sect. 104* 
numbers at the command of Saul , 
and hewed in pieces in his pre- Psalm 
fence, as one would cut or chop a cx ^' 7 * 
piece of wood. 

That after fo much cruel ufage, S 
I have ftill been able to preferve 
my innocence and my duty, has 
been owing to thy grace, and that 
full truft I have in thee, my Lord 
and everlafting Gon. To thee do 
I lift up mine eyes. On thee, 
without referve will I ftill place 
my confidence and hope. Oh let 
my life be precious in thy fight; 
and fuffer me not, by any flagrant 
fin, to forfeit my title to the life 
eternal. 

Preferve me from the fnares laid 9 
for me by my own countrymen on 
the one hand; and the idol-wor- 
fhipper's, to whom lam driven for 
refuge on the other. 

My prayer, I truft, is heard. 1 10 
feci a beam of light break in upon 
my foul, which fills me with this 
comfortable affurance, that theft 
wicked men fhall be taken in 
their own nets, and that 1 (hail 
ftill efcape. 


PSALM CXLIL SECT, CV. 

An eminent piety difplayed in a Jlate of extreme affliction 
and perfection,, Probably 9 the fupplication of David, 
when he concealed himfelf in the cave of Engedi. The 
tune Mafchil. See 1 Sam. xxiv. 1. 


Psalm cxlii. i. 


I Cried unto the 
Lord with my 
voice: with my voice 
unto the Lord did 
1 make my fuppli¬ 
cation. 


1 

Psalm cxlii. 1. 


D estitute of aii human 

fuccour in a condition pecu¬ 
liarly hazardous and diftrefiful I 
implored the help of heaven: my 

heart 


Sect.ioj* 



Psalm 
cxlii. 1, 



j?6 A Paraphrase on the 

Sect.io$. heart and fpirit diffated a truly 
fervent and tender Application to 
,®. ALM my God, and only refuge for fa- 


fore him my trouble. 


3. When my fpirit 


vour and mercy. 

2 Without friend to unbofom them 2m I poured out 
to, I freely poured out before him complaint before 

my inmoft thoughts of forrow and im ‘ ewc e “ 
anxiety: though he is perfe£tly ac¬ 
quainted with them from his own 
Omnifcience, I prefumed clearly 
to ftate in his facred prefence the 
difficulties and troubles that in¬ 
volved me. 

3 Though the lownefs of my faint¬ 
ing fpirits rendered me incapable overwhelmed 

of providing for my efcape or fafety, £££ *^'" h thl ?“ 
yet thou waft able to conduit me (he J ? [JV r 
by the right path: as to my own walked> have th 
efforts and the courfe I defigned pr i v ily laid a fnare 
to take I found they had way-laid for me. 
me, or planted ambufhes to fur- 
prize and feize me. 

4 1 feemed indeed reduced to the . 4-11°°ked on my 
laft extremity, and as looking to right hand, and be- 

my right hand for an advocate or e ' ut t ^ ere 
patron, and feeing none to acknow- know me . ref 
ledge me for his client or take my failed me> no m °„ 
part; there was no refuge I fully care d f or my foul, 
concluded for me to fly to; no man 
who could and would require my 
blood; or be juft enough to de¬ 
clare he fhould avenge my life 
on him that flew me. 

5 Thus deferted and abandoned, I 5 * I cr * e ^ unt ® 

cried out in prayer unto thee, \ . e f t ^ L° r d, I 

Almighty and moft merci fulGoo, fai , d ' Tho “ artm t 
c r 1 r • i i 9 refuge, and my por- 
for fuccour; faying, thou alone art tion *i n the i a ' nd of 

my refuge who wilt not fail me, t jj e living. 

and under whofe prote£tion I can 

yet find fafety; my foie happinefs 

and dependance in this whole world 

of living beings. 


Let 
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<j Attend unto Let it fpeedily appear that thou Sect. 105. 
my cry, for I am art not regardlelsof my mod earned —v— 
biought very low : prayer, for as to my own ftrength Psalm 
deliver me from my j s a ] mo fl; exhaufted : refeue me cx ^- 6* 
yerfreutors, for they f rom m y violent perfecutors, other- 
are Itronger t an . w jf e t h e y mu fl- {portly prevail, for 

they are greatly fuperior to me in 
power and numbers. 

7. Bring my foul , Set . me a ' !ib f 1 "Y . from tbel f P«- 7 
out of pril'on, that piexities and calamites, which like 

I may praife thy a prifon confine me; that there 
name: the righteous may be a recent joyful occafion of 
fhall compafs me celebrating thy power and kind 
about; for thou fhalt providence : on account of my de¬ 
deal bountifully with liverance when it (hall be efie&ed, 
me - men of integrity and benevolence 

in general (hall croud thy fanc- 
tuary ; and touched with a fenfe 
of thine equity and goodnefs mod 
devoutly acknowledge that thou 
haft conferred on me the greateft 
lading obligations. 


PSALM CXLIII. 

Almrnful application , requefing to be dealt with accord¬ 
ing to the diftates of clemency and mercy , not of a rigo¬ 
rous jujlice. "The prevalence of his enemies . His per¬ 
plexity and conjlernation. Review of former deliver¬ 

ances . Fervent prayer for fpeedy relief and for inf rue¬ 
's ion , with the overthrow of bis adverfaries. A pjalm of 
David: the occafion fuppofed the fame with the pre¬ 
ceding , or his fight before his fon Abfalom. 


Psalm cxliii. i. Psalm cxliii. I. 

H Ear my prayer, ATTEND to my humble Sect. 97. 

O Lord, give apology, Ever-blefied God, 

ear to my fupplica- ( en( j a g rac j ous ear to my affeftio- 

f r.r in V aU * nate tenc ^ er pl ea£ f°r favour: and cx m * 1 * 
fulnels anhver me, c , r . , c , 

.Win thy righteouf- out of 1re S ard to the honour of thy 
llt .fs. truth, inviolable equity and univer- 

fal benevolence, anfwer and fuccour 

N me, 


Vo 1.. IV. 



178 A Paraphrase on 

Sect. 105. me, who am finking under the 
^ ll - jl greateft weight of mifery. 

Pjtalm And not con t enc | expoftulate 
cxliii. i,2. w j t h, or inflidt calamities on me 
thy fincere fervant, fuch as may 
be the effedt of a ftridlly juft fen- 
tence pronounced in judgment: 
for in thy prefence and before thy 
tribunal which takes in all our 
thoughts and adfions, no man living 
can be acquitted or cleared as hav¬ 
ing entirely conformed to thy laws 
of truth, right, and goodnefs. 

3 For wherever I have gone the 
enemy with a remorfelefs hatred 
hath clofely purfued in order to 
infeft me; as if he had broken me 
in pieces on, or crulbed me into 
the ground, he hath thoroughly 
embittered my life; and forcing me 
to bury myfelf alive in dens and in 
caves of the earth, rendered my 
ftate the fame as to all ends of 


tbg 


2. And enter not 
into judgment with 
thy fervant: for in 
thy fight lhall no 
man living be jufti- 
fied. 


3. For the enemy 
hath perfecuted my 
foul,he hath fmitten 
my life down to the 
ground: he hath 
made me to dwell 
in darknefs, as thofe 
that have been long 
dead. 


living, as theirs is who are actually 
dead and in their graves. 

4 My oppreffed fpirits cannot but 
be fcnfibly affedted with, indeed as 
fwooning or tainting they fail and 
fink into entire dejedlion and me¬ 
lancholy under thefe gloomy feenes: 
my heart as if blafted or thunder- 
ftiuck is truly bereft of all comfort 
and enjoyment. 

5 That the laft thing which leaves 
the diftrelTed, even hope may not 
for fake me, I call to mind former 
days; wherein our anceftors have 
been fuccoured or I myfelf pre- 
ferved: I ferioufly refledt on all the 
inftances of thy contrivance and 
operation: I freely enlarge on the 
difplays of thy Omnipotence, which 
are likewife peculiar manifeftations 
of thy goodnefs and mercy. 

I fpread 


4. Therefore is 
my fpirit over¬ 
whelmed within me: 
my heart wiihin me 
is de folate. 


5.1 remember the 
days of old, I medi¬ 
tate on all thy works: 
I mufe on the work 
of thy hands. 
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6 I ftretch forth I fpread forth my hands In the Sect. 105. 
my hands unto thee : moft devout and fervent addrefles '—■“v*"—* 
my foul tbirjieth unto thee who art able to fave: my Psalm 
afcerthee,a5athirft/ foul and mind are open and craving cx ^“* 
land. Selah. for refrefhment as the droughty 

parched land is for fhowers of rain. 

7. Hear me fpee- Be thou expeditious in an effec- 7 
dily, O Lord, my ^ ua ] anfwer, moft merciful God; 
fpirit faileth: hide my j ife and f p ; r j t are almoft ex- 

not T aC f ri m haufted with grief and pain: refufe 
w 16 noc thy favourable regard as prefent 

down into the pit exigences require, left they be 

altogether fpent and my deltruc- 

tion fealed, or my death make all 
relief inftgnificant and unavailing, 

8. Caufe me to Declare feafonabiy in my behalf ^ 
hear thy loving- thy unmerited and extraordinary 
kindnefs in the goodnefs and mercy; for all my 

morning, for in thee expectations are determined to thy 
do I trod: caufe me providence: direa me what way I 

to know the- way r n ,.1 r . . T ' 

wherein I flunk! «n fteadily to purfue that I may 

walk; for I lift P erform ™y duty, and get clear of 

up my foul unto difficulties and dangers; for I 

thee. have carneftly prayed to, and all 

my affe£tions and hopes are placed 

on thee. 


9. Deliver me, O 
Lord, from mine 
enemies: I flee unto 
thee to hide me. 


to. Teach me to 
do thy will, for thou 
art my God; thy 
fpirit is good, lead 
me into the land of 
uprightnefs. 


Provide for me, Gracious God, 9 
a refeue out of the hands, or de¬ 
liverance out of the danger I am 
in from the perfecution of mine 
enemies: my only refource is to 
thy prote&ion as my refuge or 
hiding-place. 

Above all things inftru£t and ha- 
bituate ine to defign, and behave in 
a manner that is perfectly acceptable 
to thee, for thou art my God and 
Governour: the communications 
of thy fpirit or exertions of thy pow¬ 
er arereafonable,and greatly favour¬ 
able to our holinefsand happinefs; let 
them lead me in the moral fpiritual 
way upon the level plain ground of 
virtue to perfection and felicity. 

N 2 Re (lore 



*8o 


A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 105. Reftore me to eafy and comfort- 
^ able circumftances, Eternal God, 
Ps alm for the glory of thy exalted titles and 
cxliii, 1 >• attributes, and that they may be 
further celebrated: from motives 
of thy equity and boundlefs mercy 
extricate me from thefe peculiar 
ftraits and difficulties. 

12 And out of thine inexpreffible 
goodnefs entirely fupprefs mine 
enemies; let them all be utterly 
loft and ruined that perplex and 
diftrefs me: for I am thy conftant 
worfhipper and faithful fervant, 
whereas they are plainly the con¬ 
trary of thefe. 


11. Quicken me, 
O Lord, for thy 
name’s fake: for thy 
righteoufnefs fake 
bring my foul out 
of trouble. 


12. And of thy 
mercy cut off mine 
enemies, and deftroy 
all them that affiift 
my foal: for 1 am 
thy fervant. 


PSALM CXLIV. SECT. CVI. 

*Tbe Almighty the author of fuceeffcs in war and efcapes 
from danger . His wonderful condejcenfion refpefling 
frail mortals . His affiance implored . Grateful ac¬ 
knowledgments promt]ed. Prayer to he freed from 
enemies and to enjoy peace and profperity. A pfalm 
of David. 


Psalm cxliv. 1. 


Sect. 106. QINCE the alarms and horrors 
-v—— * O of war in fome cafes are in- 
Psalm evitable, let the moft honourable 
cxliv. 1. mention he made of the EverblefTed 
God, whole protection as an im¬ 
pregnable fortrefs may be abfolu- 
tcly depended on, who hath formed 
me for all military exercifes, my 
hands for fingle combat, and my 
fingers for general engagements. 

2 ’Tishe whofegoodnefs and mercy 

render me fafe and happy; who is my 
ftrong-hold which defies all force 
to ftorm it, and my high tower 
where I hafte to for refuge and 
which is inacceffible to mine ene¬ 
mies ; 


Psalm cxliv. 1. 

B Lefied be the 
Lord my 
rength , which 
?acheth my hands 
3 war, and my fin- 

ore IT» firrVir 


2. My goodnefs, 
and my fonrels, mv 
high tower, and my 
deliverer, myfhield. 
and he in whom I 
truft : who fu'bdueth 
my people under 
me. 
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3. Lord, what is 
man, that thou takeft 
knowledge of him ? 
or the fon of man, 
that thou m ak eft 
account of him ? 


mies; my deliverer from the moft Sect.io 6. 
threading danger, my fhield or 1 

buckler which covers and defends P^ ALM 
me againft the fierceft affaults or cx ^ v * 2 ' 
keeneft arrows; and he in whofe 
providence I take continual fhelter : 
who compofwg all our civil diffen- 
fions hath reduced my people to an 
entire fubjettion. 

Moft high God, Creator and 3 
Lord of all worlds, what is the 
whole race of earth-born man that 
in thy kind providence thou at- 
icndeft to events and affairs which 
concern them ? Or any particular 
inftances of the off-fpring of mifer- 
able mortal man that thou con- 


fidereft them as the objects of thy 
regard and efteem. 

4. Man is like to Every man as to this temporary 4 
vanity : his days are ft a t e may properly be compared to 

3S (r , ^ at ^ ow ^ at things that are quite worthlefs and 
pa et away. infignificant, uncertain and vanifh- 

ing, even to a vapour and bubble: 
the few and evil days of his tran- 
fitory life are like the inconftant 
fhadow, which never continues in 
the fame pofition; now you fee it, 
and the next moment it difappears. 

5. Bow thy hea- And yet if thou wilt in our pre- 5 
vens, O Lord, and f c nt emergency be favourable and 
come down : touch merciful to thy people as thou for- 
the mountains, and merly haft been. Omnipotent God, 

t ey u moke. b e pleafed to prepare thy way as in 

violent tempefts by ftretching out 
or bending down the heavens, and 
defcend from thy exalted heights: 
arrive at fo as to touch with an 


hoftile hand the proudeft cf our 
enemies like afpiring mountains, 
and they fhall inftantly kindle and 
rife in fmoky columns. 



Sound 
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A Paraphrase on the 


Sect.io6. Sound thy thunders, flafh thy 
lightnings, and break them into 
Psalm the fmailefi parties and far and 
cxliv. 6. w j < j e difperfe thofe parties: as 
miflil weapons to wound or flay, 
dart down thy rattling hail mixed 
with forky bolts of devouring fire, 
and lay them entirely wafte. 

7 Let loofe thine hand, or exert 
thy power in a£lion from the hea¬ 
venly and eternal feat of thy fu- 
preme Majefty; effectually feperate 
me from and clear me of my pre¬ 
vailing enemies who like deep 
waters are drawing me into them 
or inundations ready to overwhelm 
me; out of the power of a foreign 
people who are diftinguifhed by 
peculiar diferiminating appear¬ 
ances, and manners, cuftoms and 
religion. 

8 ' Whofe religious profeflions and 
declarations, however pompous and 
fhewy they are, have no meaning, 
fcrve no purpofe of truth good- 
nefs or happinefs: and their idol 
gods in whom they place their chief 
dependance are a dependance that 
will deceive and difappoint their 
expectations for they are not able 
to alfift or fupport them. 

9 Having obtained help of the Al- 
mighty, I will improve the frefh 
occafion of gratitude by Tinging a 
new fong. Great and good God, 
to thine honour: further I will 
accompany vocal with the choiceft 
infirumcntal muflek; upon a pfal- 
tery and an inftrument of ten 

firings 


6. Caft forth 
lightning, and feat- 
ter them: fhoot out 
thine arrows, and 
deftroy them. 


7.Send thine hand 
from above, rid me, 
and deliver me out 
of great waters; 
from the hand of 
ftrange children. 


8.6 Whofe mouth 
fpeaketh vanity: and 
their right hand is a 
right hand of falie- 
hood. 


9. I will fing a 
new fong unto thee, 
O God: upon a 
pfaltery, and an 
inftrument of ten 
firings will I fing 
praifes unto thee. 


E Cocceius renders, whether they lift up the hand to invoke 
fwear fromife or labour , it 1; a right hand of faljhoo </. 
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firings will I mofi joyfully celebrate Sect.io6. 
thy praifes. v— 

io. h is be that Freely confefling, that the pre- Psalm 
ytt’Ctb falvation unto fervation of rulers, in whofe fafcty cxl * v * 9 * 
iwingi: who deliver- the welfare of kingdoms confifts, 10 * 
eth David his fer- j s peculiarly owing to his fovereigti 
vapt from the hurt- protection ; who hath effectually 
ful fword, releafed, or moft feafonably fepa- 

rated his fervant David from im¬ 
mediate danger of an untimely 
cruel death by the devouring fword. 
it. Rid me, and Difentangle and refeue me from n 
deliver me from the the power of a foreign heathen 
hand of ftrange chil- generation, whofe religious profef- 
dren ; whole mouth p lons h ave no fenfe or tendency to 
fpeaket \ amty, an v ] rtue an( j happinefs; and their 

right hand of falf- ch,ef ^pendance on idol gods is a 

dependance on things which muft 
deceive for they cannot relieve or 


12. h That our 
fons may be as plants 
grown up in their 
youth; that our 
daughters may be as 
corner-ftoncs, po¬ 
liced after the fimi- 
Jitude of a palace. 


/ 


fupport them. 

This is what we principally de-12 
fire, as to fecular advantages, in 
order to our profperity: that our 
fons like flourifhing young plants 
may early appear to answer all 
proper cultivation in their bloom¬ 
ing growth activity and vigour: 
that our daughters may be moft 
exactly proportioned in their ex¬ 
terior form and nobly refined in 
their fentiments and manners; fo 
gs to refemble the angular pillars 
of a fpacious palace, carved with 
an exquifite art and adorned in the 
richett manner. 


N 4 


That 


h Moft of the ancient interpreters render tbefe verfes as 
expreflive not of the profperity of the JrwiJh nation, but 
their heathen neighbours —• and the conclufion, happy the 
other people who have fuch things, but more happy the 
Jfraciitijb people who have Jehovah, 
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Sect. 106. That our repofitories for pro- 
vifions may be fo plentifully (locked 
Psalm w j t h a jj kinds of them, as to pro- 
cx iv. 13. ( j uce a con ft an t fucceflion of all 


fuitable fupplies; that our (heep 
and fmaller cattle may increafe and 
multiply by thoufands and ten 
thoufands, as may be confpicuous, 
when they go out of the folds to 
pafture, or when they return 10 
them : 


13 .That our gar¬ 
ners may be full, 
affording all manner 
of (lore; that our 
(heep may bring 
forth thoufands, and 
ten thoufands in our 
(Ireets: 


14, That our oxen and larger cattle 
may beflrong to perform the labori¬ 
ous work or bear the heavy burdens 
which are impofed on them: that 
there be no incurfions of enemies 
to plunder or enflave us; nor any 
occafions to iflue forth after an 
hoftile manner to oppofe them ; 
that there be no complaints of in¬ 
juries and calamities or alarms of 
war in our yards or folds. 

15 As far as earthly advantages can 
render them fo, that people may 
be efteemed happy who are in 
thefe profperous and flourifliing 
circumftances: but moil fubftan- 
tially happy and eternally blefled 
{hall that people be whofe God, 
whom they are careful to ferve 
with fincerity is the great and good 
Lord of all things, and will here 
preferve them and for ever here¬ 
after be their portion. 


14. That our oxen 
may be flrong to 
labour; that there 
be no breaking in, 
nor going out; that 
there be no com¬ 
plaining in our 
flreets. 


15. Happy is that 
people that is in 
fuch a cafe : yea, 
happy is that people 
whofe God is the 
Lord. 


PSALM 
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PSALM CXLV. SECT, CVIL 

Iht Almighty to he celebrated for his wonderful works by 
all the fuccejfwe generations oj mankind . His fupreme 

greatnefs. His terrible judgments . His univerfal 

benevolence. His everlajling dominion and providence. 
The jupport of dijlrejfed virtue. The grand depen dance 
of the whole creation. Perfectly juft and good . Pecu¬ 
liarly regardful of his ftneere fervants. Certain to 
defray the incorrigible and impenitent. His praifes to 
be perpetuated. The Title , David’* pfalm of praife y 
or poetick form of thankfgiving and adoration . The 
lajl alphabetical one . 


Psalm cxlv. 1. 


Psalm cxlv. 1. 


I Will extol thee, 
my God, OKing, 
and I will blefs thy 
name for ever and 
ever. 


2. Every day will 
I blefs thee, and I 
will praife thy name 
for ever and ever. 


3. Great /V the 
Lord, and greatly 
to be praifed ; and 
his greatnefs is un- 
fcarchable. 


1. 


W ITH the jufteft fentiments Sect.107. 

and the moft elevated ex- 
preflions, O my God and Gover- P SALM 
nour, I will difplay thy moft exalted cx ^ v * 
dignity j and will celebrate the 
eminent diftin£tion of thine un¬ 
rivalled attributes to the utmoft 
extent of mine earthly being, and 
afterwards to an endlefs eternity. 

As I am continually laid under 2 
frefh obligations, it fhall be the 
ftated employ of every returning 
day of my whole life, with un¬ 
feigned gratitude and the utmoft: 
veneration to make honourable 
mention of thine ever-blefted felf; 
neither will I ever ceafe my en¬ 
deavours, through a boundlefs im¬ 
mortality, to place in the moft: 
confpicuous point of view thy per¬ 
fections and providence. 

And indeed moft defcrvedly, for 3 
ineftimably excellent is the Eternal 
Deity; heisfupremely worthy of the 
greateft efteem, the higheft homage: 
and the whole of his majefty and 
glory is too enlarged and profound to 

be 
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Sect. 107. be difcovered by the moil accurate 

^ fearching. 

Psalm To the end of time as the gene- 
* 3 >^* ra tions of mankind in a rey,uJa r 
fucceflion appear on this earthly 
theatre, one {hall with extreme 
pleafure entertain another by their 
applaufes of thy wonderful defigns 
and performances; and (hall ex¬ 
hibit the amazing perfection of 
wifdom and Omnipotence, where¬ 
by they have been conducted and 
maintained. 

5 As an example and encourage¬ 
ment for them, in my refledions, 
difcourfes and writings, I will 
copioufly enlarge on the exhauft- 
lefs theme of the beauty and 
fplendour of thy moil glorious ma* 
jefly; and of thy works which in 
all their circumflances and the 
degree of their excellence, are 
quite above our eftimation or even 
comprehenfion. 

^ And hereby inftruded and ex¬ 
cited, ages to come {hall relate the 
prevailing matchlefs force of thine 
awful judgments: and for this pur- 
pofe I will record in proper order 
all that I can recoiled of them 
and of thine aftonifhing operations. 

7 As a fountain its water, they 
(hall freely communicate the im¬ 
portant knowledge of the ever 
memorable inftances of thy mul¬ 
tiplied bounty and goodnefs; and 
with exalted voices {hall fing forth 
the praifes of thy faithfulncfs and 
equity, clemency, and mercy. 

8 Conftantly declaring of the 
Great I AM as he once was 
pleafed to proclaim of himfelf; 
that he is in the higheft degree 

bene- 


4. One genera¬ 
tion fhall praife thy 
works to another, 
and (hail declare thy 
mighty adts. 


5. I will fpeak of 
the glorious honour 
of thy .uajefty, and 
of thy wond'rous 
works. 


6. And men fhall 
fpeak of the might 
of thy terrible adis: 
and I will declare 
thy greatnefs. 


7. They fhall a- 
bundantly utter the 
memory of thy great 
goodnefi, and fhall 
ling of thy righ- 
teoufnefs. 


S. The Lord is 
gracious, and full of 
compaffion; flow to 
anger, and of great 
mercy. 
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benevolent and moft tenderly af- Sect. 107. 
fe&ionate; long patient and re- '-v—"* 

^training it before he fuffer his P SALM 
anger to rife or his difpleafure to cx * v - ®- 
appear in a£ls of feverity; and re¬ 
markable, eminent for the difplays 
of an unmerited and extraordinary 
loving-kindnefs and compaflion. 

9. § The Lord// Neither is it to feledt numbers 9 
good to all: and his exclufively that thefe are manifeft, 
tender mercies are but the Everlafling God and Father 
over all his works, is truly difpofed in all fitting pro¬ 
portions to communicate happinefs 
to all without exception: and as 
they are alike his productions he 
hates not one of them, but his in¬ 
dulgent care and tender affeCtion 
are operative and extremely con¬ 
cerned for the well-being of all his 
numerous formations. 

10. All thy works Wherefore all thy works in their 10 

fhall praife thee, and different degrees (hall bring tribute, 
thy faints fhall blefs and exhibit demonftrative evidence 
thee. of thy Omnipotence, and wifdom, 

unbounded providence and bene¬ 
volence j efpecially fhall thofe who 
are devoted to the ftudy and prac¬ 
tice of virtue and piety and intel¬ 
ligently experience thefe, think of 
them with entire efteem; and make 
conflant honourable mention of 
thee their grand origin, and the un¬ 
created 

§ The following lines to the like purpofe may not be un¬ 
entertaining to the poetick reader: 

Look round, how providence bellows alike 
Sun-fhine and rain to blefs the fruitful year. 

On different nations, all of different faiths 

And though by feveral names and titles w’orfhipp’d 

Heaven takes the various tribute of their praife \ 

Since all agree to own, at lealt to mean 
pne bell, one greateft, only Lord of all. 
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6ECT.107. created fource of all exiftence per- 
1^"—^ feftion and felicity. 

They {ball treat of the order and 
‘ I0 ' regularity ends and purpofes beauty 
fpltndour and magnificence of thy 
natural and moral conftitution and 
adminittration; and Iball declare 
thy prevailing power; to which 
nothing that is a proper object of 
power and implies neither abfur- 
dity nor imperfeftion is impottible. 

12 In order not only to improve in 
themfelves, but cultivate in all 
mankind the jutted fentiments of 
his fuperior copelefs ttrength; and 
the fupreme authority and moft 
illuftrious excellence of his domi¬ 
nion or jurifdi&ion. 

13 It is not like earthly and fecular 
republicks, imperfect and weak in 
their rife and liable to declenftons 
changes and revolutions, but thy 
kingdom being founded in righ- 
teoufnefs and upheld with mercy is 
the fame abfolute rule over all 
ages; and both the laws are fixed 
and the fway and reign eftablifhed 
to remain as long as there are fub- 
}e<fts to be regulated by them, even 
world without end. 

14 To the honour of divine govern¬ 
ment is farther obfervable, that the 
eternal God by the fupports of re¬ 
ligion keepeth their minds firm and 
fteady whatever afflidlions and ca¬ 
lamities befal them, who ferve and 
hope in him ; and comforteth and 
refrefheth all thofe advocates for 
truth and virtue, whom the heavy 
burdens of forrow, injury or ad- 
verfity have debilitated or bended 
down. 


11. They lhall 
fpeak of the glory 
of thy kingdom, and 
talk of thy power. 


12 .To m ake known 
tothefonsofmen his 
mighty afls, and the 
glorious m2jelly of 
his kingdom. 


13. Thy kingdom 
is an everlafting 
kingdom, and thy 
dominion enduretb 
throughout all gene¬ 
rations. 


14. The Lord 
upholdeth all that 
fall, and raifeth up 
all thofe that ht 
bowed down. 


The 
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j q The eyes of The attentive and expefting Sect.107. 
alt wait upon thee, eyes of the whole animal creation ^ 

and thou givert them are determined to thy perfections, Psalm 
their meat in due ^nd abfolutely dependant on the cx ^* * 5 * 
iealon. courfe of thy providence for their 

prefervation 5 neither doft thou dif- 
appoint their expectation but kind¬ 
ly afforded them in due feafon 
whatever is convenient for them. 

16. Thou opened Thou opened thine hand in a 16 
th Inc hand,and fatif- mole abundant and amazing libe- 
the defire of ;<uity, and not only fupplied the 
every living thing. W ants, but with a rich profufion 

of bleffings gratifies to fatiety the 
mod enlarged defires of every 
fpc’cies and individual of the whole 
animal community. 

i~. The Lord is Nothing is more evident and 17 
righteous in all his confpicuous than that the mighty 
ways, and holy in God is good and bountiful in the 
all his works. whole feries of his providential dif- 

penfations; and that all his per¬ 
formances are admirably tempered 
and governed with a peculiar 
benignity and mercy. 

1#. The hurd it The Eternal God who is thus 1 ® 

nigh unto all them jmmenfcly diffufive in his bene- 

that ca u P or j l i'aCtions can never be fuppofed re- 

.. . gardlefs or his lervants; he is doubt- 

him in truth. f r . n 

lefs in perfect condant readinels to 

grant a favourable audience and 
effectual anfwer to all that implore 
his afiiftance, to all without ex¬ 
ception who intreat his iuccour 
with the truth of devotion and the 


17. The Lord is 


all his works. 


itf. The Lord is 
ni^h unto all them 


fincerity of virtuous endeavours. 

19. He will fulfil To the utmod of their defires r 9 
the defire of them who are under the influence of the 
that fear him; he precepts of religion, he will con- 
sil t° will hear their tr | ve an d a Ct for their benefit; he 

tl^in an< ^ Wi ^ * aVC ma y tnoreover, be fully depended 

on to be peculiarly attentive ro 
their cry for his help in diftrefs, 

and 
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Sect. 107. and that he will in due time re- 



PsALM 
cx\v. ig, 


20 * 


ZI 


lieve and place them in a Rate of 
tranquillity and fafety. 

As hisefpecial charge the Lord 
by his kind providence conftantly 
attendeth to all them to guard 
them from danger and promote 
their happincfs, who are a&uated 
to an univerfal obedience by a pre¬ 
vailing love of God and virtue: 
but all that are governed by their 
own irregular paflions at thenegleft 
and expence of order, truth and 
right, will he utterly extirpate. 

For all thefe inftances of an in- 
expreflible and univerfal bene¬ 
volence, my tongue fhall proclaim 
to all the world the praifes belong¬ 
ing to the Ever-living God : and 
let all mankind both Jews and 
Gentiles concur in celebrating his 
diftinguifhed folemn titles and at¬ 
tributes throughout all ages. 


20. The Lord 
preferveth all them 
that love him: but 
all the wicked will 
he deftroy. 


2i. My mouth 
{hall fpeak the praife 
of the Lord: and 
let all flefti blefs his 
holy name for ever 
and ever. 


PSALM CXLVI. SECT. CVIII. 


Promife that his religious gratitude Jhould he commenfuraie 
to the duration of his rational being . Mortal man no 
object of an abfolute dependance. The unfpeakable hap- 
pinefs of fecuring the divine fupport and picufy relying 
upon it . The kingdom of God everlajhng. Title , 

Praife ye the Lord. 


Psalm cxlvi. r. 


Sect .iqB. f | ^ Q t h e honour of God dif- 
^ A play his wonderful works and 
salm jjiuftfjQus perfe&ions. Let it be 

CJtlVl* I. r 

my part, all that is poflible to knew 
and extol the Eternal Deity. 

2 So long as I am in fuch happy 
circumftances that 1 can, 1 will 
aferibe due praifes to the bountiful 
Lord who hath placed me in 

them: 


Psalm cxlvi. 1. 


P RAISE 
Lord. 
the Lord, 
foul. 


ye the 
Praife 
O my 


2. While I live 
will I praife the 
Lord: I will fmg 
praifes unto my God, 

while 
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while I have any them: it (hall be only becaufe ISect.ioS. 
being. am deftituteof all ability or diverted 

of being, if ever I ceafe to glorify Psalm 
my God, Creator, and Governour 0 *^* *• 
in pfalms of praife. 

Put not your Be not over folicitous for an in- 3 
truft in princes, nor tereft in nobles or princes; do not 
in the fon of man, abfolutely promife yourfelf fecurity 
in whom there is no from depending upon them; nor 

indeed from any of the offspring of 
mortal man; for innumberlefs in- 
rtances that you may want their 
afliftance they certainly difappoint, 
for they either will not or cannot 
relieve you. 

4. His breath goeth And fuppofe they were both ex- 4 
forth, he returneth alted and moft beneficent, yet their 
to his earth: in fpfrits are to depart and their bodies 
that very day his t0 re t urn unto their original earth: 
thoughts penih. t ^ e ver y j a y that this awful event 

takes place, there is an entire end 
of their fecular fchemes at once; of 
all their grandeft temporary defigns 
with which their bufy minds have 
laboured. 


5. Happy is he 
chat bath the God 
of Jacob for hishelp, 
whofe hope is in the 
Lord his God: 


6. VVhich made 
heaven and earth, 
the fea, and all chat 
therein is: which 
keepeth truth for 
ever. 


He is in the certain way to hap- 5 
pinefs, whofe fupport and relief 
are derived from a well-grounded 
reliance on the infinite attributes 
of the God of Jacob; all whofe 
expectations center or his entire 
confidence is repofed on the felf- 
exirtent and all prefiding Deity. 

Who can never have exhaufted 6 
the refources of his Omnipotence, 
or his wifdom be at a lofs for expe¬ 
dients; for with only fpeaking he 
produced heaven, earth, and fea; 
and the irnmenfity of creatures 
contained in all thofe elements: 


the truth of his promifes is more¬ 
over kept inviolate, neither will 
his faithfulnefs ever fail. 


Which 
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Sect. 108. Which the powers of this world 

often fuffer them to be with impu- 
Psalm nity, theinjurioufly treated or tyran- 
cxlvi. 7. nically opprefled, headminifters im¬ 
partial jufticc for: he provideth fup- 
plies of necefTary fuftenance for 
thofe who fometimes pine under the 
want of it: 

8 The Lord and maker of all 
things can moreover perform mira¬ 
culous favours like creative a£ts, 
and vouchfafe it to thofe who never 
had the fcnfe of feeing ; or recover 
that admirable organ to thofe wfo 
are totally deprived of it: the Ail- 
perfett Jehovah raifeth up re- 
licveth or comforteth thofe that 
like bull-rufhes or the branches of 
the palm-tree are bowed down 
with afflictions or infirmities: the 
juft and good God entertains a 
peculiar regard and an entire affec¬ 
tion for men of integrity and bene¬ 
volence. 

9 The father and fovereign of all 
taketh under his protection defti- 
tute ftrangers who on that account 
are obnoxious from men to many 
indignities and vexations; he 
vouchfafes his fupport to weak 
orphans and defolate widows, and 
enables them to (land their ground : 
but in order to punifh the wicked 
he renders their courfcs fo full of 
intricacy and perplexity diforder 
and confufion, that they know 
not which way to turn them- 
felves. 

The 


the 

7. Which executeth 
judgmet for the op- 
preffed,which giveth 
food to the hungry : 
the Lord loofeth 
the prifoners. 


8. The Lord 
openeth the eyes of 
the blind; the Lord 
raifeth them that are 
bowed down: the 
Lord loveth the 
righteous. 


9 The Lord pre- 
ferveth the ftran¬ 
gers; he relieveth 
the fatherlefs and 
widow: but the way 
of the wicked he 1 
curneth upfidedown. 


i Overthrow the way, Mtidge interprets tripping up their 
heels in their way, perplexing and puzzling their fteps, and 
making their legs ftumble one againil another. 
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10. The Lord The unchangeable and eternal Sect.jo9- 
nil reign forever, God will maintain his authority -v— 
r.'f« thy God, O and poflefs his univerfal dominions P SALM 
vSmn, unto all gene- throughout all ages; even thine cx ^ v *- i0 * 
rations. Praife ye on jy living and true God, O 
the Lord. Sion y — world without end. On 

all accounts therefore do you extol 
and adore the blelTed and only 
potentate who is your temporal 
hope and will be your everlafting 
inheritance. 


PSALM CXLVII. 


77 *e benefit pleafure and honour arifmg from celebrating 
God's praifes. Occafions , the rebuilding of Jerufalem, 
recalling the banijhed , and comforting the difpirited and 
ajftiflcd. His Omnipotence and amazing intelligence . 
lit! exalting the hu?nble good man y and humbling the 
exalted wicked. His providence in clouds and rain: 
in fupporting beajls and birds. His ejlimate of man 
taken only from his virtue t His favours to the Ifrael- 
ites in their fecurity peace and plenty. The expedi¬ 
tion with which his commands are executed. His fnow y 
hoar-froft , ice and its thaw . His moral laws and 
diftinguijhing mercies to the Jewifh nation. 


Ps A L M cxlvii. I. 


Psalm cxlvii. 1. 


P RAISE ye the 
Lord: for it is 
good to fing praifes 
unto our God; for 
it is pleafant, and 
praife is comely. 


2 . The Lord 
doih build up Jeru- 
falem: he gathereth 
together the out- 
caTls of Ifrael. 

Vo I.. IV. 


R AISE and publifh your ad- Sect.joS. 

miring thoughts of the Al- 
mighty and Eternal Being: on the ^ S *. LM 
accounts, that it is reafonable and cx V11, lm 
beneficial, fing hymns of praife to 
the glory of our God : that it is 
further truly delightful; and ap¬ 
plauding him afling in character 
and doing ourfelvcs the greateft 
honour. 

The Ever-blefled Lord hath 2 
laid us under efpecial obliga¬ 
tions to religious thankfulnefs in 
repairing and enlarging the city 
Jerufalem late in ruins: in again 
O colle&ing 
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Sect.io 8. colle&ing and returning tb zlfrael- 
itcSy who were driven or baniftied 
Psalm from it to their native country, 
cxlvn. 2. As Applying remedies to heal 

3 wounds or cure difeafes, he hath 
alleviated our griefs and reftored 
our weak diftreffed nation to pro- 
fperous and flourilhing circum- 
fiances. 

4 And however extreme their mi- 
fery, complicated their afflictions 
or far and wide their difperfion; 
there was no difficulty to him in 
gathering them into one body and 
adjufting all affairs to their advan-^ 
tage, who takes the exaCt number 
of the ftars that are fo greatly mul¬ 
tiplied and extenfively fcattered in 
the immeafurable fields of heaven: 
and as diftin&Iy knowing or per¬ 
fectly acquainted with every in¬ 
dividual, one by one calleth them 
all by their refpeCtive names. 

^ Inconceivably excellent is our 
Almighty Lord and grand Sup¬ 
porter, and his power adequate to 
or able to produce the greateft and 
moll aftoniftiing effeCts: neither 
are there any eftimates to be made of 
or bounds fixed to his all-compre¬ 
hending intelligence. 

6 In his application of thefe im- 
menfe attributes to an univerfal 
providence, it is obfervable to his 
eternal honour, that a mod righ¬ 
teous God, confidently with a 
ftate of probation and liberty, is 
peculiarly regardful of moral dif- 
tinClions: relievcth the patient and 
humble, injured and opprefled : and, 

as 


the 


3. He healeth the 
broken in heart, and 
bindeth up their 
wounds. 


4. He telleth the 
number of the ftars: 
he calleth them all 
by their names. 


5. Great is our 
Lord, and of great 
power: his under- 
ftanding is * infinite* 


6. The Lord 
lifteth up the meek: 
he cafteth the wick¬ 
ed down to the 
ground. 


k Literally, of or to his no number or record commutation or 
tabulation . 



7 . Sing unto the 
Lord with thankl- 
giving: fing praife 
upon the harp unto 
our God. 


8. Who covereth 
the heaven with 
clouds, who pre- 
pareth rain for the 
earth, who maketh 
grafs to grow upon 
the mountains. 


9. He giveth to 
the beail his food, 
and to the 1 young 
ravens which cry. 


10. Hedelighteth 
not in the ftrength 
of the horfe: he 
taketh not pleafure 
id the legs of a man. 
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as violently throwing them on the Sect.io3. 

ground, reduceth wicked tyrants 

to the lowed ignominy and mifery. Psalm 

O ye late negle&ed and lowly 
who are now exalted, acknowledge 
divine benefits, and a£t fuicably to 
your obligations: with vocal and 
inftrumental mufick celebrate the 
juit ice and goodnefs of our Al¬ 
mighty Benefactor. 

Who conformably to his wife 8 
laws of a fettled connexion and 
dependance throughout all his 
works, fpreadeth over the exten- 
five heaven wrth thick clouds ; who 
thereby prepareth plentiful rains 
for fertilizing the earth, and maketh 
the mountainous parts which are 
negle£fed by mankind produce a- 
bundant pafturage. 

He preftrves and adminifters all 9 
neceflary fupplies to thofe creatures 
which have no other care taken of 
them ; that are deftitute of all pro- 
vifion but what he is pleafed im^ 
mediately to fend them, as the wild 
beads which live in defarrs or on 
mountains, and the young ravens 
which are early deferted by their 
dams; and whofe cries he efteems 
a kind of prayers to him. 

The ftrength and loftinefs pranc- 10 
ing and ardour of the warlike horfe 
are not fuch recommendations to 
his favour that on their account he 
enfures fuccefles: the vigour height 
and ftoutnefs of man are not fo 
acceptable to him, that for their 
fakes he profpers them with certain 

O 2 efcapes 


1 1 '& ot 7 kc 0 KO{a£ f tbt crow Or raven ex* 

pofetk and for fake tb her young ontu Vid. Arejiot, Hijh 
Jlnuna l. IA Vi. 
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Scct.jo 8 . efcapes from or the victorious 
purfuit of enemies. 

They only are regarded as ob- The Lord 

)f jedls of his complacency by an holy ^keth pleafure in 
and good God, who are fubie# *hem that fear him, 
to his authority, obedient to his t ^ 10 c 1 at hope in 
laws of virtue and piety; tliofe li ™ CTC Y m 
who rationally and entiiely confide 
in his clemency and mercy. 

Pvcnder to the Lord, O thou 12. Praife the Lord* 
holy city Jerufalem y the moft ac- O Jerufalem: praifc 
ceptable pleafing homage: in the ^°d, O Sion, 
higheft expreflions of adoration 
extol thy God, O mount Sion y 
where the emblems of his pre¬ 
fence reft. 

13 For as (Lengthening the bars of G* For he hath 

your gates that it is hardly poflible ftrengthned the bars 

to force or break them open, be ? J^y S at * s: he 

hath impregnably fortified your , 2t ,, e e u . * Y 
* - a 11 .1 rr u c children within thee, 

towns againlt all the aiiaults or 

your enemies: he hath fignally 
favoured your inhabitants with an 
extraordinary populoufnefs and the 
greateft plenty of all accommoda¬ 
tions. 

14 To the fartheft limits of your 
whole country or in all your pro¬ 
vinces he hath eftablifhed your ders, and flleth thee 
peace and fafecy : and provideth w ||h the fineft of the 
you in due feafon even to fatiety w ^ cat * 
with plentiful crops of the richeft 
bread-corn, 

15 He fignifieth his pleafure, or 15- He fendeth 
iftueth forth his high commands forth his command- 
for the purpofes of government and ™ cnt u P cn « ar th : 
alterations in the courfe of provi- ^ or 5 * runnct ^ 
dence, refpedfing the affairs of this ver ^ l Y 
lower world of earth, as he did at 
fir ft in regard to its creation: and 
whatever he orders is executed 
with the greateft readinefs and ex- 
peuUion. 


14. He maketh 
peace in thy bor- 


He 



16 He giveth 
fnuw like wool: lie 
icatetrerh the hoar 
troll like afhes. 


17. He cafteth 
forth his ice like 
morfels: who can 
Hand before his cold. 


18. He fendeth 
out his word, and 
melteth them : he 
caufeth his wind to 
blow, and the waters 
How. 

ig. He fheweth 
his word unto Jacob, 
his iiatutes and his 
judgments unto If- 
rael. 


20 He hath not 
dealt fo with any 
nation ; and as for 
his judgments, they 
have not known 
them. Praifc ye the 

I OR o» 
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He fendeth down from his clouds Sect.108. 
the flakes of fnow, for colour and 
foftnefslike locks of wool: he feat- 
tereth the hoar-fi oft or rime upon cx * v ^ 
the hills and planes like aftics or 
powder. 

He as it were hurls down his ice 17 
or large hail like morfels of viftuals 
or broken pieces of bread: who 
can ftand his ground againft, or is 
able tofupport under the intolerable 
effects of an intenfe cold? , 

He difpatcheth orders only, when 18 
human means would not accom¬ 
pli (h it, and fpeedily diflblveth the 
fnow, the rime, and the hail or ice : 
he caufeth his warmer winds to 
breathe upon them and the loofned 
waters again flow. 


The difplays of God’s provi- 19 
dence are univerfal, but he is pleafed 
with a peculiar kindnefs to exhibit 
his commands or condufl his difpen- 
fations for the benefit of the defen¬ 
dants of Jacob-, or folemnly to 
reveal his pleafure confiding of po- 
fitive inflitutions and moral pre¬ 
cepts to the children of Ifrad. 

No other people in the world 20 
enjoy fucli advantages ofrevelation, 
for underftanding the wayscf God 
and true laws of religion: through 
their own negligence and wicked- 
nefs fume nations hardly manifeft 
that they have a proper knowledge 
of the obvious plain rules of duty 
and virtue univeifally promul¬ 
gated. Be ye unfeignedly thankful 
ior and duly improve 3 our intftim- 
able privileges. 


O 3 PSALty. 

I ' 



A Paraphrase on the 



PSALM CXLVIII. SECT. CIX. 

/ 

4 

The univcrfe of being called upon to give thankful tejli- 
many to the divine perfe£tions and providence . Par¬ 
ticularly, the blejfed angels aud minifiring /pints. The 
hccvenly bodies. The meteors. Mills , trees, animals . 

Ail mankind . Efpccially the Ifraelitifh people . Title y 
Praife ye the Lord. 


Psalm cxlviii. i. 


Psalm cxlviii. I. 


Sect. 109. TTZHatevcr you are befides, as 
-v— ^ VV God’s creatures exprefs vour 
Psalm hirrheft regard and efteem for him. 
cxlviii. 1. Do you angels pay the Lord of 
ail an exalted homage from your 
glorious abodes in the heavenly 
regions : in the utmoft height of 
your habitation, celebrate his praifes 
who liveth and reigneth for ever. 

2 Af.'ribe everlafling' honour to 
him all ye his mefTcngers who bear 
through the univcrfe his high com¬ 
mands or are the minifters of his 
providence : magnifv the titles and 
attributes of your fupreme com¬ 
mander all ye his immenfe armies 
of intelligences who conftantly at¬ 
tend upon duty in your refpeftive 
ftations. 

3 And though you are not intel¬ 
ligent, nor can be fenfibly affe£lcd 
with his favours, ye fun and moon 
do ye glorify him in demonftrating 
his being and ferving his purpofes: 
all ye glittering ftars likewife in the 
light you convey tell his immenfe 
excellence. 

4 Ye upper regions of atmofphere 
which furround this earth proclaim 
his perfections who created you ; 
and in your proportion alfo ye 
p'arcrs that arc above them. 

Accord- 


P RAISE ye the 
Lord. Praife ye 
the Lord from the 
heavens: praife him 
in the heights. 


2. Praife re him 
all bis angels: praile 
ye him all his hofts. 


3. Praife ye him 
fun and moon: praife 
him all ye ftars of 
light. 


4. Praife him ye 
heavens of heavens: 
and ye waters that 
be above the hea¬ 
vens. 


1 
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Let them praife Accprdiqg to their different Sect. 109. 
the name of the fpheres let them all bring in tribute L r — v —»J 
Lord: for he corn- to the honour of God’s Omni- Psalm 
manded and they potence, wifdom,and benevolence; cxlviii. 5. 
were created. for on ]y comi xj an ded that they 

fhould exift, and the furprizing 
event of their univerfal exiftences 


6 He hath alfo 
eftabliftied them for 
ever and ever: he 
hath made a decree 
which fhall not pafs. 


or production immediately took 
place. 

He hath moreover, by the fame 6 
fignificaqt order given them a fta- 
bility and fixednefs, that notwith- 
ftanding their apparent muta¬ 
bilities and viciflltudes they fhould 
as to their properties and fituations 
be fecured or continue the fame to 
the diffolution of the whole fyftem, 
or final confummation of all things: 
he Jbath enaCfed a certain law of 
nature to which they are neceffarily 
conformable, and which fhall not 


7.Praife the Lord 
from the earth, ye 
dragons and all 
deeps. 


8. Fire and hail, 
fnow and vapour, 
flnrmy wind ful¬ 
filling his world. 


9. Mountains and 
all hills, fruitful 
trees, and all cedars. 


be ineffectual altered or difannulled. 

Let the divine attributes be ob- 7 
je£tively acknowledged, or appear 
fairly to be traced as truly confpi- 
cuous, in your formation and fup- 
port ye various inhabitants of this 
terraqueous globe: particularly ye 
fca monfters, dragons pr whales ; 
and whatever aftonilhing produc¬ 
tions are contained in the', whole 
profound of watery element. 

Likewife in the air, of exhaled * 
meteors, the blazing lightning, 
moulded hail, fleecy fnow and 
cloudy vapour; with the agitating 
whirlwind or driving hurricane; 
which in all the horrors they create 
or devaftations they make, only 
execute his fupremo pleafure, or 
perform what he enjoins them. 

The afpiring mountains and all 9 
the numerous hills of an humbler 
0 4 fi4C| 
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A Paraphrase on the 


JO. 


Sect. 107. fize; the lower fruit-bearing trees 
^ and all the lofty cedars. 

Psalm The an j ma ] kingdom alfo, wild 
cxlviu. 9, beaft which frequent the deferts, 
and all the herds and flocks which 
are fubjeefted to mankind; reptiles 
which move upon the earth, or 
feathered tribes that wing their 
courfe through the yielding air, 
n Among rational beings of a more 
eminent diftin£lion and capable of 
a more exalted fervice, in their 
different orders let them contri¬ 
bute their devouteft acknowledg¬ 
ments ;— Rulers in their more con- 
fpicuous departments and fubjedh 
in their feveral {rations; principal 
members of fociety in their refpec 
tive provinces; and all civil ma- 
giftrates or judges concerning the 
limits of property or the force 
of laws. 

12 All ages and fexejj likewife, 
vigorous young men and marriage¬ 
able virgins; the moft ripened in 
years and experience with the 


fimpleft youn^eft children. 

13 To the utmoft of their ability 
let them all concur in the impor¬ 
tant ferv^ce of adoring the un¬ 
bounded perfections and providence 
of thp, moft high God; for they 
alont are infinitely excellent: and 
thofe amazing qualities for which 
he is fo juftly celebrated, out-fhine 
every thing that is efteemed con- 
fpicuous in his whole creation 
whether in earth or heaven. 

Particularly he merits his people’s 
meft thankful acknowledgments, 
that by feveral remarkable fucceftes 
he hath raifed them from a con¬ 
dition of obfeurity to power and a 

refpeeft- 


10. Bealls and 
all cattle: creeping 
things, and flying 
fowl. 


11. Kings of the 
earth, and all people; 
princes and all jud¬ 
ges of the earth. 


12. Both young 
men and maidens, 
old men and chil¬ 
dren. 


13. Let them praffe 
the name of the 
Lord: for his name 
alone is excellent, 
his glory is above 
the earth and hea¬ 
ven. _ 


14. He alfo ex- 
alteth the horn of 
his people; the praiie 
of all his faints, even 
of the children of 
Ifrael, 
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Ifrael, a people near refpeftable importance: glorious Sect. 109/ 
unto him. Praife ye occafion of adoring homage hath'—* 
the Lord. he afforded to men, to men of un- Psalm 

feigned virtue and piety, even to cx * v “* -I 4 ‘ 
all upright Ifraelites ; a people 
compared with all others, who are 
as it were afar off, brought near 
to him ; and honourably diftin- 
guifhed for extraordinary privi¬ 
leges. Let us be truly eminent 
for the moft exalted praifes of an 
uniform obedience. 


PSALM CXLIX. SECT. CX. 

Publick acknowledgments to be performed by the Ifraelites 
in full ajfernbly with vocal and injlrumental mufick . 
Occafion feme conquejl or deliverances . Encouragement 
derived of the comfleatejl triumph over all the greatejl 
enemies . Title > Praife ye the Lord. 


Psalm cxlix. 1. 


Psalm cxlix. 1. 


P RAISE ye the 
Lord. Singun- 
to the Lord a new 
fong, and his praife 
in the congregation 
of faints. 


2. Let Ifrael re¬ 
joice in him that 
Einde him : let the 
children of Zion be 
joyful in their King. 


I N the higheft ftrains extol theSECT.no. 

Independant and Eternal Being, v—v 1 ^ 
The occafion is recent, and fing Psalm 
to the honour of its Ever-blefled cxlix. 1. 
author a new poetick compofure; 
and the applaufes which he merits 
in the great affembly of his fincere 
adorers and fervants. 

Let the Ifraelitijh people truly 2 
felicitate themfelves upon their pe¬ 
culiar relation to him, who hath 
not only created them as all others, 
but felefted and formed them for 
his moft perfe& and exemplary 
obedience with diftinguifhed privi¬ 
leges : let the citizens of Zion re¬ 


joice and exult in their being the 
fubje&s of a king, whofe throne is 
eftablifhed in righteoufnefs and up¬ 
held with mercy. 

Let 



202 


Psalm 
cxlix. 3. 


harp. 


4 For the Lord 


A Paraphrase on tie 

Sect. 110, Let them exprefs a rapturous 3.Letthempraife 

unfeigned gladnefs; and celebrate his name in the 
his eminent diftinCtion in the moft: dance: let them fing 
brifk and lively motions of the P r . a .^ e ? unto him 
flute-dance: let their voices tune, ""‘h‘he timbrel and 

the timbrel found, and the harp 
warble in the fymphony of his 
praifes, 

4 Such fignal glorious interpofi- 
tions demonftrate, that God’s ta ’ K eth pleafure in 
peculiar people ftand higher in his P?°plc* he will 
favour than that he will ever defert beautify the meek 
them: the humble and lowly af- w.th falvauon. 
fli&ed and opprefled fhall always 
find him willing and ready to 
hon^ir them with all manner of 
bleflings and mercies. 

5 Men of integrity and undiHem- 5* Let the faints 
bled piety, truly obje£ts of the be joyful in glory : 
divine regard, may further rejoice l et them ling aloud 
in the extraordinary difplays of a u P on thc * r ° e “ s ‘ 
moft equal providencecr the weight 
of glory to be revealed: they may 
ihout and fing upon their beds, or 
even triumph over their graves in 
profpeft of that light which isfown 
for the righteous, at an approach- 
ing grand period of renovation or 
the general refurre&ion. 

6 The moft exalted ftrains of a 6. Let the high 

noble panegyrick or triumphant t rat f (S God be in 
long to the honour of God, {hall the,r anda 

then dwell upon their lips; flow t ^° e , . wor ln - 

from tneir tranfported grateful 
hearts; and a power that is invin¬ 
cible appear exerted, or a fword 
that cuts down all oppofition bran- 
difhed in their victorious hands. 

7 To obtain a full vindication up- 7* To execute 
on ungodly pagans for all their in- ven g eance u pon the 
juries and reproaches; and by the heathen,/im/punifh- 

greateft fufferings to make the pro- n j^ nl u ^ on * e P eo " 
fane people fenfible of their crimes p 

who 



5. To bind their 
kings with chains, 
and their nobles with 
fetters of iron: 


9 To execute up¬ 
on them the judg¬ 
ment written: this 
honour have all his 
taints. Praife ye the 
Lord. 
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who have affli&ed and perfecutedSECT no*; 
them, - "v~— 

As perfe&ly at their mercy and ^salm 
doomed to lonely prifons or a lafting cx ^ x *7> ^ 
captivity, to load their arbitrary 
rulers with heavy chains, and the 
tyrannical lordly great with the 
ftrongeft iron fetters. 

To put in execution the righ-9 
teous fentence pronounced upon 
them for all the mifehievous and 
ungodly deeds they have committed 
and thereby marked themfelves out 
for deftru£tion: this extraordinary 
dignity have all the unfeigned ad¬ 
vocates of religious virtue conferred 

on them. Think not unworthily 

✓ 

of, but exprefs an infinite regard 
for the Ever-living and true God. 


PSALM CL. 


Celebration of God 1 s praifes as pr eft ding in heaven . De¬ 
ploying his power in the firmament or atmofphere. 
Wonderful in his works « His homage to be correfpon- 
dent to the attributes of his fupreme Majejly. Injlru - 

inerts of mvfick to attend y and every being that hath 
the breath of life to join in it . Title y Praife ye the 
Lord. 


Psalm cl. 1. 


Psalm cl. 1. 


P RAISE ye the 
Lord Praife 
Cod in his fanc- 
tuary: praife him 
in the firmament of 
}iis power. 


D O you ftudy to know ho- Sect. no. 

nour and celebrate the glo- v — 
rious perfe£tions of the Ever- Psalm 
bleired God. Acknowledge c ^- 1 • 
in truly exalted homage an Infinite 
Deity, as feated on his illuftrious 
throne in the holy and magnificent 
habitations of heaven: adore him 
for that ftupendotis difplay of his 
matchlefs Omnipotence, rhe efta- 
blilhed firmament or mod fixed 
jmmoveable atmofphere. 


Place 
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Sect. no. Place in the ftrongeft points of z. Praife him for 

- f view to magnify their author, that hi s mighty atts: 

Psalm multiplicity of fadts which demon- P ra *k him accord- 
z * ftrate him to be pofTefled of an ab- * n S t0 J?' s excellent 
folute jurifdiClion over all nature S reatne s * 
artd its laws: attribute to him titles 
and elogies that are correfpondent 
to his fupreme majefty his immenfe 
greatnefs. 

3 As exciting to an engagement 3. Praife him with 

or celebrating a victory, make the the found of the 
trumpet found forth his praifes and trumpet: praife him 
your joys: give thanks to him, l ^ e P^ ter y 

that are exhilerated with the fweet- an ar ^‘ 

eft melody of pfaltery or lute and 
harp. 

4 To extol his perfections and ex- 4* Praife him 
prefs your high pleafure, beat the with the timbrel and 
tabor or drum and perform the dance: praife him 

v flute dance: improve the harmony WI1 ^ ^ rm 6 e d mftru- 
to applaud his excellence with the 6 

viol and violoncello. 

tj Sound forth the aftonifhing per- 5. Praife him up- 
fe&ion of his works upon cymbals ontheloudcymbals: 
of a uprightly joyful tone; fo- praife him upon the 
lemnize the unfearchable wifdom high-founding cym- 
of his ways upon the loud and deep- * 3a ^ s ‘ 
toned cymbals. 

6 Let every creature in whom is 6. Letevery thing 
the breath of life, efpecially let that hath breath 

the worlds of reafon and intelli- P ra ^ c the Lord. 

gence in their homage and morals ^ ra ^ e ) e Lord. 

give teftimony to the power, wif¬ 

dom, and goodnefs of the Eternal 
Deity. The moft high God is 
worthy of and do you aferibe to 
him perpetual praifes. 

TJoe End of the Book of Psalms. 


A PARA- 
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paraphrase 

WITH 

NOTES Critical, Hiftorical, and Practical, 

* 

ON THE 

Book of PROFERBS. 


C H A P. I. S E C T. I. 

Moral fenteyices excogitated or collected by Solomon. 
Their defign to injlrttft in wifdom and virtue. Attend¬ 
ed to by the prudent . Neglected by the inconfiderate . 
Parental authority [acred . Evil communications to be 

avoided . The dictates of confcience and la tvs of religion 
to be regarded . The dreadful consequences of finally 
rejecting them . 


Chap. i. i. 


Chap. i. i. 


T HE m proverbs 
of Solomon 
the fon of David, 
king of IfraeL 


T HE moral compaiifons or-Stcr. f . 

proverbial popular obferva- 
tions, having in them a peculiar Proverbs 
dignity and excellence, which So- i. i. 
lomon himfelf made or colle&ed 
from others, who was the fou of 
David , king IfraeL 

The 


m /ft’D dominatus efi , means no more as a learned author 
exprefTes it, than a powerful or commanding fentence or 
fpeech. As a good fpeaker in thofe ancient times had no 
doubt a great command in their aflemblies; for eloquence 
is very powerful. The proverbs of Solomon arc called 
A lefbalim for no other reafon but for the weight and autho¬ 
rity, which they carry with them: for as to other things, 
we know that fome are delivered plain, fome in figurative 
expreflions ; fome in fimilcs and fome without. 
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A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. i. The great defign of them is to 2. To know wif- 
influence men, to know effectually ^ om an ^ inflruftion, 
Proverbs f 0 as anfwer all the purpofes of to perceive the wo«U 

Zw folid wifdom and virtuous difci- 0 un er an in S • 


pline: to balance and diftinguifh 
accurately thofe dodlrines or decla¬ 
rations, which inftruft in true pru¬ 
dence, or contain the rules of im¬ 
partial .rational judgment. 

2 To receive, as the earth does 
feed to nourifh and ripen it to per¬ 
fection, reftraints which a maturity 
of understanding dictates; the plain 
rules of truth and right; the proper 
plan of living and a£ting; the 
certain and unchanging laws of 
equity and an inviolable integrity. 

4 To excite in them fome degree 
of vigour and fprightlinefs, whofe 
indolence and remiflnefs expofcs 
them many ways to be impofed on 
and deluded: in young precipitate 
and inexperienced minds, a be¬ 
coming fagacity of temper and flui¬ 
dity of reafon. 

5 A thinking prudent perfon, who, 
apprized of their excellence is truly 
difpofed to thofe ftudies, will both 
diligently attend to, collect and 
greatly improve by the ineftimable 
ledluresofjuft morals and a proficient 
herein, or a judicious confiderate 
one, as the mafter of a fhip directs 
its tackling, will poflefs himfelf of 
all thofe talents and maxims which 
are requifite for the due government 
of his thoughts and atftions. 

6 To that degree as to be eafxfy 
able to form adequate ideas of pro¬ 
verbial eminent lentences, and of 
elegant figurative expreflions ; with 
the full import and meaning cf ex¬ 
preflions taken out of their ufual 

natural 


3 To receive the 
inftruftion of wil- 
dom, juftice, and 
judgment, and equi¬ 
ty; 


4. To give fub- 
tilty to the 
to the young man 
knowledge and dil- 
cretion. 


5. A wife man 
will hear, and will 
increafe learning; 
and a man of under- 
ftanding fhall attain 
unto wife counlels; 


6. To underftand 
a proverb, and the 
interpretation ; the 
words of the wife, 
and their daidc lay¬ 
ings, 
o 
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natural acceptation; the parables Sect. i. 
or aphorifms of mafters in moral 
fcience, and their enigmatical Proverbs 
queres, abftrufe points, or obfcure 1, 
pofitions. 

7. The fear of One of which and that truly 7 
the L o r d is the important is, that diftindl ideas, an 
beginning of know- impreffive fenfe, and religious re- 

i e f C> 'ca °° j* verence of the moft high God, 

flrudtioa. conftitu e the pr.nc.pal articles at 

the nobielt of all knowledge ana 
ftudy: but the corrupt and vicious 
ftupid and obftinate treat wife in- 


8. My fon, hear 
the inftru&ion of thy 
father, and forfake 
not the law of thy 
mother. 


9. for th ty /ball 
be an ornament of 
grace unco thy 
head, and chains a- 
bout thy neck. 


10. My fon, if 
tinners entice thee, 
confent thou not. 


ftru&ions and the kindeft admoni¬ 
tions with difdain and abhorrence. 

That you, my pupil, may aft 8 
a different part, do you (hew a 
due regard to the difcipline vour 
experienced father fees convenient 
to impofe on you, with plain views 
to your future virtue; and not un- 
dutifully difengage yourfelf, or vio¬ 
lently break loofe from that right 
courfe of behaviour, wherein your 
affe&ionate mother guides you. 

For fubiniflion to their authority, 9 
and a propriety of conduct and 
actions anfwerable to their rules, 
will be the greatelf obligation on 
yourfelf, and render you truly 
amiable and honourable: like the 
graceful ornamental addition a 
crown furrounding it makes to 
your head; or the publick noble 
diftindtion chains worn about your 
necks give them. 

My young difciple, if thofe who 1® 
are themfelves quite out of the way 
of virtue and happinefs, flatter to 
deceive and lead you into error, 
do not acquiefce in or at all in¬ 
cline to them. 


For 
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A Paraphrase on the 


Forinftance, if in order to feJuce, 
they infinuate the privacy of their 
Proverbs defigns and praftices as follows j 
1 11 ' aflociate with us and we will con¬ 
ceal ourfelves in fome fecret place 
to watch an opportunity of making 
a fudden attack to rob or flay : in 
the manner we (hall plant ourfelve*, 
there is not the leaft doubt but we 
fhall undiscovered execute our full 
defigns againft the inoffenflve and 
unguarded, who being confcious 
of no crimes fufpeft no danger. 

la As if the earth opened ; a whiil- 
pool drew them in, or even as the 
devouring grave does the dead, we 
(ball eafiiy and in an inftant over¬ 
power and deftroy them alive; we 
(hall fo entirely do it, without any 
thing remaining to deleft us, as if 
they had fallen into the deepefl: pit. 

13 And then the advantage, we (hall 
feize by violence, without expence 
or labour, all manner of wealth, or 
whatever is fcarce and valuable: we 
(hall (lore our houfes with the 
greateft abundance of the richeft 
booty or plunder: 

14. And as to dividing it, that (hall 
be determined by an equal lot, and 
your full proportion (hall be diftri- 
buted to you: allure yourfelf, all 
things are in common amongft us, 
neither does the gain and puife of 
one member preponderate that of 
another. 

15 My dear fcholar, beware of en- 
gaging in their courfes, or even 
continuing in their company: and 

if 


11. If they fay* 
come with us, let us 
lay wait for blood, 
let us lurk privily 
for the innocent 
without caufe. 


1 2. Let usfwallow 
them up alive as the 
grave, and whole, 
as thofe that go 
down into the pit: 


i 3. We fhall find 
all precious Jub¬ 
ilance, we (hall fill 
our houfes with 
fpoil: 


14. Cad in thy 
lot among us, let us 
all have one puri'e: 


15. My fon, walk 
not thou in the way 
with them ; n refrain 

thy 


n Refrahy a metaphor borrowed from flopping a body in 
motion, or hindering it from going on, Jjb i. 14. Keep, 
detain it flill in his mouth or palate, that it go no further led 
he (houl /1 lojfe the pleafant tafle. See 'Taylor Cone, in Verb. 
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thy foot from their if you perceive the Jeaft difpofition Sect. i. 
path. that way correct it; if you have --v— 

taken a fingle Hep defift, proceed Proverbs 
no further, i. 15. 

16. For their feet For whether they diflemble their 16 

run to evil, and danger or are ignorant of it, there 
make hade to ihed is a natural and infeparable con- 
hl°°d ; nedtion betwixt vice and mifery; 

and their feet run, or their paflions 
hurry them, to evil and mifchief 
that will in due time fall up¬ 
on themfelves: they are plainly 
in the utmoft precipitation to an 
untimely end from private re¬ 
finance or public juftice: 

17. Surely in vain One would truly imagine it muft 17 
the net is fpread in be with no other defign but to 
the light of any bird, fright away, not to take a bird 

which has eyes to fee, or wings to 
fiy; that the net is expofed, ftiaken 
at, or tolTed before the wind in its 
full view. 

And that they are laying fnares 
which cannot be effectual to trepan, 
blood, they lurk one who is warned by innumerable 
privily for their oi\.n exam ples of their final wretched 

^ ves * fate, to treat with abhorrence all 

their fuggeftions; but that they will 
prove to be only contriving their 
own ruin: and applying all infi- 
dious arts to inveigle and deftroy 
themfelves. 

19. So are the Vengeance will doubtlefs quick *9 

ways of every one p ur f ue them, who add to their 

that is greedy of enormous avarice a moft horrid 

gam. ta barbarity; and in order to poflefs 

owners thereof. themfelves of worldly advantages 

which they have no right to, com¬ 
mit murder upon its juft pro- 
pi ie tors. 

20. Wifdomcrieth On the contrary, wifdom like a 20 

w ithout,Ihc uttereth mafter of eloquence who has no- 

h er thing of his whole heart to conceal, 

Vol. JV. P nothing 


18. And they lay 
wait for their own 
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Sect. i. nothing in view but the good of 
"“V“—^ mankind, proclaims heavenly in- 
Proverbs ftruftion aloud, and as it were on 
*' zo ' the outfides of houfes, camps, or 
cities: fhe thundereth in men’s 
ears the laws of duty and virtue as 
they travel in the broad ways. 

21 With a fovereign authority fhe 
challtngeth their attention, in the 
principal places or moll publick 
ftreets, where there are the greateft 
numbers of people or the moll 
tumultuous aUemblies; in the gates 
that lead to courts of judicature or 
common markets: fhe dcclareth 
in the ftrongeft terms to the fol- 
ing purpofe: 

22 Hitherto have you miftaken the 
true ends of living? To what fur¬ 
ther date, O ye ignorant and de¬ 
ceived, will you prolong your errors 
and determine your affe&ions to 
vanity, fillinefs and delulion? and 
thofe who throw contempt upon 
the moft ferious and important 
matters, look upon their impious 
feoffs and ill-judged fatire, as the 
great obje&s of their delight and 
delire : and the moft heavy ftupid 
beings treat that confederation and 
true knowledge, which they have 
the greateft occafion for, with entire 
averfion? 

23 Upon my clearly convincing you 
that they are wrong and evil, alter 
your fentiments and meafures; and 
as the happy confequence, I will, 
like a fountain its ftreams, pour 
out my reafon and fpirit, truth 
and morality of religion on your 
hearts; or imprefs on your minds 
the pureft principles of thinking 
and adtion: my commands fhall 

appear 


her voice in the 
ftreets. 


zi. She crieth in 
the chief place of 
concourfe, in the 
opening of the gates: 
in the city (he utter- 
eth her words, fay¬ 
ing* 


22. How long ye 
fimple ones, will ye 
love fimplicity ? and 
the fcorners delight 
in their fcorning, and 
fools hate know¬ 
ledge ? 


23. Turn you at 
my reproof: behold, 
I will pour out my 
fpirit unto you, I 
will make known 
my words unto you. 



2 4 Becaufe I have 
tailed and ye re- 
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appear fo plain and familiar, that Sect. i. 
you cannot but fee their meaning v—y—• 
and own their infinite importance. Proverba 
For as much as, in direct terms 1 2 3 * 

_ , I have called upon in order to re- 2 + 

fated, 1 haveftretch- claim you, and, as if I was im- ; 
t J out my hand, and p 0 fing theheavieft burden,you have 
»o man regarded ; peremptorily refufed : with the ut- 

moft earneflnefs of a fpread out 
hand I have intreated, and no ears 
were ready, no minds difpofcd to 
give a ferious attention. 

21;. But ye have But, as unworthy of your ob- 2<j 
icx at nought ill my fervance, you have violated that 
tounlels, and would admirable fcheme of duties I have 
Ju ne cf my reproof: contrived for your perfe&ion of 

virtue and happinefs; have flagrant¬ 
ly relaxed all difcipline; and when 
I have tried all rational expedients 
to bring you to a fenfe of your 
miftakes, you would not ac- 
quiefce in or be convinced by them : 

26. I alfo will As a proper return, I who fhould 26 
laugh at your cala- otherwife have been your infallible 

I will mock fupport under all evils, will in effedt 
your fear ma ke fport of that crufhing cala- 
■ mity which totally ruineth you; I 

will laugh in derifion when that 
danger comes or that diftrefs is 
endured, which was the objedf of 
your mod awakened apprehenfions. 

27. When your When you are involved in the 27 
fear cometh as de- mod aftonilhing wrctchednels, like 
lolation, and your the fudden ftorming of a town, or 
dcltru&ion cometh tumultuous and entire devaluation 

as a w'hirl-wind; 0 f a country: when unavoidable 
when diftrds and extreme misfortunes, as it were, 

U ^" break you all in pieces with the 
* ‘ quickeft difpatch and the utmoft 

violence, like a fweeping tempeft 
or overwhelming hurricane: when 
you feel pangs like thofe of a 
woman in travail, your troubles 
p 2 quite 


nur>. 
w hen 
cometh 


on 
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A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. i. quite furrcunding and all fuccour 

»-* failing. 

Proverbs Then in their turn (hall they 
i. 28, 29. ca jj 

upon me, for afliftance but T 
will not correfpondently to their 
vocal addrefles; they (hall Life the 
utmoft importunity early and late, 
but they {hall not prevail fo as to 
retrieve life and happinefs. 

29 Entirely owing to their difregard 
of all moral ftudies; neither could 
the happieft opportunities with the 
warmeft folicitations, influence 
them to prefer the nobleft good of 
religious virtue, before the unmanly 
fordid gratifications of profanenefs 
and wickedneft. 

3 ° The moft feafonable beneficial 
inftru&ion did not fignify to them; 
the moft falutary repeated admo¬ 
nition was only infuhed and derided. 

31 The confequence is juft and na¬ 
tural, that the feed they have fowed 
in the tenour of their paft actions, 
(hould now come to be refle£ted 
on as the only fupport of their 
minds; and that they (hould be 
fatiated with the moft painful re¬ 
views of their own imaginary 
fchemes,they have followed in con- 
tradition to mine of folid and true 

. wifdom. 

32 For the obftinate degeneracy of 
the unthinking and ftupid, as a 
city is difmantled, (hall utterly 
overthrow them; and the long 
fecurity or uninterrupted courfe of 
profperitv of the wicked and in¬ 
corrigible, which they have per¬ 
verted only ferve to aggravate their 
final downfal. 

33 On the other hand, whoever 
obferves the letures of virtue and 

piety 


28. Then (hall 
they call upon me, 
but I will not an- 
fwer; they (hall feek 
me early, but they 
fhall not find me. 


29. For that they 
hated knowledge, 
and did not choofe 
the fear of the Lord. 


30. They would 
none of my counfel: 
they defpifed all my 
reproof: 

31 Therefore fhall 
they eat of the fruit 
of their own way; 
and be filled with 
their own devices. 


32.Forthe turning 
away of the Ample 
(hall flay them, and 
the profpericy of 
fools (hall defiroy 
them. 


33. But whofo 
heark’neth unto me, 
(hall 
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:UI1 dwell fafely; piety I prefcribe, (hall be fixed in Sect, i- 
and thall be quiet afltuationofunmoleftedfecurity;'-“ , ■“v ,-, " , — l 
/ioin fcir of evil* and (hall enjoy tranquillity and P rover ^s 

perfed freedom as to all apprehen- 1. 33. 
five fears, either in this world or 
that which is to come. 


CHAP, IT. SEC T. IL 

Acquifltion of ivifdom the certain effett of a fleady appli¬ 
cation of proper meafures to obtain it* The confequence 
fafety as to being corrupted by wicked and evil defignitig 
metty or ivanton flattering women . Virtue , happinefs , 
victy ttiifery . 


C n a p ii. 1 — 5. 


M V fon, if thou 
wilt receive 
my words, and hide 
my commandments 
with thee; So that 
thou incline thine 
ear unto wifdom, 
and apply thine heart 
to undtrlUnding; 
Yen, if thou criclt 
after knowledge, and 
hi toil up thy voice 
for undemanding ; 
if thou fcc’kcft her 
as filver, and fearch- 
clt for her as for hid 
treafuresiThen (halt 
thou undenland the 
fear of the Lord, 
and find the know¬ 
ledge of God. 


Chap. ii. 1 — 5. 


M Y dear young reader, who- Sect. i. 

ever you are, if you will v — 
give my difeourfe a favourable re- Proverbs 
ception; and as of equal value with 11 ' 1 
hidden treafure, ftore and charge 
yourfelf with my commandments; 
fo that with open and ready ears 
you attend to the inftruftions of 
wifdom, and enlarge the powers 
and good afte&ions of your mind 
to form confident clear apprehen- 
lions; ii as for help in danger you 
cry after a found judgment to guide 
you free from error; and raifeyour 
voice for true prudence to ftecr 
you fafe from precipitancy; if with 
equal ardour and impatience as the 
worldly minded does filver, you 
feek in order to find her; and with 
care and diligence, removing every 
thing out of the way as for fome* 
thing hidden under ground, fearch 
for her; then fhall you in its full 
meaning comprehend the religious 
reverence of the Eternal Deity ; and 
fhall difeover the nobleft know¬ 
ledge of the rational worfhip and 
P 3 uniform 
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Sect. i. uniform obedience of the moft high 

'-God. 

Proverbs For g rea j fountain of rcafon 

11 ‘ 5 » truth and virtue, who hath endued 
man with intellectual moral capa¬ 
cities, hath infeparably connected 
improvements with an honourable 
application: and whoever duly at¬ 
tends to the commandments he 
hath promulgated, will experience 
that they are fraught with fenti- 
ments of the nobleft knowledge 
and cxaCteft prudence, 

7 As parents lay up gold and filver 
for the benefit of their children, fo 
hath he referved the nobler treafure 
cf the reality and folidity, notfhew 
and appearance only,of wifdom, to 
men who deviate not from the 
plain rule of truth, equity and in¬ 
tegrity: as his fhield to the military 
man, fo certain a defence is the 
protedion of heaven, to them whofe 
habitual practice and fincere en¬ 
deavour it is, to carry all virtuous 
and amiable qualities to the greateft 
pcrfeCfion. 

8 He hath under his conftant in- 
fpeCtion and guardianfhip, men who 
prevailingly aCt conformably to 
the plan of true religion: and as 
his particular charge watcheth over 
them, the courfe of whofe lives 
{hews an eminent piety and huma¬ 
nity, or fettled defires to pleafe him. 

9 When you have attained to this 
excellence of good and virtuous 

affe&ions 


6. For the Lord 
giveth wifdom: out 
of his mouth comeih 
knowledge and un- 
derilanding. 


7. He layeth up n 
found wifdom for 
the righteous: he is 
a buckler to them 
that walk uprightly. 


8. He keepeth 
the paths of judg¬ 
ment, and preferveth 
the way of his faints. 


q.Then fhalt thou 
underhand righte- 
oufnefs. 


« Koerhcr in his lexicon at the end of Noldius's concor¬ 
dance the fena edition derives nii’* from a man, and 
.renders the noun, exigence,force , power, firmnefs . Jt carries 
a ftrong emphafis, and denotes reality, entirenefs, folidity, 
compleatnefs of exiftence. Pagninus interprets, he will re- 
feme for the upright effence . 
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ueii, and judg- 
iih‘i' 1, and equity; 
***• .every good path. 


jo.When wifdom 
emereth into thine 
heart, and know¬ 
ledge is pi enfant un¬ 
to thy loui, 


u Diferetion fhall 
prefer -1 thee, under¬ 
standing fhall keep 

thee: 


1 2. To deliver 
thee from the way 
of the evil man, from 
the man that fpeak- 
ctli froward things. 


15.Who leave the 
paths of upright- 
ncis, to walk in the 
way* of daxknefs: 


affections and difpofitions, then Sect. i. 
{hall you fon^i diitindt ideas and a*—-v——« 
moft accurate judgment of the Proverbs 
laws of truth and equity, the”* 9* 
genuine rules of right action ; of 
the moral levels and plain ftandards 
of things, which have nothing 
crooked or uneven in them ; truly 
of whatever any way contributes 
to perfection and happineis. 

When the principles of this 10 
nobleft art of wifdom, have pof- 
fefled themfelves of your heart, as 
their dwelling or manfion; and a 
diftinguifhing practical knowledge, 
as dainties to the palate, is truly 
delightful to your foul; 

The attachment? of your mind 11 
to fucli principles, or the deliberate 
fixed purpofe of your heart in fa¬ 
vour of virtue, confirmed by a 
feries of good actions, as a watch 
fet over, will fecure you from 
danger; your habit of weighing 
and balancing things which renders 
you fcrupuloufly prudent, as the 
ftrongefl guard, will keep you in 
confUnt fafety. 

To prevent you from falling 12 
Tnto, or to provide for your efcape 
from the manners and courfes of 
the evil difpofed and mifehievous; 
from the dangerQus man whofe 
loofe difeourfe plainly tends to per¬ 
vert the heart from God and virtue 
into fin and mifery. 

Who hath entirely withdrawn 13 
his thoughts and practices from all 
regard to the ways of an obvious 
plain truth and integrity; in order 
to walk in the perplexed and gloomy 
paths of ignorance and wick¬ 
ed nefs. 



To 
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Sect. i. To perfons of which wretched 
ftamp and character, it gives the 
Proverbs fincereft pleafure to be the abettors 
ll * * 4 “ and authors of uneafinefs and vexa¬ 
tion: neither is it ordinary com¬ 
mon iniquity that fatisfies them ; 
but they are in tranfports from 
having perpetrated the darkeft 
fcenes of the mod pernicious fub- 
verfive malignity and villany. 

15 Their proceedings are, more¬ 
over, diftorted and winding this 
way and that, as may beft anfwer 
their abandoned purpofes; to which 
they even proftitute virtue itfelf: 
in the round of their practices they 
plainly depart from every thing that 
is true and uniform dire£l and equal. 

16 Again, religious wifdom and an 
inflexible virtue will extricate you 
from, or eflfedlually guard you a- 
gainft the feducements of a lewd 
married woman; even from the 
fnares of an adulterous wife who 
infinuates her lafcivioufnefs by the 
fmootheft flatteries the fofteft blan- 
difhments. 

17 Who hath abandoned him to 
whom fhe was early betrothed as 
her partner, friend, and hufband ; 
and violated, as if fhe had buried 
in oblivion, the matrimonial en¬ 
gagement entered into with folemn 
appeals to the Almighty Being: 
pr hath utterly renounced that 
behaviour which is fuitable to a 
ftate of the greateft happinefs here 
below. 

18 She cannot be too ftri£fly guard¬ 
ed againft, for inftead of doing 

honour 


14. Who rejoice 
to do evil, and de¬ 
light in the 0 fro- 
wardnefs of the 
wicked. 


are 


15. Whofe ways 
crooked, and 
they froward in their 
paths. 


16. To deliver 
thee from the ftrange 
woman, even from 
the ftranger which 
flattereth with her 
words *. 


17. Which for- 
faketh the guide of 
her youth, and for- 
getteth the covenant 
of her God. 


18. For her houfe 
inclineth unto death, 

and 


0 Literally, the perverjities of malignity , the overthrows of 
ipifchief, or fuch wickednefs as turns up fide down or i$ 
perfeftly ruinous. 
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and her pathi unto 
me dead. 


19. None that go 
unto her, return a* 
gain, neither take 
they hold of the 
paths of life. 


20. That thou 
mayelt walk in the 
way of good men, 
and keep the paths 
of the righteous. 


2i. For the up¬ 
right fhalt dwell in 
the land, and the 
verfeft fhall remain 
in it. 


22. But the wicked 
fhall be cut off from 
the earth, and the 
tranfgreflors lhall be 
rooted out of it, 
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honour to an houfe or family; her Sect. i. 
habitation, as he will find who 
frequents it, fettleth or finketh into Proverbs 
the pit of death and deftruftion : lK 
and her courfe of life and manners 
to that wretched prifon, where the 
Repbaim , rebellious giants or enor¬ 
mous finners who perifhed at the 
flood are confined. 

So few that next to none ever 19 
recollefled themfelves after en¬ 
gaging in a courfe of this kind of 
debauchery : neither are they ufu- 
ally reclaimed, fo diredtly contrary 
to their former practice, to live ac¬ 
cording to the laws of religious 
virtue, leading to fatisfadlion and 
happinefs. 

If anfwerable to my fincereft 20 
wifhes, you determine upon the 
purfuit of wifdom, it is abfolutely 
neceflary both that you avoid the 
above temptations, and that you 
follow their examples who have 
uniformly adfed as truth and reafon 
dilated ; and ftcadily obfervethofe 
rules which men eminent for a c 
generous virtue kept inviolate. 

For as pitching their tents, per- 21 
fons of an equal plain integrity 
fhall obtain a lading fettlement in 
the promifed happy land: and as 
lengthening the cords and ftrength- 
ning the flakes, thofe of a finifhed 
virtue, truly excellent in all amiable 
good qualities fhall ftretch out, 
advance, or rife to the utmofl: 
height in all earthly blcflings. 

On the contrary, men of profli- 22 
gate tempers and reftlefs ungovern¬ 
ed paifions, fhall be debarred, as 
if they were cut off, from enjoying 
any thing in this world ; and as 

fwept 
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Sect. z. fwept out of it, the treacherous 
' faithlefs or perfidious fhall be to- 
Provcrbs t a ]jy extirpated. 

Ui 2 2i 

CHAP. III. SECT. HI. 

Healthy long l\fe y and inward peace effefis of virtue . 
The favour of God and man confequent upon praftifing 
integrity and benevolence . The benefit , of religious 
charitable duties: of affi'tftton: of wifdom above riches . 
Ver. I —19. 


Chap. iii. 1. 


gEWARE, my dear young 


Sect. 3. 

follower, of being forgetful or 
Proverbs negligent in the affair of my in- 
1 • ftruXions; but do you carefully 
retain in the fecureft place of an 
honeft heart, and obferve in all the 
aXions of a regular life, whatever 
I have enjoined you. 

t For you may promife yourfelf as 
the natural effeX of this conduct 
prolonged days, even many re¬ 
volving years of life and happinefs; 
with peaceful reflexions and all in- 
loanees of a growing perpetually 
increaflng profperity. 

5 Take for your conflant affo- 
ciates, or never ceafe to praXife a 
generous benevolence and the ftric- 
teft equity and integrity: as the 
nobleft ornaments or badges of the 
moft honourable diftinXion bind 
them about your neck; as engraved 
in lafting charaXers upon a table 
or plate, imprefs them deep upon 
your mind. 

4 Only fleadily aX in this manner, 
and you certainly enjoy the favour¬ 
able regard of God and man: and 
the perfeXion of all blelftngs which 

can 


Chap. iii. 1. 


M Y fon, forget 
not my law; 
but let thine heart 
keep my command¬ 
ments; 


2. For length of 
days, and long life, 
and peace fhall they 
add to thee. 


3. Let not mercy 
and truth forfake 
thee : bind them a- 
boutthy neck, write 
them upon the table 
of thine heart. 


4. So (halt thou 
find favour, and 
good undemanding 
in the fight of God 
and man. 
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can reafonably be defired of ex- Sect. 3. 
pe&ed from divine providence and **—■-v —— i 
human efteem and confidence. Proverbs 

5. Truft in the However, you are to lay your 111 4* 

I osd with all thine account of fecurity and all fuccefTes 5 
heart; and lean not f rom providence; in an abfolute 
umo thine own un- re ]j ance on Almighty God and 

er an mg. obfervance of his laws: neither are 

you by any means to prop yourfelf 
up with or depend for fupport and 
conduft, upon your own judgment, 
prudence, or policy at the neglcdfc 
and expence of thefe. 

6 In all thy ways In the entire feries of your atElions 6 

acknowledge him, and bufinefs, by a becoming piety 
and he ihall direct and moderation, ftiew how fenfible 
thy paths. you are 0 f the necellity of the divine 

afliftance and the obligation to 
obedience: and the God whom 
you ferve will render the courfe 
you are to' proceed in fmooth and 
ftraight, obvious and dire&ly lead¬ 
ing to the happieft iflue. 

7. Be not wife in Entertain not a fond opinion 7 
thine own eyes: fear overweaning conceit or high pre- 
the Lord, and de- fumption, of your own extraordi- 
part from evil. na ry p ene t ra tion and fagacity ; ex¬ 
press the utmoft religious reverence 
for the unerring wifdom of the all- 
prefiding Deity; and remove to 
the greateft diftance from places, 
where there is danger of commit¬ 
ting wickednefs and incurring his 
difpleafure. 

S. Jtfhall be health As an healthy found navel is to 8 
to thy navel, and t he vigour of all the other parts of 
marrow to thy bones. an j ma l conlii tution, and as 

marrow duly moiftening the bones 
is to preferve the whole fame in 
an athletick date; fo falutary and 
beneficial are the foregoing inllnic- 
tions for the mind, and fpiriiuul 
moral habit and temper. 


To 
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111 . 


Sect. 3. To give weight and influence to 
religion, and out of an unfeigned 
;,^ r °« er ^ S re ? ard t0 the Almighty, whofe 
minifters they are, and who has in 
his law appointed them to be this 
way fupported; devote fome portion 
of your wealth to their benefit who 
ferve at the altar: make voluntary 
oblations, and regularly bring in 
the firft fruits of whatever your 
land produces. 

10 This will procure the favourable 
regard of the common lord and 
benefactor, to fuch a degree of his 
providential bounty, that your 
flore-houfes fhall be filled with the 
gre^teft plenty : and your largeft 
receivers of the new wine from the 
pre/Ted grapes, fhall not be able to 
contain it; without giving way in 
a fudden and violent difruption as 
banks from an inundation. 

11 My imperfeCt frail follower, 
let me further advife you, not 
to harbour difagreeable miftaken 
thoughts of that divine difcipline 
of affliction which is defigned to 
prevent or remedy your errors: 
neither be impatient and without 
hope of fuccour under thofe fuffer- 
ings whereby a good God is 
fhewing you your faults; and de¬ 
termining to your full conviction 
the moll interefling and important 
affair of duty and virtue. 

12 For his affeCtion is rather to be 
inferred from fuch allotments, 
than his friendly regard fufpc&ed; 
fince he obferves where he corrects, 
iomething lefs pleafing, and like- 
wife doubtlefs fomething valuable 
and greatly improvable; as the 
kindeft of fathers chaftifes the fon 

who 


9. Honour the 
Lord with thy fub- 
ftance, and with the 
firfl fruits of all thine 
increafe. 


10. So (hall thy 
barns be filled with 
plenty, and thy pref- 
fes fhall burft out 
with new wine. 


11 Myfondefpife 
not the chaftening 
of the Lord : neither 
be weary of his cor¬ 
relation. 


12. For whom the 
Lord loveth he 
correfteth, even as 
a father the fon, in 
nvbom he delicrhteth. 
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i -. Happy is the 
man that findeth 
wjfJom, and the 
man that getteth un¬ 
demanding. 


14 For the mer- 
chandife of it is bet¬ 
ter than the mer- 
chandife of filver, 
and the gain there¬ 
of than fine gold. 

15.Sherrmore pre¬ 
cious than rubies: 
and all the things 
thou canlt defire are 
not to be compared 
unto her. 


16. Length of days 
is in her right hand : 
and in her left hand 
riches and honour. 


17. Her ways are 
ways of pleafant- 
and all her paths are 
peace. 


\ S. She is a tree 
of life to them that 
la) hold upon her; 

and 
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who gives him the greateft future Sect. 3. 
hope. 

That man is in the dirett road Proverbs 
to the moil fubftantial and lafting** 1, 
fatisfa&ion and happinefs, who hath 
in his pofleffton the true principles 
of religious wifdom: and he who 
is fupplied from the pureft foun¬ 
tains of the divine attributes and 
the reafon and relations of things, 
with a juft judgment; and habi¬ 
tually executes its fincereft di&ates. 

For it is more defirable and in- 14 
terefting to negotiate and purchafe 
it than to barter for filver; and the 
profit arifing from it unfpeakably 
preferable to whatever can be made 
of the fineft gold. 

Of infinitely greater value is it 15 
than polifhed gems: and all the 
various obje£ts of men’s mod en¬ 
larged defires, or whatever in na¬ 
ture is efieemed peculiarly worthy 
of them, will not bear to be fet 
againft, is but as duft in the ba¬ 
lance compared with her. 

As holding them ready in her*6 
right hand to beftow, fhe confers 
on her true votaries the moll im¬ 
portant advantages of health and 
long life, even a blefled immor¬ 
tality: and in her left the fubor- 
dinate goods of wealth and power 
fplendour and dignity. 

There is a fuperior inward fatis- l 7 
faftion and the nobleft pureft plea- 
fure in every ftep of that courfe of 
duties fhe requires: and the whole 
great road of habitual confirmed obe¬ 
dience is molt tranquilanddelightful. 

As the tree of life in paradife is 
elegantly represented, as created 
with fuch virtues as to perpetuate 

life; 
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Sect. 5. life; fo may rational hopes be con- and happy is every 
- f ceived of an immortality of exift- one that retaineth 

Pfoi/erbs ence f f0[n th e excellence of re- ^er. 

1U ' 1 * Jigious virtue: and that thofe who 
fincerely pra&ife it or who are con- 
ftant and ftedfaft unto the end of 
their days, (hall be eternally happy. 


SECT. IV. 

To the further honour of wifdorn or true philofophy the 
works of creation and providence conformable to its 
laws . Repeated recomrnmendation of thoje branches 
thereof which are fuitable to man's fphere of being . The 
tendency of their cbjervance to happinefs. Their title 
to the divine protection. Delays of equity or mercy , 
with evil litigious difpofttions forbidden . Likewife 
emulation of opprejfors. The difference in the divine 
eftimate betwixt virtuous and vicious characters. 
Ver. 19, to the end . 


Chap. iii. v. 19. 


Sect. 4. / pHAT you may further un- 
1 ——* A derftand the excellence of 
Proverbs thefe qualities, it may be added, 
iii. 19. t hat the P'ather and Lord of all 
in his formations and eftablifh- 
ments hath difplayed the perfe&ion 
of them: according to the plan of 
an infallible wifdorn the felf- 
exiftent Being hath fettled the 
ftrength and fupport the meafures 
and limits of this whole folid earth; 
agreeably to the exa&eft balances 
of a right and true judgment bath 
he difpofed and firmly Rationed 
the unfhaken and exalted heavens. 

20 Conformable to rules plann’d by 
■his own moil curious and adequate 
knowledge, as infants out of the 
womb, the waters ifTue forcibly 
from the bowels of the compact 
earth, and as cut and fhaped, are 

difpofed 


Chap. iii. 19. 

T H E Lord by 
wifdorn hath 
founded the earth; 
by underftanding 
hath he eftablilhed 
the heavens. 


20. By his know¬ 
ledge the depths are 
broken up, and the ' 
clouds drop down 
the dew. 



Be ok 


21. My fon, let 
doc them P depart 
from thine eyes : 
keep found wifdom 
and difcretion. 


22. So fhall they 
be life unto thy foul, 
and grace to thy 
neck. 


23. Then fhalt 
thou walk in thy 
way faftlv, and thy 
foot fhali not Hum¬ 
ble. 


24. When thou 
lieft down, thou fhalt 
not be afraid : yea, 
thou 
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difpofed into fountains, rivers, and Sect. 4. 
lakes: and the exalted clouds of'—v——' 
coagulated vapours gently diftil in Proverbs 
drizzling rains or the pearly drops i0 * 
of refrefhing dew. 

From a full conviftion of their 2t 
utility, indeed of their unfpeakable ' 
excellence, O my young learner, 
then be perfuaded to keep your 
eyes fo fteadily and conftantly fixed 
upon as never to lofe fight of them: 
as a charge of the utmoft impor¬ 
tance, guard the folidity of wifdom 
and deliberate purpofe of virtue, fo 
that your behaviour in no cafe ever 
violate them. 

As athletick health does to the** 
body fhall they produce vigour life 
and happinefs to your mind; and 
as enfigns of earthly honour to the 
neck, give the utmoft dignity to 
your deportment and character. 

Then, as to the affairs you have23 
to tranfaft and the whole com¬ 
merce of life, there fhall one ob¬ 
vious direff courfe offer itfelf, in 
which you fhall proceed with in¬ 
trepidity and perfedt lafety ; and 
whatever ftumbling blocks, diffi¬ 
culties or dangers may happen in 
your way, they fhall never harm 
you ; nor fhall you ftumble at, or 
ftrike and pain your foot againft 
them. 

And in your more relaxed and 24 
unguarded moments, when you 
throw your weary limbs on the bed 

of 


p Depart , feems oppofite to 1 and therefore as the 

latter denotes that which is direSi right flraight , the other 
mull declining, departing, turning afide: let them not de- 
pan, then have a condant eye upon or diredi the mind 
fixedly to tehrn. 



224 


A Paraphrase oh the 


Sect* 4* of indolence; you may do it in 
perfect tranquillity and without the 
.? rovcr ^ s lead apprehenfion of evil: wherever 
m. 24. j s y 0U ]j e down, as on the fofteft 
downy pillow, with your confcious 
integrity, you may depend upon 
the meft refrelhing {lumbers the 
founded fleep; and even if you die, 
of a blefled iefurre&ion unto eter¬ 
nal life. 

25 There is not the lead ground 
for any uneafy fufpence concerning 
unexpected fudden misfortunes or 
difafters; neither of that rufhing 
dorm of heavy vengeance which 
fhall break over and utterly lay 
wade the ungodly and impenitent, 
when the terrible event fhall take 
place. 

26 As the loins are the drength and 
firmnefs of the body, fo fhall the 
Almighty Lord be your fupport, 
deadinefs, and fecurity; and what¬ 
ever fnares may be laid for your 
feet he fhall preferve them from 
being taken and held in them. 

27 Proceed, never on any account 
of avarice or parfimony refrain or 
defid to perform a£te of humanity 
and charity; wherever you meet 
with objedfs that may reafonably 
expert them; and your power and 
wealth abundantly enables you do 
you bedow the mud ready alms. 

28 Anfwernotyourneceflitous neigh¬ 
bour or poor fellow creatures, re- 
queding fo fmali a favour, with frivo¬ 
lous excufes or tedious needlefs de¬ 
lays; faying, trouble me not at this 
time, but return at fome other when 
I am more at leizure and 1 will do 
what you defire; when every thing 
neceflary to the prompted bene¬ 
faction 


thou (halt lie down, 
and tby deep {hall 
be fweet. 


25. Be not afraid 
of fudden fear, nei¬ 
ther of the defla¬ 
tion of the wicked, 
when it cometh. 


26. For the Lord 
fhall be thy con¬ 
fidence, and fhall 
keep thy foot from, 
being taken. 


27. Withhold not 
good from them to 
whom it is due, when 
it is in the power of 
thine hand to do it . 


28. Say not unto 
thy neighbonr, go, 
and come again, and 
to morrow I will 
give; when thou had 
i t by thee. 
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faction is with you in the greateftSECT. 4. 
plenty. 

zi). Devife not Further, do not from any com- Proverbs 
v*il againft thy petition of intereft or rivalfhip of“ u 2 9 * 
litighbour, feeing he power, fecret envy or perfonal 
dwellech fccurely by pique and furmife, form underhand 
t^ cc ‘ ichernes of mifchief againft your 

neighbour; who lives in familiar 
converfe with you, and full con¬ 
fidence of your kindnefs and friend- 
fhip. 

go. Strive not with Enter riot into an open and ob- 3 ° 
a man without caufe, ftinate contention with a mild and 
if he have done thee peaceable lowly and humble man; 
no harm. who hath given no provocation or 

done no injury ; as is but too com- 
irion with men of power and wealth, 
meerly becaufe he is unwilling or 
Unable properly and refolutely to 
defend himfelf. 

31. Envy thou Suffer not the profperity of the3» 
not the oppreffor, injurious and violent, oppreffive and 
and choofe none of tyrannical to inflame your breaft 
his ways. with an ungenerous fordid envy: 

and beware, whatever are its ad¬ 
vantages, of ever preferring his 
proceedings before equity and 
mercy, arid imitating him in them. 
g2.Forthe froward For prevaricators with the laws 3 2 
is abomination to of virtue, or thofe who wickedly 
the Lord: but his depart from the plain even rule of 
ft-cret w with the integrity, in the divine eftimate 
righteous. are Jeteftable: but as if his counfcls 

were held over, or his fecrets im¬ 
parted to them, he hath the open 
and honeft under his peculiar pro¬ 
tection. 

35. The curfe of For a while they may feem to 33 
the Lord is in the flourifh, but the houfes of incor- 
lioufe of the wicked: rigible finners are determined by 
but he blefleth the the will of heaven to certain and 
habiutionot the juft. irretrievable deftruCtion: on the 

contrary he is unalterably pur- 
Vol, IV, Q_ pofed 
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Sect. 4. pofed to fhew the greateft favour 
where the pious and upright have 
Proverbs ^heir dwellings. 

iU ’ 33 * It is equally certain, that as on 
the one hand he treateth with dif- 
dain thofe who defieall admonition 
and redraint, on the other, he 
exprefleth a peculiar concern 
and regard for the contrite and 
humble. 

35 The truly wife and eminently 
religious fhall receive of the great 
Rewarder, a lading inheritance 
worth their ambition and of the 
nobleft dignity ; but unpardonable 
fools who are deftitute of all regard 
for virtue and piety, fhall in no fenfe 
he confpicuous but as their fhame 
is expofed, and their folly branded 
with everlading marks of infamy. 


3 4. Sorely he 
fcorneth the fcorn- 
ers; bat he giveth 
grace unto the lowly. 


35.The wife fhall 
inherit glory, but 
Ihame fhall be the 
promotion of fools. 


C H A P. IV. S E C T. V. 

Attention folicited to religious wifdo?n from its excellence , 
and bis own example in the early injlruttions given 
bim. The nature of thofe injlru&ians. The benefit 
premifed from obferving them . Evil company to be 
avoided . Virtue to be Jleadily obferved y and all the 
avenues of fin and temptation duly guarded . 


Chap. iv. 1, 


Chap. iv. 1. 


Sect. 5. 



O My fcholars, whom I regard 
with a mod tender affe&ion. 


Proverbs hearken to my admonition as to 
iv. 1. that of an experienced father; and 
give the due attention of open ears 
and unprejudiced upright hearts, in 
order to be fully inftru£ted in the 
rules of folid judgment and true 
prudence. 


H EAR, ye chil¬ 
dren, the in- 
ftruftion of a father, 
and attend to know 
understanding. 


The 



Book 

r Tor I give you 
good dottrine, for- 
i.ike you oot my 

IA\V. 


3. For I was my 
father’s fon, and 
tender and only be - 
W in the fight of 
my mother. 


4. He taught me 
alTo, and faid unto 
tne, let thine heart 
retain my words: 
keep my command¬ 
ments and live. 


5. Get wifdom, 

get undemanding: 
forget it not, neither 
decline from the 
words of my mouth. 
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The excellent learning I defire Sect. 
to communicate to you, comes re- ^ 

commended with the higheft autho- Proverb* 
rity of its own intrinfick equity and lVt 2 * 
reafonablenefs, flower of beauty 
and entire utility; do you never 
ceafe to purfue the right way which 
I direct of virtue to happinefs. 

For once I was as you now are, 3 
even a fon dear to him, and to be 
formed by the repeated lectures of. 
my affe&ionate wife father; as if 
I had been her only child, I was 
the object of my mother’s tender 
care, and conftantly in her prefence 
under her infpe&ion. 

As the trued teftimony of a mofl 4 * 
endearing regard, he alfo (hewed 
me in a familiar plain manner and 
with the greateft force what I was 
to perform and what avoid ; I can 
never forget with what energy he 
faid to me, —as a fupport for you 
take fad hold of my difcourfes; as 
a mod important charge fet a con- 
dant guard upon my religious pre¬ 
cepts, that you may live and be 
happy. 

At any rate procure, and as the 5 
mod important acquifition poflefs 
yourfelf of moral wifdom; as your 
abfolute right fupport the character 
of a diftinguiftiing judgment and 
true difcretion: on no account be 
negligent of or regardlefs about 
thefe matters; neither ftretch out 
to the right hand or to the left, 
beyond the plain direct line which 
my commands deferibe for you. 

0^2 As 


* Schnhevs renders florem feminis, i, c. dofirin# uberem 
tiir dower lull of feed or of doftrine. 
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Sect. 5. As to this religious virtue, with- 
1 - l- v~'draw not from her refolute and 
Proverbs ft e ady obfervance; and in anfwer 

1V * * (he (hall as the moil faithful guar¬ 
dian fecure you from evil and dan¬ 
ger; as a beautiful and faithful 
fpoufe admire’ and confide in her, 
and (he will carefully guard your 
fteps from erring or (tumbling. 

7 Religious wifdom, in order and 
dignity is the firft and principal of 
all attainments; ajlert your right 
thereof againft all oppofition: and 
as infinitely preferable to all other 
pofleflions defend your enjoyment 
of an inviolable prudence. 

8 Ciofely adhere to or highly ad¬ 
vance her in your efteem and re¬ 
gard, and in her turn (he (hall pro¬ 
mote you to ftations of importance 
and preeminence: doubt not but 
(he (hall render you refpe&ableand 
illuftrioufiy honourable, when you 
are greatly delighted in and entirely 
devoted to her. 

9 As adorning your head with a 
moil graceful beautiful chaplet or 
garland, (he (hall eminently dif- 
tinauilh you: as genercudy pre- 
fenting you with enfigns of royalty 
and a moil rich and fplendid crown, 
(lie (hall pour down upon you a 
profufion of the nobleft bleilings 
and glories. 

My 


6. Forfake her 
not, and (he Iball 
preferve thee; love 
her, and (he (hall 
keep thee. 


7. Wifdom is 
the principal thing, 
therefore get wi fdom: 
and with all thy 
getting get under- 
ftanding. 


8. r Exalt her, and 
(he /hall promote 
thee : /he (hall bring 
thee to honour,when 
thou doll embrace 
her. 


9. She (hall 5 give 
to thine head an or¬ 
nament of grace: a 
crown of glory £hal 4 
(he deliver to thee. 


r Exalt, Schultens from the Arabic interprets, of adhering 
as the interweaving branches of vines to the elm, wall, or 
(ides of houfes: the Hebrew fignifies to cajf up a read, mount 
or terrace: and likewife a bajket in which they carried fruit 
on the top of their heads. The fenfe feems to favour the 
former, and embrace her with infolded arms as p 3 fl fignifies 
naturally to follow adhering to her, denoted by bbD. 

s Give, the radix fignifies to give amply, bountifully in an 
unreilrained free manner. 
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Hear, 0 my My fcholar, as if you was my Sect. 5. 
fon, and receive my fon, I befeech you to attend to, 
i.nmgs: and the anc j obferve my fayings as worthy Proverbs 
\ i\ ir% of thy life lhall Q f a ]j acce ptation: hereby the years * v - 1 °* 

U many. of y our profperity and happinefs 

fhall be multiplied. 

,, 1 ^6 taught I have done and will direrSl you u 
thee in the way of in a right courfe of a&ion con- 
wifdom : I have led formably to the laws of divine wif- 
thee in right paths, dom: as your faithful conductor, 

I will engage you to purfue an un¬ 
deviating plain virtue and integrity. 

12. When thou I n which progrefs the farther 12 
goeft, thy fteps (hall advances you make, as on the 
not be ftraitned, and g rcate {l road, you fhall meet with 
when thou runneft, t h e f ewer difficulties, that like 
thou lhak not Hum- narrow pa(rages may ob ft ru £t or 

c ' retard your fleps ; and in your ut- 

moft expedition to reach the mark 
you (hall fall into no danger, be fur- 
prized by no accident, nor over¬ 
come by any temptation. 

13 Take faft hold As taking and keeping fafthold, T 3 
ot inftrudion, lct/vr do you perfevere with an inflexible 
not go; kerp her, refolution to improve that difei- 
for Ihe jj thy life. pline which tends to retrench evil 

deflre, or urge forward in duty : 
in no degree loofeu your hold : 
retain her mod facredly and invio¬ 
lably, for folely on doing this de¬ 
pend your life and happinefs. 

14 Enter not into And as to the corrupt and ab- ! 4 
the path of the wick- andoned pra£tices of ungodly wick¬ 
ed, and go not in e( j men never conform to them ; 

and if you fhould unthinkingly 
embark, proceed not in, nor re¬ 
ceive any impreflions from the 
pernicious fchemes of men of ra¬ 
pine and violence. 

If you have any connexion with 
not by it, turn from them inftantly break it off; dir 
it, and pafs away. not a f 00 t towards them: fuffer 

not yourfelf to be drawn in, but 

Q. 3 fl y 


-V - o 

the way of evil men . 


15. Avoid it, pafs 



17. For they eat 
the bread of wicked- 
nefs, and drink t 
wine of violence. 
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S E ct . 5. flyback from all attempts to do it; 
y - l-1 -' 1 and with the quickefl difpatch 

Proverbs transfer yourfelf into the diredl 
lv * * 5 * contrary paths even thofe of virtue. 

16 For fo conftant are they in per- 16. For they fleep 

petrating injuries, that no day not except they hav$ 
pafles without them : and fo intent d° ne mifchief: and. 
upon being the occafions of dif- “ ee P * s ta ^ ei> 

afters and calamities toothers, that awa / “ nlef % ^ 
they cannot compoie themfelves to 
reft and fleep, without the review 
of fome frefli trouble they have 
created. 

17 They even feem refrefhed and 

highly gratified with their enormous . 

practices as with their vidluals; and *» a E* . , nn * c 
as drinking the choicefl wine, com¬ 
mit thofe violences that diftraft 

others,and fometime will likepoifo- 
nous draughts fill themfelves with 
excruciating anguifh. 

18 But the rules of truth, right, and ?8. But the path 

goodnefs obferved in the general of the juft was the 
courfeof a man’s life, form a moft jhining ig ^at 
beautiful and linking refemblance inet *** 

betwixt fuch life and the morning ^ ^ r 

light; which when it hath once 

fhone out, continues more and 
more to brighten, till it obtain its 
utmoft height of meridian fplcn- 
dourj fo is the journey of virtue 
proceeded in with growing pleafure 
and improvement; till men arrive 
at the nobleft elevation of glory 
and fummitof a fixed immortality. 
iq On the contrary, the difmai r 9 » 7 ^ e wa / 
courfes incorrigible finners purfue ^e w^ked is as 
are properly rcprefeated by thick darkneli, they know 
darknefs; full of error and blind- w at t ey 

nefs they feem not aware to what 

crimes 


* Literally, when the day is fet upon its pedeftal or bafe* 
i, e. in its lofticft and moft upright fituation. 

j r‘ , : 



Book 


20. My fon, attend 
to my words, incline 
thine car unto my 
Jayings. 


it. Let them not 
depart from thine 
eyes: keep them in 
the midll of thine 
heart. 

2i. For they are 
life unto thole chat 
find them, and u 
health to all their 
flefti. 


23. Keep thy heart 
with all diligence : 
for out ot it are the 
iilues of life. 


24. Put away 
from thee a fro ward 
mouth, and perverfe 
lips put far from 
thee. 
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crimes and .what miferies, their Sect. 
headftrong paffions and moil dan- 
gerous proceedings are hurrying Proverbf 
them. lVm * 9 » 

I repeat my earned requeft to 20 
you, my dear fcholar, that you 
will difpofe your mind for a ready 
and ferious attention to my dif- 
courfe; extend your ear to hear 
the inftru&ion my words fhall con¬ 
tain in them. 

Place and keep them in the direct 21 - 
and ftrongeft point of view or full 
before your eyes: lay them up 
fecure in the inmoft recedes of 
your heart. 

For they produce new life vigour 2 * 
and happinefs in thofe who obtain 
and improve them: and fuch mo¬ 
derate affe£tions and virtuous habits, 
as are in the higheft degree falutary 
and beneficial to the whole human 
conftitution. 

You cannot be too fcrupuloufly 2 3 
exa<Sf and conftantly vigilant about 
the affections of your mind, and 
the impreflions that are made on 
them: for as life iffues from the 
heart and difperfes to all the parts 
of the body, fo have the inward 
difpofitions the greateft influence 
upon men's actions and their tem¬ 
poral and eternal well-being and 
happinefs. 

As the reverfe of moral wifdom 2 4 
avoid all hypocritical double deal¬ 
ing ; and mixing with your reports 
and difeourfe truth and falfhood, as 

Q_ 4 may 


u Healthy fignifies to heal difeafes of any kind, PfaL 
ciij. j, particularly wounds by outward applications and 
binding up, ver. viii. 22. In amoral fenfe to cure the mini 
$( vice and error. I/a, liii. 5. 
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Sect. 5. may beft anfwer feculjr ends, with- 
'— out regard to the good or evil right 

Proverbs or wrong there is in them: and as 
lv * 2 4- quite beneath a man, treat with the 
utmoft abhorrence all wilful viola¬ 
tions of known truth and certain 
equity. 

25 As the archer aims bis dart or 
arrow full at the mark, fo do you 
difpofe your eyes or all )our views 
into one ftraight line of virtue to 
happinefs; and as he levels or 
planes his eye-lids at the center of 
what he defigns to hit, fo do you 
by reducing it to proper rules and 
one undivided end, make the way 
of life even clear and perfectly fafe 
for you. 

26 As bringing a path for ypur feet 
to the greatefl exa&nefs by a level, 
thoroughly examine all the f ircum- 
ftances of it, and compare with the 
laws of univerfal righteoufnefs, that 
courfc of life and a&ions you de¬ 
termine to proceed in; and let 
your entire deportment be under 
the direction of a Heady integrity; 
or in all cafes fupport the chara&er 
and a£t the part of an honeft fair¬ 
dealing man. 

27 Stretch not beyond, or deviate 
not from the obvious plain rule of 
duty and virtue to the right hand 
or to the left: abfolutely in all in- 
flances without exception turn your 
feet afide from, or regulate your 
practice fo as to avoid whatever is 
morally evil, wicked, or mif- 
chicvous. 

CHAP. 


25. Let thine eyes 
w look right on, and 
let thine eye-lids 
look ftraight before 
thee. 


26. Ponder the 
path of thy feet, and 
let all thy ways be 
eftabliftied. 


27. Turn not to 
the right hand nor 
to the left: remove 
thy foot from evil. 


w Look right on, literally lie in a Jlraight direB line, look ' 
jtraight : i.'e: make the way of life plain even and 'fafe b'jf 
reducing it to proper rules. 
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CHAP. V, SECT. VI. 


7'v importance of religious principles to guard youth 
againji the feduftion of lewd women . Their arti¬ 
fices. The fatal confequences of being overcome by 
their allurements . Happinefs of a conjugal life and 
fidelity . Further danger intimated from harlots as to 
the divine difpleafure , the objlinacy of evil babit 9 
and natural effett of unbridled luft . 


C H A P. V. I. 


Chap. v. i. 


M Y fon, attend 
unto my wif- 
dom, and bow thine 
ear to my under¬ 
lie nding, 


2 .That thou may eft 
regard difcretion, 
and that thy lips 
may keep know¬ 
ledge. 


3. For the lips of 
a ftrange woman 
drop as an x honey¬ 
comb,and her mouth 
is fmoother than oil. 


A GAIN, o my dear fon, I Sect. 6. 

defire you diligently to attend ’"V—! 

to the nobleft of all fciences I am Proverb* 
inftrq&ing you in; and with a v * u 
mind that is moft impartial and 
open, regard the ledures of pru¬ 
dence I am laying before you. 

That your thought* and heart z 
may be deliberately and unalterably 
fettled in all good and virtuous 
principles and pra&ices; and that 
all your exprefjions may (hew in 
how fecure a keeping or under how 
ftrift an obfervance, you have the 
invaluable treafure of moral know¬ 
ledge or confcious integrity. 

Particularly that you may be $ 
guarded again# criminal pleafure, 
to which there frequently happen 
to be very ftrong temptations ; for 
the enticing difcourfe of an adulte¬ 
rous woman moft delicioufly flows 
like the fpontaneous droppings of 
the pureft honey from the fieve or 
comb; and her infinuating language 
to beguile unfteady youth, glides 
more evenly and fmoothly than the 
iofteft oil. 

t ( « * « • _ 


* Honey comb ^13 does not fignify an honey-comb but the 
fpontaneous droppings or ebullitions of honey from it: that 
percolated through a fieve is moft pure and free from dregs. 
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Sect. 6. But thofe who arc thereby en- 
K " chanted early find that it is into 

Proverbs min; the after ftate or latter 

** 4 -“ end of all her mod flattering arts is 
not fweet but naufeous and bitter 
as wormwood; not pleafant but 
flinging and painful as the keened 
fword that cuts on both fides. 

5 Her courfe direftly leads, and 
with a mofl profligate impudence 
(he violently .hurries them that 
follow her, into the remedilcfs de¬ 
finition of an untimely death: in 
the way (he carries them they lay 
fad hold of, as their only firm fup- 
port and inalienable pofl'eflion, the 
difmal abodes of the lowed (heol 
or hell of to. moms. 

6 And to prevent you or any one 
elfe, who (hall become her prey 
from reviews of their proceedings 
and any redraint in their crimes j 
her career is a mod precipitate re- 
verfe of the wa^s of life virtue and 
religion, (he has no regard for fal- 
vation nor the lead fear of God 
before her eyes. 

7 This being an undifputed faft 
whereof every age and place hath 
produced wretched examples, O all 
you who are inclined to know wif- 
dom, confider and aft corFcfpon- 
dcntly to what I am obferving; 
neither deviate from the rules I 
preferibe to you. 

To 


4. Bat her end 
is bitter as worm¬ 
wood, (harp as a 
two edged fword. 


5. Her feet go 
down to death, her 
fleps r take hold on 
hell. 


6. Left thou (hould- 
eft ponder the path 
of life, her ways are 
? moveable, that 
thou canft not know 
them. 


7. Hear me now, 
therefore, O ye chil¬ 
dren, and depart not 
from the words ef 
my mouth. 


7 Take holdon, the Hebrew (ignifies to take faft bald in 
Order to fupport, keep fteady or bold faft from falling or going 
away: then the meaning might be that fhe is a fupport of 
the intereft of hell and darknefs, but the fenfe feems 
rather that fhe retains as her property and pofleflion, fo that 
neither (he nor her devotees can have a chance of any 
other. 

* Moveable, devious, wandring, i. c. (he has no regard to 
the way or road of life. 
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8 Remove thy To avoid this greateft of all Sect. 6 . 
w av tar from her, dangers it is highly expedient, that »*J 

and come not nigh as turning back from the way in Proverb* 
ihe door of her w hich (he goes, your path be v * 8* 
b^ufe. removed at the greateft diftance 


from hers: and fo far from entering 
into any familiar converfe, that by 
not cpming near it you exprefs the 
utmoft averflon to and abhorrence 


of the door that opens into her 
houfe. 


q. Left thou give Left you deliver up the dignity^ 1 
thine honour unto and nobleft privilege of your rea- 
others, and thv years fonable nature, your liberty, as it 
unto the cruel. were to foreign tyrants for a con¬ 
dition of the moft abje£f bondage; 
aod your term of life to the capri¬ 
cious wills of fuch abandoned fava- 


10. Left ftrapgers 
be filed with thy 
wealth, and thy 
labours be in the 
houfe of a flranger. 


11. And thou mourn 
at the laft, when thy 
flefh and thy 1 body 
are confumed. 


ges as know no mercy. 

Left aliens to the common wealth 
of lfrael enjoy in plenty that fub- 
ftance, which is the efFe<ft of your 
bodily ftrength and vigour; and 
the utmoft exertion of your natural 
force be employed in and cpnfined 
to an houfe of fervitudeorprifon of 
the hardeft daily labour. 

And under the bittereft remorfe 11 
of mind and confidence, you fend 
forth at laft the loudeft roarings 
and moft hideous groans ; and are 
ready for forrow and anguifh, as 
the lion his prey, with your own 
teeth to rend and devour yQur flefh 
and bowels. 


j2. And fay, how And in horror exclaim againfti* 
have I hated inftruc- your own infatuation, declaring— 
tion, and my heart I wanted not jnftru<ftioo what was 
delpifed reproof? good f or me'to pra<ftife, but how 

fhamefully have Lnegle&ed and 

detefted 


1 77 >y body, fome interpret the partners of thee , of thy flefh, 
i, e. thy family are confurnefa 
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Sect. 6. detelled it? and my foolifh heart 
i. -v— ««> naufeated and difdained that ad- 
Proverbs monition and powerful convi£lion 
,z# which would have reclaimed me 
from evil. 

13 I paid no regard to the exprefs 
rules that were moll clearly (hewed 
me by the wifcft teachers; nor had 
I ears prepared to receive the ftrong- 
eft incentives ufed in order to en¬ 
force their obfervance. 

14 My incorrigible obftinacy and 
Ihamelefs immoralities were within 
a little of involving me in all man¬ 
ner of difficulties and fufferings; 
to that degree as to expofe me to 
capital punifhments; the fentence 
of the fanhedrim, and being (loned 
in the midfl of the congregation. 

15 As a proper remedy againft thirf- 
ting after (lolen waters or ever de¬ 
firing impure pleafure, honourably 
enter the marriage (late; and there¬ 
in as drinking from a fountain 
which belongs to you, enjoy an 
entire fatisfa&ion and produce a 
legitimate offspring. 

*0 Which offspring (hall then, as 
firearm from one fingle fpring iffiie 
forth in the greateft numbers, and 
form feparate families at a diflance 
from the places of their nativity; 
and as river? of waters extend 
themfclve?, (hall obtain fettled ha¬ 
bitations, profper and flourifb. 

F 7 They (hall Jive and be happy for 
yourfelf alone and to your particu¬ 
lar comfort and honour; and (han¬ 
gers or aliens (hall have no right 
in or pretence to them: as they 
not improbably may have in the 
doubtful fruits of all criminal 


13. And have not 
obeyed the voice of 
my teachers, nor in¬ 
clined mine ear to 
them that inftrutted 
me. 

14. I was almoft 
in all evil, in the 
midft of the congre¬ 
gation and aJTembly. 


15. Drink waters 
out of thine own 
ciftern; and running 
waters out of thine 
own well. 


;6. Let thy foun¬ 
tains be difperfed 
abroad, and rivers of 
waters in the ftreet. 


17. Let them be 
only thine own, and 
not ftrangers with 
thee. 


amours. 


Let 
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18 . I.ct thy foun- Let your fountain be had in a Sect. 6. 
lain be blefled; and peculiar efteem and honour; and 
rrioice with the wife rejoice over or truly delight in the Proverbs 
01 thy youth. virtuous agreeable wife, whom v * 

facred ties have joined you to in 
the days of your youth. 

19 Let her he as As the hind is reckoned amiable, 19 
the loving b hind, and the mountain goat gives an 
and pleafant roe, let high pleafure, let her ever appear 
her breads fatisfy lovely in your eyes and capable of 
thee at all times, and m aking you entirely happy; and 
be thou ravilht al- u a( jhere ( 0 her j n a ]J kind 

ways with her love. 0 f£ ces an d j n t he nio ft CO nftant 

and tender afTV&ion. 

70. And why wilt For what reafon can pollibly be 20 
rhou, my fon be ra- afligned why you (hould indulge 
vifht with a ftrange delire, or be carried away with a 
woman, and em- wrong paflion for an adulterous 
brace the bofom of woman; and exprels a falfe but 
a ftranger. ardent love for a filthy lewd one. 

2i. For the ways Efpecially fince there is no con-21 
of man are before cealing thefe crimes, for you are 
theeyesoftheLoRD, perpetually under the divine in- 
a.'.J he pond ere th all i pe aion; the ways men purfue 
hi goings. diredtty under the view of an Omni- 

feient and moft holy God; and 
he reduceth to rules or examineth 
with the utmoft accuracy the whole 
courfe of their lives. 


22. His own ini- Nor the leaft chance of avoiding 22 


quities (hall take the due puniQiment, for his degenerate 
wicked himfelf; and corrupt pradtices themfelves feize 
he lhall be holden an d hold faft the guilty perfon; 
with the cords of anc j ^i s fatal errors as in fo many 
^ ins * cords or chains, he is firmly bound 

as a prifoner of juflice in order to 
condign fufferins;*. 


23. He lhall die 
without inftru&ion, 

and 


There is no poflible remedy but 23 
he mull die and perifh, who will 

not 


The hind and young wild goat are faid to have been 
adorned with chains and garlands, and kept by princes in 
their palaces. Bocbart. Hieroz. P. II. L lit. C. 18. 
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Sect. 6. not come under the difcipline of and in the greatnefs 

~^ virtue, nor ever be reclaimed; of his folly he fhall 
Proverbs and which i$ to hjs eternal re _ go aftrajr. 

** 2 *‘ proach, in his own growing har- 
dened folly and ftupidity, he (hall 
be entangled and ruined. 


CHAP. VI. SECT. VII. 

Caution again ft furetijhip: and reafons for obtaining A 
fpeedy dijcharge from k. Indolence aroufed with the 
example of the ant: and its own effects and tempta¬ 
tions. Six or feven til qualities that are peculiarly 
offenfive to Almighty God, Ver. I—20. 


Ch ap. vi. i, and i. 

Sect. 7. 1%/TY young difciple, whom I 
*■ IVA would willingly guard againft 

Proverbs a H avoidable evil, admit me to 
Vi. 1, 2, a dvife you, that if you have lightly 
and unthinkingly infured the pay¬ 
ment of your friends debts; or 
joining hands with a Granger or 
his creditor have engaged to make 
up his deficiencies; you are led 
into a fnare by what your mouth 
hath declared: you are entangled 
and fixed in it, or firmly bound by 
.what your lips have uttered. 

3 Therefore that it may not prove 
pernicious to you, labour this point 
which is, my fon, now all that is 
in your power, without delay by 
exprefling the utmoft uneafmefs to 
extricate yourfelf from the danger: 
when you are thus indiferetely come 
into the power of your friend, either 
that he himfelf muft difeharge the 

debt 


Chap. vi. 1, 2. 

M Y fon, if thou 
be furety for 
thy friend, if thou 
haft c ftricken thy 
hand with a ftranger. 
Thou artfnared with 
the words of thy 
mouth, thou art 
taken with the words 
of thy mouth. 


3. Do this now, 
my fon, and deliver 
thyfelf, when thou 
art come into the 
hand of thy friend ; 
go humble thyfelf, 
and make fure thy 
friend. 


« Stricken thy handy engagements in ancient times are 
faid to be entered into by fixing the hand or hands of him 
who ftipulated in his hands who received the ftipulation. 
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debt or fuffer you to be d iffrefled; urge Sect. 7. 
him with your fears, or over-awe 


him with your threats; and (hew Proverbs 
your utmoft folicitude by exciting3« 
all your thoughts or fpiriting up all 
your friends to aflift you. 

4 Give not deep The event is not to be waited 4 
to thine eyes, nor for, nor any delays of time to be 
Humber to thine allowed, not fo much as to deep 
eye-lids. or in the lea ft (lumber, till the . 


5. Deliver thyfelf 
u a d roe from the 
hand of the hunter , 
.ind as a bird from 
the hand of the 
fowler. 


obligation be cancelled. 

With no lefs vigour of endeavour 5 
ftrive to obtain your releafe, than 
the dorcas ©r antelope does to free 
itfelf from the power of the 
hunter, or a bird from that of the 
fowler. 


6. Go to the e In whatever inftance you are in-6 
ant, thou fluggard, dolent and flothful, in order toihake 
confider her ways off the liftlefs humour or enervating 
and be wife: habit, confider the example of the 

ant; diligently obferve her way of 
life, and thence learn the wifdoin 


7 and £. Which 
having no { guide, 
overfcer, or ruler; 
rrovideth her meat 
in the fummer, and 
gathereth 


of a provident care and moft adtive 
induftry. 

Who of her own accord by meer7 and 8 
natural inftindt, and without any 
controller conftant obferver or ab- 
folute Lord to diredt infpedt and 
overrule affairs that concern her, 

in 


d The Dorcas or Antelope is reckoned the fmalleft of horned 
animals, with fine eyes, fwift of foot, and in great efteem 
among the eaftern nations for food. < Vid . Boch. Hieroz* 
P. i. L. Ill, C. 25. Supplem . to Shaw's Trav. p. 74. 

e Ant, the ceconomy and induftry of the ant or emmet 
has given occafion both for Solomon to excite the indolent, 
and the two latin poets to celebrate them. 'Vid. Virg. JEneid. 
IV. ver. 402, Herat. L. I. Serin. I. 

1 Guide, captain, leader, magijirate from V2fp to decide, to 
' ut cffOverfeer itifpeflor from IDltf to have charge and care. 
Runr a fleward, fub governor or tnajier over a Jlave, from 
/ t'D to Li*nimand t to lord it . 



» 

when wilt 
thou arife out of thy 
fleep > 
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Sect. 7. In the proper feafon of fummer gathereth her food 
prepareth food againft a time when the harveft. 

Proverbs ^ would be extreme difficult to do 
V1 * it; and in the happieft oppor¬ 

tunity of a plentiful autumn col- 
lefteth and ftoreth up all necef- 
fary provifion againft the fcarci- 
ties and inclemencies of an ap¬ 
proaching winter. 

9 How long then, O fluggifh 9- How long wile 
heavy man, who are endued with *hou fleep, O flug 
reafon and born tolabour and a£tion, & ara 
will you indulge a fupine negli¬ 
gence or thoughtlefs ftupid lazinefs? 
when will you who are continually 
admonifhed and excited,be awaken¬ 
ed as out of a dream to engage in 
bufinefs, or profecute fome laudable 
undertaking. 

10 Yet amidft numberlefs alarms 
and the loudeft calls of virtue and 
glory, you fay, I will deep only a 
little longer, I muft dumber for a 
very fhort time; but once more 
let me place my hands in the fofteft 
eafieft pofture to my bofom for 
deeping. 

11 By this means, with large fttideS 
like thofe of a freebooter Or foraging P over ty come as one 

captain,(hall thediftreffesof poverty travelleth, and 

1 1 / thv want as as 

come every day nearer and nearer 7 , 

J / armed 

you; and vour extreme neceffities 

prefs withfuch violenceasafoldieror 

man in armour that you can neither 

avoid nor refift them. 

Again, it is obfervable of the 


10. Tet a little 
fleep, a little Hum¬ 
ber, a little folding 
of the hands to deep. 


11. So dial! thy 


man. 


12 /\gain, it is obiervabie or tne 

manner of a proflieate mifehievous P er ^ on » 

1 ' m on 11; 


12. A naughty 

a wicked 

/* j r ^ _ man walketh with 

perion. a deii?nin£ injurious ma- f , , 

f. \ ° \ , • , a froward mouth. 

Iignant man, that in (peaking he 

has no certain rule of truth or in¬ 
tegrity; but upon different oc- 
cafions greatly varies from himfelf, 
and gives quite different accounts 

of 
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of the fame paflages or characters Sect.7. 
as may ferve his own vile purpofes. 
i } He winketh He exprefles his derifion and in- P rov erb* 
with his eyes, he fult, and actually flings and hurts o- Vi * 1 
ipeakerh with his thersinthefcUrrilousmotion, pinch- 
icer, he teachech ing or twitching of his eyes; there 
>viih his fingers. j s a 0 f common talk of hatred 


14.6 Ft’owardnefs 
is in his heart, he 
devifeth mifehief 
* ontinunlly, h; fovv- 
eih diicord. 


1 y Therefore (hall 
his calamity come 
fuddenly: fuddenly 
(hall he be broken 
without remedy. 


16. Thefe fix things 
doth the Loro hate; 
yea, feven are an 
abomination unto 
him : 

17. A proud look, ’ 
a lying tongue, add 
hands that ihed in¬ 
nocent blood. 


and (corn manifeft, in the geftures 
of his feet; he fheweth a peculiar 
acrimony, and keennefs ofmaligni- * 
ty by pointing with his fingers. 

The ruirr and defolation of others 14 
are what, he truly defires/m his 
heart; as an artificer his work, he 
contrives: and labours to create 
mifery and .vexation; as fuwing 
feed he is perpetually throwing out 
one thing dr other to promote de¬ 
bates and diflenfions. 

Therefore as is perfectly right it 1 5 
fhould, tyithout his perceiving or 
in the leaft expecting it, (hall fudden 
and extirminating deftru&ion befol 
him; in a moment like a potter’s 
vefl'el, (hull he for a warning to 
mankind be broken in pieces, 
never to be repaired. 

Further, the fix following bad 
qualities are peculiarly offenfive to 
the good and Eternal God; yea, 
feven may be related that are the 
objects of his entire abhorrence. 

Eyes lifted up with arrogance 17 
and looking about with difdaln ; 
tongues which deceive men’s truft 
or difappoint their hopes; and 
hands or power which fhould de¬ 
fend the innocent, that are perverted 



b Frowardnefs , the Heb. radix fignifies to turn up fide down, 
to fubvert or deftroy to the foundation , and fome underfiand 
the paffage of his virtue and religion a9 eradicated or utterly 
renounced. 


Vql. IV. 


to 


R 
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Sect. 7. to (bed their blood, or any way take 
away their lives. 

'Proverbs An heart which formeth the 
tr. .17,1 'ujoft perfeCt fchemes, counting 
moft exactly the coft, of iniquity 
and mifery; feet that be fwift and 
exprefs the utmoft ardour of defue 
and endeavour to perpetrate feenes 
of evil and ruin; 

19 A falfc witnefs, who whether in 
private reports or publick tefti- 
monies, uttereth known untruths 
with the greateft ftrength and 
vehemence; or a moft audacious 
impudent daring liar: and he that 
renouncing all fecial regards, fo- 
menteth animolities and conten¬ 
tions among perfons who are con¬ 
nected by their family religion or 
nation. 


18. An heart 
that devifeth wicked 
imaginations, feet 
that be fwift in run¬ 
ning to mifduef; 


19. A falfe witnefs 
that fpeaketh lies, 
and him that foweth 
difeord among bre¬ 
thren. 


S E C T. VIII. 

Admonition to be eficemed as rich treafures and the moft 
Jhining ornaments . The benefit direction and fecurity 
arfingfrom it. Efpecially the prefervation from the 
enticing flatteries and wanton charms of an whorijh 
woman . Confequences of lewd intrigues , beggary , guilty 
infamy and the moftviolent profecution <f the jealous 
injured hufband. Ver. 20, to the end . 


Chap. vi. 20. 


Chap. vi. 20 . 


Sect.'S. ^ I v O avoid the forementioned 

t——v*—-L evils and Hill further ones, 

Proverbs my beloved fon, keep inviolate the 
• • • * 

yiu. 20. moral precepts of your experienced 
father; and difmifs not your re¬ 
gard to the prudent counfels of 


your affedionate mother. 

1 As an ornamental bandage 
fixed to and continually wore on 
the "bteaft, imprefs them fo deep 
on your heart that they cannot be 

feparated 


M Y fon, keep 
thy father’s 
commandment, and 
for Hike not the law 
of thy mother. 


21. Bind them 
continually upon 
thine heart, and tie 
them about thy 
neck. 



Bwk 


t z . When thou 
go*.it, it (hall lead 
Ihce; when thou 
llcepe/l, it (hall keep 
thee ; and when thou 
Awaked, it (hall talk 
with thee. 


23. For the com¬ 
mandment is a lamp; 
and the law is light. 
*nd reproofs of in- 
11 ruftion art the 
of lile : 


24. To keep thee 
from the evil wo¬ 
man, from the flat¬ 
tery of the tongue 
of a (Lange woman. 


2;. Lull not after 
her beauty in thine 
heart; neither let her 
take thee with her 
ey e-lids. 
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feparated from it; as gold chains Sect. S. 
or necklaces of pearls wreathed —y— 
about your neck, efteem their ob- Proverbs 
fervance your true dignity and moll vi. 
eminent diftin&ion. 

If you be not negligent but thus 22 
folicltous about them, when you> 
walk abroad upon whatever con¬ 
cerns, they will be prefent with 
moil wifely to direCt you: when 
wearied with exercife nature courts 
the relief of foft (lumbers though 
on a grafly pillow, as ever vigilant 
guards they will watch over to 
keep you from danger; and when 
you awake they (hall afford fub- 
jp&s for you freely to expatiate on, 

Which way foever you incline to 
for the benefits of the air and of 
contemptation. 

You will not want a certain 23 
guidance, for the rules of virtue 
iefemble a blazing lamp ; the law 
of religion is as the (Lining light; 
and the convictions of reafon re- 
fpeCting the folid grounds of aCtion, 
clearly (liew that the paths of virtue 
lead to life and happinefs. 

Amongft other inftances of their 2 4 
incomparable^jrreCtion, if you duly 
attend to them, they will effec¬ 
tually preferve you from the feduc- 
tion of the wickedeft of her fexj 
from the mod dangerous flattery 
cf the fmooth tongue of an adul¬ 
terous woman. 

Let not your affeCtions be capti- 25 
vated or carnal defifes inflamed 
with any imaginable charms of her 
perfon: neither be you entangled 
with the nets and fnares that her 
eye-lids, and natural beauty or ex- 
quiftte art contain, 

R 2 For, 
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Sect. 8 . For, on account of and by being 26. For by mean* 
devoted to a whorifh woman too of a whorilh woman. 
Proverbs niany have been reduced to fuch JS brought to a 

Vl * 2 * neceflities as hardly to have a piece P| ece of bread : and 
of bread; and the vile adulterefs * e ^ulterefs wiU 
will not fail to life all artifices, to ^ ^ the precious 
draw the precious foul into har¬ 
dened fin and irretrievable de- 
ftru<£lion. 

27 And is her infatuated votary 27. Gan a man 
likely to efcape without the greateft take fire in his bofom 
damage? Can a man take fire from anc * his clothes not 
the hearth and fill his bofom, and be burnt ? 
at the fame time his clothes not be 
burnt? 

-8 Can any one walk barefoot upon 28. Can one go 
the hotteft embers or burning coals, upon hot coals and 
and his feet not be imprefTed his feet not be burnt? 
fcorched and violently pained with 
them ? 


29 No more can he be fafe who 29. So he that 
carries on lewd intrigues, or has goeth in to his neigh- 
criminal converfation with his hour’s wife: who- 
neighbour’s wife : whoever in an f°ever toucheth her, 
impure and unlawful way touches ^ a ^ not he innocent, 
her, {hall- not be either free from 

guilt or punifbment. 

30 Is the flighted theft under cir- 30. Men do not 

cumftancesof the greatest neceiBty ^efpife a thief, if he 
wholly negledled or overlooked ? t0 fatisfy his 

Do they not account it difhonour- foul when heishun* 
able and vile to pilfer the property S r 7 - 

of another for fuftenance,even when 
the thief is Simulated to it by ab- 
folute want, and it is done only 


to apptafe a inoft craving hunger? 1 

31 And if he happen to be detected 3 1 • But if he be 
and apprehended he fhall be obliged fo unc ^» he fhall re* 
to make ample reparation or full foven fold, he 
fatisfa&ion to the owner: and if he „ a \, e r 

have not the ability, yet he lhail de¬ 


liver up whateverhe is any way pof- 
feiTed of, or fubmithimfeU entirely to 


the 



J ~ 
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the mercy of him whom he hath Sect. 8. 
injured. ^ 

But whofo Still more utterly mexcufable is Proverbs 
• nnimicreth adultery the foul adulterer, who in the gra- Vl - 3 l » 3 2, 
w ith a woman, lack- tification of his abandoned lull 
c h underflanding: extinguifhes all good principles, or 
he* that doeth it, forfeits all title to rcafon and virtue; 

no one will commit t"his crime that 
is not prepared for the greateft 
enormities, deferving of condign 
punidiment, and actually murders 
all rational thought and reflection 


doeth 
deftroyeth his own 
foul. 


3 A wound and 
J.fhonour fhall he 
get, and his reproach 
iltall not be wiped 
away. 

34. For jealoufy 
i< the rage of a man : 
therefore he will not 
fpare in the day of 
vengeance. 

O 


3 5. He will rot 11 
regard any ranlom, 
neither will he reft 
content, though thou 
g've many gifts. 


all moral hopes and fears. 

He (hall meet with feme ftriking 3 3 
calamity like the plague of leprofy, 
and publick mark of infamy as 
branded with an hot iron ; neither 
fhall the ftain and fcandal ever be 
wiped off his ruined chara&er. 

For a man of fpirit dishonoured, 34 
and inflamed with jealoufy, is fo 
all on fire that he cannot be ex¬ 
piated: confequently, when he 
avengeth himfelf it will be with 
the utmoft violence; like the 
drongeft poifon creating or inflict¬ 
ing the fevered pain and torture. 

He will not in this inftance re- 55 
gard or efteem any poflible price as 
an equivalent, or ranfom- money as 
a valuable confideration ; neither 
will he acquiefce or red fatisfied 
though you multiply your gifts or 
prefents to conciliate his favour. 


* Literally, he will not accept the faces of any expiation, 
i i. not be favourable and gracious, not accept'or efteem 
any thing a ranfom. See Gen. xix zi. Job xlii. 9. 
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CHAP. VII. SECT. IX. 

The diligent Jludy and hahituul prall ice of virtue recom¬ 
mended, as a prefervative againji incont'mency . An 
impudent adulterefs and a fauntering foolijh youth re- 
prefented. Reflections and admonitions raifed from the 
latter s ruin . 


Chap. vii. 1. 


Chap. vii. v. 


Sect. 9. °f the greateft infeli- 

v——v—-J CJ cities mankind are incident to 
Proverbs being the effect of their own ne- 
vii. 1. gligende inattention or forget- 
fulnefs, I would advife you, my 
young learner, in order to fhun 
them, to have a conftant eye to the 
truth I have fpoken; and as a re- 
ferve for all fitting occafions, keep 
in readinefs the moral rules truly 
grounded on the divine laws, which 
I have preferibed to you. 

2 Only obferve fcrupuloufly what 
I have conflituted to be the mea- 
fures of your aitions, and doubt not 
living happily: and my plain direc¬ 
tions what is incumbent upon you, 
with equal care and folicitude that 
you may behave well, as you do 
the pupil of the eye that you may 
fee right. 

3 That they may always be in 
your view, bind them as a fignet 
to your hand, make them faft as 
rings to your fingers; inferibe them 
in ftrong characters on the table of 
your heart, that they may adorn 
your life with all the branches of a 
generous and ftedfafl virtue, 

4 As intimately connected with 
the nobleft fcience of religious wif- 
dom, fay thou art dear to me as 
jay fitter; and as moft familiarly 

acquainted 


M y fon, keep 
my words, 
and lay up my 
commandments with 

# 1 

thee. 


2. Keep my eon) 
mandmentsand live 
and my law as the 
apple of thine eye. 


2. Bind them up 
on thy fingers, writ 
them upon the table 
of thine heart. 


4. Say unto wif 
dom. Thou art m} 
filler; and call un¬ 
demanding thy kinf 
woman: 
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acquainted with the exa£left pru- Sect. 8 . 
dence ftile her your near kinf- ^ J 
WQtnaQ. Proverb* 

That they That they may eflablifh and v “- 4 * 5 * 
ni3> keep thee frqm guard y6ur refolutions againft all 
he 11 range woman, jins and temptations; particularly 
from the Rranger th 0 f e to which you are obnoxious 
*rbub 1 flattereth f rom infamous women; from 
her wor s. foreign out-landifh wives or adui- 

terefles of your own nation, who 
divide their words in the moil art¬ 


ful manner, or place them in the 
mod engaging form to attract and 
decoy you. 

6. For at the A fad example whereof I lately 6 
w ; ndow of my houfc had prefented to me: for Handing 

I looked through at t he window of my houfe, I pro- 
niy cafement. jeftcd my neck to look forward 

through my cafement, fo contrived 
as to let in the cool refrefhing air. 

7. And beheld And obferved amongft the num- 

among the fimple bers of weak and filly people who 
.^nes. I difccrned a- crouded the ftreets; indeed could 
inong the youths, a n0 ^ km mark out among the rifing 
voung man void of generationof young perfons, a par- 
taJerUaiuing ticular youth who was more than 

ordinarily deficient in reflexion and 
fteadinefs. 


8. Pafling through Pie was feemingly infenfible of8 
the ftreet near her all danger pafling through the ftreet 
corner, and he went near her corner which fhe fre- 

tI k* way to her quent ed, or near the front of her 
^‘ ou k’ houfe; and with large ftrides of a 

fearlefs boldnefs proceeded in the 
way that leadeth to it. 

9. In the twilight, He has often done this, or events 9 

In the evening, in of this kind have frequently- hap- 
the black and dark pened as was feaforiable for them; 
m £ hc - in the dufk of morning, or when 

R 4 the 


* 

1 Flatteretb % kc, the radix fignifies to divide into pares or 
fharej, to place in orders or.clailes; by which artful placing 
then flu* attrafted men. 
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Sect. 9. the evening twilight invited; at 
midnight,^and when the night has 
Proverbs been moft obfcure even totally 
9 - dark. . 

io And behold there haded to give 
him the meeting, a woman adorn¬ 
ed after the fhewy manner peculiar 
to proftitutes, and thoroughly artful 
to conceal her real views with pre¬ 
tences of love and kindnefs. 

it As the raging fea fhe is noify 
and clamorous, and as an untrac- 
table heifer refradfory and ob- 
ftinate; averfe to all domeftick 
bufinefs and utterly impatient of 
confinement. 

12 One while fhe is on the outfides 
of houfes or of the town, another 
in the publick ftreets or about the 
gates of the city ; and like a fecret 
thief or lurking robber, watches 
opportunities at every corner to 
allure and deflroy. 

Upon one offering of the above 
mentioned unthinking filly youth 
{he readi'v embraced it; joined 
him in the clofeft union, and im- 
prefled upon his lips the fondeft 
kilfes, and with the ftrongeft afpeit 
of a moft fhamelefs impudence 
uttered herfelf as follows: 

14 Peace-offerings, being the re¬ 
mains of what I have in a liberal 
and thankful return for his mercies 
facrificed to the Lord, and fuffi- 
cient to ferve up an elegant enter¬ 
tainment, 


the 


to. And behold, 
there met him a 
woman with the k 
attire of an harlot, 
and fubtlc of heart. 


ii. She is loud 
and ftubborn, her 
feet abide not in her 
houfe. 


12. Now is Jhe 
without, now in the 
ftreets, and lieth in 
wait at every corner. 


13. So fhe caught 
him and kifTed him, 
and with an im¬ 
pudent face faid un¬ 
to him. 


14- I ha<vt peace- 
offerings with me, 
this day have I paid 
my vows. 


k Attire of an harlot , common proftitutes were known 
among the jfwj by the peculiar habit they wore: particu¬ 
larly they had nothing upon their heads ; and painted their 
eye brows with fllbium , which delated the hair and made 
the eye5 look black and beautiful. Lnv. Heb. Antiq . Vol. 
III. p. 239.' 
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tainment, are with me to be feafted Sect. 9. 
on; with all becoming folemnity I 
have this day pay’d my vows, re- Proverb* 
lative to an inftance of extraordi- vu * * 4 - 


15.Therefore came 
I forth to meet thee, 
diligently to feek 
thy face, and I have 
found thee* 


nary devotion. 

Being fo richly provided, I have 15 
endeavoured to render myfelf ac¬ 
ceptable, and appear abroad on pur- 
pofetomeet with you ; have omitted 
nothing of a moft diligent fearch 
in order to come at the favour of 


your pleafing perfon; and happy I 
do efteem myfelf, that it has not 
been in vain, but I have found you, 
who are the only one I wifti to be 
my gueft. 

16. 1 have deckt I have adorned my bed with *6 
my bed with cover- curious coverings or hangings of 
ings oftapeftry,with the richeft tapeftry; the carvings 
carved works, with are inimitable, or the colours moft 
fine linen of Egypt, beautifully variegated, and the li¬ 
nen above all others admired, being 
the genuine manufacture of Egypt . 

17. I have per- Ihavefprinkled,lhakingthehand ! 7 

famed my bed with or box and (bedding it all over, 
myrrh, 1 aloer, and m y bed w [ t b the fweeteft odours 
cinnamon. of myrrh, wood of aloes of Syria y 

and cinnamon. 

18. Come, let us Therefore come and make not* 
take our fill of love delay, let us be fatisfied and in- 
until the morning, toxicated with loves until the morn- 
let us folace our- ing; let us rejoice and triumph 
fclves with loves. with exultation in our loves. 

There 


1 Aloes, the moft probable account is that it was not the 
common aloes which has a bad fmell, nor yet agallocf^ or 
xylaloes, which grows not ii> Arabia , hpt in the Eafl Indies, 
where it feems to have been too fcarce for David's, or 
Solomon $ fleet to have brought any quantity of - it: but the 
wood of aloes of Syria, Rhodes or Candia: which is a little 
fhrub covered with prickles; of the wood of which per¬ 
fumers having taken off the bark give a confiftency to their 
perfumes, which otherwife would be too thin and liquid. 
See Efay for a new Tran fat ion of the Bible , p. 262. 
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Sect, 9. There is no manner of danger, 
n,.,— v — . t for nny hufband is. not at his houfe, ® 
Proverbs he is gone a long way off ail can- 
vii. 19. not very (oon return. ^ 

20 Neither did he defign to do it. 


19. For the good 
man is not at home, 
he is gone a long 
journey; 

zo. He hath taken 


for to defray his expences he hath a bag of money with 
taken a purfe of moneys and is not £ lin> tind yt , come 
to be expeaed home before the h °P“ t the day ap " 
new moon; or the day appointed ** 
for the extraordinary folemnities of 
our holy religion. 

1 With her mod acceptable 21.With her much 

inchanting words repeated and fhirfpeechlhecaufed 

flrengthened, as entangling in t0 yield, with 

bird-lime, (he turned him af.de the flattering of her 
, . - . • 1 * lips (he forced him. 

from the way of virtue; with the r 

engaging over-powering influence 

of her fmooth expreflions fhe con- 


drained him to fubmit, and refign 
his reafon and liberty. 

22 He followed) her head-long; 
and in this ftupidity may properly 
be compared to an ox going to be 
flaughtered; or fettered fools to re¬ 
ceive difcipline, to be moil feverely 
corrected, 

23 And continues in this wretched 
courfe till a dart penetrate his liver, 
or he fome way receive a mortal 
wound: like the little bird that 
wingeth its courfe into the fnare, 
not aware that it is fet for its life 


2z, He goeth af¬ 
ter her ftraightway, 
as an ox goeth to 
the (laughter, or at 
ra a fool to the cor- 
reflion of the (locks; 

23. Till a dart 
ftrike through his 
liver, as a bird haft- 
eth to the fnare, and 
knoweth not that it 
is for his life. 


and (hall certainly prove fatal. 

24 From this monitory example 24. Hearken unto 
which, O my dear fludents in the me novv therefore, 

wifdom y® 


m The learned and ingenious ProfeJJor Hunt fuppofes the 
word rendered flocks to be the verb the infinitive of 

Pihel fignifying to move with a nimble tripping pace and 
that VlN a fool is put for a kart or deer. Then the fenfe 
would be— he goeth after her—as an cx goeth to the Jlaughter , 
or as the hart trippeth into the toils, till a dart [the huntf- 
man’s dart] ftriketh through her liver 1 as a bird hafteth, 
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O yc children, and wifdom of virtue and religion* I Sect, 9. 
attend to the words have 29 it were fet before your eyes, v. «y^J 
oi my mouth* be perfuaded to take effectual Proverb* 

warning; to hearken diligent- 2 4« 
ly to my difeourfe, and impartially 
and ferioully apply to practice the 
words, whichjfrom the higheft au¬ 
thority of Almighty God,I com¬ 
mand your attention to and ob- 
fervance of. 

25. Let not thine Let not your foolifli heart per-25 

heart decline to her tinacioufly revolt to her abandoned 
ways, go not altray courfes; wander not in her high 
in her paths. reads which whatever (he pretends 

as to their fafety, lead you on in 
the inextricable mazes of error and 
blindnefs to everlafting deftruftion.' 

26. For (he hath For (he hath overthrown as if26 

caft down many they had fallen upon their fwords 
wounded:yea,many or been flain in the field of battle, 
ftrong men have been and their carcafTes become a prey 
flain by her. to beafts and birds, multitudes of 

foraging plundering military men: 
yea, fuch as were fuperior to and 
have prevailed over all other ene** 
mies, have met with their fate in 
her moft difhonourable defpicable 
warfare. 

27. Her houfe is In the certain mifery and horror 27 

the way to hell, it produces, and efpecially in its final 
going down to the ifl' ue her houfe may properly be 
chambers of death. the way to the region of the 

dead; that large habitation with 
gates and bars wherein are nume¬ 
rous dreary abodes leading in one 
entiredefcentto thofe terrible apart¬ 
ments or chambers where deftruc- 
,tion for ever retgns. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. SECT. X. 

'The laws of religious wifdom univcrfally promulgated: 
and plainly defigned for the obfervanct of all mankind. 
Their perfpicuity to all capacities . Their reClitude and 
excellence above all earthly riches . Confident with and 
perfective of a genuine true prudence . Use reverfe of 
arrogance deception and calumny . An honour to the 
highejt Jlations . Mojl eafy of accefs and ready to com¬ 
municate. No worldly advantages comparable to the 
effects of virtue . Its direction regular and its enjoy¬ 
ment perfectly fatisfaCtory . Ver. 1—22. 

Chap. viii. i. Chap. viii. i. 

Sect. io. XX 7 Hatever men’s practice is, Y "\OTH not wif- 
- — L — J VV they have no excufes for its U dom cr y • an< * 
Proverbs irregularity, that the directions of underrtanding put 
•iii. i« God’s law are not obvious plain ^ ort h her voice ? 
and full to the contrary; for doth 
not wifdom, as calling upon them 
by name, with a commanding 
authority declare what is their 
duty? and the inftruCtions of con¬ 
ference and true prudence, as the 
loudeil proclaiming voice, make 
themfelves heard and known? 

2 That all may attend and learn/ z - She ftandeth in 

the dodtrine, like a perfon that de- the ,0 P of hi B h P 1 ?- 
fires to be moft publick, may be c ® s » t ‘ ie W ?Y 
reprefented as Rationed to folicit 1 aces 0 1 c 

your regard in places of the higheft ° 

(eminence, as a fepulchral monu¬ 
ment near the road where you pafs; 
and that you may not efcape her, 
where the greateft high-ways meet. 

3 At the fide of the gates that lead 3. She crieth at 
to palaces, publick courts or the the gates, at the en- 
greateft markets; at the entrance tT Y the clt Y* at 
into cities, as the pafiage of open the coming in at the 

doors of houfes, (he exerts her oors * 
founding voice with the utmoft 
vehemence faying. 


Unto 
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4. Unto you, O Unto you who are diftinguifhed Sect. 19J 
men, 1 call, and my w |th the wealth or power of this 

voice is to the fons WO rld do I more particularly call; Proverbs 

mcn * and indeed I utter my voice to the vm * 4 * 

defcendants of Adam , in general 
of all ages and ranks, fexes and 
conditions. 

5. O ye fim- O ye ignorant and unthinking, 5 
pie, underftand wif- form juft apprehenfions and an 
dom ; and ye fools, equal judgment concerning the na- 
be ye of an under- tu re an d qualities of fagacity and 
Handing heart. penetration; and ye inconfiderato 

and grofly miftaken, be ye excited 
to employ and exert your minds in 
rational reflections and fober vir¬ 
tuous refolutions. 

6. Hear, for I Attend for your greateft im-6. 

will fpeak of n ex- provement, for I will freely declare 
ceilent things; and what is truly important and able 
the opening of my t0 i n fpj re y OU with magnanimity; 

ips Jhall be right an( j m y c i ear an( j p at hetick dif- 

1 Jn ^ s * courfe (hall exhibit to you, the no- 

bleft quality of an undifguifed and 
generous integrity. 

? For my mouth With energy and the utmoft 7 
(hall ipcak truth, fervour, (hall my expreflions fet off 
and wickednels is the greateft advantage as a fub- 
an abomination to je£f of the higheft worth and digni- 

m Y i P 9, ty, a fteady truth and inviolable 

faithfulnefs: and thatconduCt,which 
(hews the mind to be in the great¬ 
eft diforder and the man to make 
no difference betwixt right and 
wrong, will I expofe in its proper 
colours as the juft objeCt of my 
entire abhorrence. 

8. All the words Whatever U deliver fhall ’be 8 
of my mouth are in equity itfelf or Che moil perfedt 
nghteoufnefs, there righteoufnefs and goodnefs; there 

" is 

n Exie/Jent things t as Sol. Ifacides interprets, words 
weight or ol princes. 
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A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. to. is nothing of a wrong turn* or is nothing ® froward 
im * diftorted tendency, no wreathing OT perverfe in them* 
Proverbs or doubling, ficklenefs or incon- 
viii. I. ftancy as to one undivided purpofe 
of virtue, in all my difcourfes* 

9 As placed in a direft line, they 9. They are all 
are all obvious and agreeable to the plain to him that 
rules of truth and right, unto him underftandeth, and 
who ufes his underftanding or ba- t0 them that 

lances things by an exadi judgrrient; knowledge, 
and not rugged and winding but 
one fmooth and plain courfe, to 
them who have obtained a diftin- 
guifhing mind, or are prepared to 
receive them with an honeft heart 


and good confcicnce. 

10 Willingly then embrace my 
directions for guiding you in all 
life’s journey, and not filver at the 
expence of or as of equal value with 
them: and experimental moral 
knowledge as infinitely preferable 
to the choiceft gold. 

11 For religious wifdom, is inefti- 
mably more excellent and benefi¬ 
cial than the richeft polifhed gems; 
neither are all the idols of human 
pride and vanity, or objedtsof their 
boundlefs wifhes and imaginations, 
proper to contend with or a real 
equivalent to it. 

I true 


10. Receive my 
inftrijdtion, aDd ^noe 
filver; and know¬ 
ledge rather than 
choice gold. 


11. For wifdom 
is better than rubies; 
and all the things 
that may be defired 
are not to be com¬ 
pared to it. 


0 Froward^ the learned Chappelow obferves, that there is 
a peculiar beauty in the Heb . niphtal figuifying that which 
is turned awry or diftorted : like one who in wreftling and 
ftruggling with another charges his body into different 
poftures, Gen. xxx. 8. wrejlling with God \ or great wreft¬ 
ling. Comment, on Job, p. 57. 

P An elegant Hebraifm or beautiful comparative negative, 
not fiver, i. e. rather than filver, fo Jfa. li. 21.— Drunken but 
not with wine , 1. e. more than with wine. Jcr. iv. 11. A dry 
wind not to fan, nor to cleanfc, t e. more than to fan, &c. 
Hof. vi. 6. 1 defired mercy and not facrifce, &c. 1. e . more than 
facrifice. 
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i*.Iwifdomdwell I true fcience and folid wifdom, Sect, id#; 
with prudence, and inhabit as my juft right arid fettled * 
find out knowledge pofleflion or have always in readi- Proverb® 
of witty inventions: ne f s t jj e e xfc£Veft prudence5 and™* 41 ** 

^ penetrate ft) deep as fully to dif- 

cover the knowledge of all fagacity 
or dexterity, require to devife and 



The fear of 

the Lord is to 

hate 

evil; pride and 

afro- 

gancy 

, and the evil 

way, 

and the 

fro- 

u aid 

mouth 

do I 

hate. 




execute on all occafions the rtioft 
proper expedients. 

1 That utmoft veneration for fin 13 
Infinite Being Tprefcribe, is irlfb-* 
parably crinn'etfted with and coh* 
ftantly manifefted $h fhedeteftatiori 
of invidious mifehievous pfadH^es*: 
the luft of power to lord it over 
others, and impious arreganey; 
that courfe which is vexatious and 
pernicious, and thatlanguage'which 
Subverts virtue, and the riobleft 
human happinefs, I have in ah eri- 


14. Counfel is 
mine, and found wif¬ 
dom ; I am under- 
Handing, I have 
ftrength. 


15. By me kings 
reign, and princes 
decree jaftice. 


16. By me princes 
rule, and nobles, 
even all the judges 
of the earth. 


tire abomination,. 

I claim ii as my property to gitfe *4 
counfel or form defigns, and that 
with the greateft certainty as to 
their anfwering : I the balance df 
true judgment do vindicate hnen r k 
rights, and alone in my natitfe 
ftrength of uhdifguifed truth, and 
full conviction prevail over all op¬ 
position. 

It is by my inftruCtrons that *5 
crowned heads govern wifely equi¬ 
tably and happily ; and that legif- 
lators form and enaCt juft laws for 
regulating fociety. 

By observing my rules it is thdt 1 ^ 
magiftrates fupport their authority*, 
and the leading men of a commu¬ 
nity are fubmicted to, revered ad- 
'rtiired; even all the impartial judges 
and decifive arbiters of property 
upon this habitable earth. 


In 
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Sect. io. In my free communications to 
1 ^ them I fliew, that I am exceflively 

proverbs f on( j 0 f j^ofe who are well afFe&ed 
vm. 17. to me j and thofe who in due feafon 
and with fincerity enquire after, 
(hail never fail to find me, and all 
they can defire of advantage and 
recompence in me. 

18 In my power and treafure from 
whence I liberally difpenfe them to 
my true votaries, are riches and 
honour; yea, fuch wealth as re¬ 
mains for ever in the utmoft plenty 
without wafting, and the perfect 
happinefs of a moral redfitude. 

19 My fiuit or the refult of my 
fteady regard is more valuable and 
will render life more eafy and 
comfortable than gold; yea, than 
the moft fbining rich gold; and 
what I naturally produce or cer- 
tainly allot, than the choiceft and 
beft filver. 

20 I never upon any account de¬ 
viate from, but with all my fol¬ 
lowers fteadily proceed in the way 
that juftice, truth, and goodnefs 
prescribe; in the midft of the 
raifed paths or high ways of 
an impartial equity and moft 
generous benevolence. 

21 That I may keep in their view 
who are devoted to my fervice, as 
-their hereditary right, not the ap¬ 
pearance and empty fhew, but the 
folidity and elTence of fattsfadlion 
and happinefs j and they may de¬ 
pend upon it I will fill thofe re- 
pofitories in which their treafures 
are kept with the nobleft good the 
inoft fubftantial blefllngs. 


17. I love them 
that love me, and 
thofe that feek me 
early fhall And me. 

4 


18. Riches and 
honour are with me ; 
yea, durable riches 
and righteoufnefs. 


19. My fruit is 
better than gold, yea 
than fine gold; and 
my revenue than 
choice filver. 


20. I lead in the 
way of righteouf¬ 
nefs, in the midft of 
the paths of judg¬ 
ment. 


2i. That I may 
caufe thofe that love 
me, to inherit fub- 
ftance; and I will 
fill their treafures. 
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SECT. XI. 

// "flztn a divine attribute from eternity . Active in the 
ii,jig its of the All-creating Beings previous to the earth's 
cxjjlettce: the depths of. ocean , the rife of fountains) or 
ihe rooted jhengtb of hills . Likewtfe in forming and 

difpoftng the world , the heavens , the clouds and feas . 

Alan 7 s happinefs dependent on his virtue . And an ex¬ 
treme mifcYy the confequetice of vice and ivickednefs, 

,Ver. 22 , to the end . 


Chap. viii. 22. 


C H A p. viii. 22. 


T HE Lort> pof- 
lefled me i a the 
beginning of his 
, before his 
works of old. 


23. I was fet up 
from evcrlalling, 
f/om the beginning, 
or ever the earth 
was. 


24. When there 
were no depths, I 
w:is brought forth: 
when there were nO 
lountalns abounding 
with water. 


2 5. Before the 
mountains were fet- 
j led i before the hills 
was I brought forth. 


I N my farther recommendation Sect. ii. 

and to my higheft honour, the'——* 
Independent Deity as his certain Proverbs 
and alienable attribute poflelTed me vlu * z2m 
in the things that he tracked out, 
or in the excellence of his con¬ 
trivance and procedure, antecedent 
to his formations; even as far back 
as the quickeft thought or largeft 
imagination can extend to. 

I was diftinguiihed, being found- 2 3 
ed in the reafon and relation of 
things, as having a fovereign au¬ 
thority fom the ages of eternity; 
from the earlieft conceivable ori^i- 
nal that there was any being at all, 
a kind of archetype for all others, 
lom: before the earth-exifted. 

My noble birth had its primitive 
date in a remote period whenthere 
were no colled!ions of waters or no, 
chaos: when there were no foun¬ 
tains replete with, and big to, be 
delivered in refrelhing ftreams of 
this moft ufeful element. 

Ere the lofty mountains were 2 > 
fettled upon their Itrong bafis’s: 
before the hills projected had. I my 
very diflant nativity. 


Vol. IV. 


S 


' While 
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Sect. 11. While he had not as yet formed 
' Ll 1 this folid earth: not the outfides 
Proverbs that have no bounds or limits fet 
▼ui. 20. | Q t hem. nor p r i nc ipal parts 
of this habitable world which yield 
their fruits in their feafon. 

27 When he fet the heavens in a 
right pofition for anfwering all his 
purpofes, I was prefent to his all- 
comprehending mind; when he as 
it were placed his compafles or 
drew his refpe&ive lines and circles 
upon the furface of the grand abyfs 
or confufed chaos. 

28 When he gave confiftency firm- 
nefs or liability to the exalted 
Tegions of pureft ether: when as 

. with the ftrongeft cords, he bound 
up the fountains of fluid element 
in their refervoirs, that they fhould 
not iflue forth contrary to his com¬ 
mandment. 

39 When he fixed bounds to the 
boifterous fea, that the waters, 
however they might fwell in waves 
or roar in torrents, fhould not go 
beyond the limits which his fove- 
reign law had prescribed for them: 
when he as it were made an open¬ 
ing or cavity wherein to place the 
foundations of the earth: 

jo Then I was intimately conver¬ 
sant with the All-perfect Intelli¬ 
gence, and very properly might be 
filled his nurfling or pupil: I was 
truly confidered as his favourite in 
whom he exprefled a peculiar com¬ 
placency ; fporting under his in- 
fpedtion, of whom he always dif- 
playedtheutmoft regard and efteem. 

Entertaining myfelf in the vari¬ 
ous regular produftions of the ha¬ 
bitable part of this earth, and 

taking 


26. While as yet 
be had not made the 
earth, nor the fields, 
nor the higheft part 
of the* dull of the 
world. 

27. When he pre¬ 
pared the heavens, 
i was the r e: when 
he fet a compafs up¬ 
on the face of «he 
depth. 


28.When he efta- 
blifhed the clouds 
above : when he 
flrengthened the 
fountains of the 
deep. 


29 When be gave 
to the fea his decree, 
that the waters 
fhould not pafs 
his commandment: 
when he appointed 
the foundations cf 
the earth: 


50. Then I was 
by him, at one 
brought up with 
him: and I was 
daily his delight, re¬ 
joicing always be¬ 
fore him: 


31. Rejoicing in 
the habitable part 
of this earth; and 

my 
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my delights were taking an high pleafiire in recom-SECT. n. 
With the Tons of men. mending myfelf to moral agents, 

and becoming moft familiarly ac- P rovcr bs t 
quainted with the Tons of men. vm * 3 1 • 
j2. Now there- Now therefore, my children who 32 
fore hearken unto are thus plainly formed for wifdom. 
me, O ye children: an( j virtue, let me follicit your 
for blefled are they c j 0 f e ft attention to my laws con- 
keep my ways. cern j n g them: for in aCVmg as I 

direft, you truly confult your own 
intereft and are certain to be in 
the higheft degree happy and blelTed. 

33. Hear inftruc- Submit to the due reftraints of 33 
tion, and be wife, religious difeipiine and become 
and refufe it not. ftrong in wifdom; by no means 

throw off as worthlefs and con¬ 
temptible what is your nobleft de¬ 
fence and only fecurity. 

O the happinefs of that man,34 
that heareth who is truly inclined td hear and 
me, watching daily obferve my laws; who embraces 
at my gates, waiting a || opportunities of the belt in- 
at the pofts of my fh-u&ion, vvith the fame diligence 
0 s * as a client daily watches the gates 

of his Lord when they fhall open 
and he may enter; who is nevfcr 
abfent from the pofts of the doors 
that no occaficn may be omitted. 

35. For whofo For whoever findeth me fo as to3 $ 
findeth me, findeth follow my directions, doubtlefs 
life, and fhall q ob- findeth everlafting life and felicity; 
tain favour of the an( j as t he rewar d 0 f his virtue 

k° RD * may be certain of the divine fa¬ 

vour, with whatever that is truly 
good for him, his foul wifties for 
or his heart defires. 


34. Blefled is the 
man 


S 2 


On 


Obtain the favour, &C. in the original, he Jhall obtain 
his will of the Lord, t. e. be certain of the divine favour and 
acceptance; or as the reward of his virtue and piety obtain 
whatever that is truly good his foul wiftierfor, or his heart 
defires. 
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On the contrary, he that wilfully 
and impenitently departs from the 
ways of righteoufnefs'I dircdt him 
habitually to obferve into im, does 
that which will give him the moft 
violent pain and lading torture: 
all they who are difaftected or in¬ 
different to me and the advice I 


giye, are truly difpofed to deftroy 
themfelves. 


36. But he that 
linneth againft me, 
wrongeth his own 
foul: all they that 
hate me, love death. 


C H A P. IX. SECT. XII. 

The injlruftions of wifdom reprefented by a publick feafl 
or general entertainment . Admonition loji upon the 
irreligious and fcornful. Acceptable and beneficial to 

the wife and good. The nature and importance of piety. 
The character and behaviour of projlitutes . The fatal 

end of their delufions . 

C H A p. ix. f. Chap. ix. 1. 

Sect. 12.T5 ELIGIOUS wifdom which T\ 71 fdom hath 
^ js fupremely excellent, may VV builded her 
Proverbs properly reprefented by a perfon houfe, Ihe hath hewn 
1X - lt in authority who hath erefted a out her fe\en pillars, 
{lately ftru&ure; and prepared and 
richly adorned the many flrong 
pillars which fupport it: thus is 
the ftately temple at fiervfalem , 
and thus the whole world a fpeci- 
men of contrivance and an oppor¬ 
tunity of learning truth and virtue. 

2 Who hath moreover amply pro- 2. She hath killed 
vided for a mofl liberal entertain- her beatls, Ihe hath 
ment; in the greateft numbers (lain m i n gl e d her wine, 
cattle, mingled wine fo as to fuit . , 

the niceft palace j and difpefed the e er U € ' 
feveral articles on the table with 
the trnnoft propriety and elegance: 
thus are the rules and do&rincs of 
virtue and piety prepared and ac¬ 
commodated to the rational con¬ 
ceptions of all mankind. 


As 
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3. Sc hach fent 
forth her maidens, 
ihe crieth upon the 
places of the 

city. 


4 and 5. Whofo is 
fimple let him turn 
in hither : ns for him 
that wanteth under- 
fUnding, Ihe faith 
to him, Come, eat of 
mv bread, and drink 
of the wine *ivkich I 
have mingled. 


6. Forfake the 
foolifh and live; and 
go in the way of 
miderltanding. 


7. He that re- 
pro veth a fcorner. 
getteth to himfelf 
fliame: and he that 
rebuketh a wicked 
rnan> vettcth himfelf 
a blot. 


S. Reprove not 
^ fcorner, left he hate 
thee: 
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As difpatching proper fervants Sect. 12. 
to give invitation; and as pro- —v——* 

claiming a feftival with the loudeft Proverbs 
voice from places of the higheft 1X 3 * 
eminence in a city, or rendering 
it all that is poflible general and 
publick ; fo hath the voice of rea- 
fon been heard, and the laws of 
religion various ways promulgated 
throughout the world. 

As fincerely wifhing all to accept 4 and 5 
the kind mellage, and be prefent 
to be entertained with the richefl 
plenty; fo does fhe requeft, that 
every one who is fenfiblc of his de¬ 
fers and infirmities would put 
himfelf under her conduct and be 
aflifted to overcome them: as for 
him who daily grows more dege¬ 
nerate, ‘ whofe moral ■ powers are 
vifibly declining fhe faith to him,— 
be perfuaded to receive infhuftions 
now in perfe£t readinefs, that will 
revive and ftrengthen you to exert 
yourfelf in fav our of virtue. 

Forfake your errors, or pratSlife^ 
no more what (hews ignorance, 
fillinefs, and felf-delufion, and you 
(ha)I be infallibly happy : and keep 
dire£Uy in the road or ftri£!ly 
obferve the rules of judgment and 
diferetion. 

He who by admonition would 7 
reduce a fcornful fneering finner to 
duty and obedience, procureth, to 
himfelf ignominious bafe ufage; 
and he that would by arguments 
convince him of wrong done, who 
obftinately confounds all difference 
.betwixt,right and wrong—a flain 
in his own character. 

Adminifter not reproof to one 8 
who makes a mock at all virtue, 

S 3 left 
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Sect. 12. left you incur his difpleafure and theei rebuke a wife 
*_ * enmity: point out to a friend of and he will love 

i x r ° vef s wifdom his miftakes, and he will * ee * 
regard you for it as doing him the 


greateft favour. 

9 Impart truth freely to one who 
has already attained a good difpo- 
fition to and fome confiderable de¬ 
gree of moral knowledge, and he 
will yet be a further proficient: 
inftrudfc a righteous good man, and 


9. Give inf ruction 
to a wife man, and 
he will be yet wifer: 
teach a juft man and 
he will increafe in 
learning. 


by the 'worthy dodfcrine which he 
receives from you, he will proceed 


and improve in doing his duty. 

'to The true worfhip or religious 
veneration of the eternal Deity is 
the opening or entrance into moral 
wifdom; and the effectual know- 
ledge of the hol ieft of Beings, which 
renders men truly like him is the 


10. The fear of 
the Lord /V the be¬ 
ginning of wifdom: 
and the knowledge 
of the holy jj under¬ 
standing. 


maturity of a juft judgment, the 
moft perfedl prudence. 

11 And how much it is the intereft, 
of all to put on and maintain a 
fober virtuous charadler, appears 
from the manifeft tendency it has 
to prolong their temporal lives; 
even to draw out their h2ppy years 
to the fartheft date of an human 


11. For by me 
thy days Shall be 
multiplied, and the 
years of thy life fhall 
be increafed. 



being. 

So that if you will be wife, up¬ 
right, and pious, the natural fruits 
clearly fignify that you (hall prove 
to be wife for yourfelf and pro¬ 
moting your own greateft advan¬ 
tage: but if you fhall adt the part 
of an ungodly fcorner of all truth 
and virtue, you alone muft fubmit 
to the punifhment, fufFcr the con- 


12. If thou be 
wife, thou (halt be 
wife for thyfelf: but 
if thou fcorneft, thou 
alone fhalc bear it. 


feqviences. 

But as to a woman made up of *3- A foolifh wo- 
vice and the grofleft folly, fhe is man j s clamorpus: 

quite raging: fhe is totally difiolute ,s Ample antf 

^ and knoweth nothing. 



Both ,*f Proverb 



14. For (he fitteth 
at the door of her 
houfe, on a feat in 
1 he high places of 
the city* 


15. To call paf- 
fengers who go right 
cm their ways. 


16. Who fo it m pi e 
let him turn in hi¬ 
ther: and as for him 
that wanteth under- 
ftanding, fhe faith to 
him ; 

17 Stolen waters 
are fweet, and bread 
eaten in fecret is 
pleafant. 


18. But he know- 
eth not that the r 
dead are there : and 
that her guefts are 
in the depths of hell. 


and abandoned i neither does fhe StcT. 12J 
concern herfelf, what atrocious 1 

crimes are committed or what Proverbs 
miferies (hall fucceed them. 1X1 * 3 - 

For as altogether happy and per-.*4 
fe6Hy fecure, (he fitteth at the door 
of her own hemfe ; nay as the dar¬ 
ling of fortune (lie is exalted, and 
as it were fits upon a throne and 
holds a feepter, in the moftdiftin- 
guifhed places of the populous city. 

To proclaim, as if fhe had an ! 5 
equal authority to wifdom herfelf, 
and invite thofe who are foberly 
going along the way; even thofe 
who are regularly performing their 
journeys, or plainly proceeding in 
right paths. 

Whoever is inexperienced and *6 
inconfiderate, let him direct his 
courfe this way in order properly 
to be informed : and he who daily 
degenerates as to all judgment and 
prudence, fhe unblufhing declares 
to him ; 

It is the ftealth and crime of all l 7 
pleafurable enjoyments, which 
flamp on them their value and 
give them all their poignancy; and 
the fecrecy of forbidden unlawful 
gratifications from whence they 
derive fo exquifite a relifh. 

And the ftupid thaughtlefs man, 1$ 
does not confider fo as to deter 
him, that the ifluewillbe fuch mi- 
fery as the Rephaim or wicked de- 

S 4 parted 


r Dead, &c. as Peters obferves, the Rephaim or fpirits of 
perfons departed are there, and her guefts in the depths of 
Sbeol, 1.1. in the loweft and moft wretched part of it. 
Agreeable to tho common form of expreflion with the Heb, 
A very proper and awful confideration to deter the yet in¬ 
corrupt and inexperienced heedlefs youth from the harlot’* 
hfiUie. (rit, Dijf, on Job , p. 357. 
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Sect. ii. parted (pints endure: and that her 
^ guefts by a righteous fen tehee are 

Proverbs fhortly to defeend to the loweft 

1X ‘ and mod wretched part of the Jheol 

or feparate jnvifible date. 

C H A P. X. SECT. XIII. 

Moral fentenees. Children , as they are virtuous , or 
vicious , their parents joy or grief,\ III gotten wealth 
no fecurity: equity and, liberality an infallible one. 
*The different ejfefts of indolence or indufry : kindnefs 
cr rigour: prudent filence or loquacity. Plain honejly 
or fly craft . Good or evil communications. Rancour 
or benevolence. Riches or poverty. Virtue or vice. 


Chap. x. i. 

' 1 * 

Sect. 13. / ’T"^HE apothegms or remarkable 
«—JL important fay mgs of king So - 
Proverbs lomon. The conduct of a fober 
x. 1. prudent fon gives his good father 
the fincereft plcafurej that of a 
dupid wicked one his affectionate 
mother the mod fenfiblc pain and 
intolerable anguifh. 

2 There is no certain fecurity or 
impregnable fortrefs to be obtained 
by treafures, which no juftice or 
equity has been regarded in accu¬ 
mulating: but equal fair praCtice 
with a generous benevolence, ex¬ 
tricate from the greateft dangers 
even of death and vifible deduc¬ 
tion. 

The 


T HE 5 proverbs 
of Solomon. 
A wife fon maketh 
a c glad father; but 
a foolilh fon is the 
heavinefs of his mo¬ 
ther. 


2. Treafures of 
wickednefs u profit 
nothing: but righ- 
teoufnefs delivereth 
from death. 


s Strictly fpeaking, here begin Solomons proverbs; th^ 
foregoing chapters being a kind of preface or introduction. 

t Schultens interprets fmoothing the mind from all 

knots or roughneffes, njP pain arifing from the attrition of the 
foot with the afperities of fliafp ftones in the ihoe or fandal. 

u The fame expreflions applied to idols, 1 Sam. xii. 21. 
which Schultens renders afylum non prefant et non eripiunt, 
i. e. They afford no afylum , or refuge they do not extricate or 
ref cue from danger. - 
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3 The Lord will 
rot fuffer rhe foul 
of the righteous to 
f umfli: but he call- 
\h away the fub- 
1 lance of the w icked. 


4. He becometh 
poor that dealcth 
with a w Hack hand: 
but the hand of the 
diligent maketh rich. 


5. He that gather- 
eth in fummer is a 
wife fon : but he 
that lleepeth in har- 
veft is a fon that 
caufeth fhame. 


6 . Bleflmgs arr up- 
on the head of the 
juft: but violence 
eovereth the mouth 
of the wicked. 
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The Lo r d fuffers not the mo- Sect, i 3 J 
derate defires of juft and good men ^ 

to be deftitute of proper objects to Proverbs 
gratify them: but the intemperate** 3 * 
and infatiable thirft of unrighteous 
and perfidious ones, always out¬ 
growing their utmoft acquifitions, 
precipitates them into the great 
gulph of remedilefs deftrueftion. 

He reduceth and impoverifheth4 
himfelf, who is remifs negligent 
or deceitful in doing bufinefs; but 
the endeavours of the a<ftive honeft 
and induftrious who may be depend¬ 
ed on, procure them a competency, 
and fometimes riches. 

Improving times and feafons is 5 
moreover of confequence, and he 
fhews a provident temper, and is a 
fon of maturity of prudence who 
gathereth in his fruit and corn 
during the fummer months: on 
the other hand, he is a fon of con- 
fulion and likely to be under per¬ 
plexities, who is flothful and care- 
lefs when harveft demands his 
labour. 

T he equal and benevolent man 6 
confiders it as a principal duty to 
wifh well and do good to all, which 
returns with increafe and blelfing 
upon his own head : whereas hts 
own violence and extortion filleth 
the mouth of the wicked, and over- 
whelmeth him with confufion and 
calamity. 

Living 


w Slack, an allufion to a bony -firing that is relaxed or un¬ 
twined, therefore deceiveth or carrieth not the arrow to 
the mark. Some render Jlack band \ the hand that deceiveth 
or defraudeth him to whom it belongeth, fo a flothful 
^u:rlon may be one who deceiveth himfelf to his own de¬ 
struction. ' 
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X. 7. 


8 


9 


10 



Living they fhall be efteemed, 
and after they are dead the me¬ 
mory of them preserved and cele¬ 
brated who a£t as truth and good- 
nefsdi&ate: on the contrary, as 
wood that is worm-eaten and rot¬ 
ten, the name of the unjuft and 
cruel (hall never be mentioned 
without contempt and defoliation. 

The man whofe thoughts are 
kept collected and tight about him, 
or who reflets and confiders after 
a wife manner, will receive and 
obferve the laws of virtue and piety: 
but the heavy ftupid one who is 
impertinent and cavilling in his 
difeourfe againftthem, blindly pre¬ 
cipitates himfelf to ruin. 

He that habitually pra&ifes as 
an undeviating truth, reafon, and 
integrity preferibe, is perfectly 
fecure, has nothing to fear: but 
be that windeth about in his courfe 
as his intereft guides at the expence 
of thefe,lball be publickly marked, 
or in due time made an example 
and proverb of. 

The fcornful and hypocritical 
who carps or taunts with the eye, 
wHl lay heavy burdens upon other 
men’s (houlders: but the ftupid 
caviller will himfelf ftumble and 
at laft fall into the moft grievous 
deftru£tion. 

The rationaldifcourfeofan upright 
and merciful perfon is an inexhaufted 
fountain of refrefhment and plea¬ 
sure to others, and of benefit in 

the 


7. The * memory 
of the juft is blefled: 
but the name of the 
wicked lhall rot. 


8. The wife in 
heart will receive 
commandments: but 
a prating fool lhall 
fall. 


9. He that walk- 
eth uprightly, walk- 
eth furely: but he 
that perverteth his 
ways fhall be known. 


10. He that wink- 
eth with the eye, 
caufeth forrow: but 
a prating fool lhall 
fall. 


11. The mouth of 
a righteous man is a 
well of life: but vio¬ 
lence covereth the 
mouth of the wicked. 


* Th tjvws are faid to reckon it a duty of furvivors, not 
to mention the name of an eminently juft man that is dead, 
without repeating the former part of this paflage, or ad¬ 
ding,— Lit the memory of the juji be bfej/iit- 
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11. Hatred ftirreth 
up ftrifes: but Jove 
cuvereth ail fine* 


13. In the lips of 
him that hath un- 
derltanding, wifdom 
is found : but a rod 
is for the back of 
him that is void of 
of undcrilanding. 

14. Wife men lay¬ 
up knowledge: but 
the mouth of the 

olifh is near de- 

ilruflion. 


i 5. The rich man’s 
wealth is his ftrong 
city; the definition 
of the poor is their 
poverty. 


16. The labour of 
the righteous tendeth 
to life; the fruit of 
the wicked to fin, 

1 


of Proverbs, 



the end to himfelf: but theconver- Sect. 13* 
fation of the wicked doublers of *—-\ 
mankind is full of indigeftions, Proverbs 
bitternefs, and cruelty. x. iu 

Averfion or antipathy bloweth* 2 
up the fire of animofity and con¬ 
tention : but a truly healing fpirit 
and benign candid temper, as it 
were throweth a mantle over all 
offences and trefpaffes, hideth them 
from being feen or burieth them in 
eternal oblivion. 

In the expreflions of a prudent 1 $ 
man there is obfervable a proper 
direction and reftraint of true wif¬ 
dom: but the indifereet filly one 
who will come under no regulation, 
fubje&s himfelf to the fharpeft 
difeipline of reproof or correction. 

In every affair of trull and bufi-14 
nefs committed to wife men, they 
referve their conferences as the moft 
valuable treafure and aCt up to their 
direction: but whatever is intruded 
to the foolilh and wicked, through 
the incapacity of his corrupt and 
unfaithful heart, mult be near de- 
ItruCtion. 

The rich man ; s power and 15 
wealth, in his own opinion of them, 
are an equal fecurity to him from 
evils and dangers as a fortified 
town; the difeouragement conlter- 
nation and frequent ruin of the 
poor, arife from their humble con¬ 
dition of abjeCt poverty. 

The effeCi and reward of the 16 
pious and virtuous man’s induftry, 
by his proper enjoyment, and libe¬ 
ral communication, is truly living 
and being happy; whatever an 
ungodly man effeCts, throws him 
further from the grand fcope or 

true 
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StcT. 13. true end of being; is his misfor- 

c tune and the occafion of back- 

Proverbs Aiding. 

*• The true path of life for fallible 

*7 mankind to perfection and bap- 
pinefs, is to regard and improve 
that difcipline which makes them 
fenfible of their errors: but he that 
reje&eth all arguments that would 
convince him of his faults, lofeth 
himfelf or wamlereth not knowing 
whither he goeth. 

18 He that difguifeth his averfion, 
under deceitful falfe fpeeches; and 
he that afperfes characters; or goes 
about publifhing fcandalous reports 
inuft be highly imprudent and 
foolifh. 

19 In the heaps of multiplied words 
there will not ceafe or fail to be 
tranfgreflions: but it fhews the per¬ 
fection of good underflanding, to 
have the lips fo regulated as to 
utter nothing i neon fid erately or 
rafhly. 

20 The language of the upright 
pious and truly benevolent, for its 
excellence and purity may properly 
.be compared to the choiceH: filver; 
whereas the whole heart and mind 
of the vicious and wicked, is juftly 
represented by nicer drols. 

The difeourfe of the good and 
virtuous, as their fpiritual leader 
or paftor inftru&eth and guideth 
the undemanding of many : but 
foolifh wicked men die and perifh, 
through their deficiency and con¬ 
tinual 


17. He is in the 
way of life that 
keepeth inftruftion: 
but he that refufetb 
reproof, erreth. 


18.He that hideth 
hatred njuith 1 ying 
lips, and he that 
uttereth dander is a 
fool. 


19. In the mul¬ 
titude of words there 
wanteth not fin: but 
he that refraineth 
his lips is wife. 

0m 


20. The tongue 
of the juft is as choice 
fiver; the heart of 
the wicked is little 
worth. 


21. The lips of 
the righteous ? feed 
many: but fools die 
for want of wifdom. 


7 feed, i"l>n f gnifieth to feed as an herdfman or fhep- 
herd doth cattle: an ufual expreflion for inftrutting and 
guj^ing the underflanding in the way of truth and virtue- 
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71. The blefling 
of the Lord, it mak- 
%\ h rich, and he ad- 
Jcth no forrow with 

ir. 


•23. 7 / is as afport 
to a fool to do mif- 
chicf: but a rnan of 
•.nderllanding hath 
w ifdom. 


24. The fear of 
the wicked it fhall 
come upon him : but 
the defire of the 

righteous fhall be 

□ 

granted. 


zt;. As the whirl¬ 
wind pafleth, fo is 
the wicked no more: 
but the righteous it 
an everlafting foun¬ 
dation. 


26. As vinegar to 
the teeth, and as 
imokc to the eyes, 
fo u the (luggard to 
them that fend him. 


*/Pr OVERBS, 



tinual decreafe in all rational talents Sect, it 3. 
or moral good afFe&ions. • 

To prevent their anxiety about Proverbs 
events, and efpecially to procure X,2Z * 
men’s regular obfervance of the 
laws of providence, it is the favour¬ 
able regard of the Almighty vouch- 
fafed to their laudable induftry, 
and nothing elfe that truly enriches: 
neither is pain which girds, or grief 
that pinches adjoined to fuch riches. 

The dull and fenfelefs reckon 23 
audacious wickednefs and the great- 
eft mifehief, only as matter of 
mirth and pleafure: but men of 
thought and reflection are reftrain- 
ed, by the laws of moral true re¬ 
ligion from every thing criminal or 
prejudicial. 

The greateft object of the im- 24 
penitent and ungodly man’s fear, 
in the feed that he has fowl), of 
confcious guilt leading to future 
punifhment, as harveft (hall come 
upon him in the greateft plenty of 
mifery: and everUfting happinefs, 
like the earth’s richeft produce, in 
due feafon fhall be allotted to the 
good and righteous, to their abun¬ 
dant fatisfaClion. 


As to the wicked, all his advan- 25 
tages and profperity early come to 
nothing, as if fwept away with a 
fudden tempeft or overwhelming 
hurricane: whereas the truly re¬ 
ligious man in his practice lays an 
immovable foundation of the 
greateft lafting felicity. 

As vinegar is painful to the gums 26 
or teeth, and fmoke ofFenfive to 
the eye , fo vexatious is the faun- 
tring or dilatory in affairs where 
delays hazard, or the quickeft dif- 
patch is necefl'ary. ' 


The 
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2f. 27. 


The virtues of a religious cha- 
rafter, am id ft many other advan¬ 
tages, naturally conduce to the im¬ 
portant end of a long and happy 
life: whereas the vices of the con- 


27. The fear of 
the Lord prolong- 
cth days: but thd 
years of the wicked 
fhall be (hortened. 


trary, frequently cut Tinners off 
before they have half finilhed the 
ufual term of man’s years on earth. 

28 However long it be delayed, yet 
in the final iffue, the well-ground¬ 
ed hope of the pious and up¬ 
right (hall be anfwered with the 
enjoyment of compleat happinefs: 
whereas the prefent expeftations 
of the ungodly and impenitent, and 
they have no reafon for future ones, 
(hall conclude in the mifery of dif- 
appointment and confufion. 

29 The way which the Lord hath 
prefcribed,of reliance on his provi¬ 
dence and obedience to his laws, is 
the upright man’s ftrength and 
fafety; that which workers of ini¬ 
quity depend on of fecular power and 
wealth, truly refembles a ruinous 
heap, that with its certain though 
invifible confumption, muft (hortly 
fink under them and fill their guilty 
minds with the utmoft confterna- 
tion horror and defpair. 

30 He who uniformly practices as 
is rational and virtuous, (hall not 
always be forcibly carried from 
place to place ; or for ever heaved 
and tolled upon the ocean of this 
world : but the earth (hall afford 
no fixed lafting fettlemenc for the 
wicked and turbulent. 

31 Asa root its branches, the dif- 
courfe of the pious and upright 
(ball cherifh and ripen in men’s 
mind the nobleft produce of truth 
and virtue: whereas evil commu¬ 
nications 


28. The hope of 
the righteous Jhailbe 
gladnefs: but the 
expectation of the 
wicked fhall perifti. 


29. The way of 
the Lord is ftrength 
to the upright: but 
deftruCtion Jhail be 
to the workers of 
iniquity. 


30.The righteous 
(hall never be re¬ 
moved ; but the 
wicked (hall not in¬ 
habit the earth. 


31. The mouth of 
the juft bringeth 
forth wifdom: but 
the froward tonguo 
(hall be cut out. 



Biok <f Proverbs. 



32. The lips of 
the righteous know 
what is acceptable; 
but the mouth of 
the wicked Jpeaketb 
frowardnek, 


locations which are fubverfive ofSfcc-r. 13; 
of thcfe, as if the tongues that ut- ^ 

ter them, were cut out, (hall be Proverbs 
puniflied with total filence and a x * 3 1 * 
terrible deftru&ion. 

Proficients in the ftudy and prac- 32 
tice of equity and mercy, (hew an 
admirable (kill to give them the 
greateft advantage in their dif— 
courfes: but ungodly reprobates 
neither exprefs, nor feem to un¬ 
derhand any thing that is not per¬ 
nicious-to all juft notions and true 
religion. 


CHAP. XI. SECT. XIV. 


Unfair commercial dealings contracted with ft rift equity . 
Pride with humility . Virtue at large with vice . 

Rancorous calumny with candour and fidelity to a Jecrct. 
Liberality with parfimony . The good with the wicked 
in their rewards and punijhments . 


Chap. xi. 1. 


Chap. xi. 1. 


A Falfe balance 
is abomina¬ 
tion to the Lord : 
but a juft weight is 
his delight. 


2. When pride 
cometh, then com- 
eth fhame : but with 
the lowly is wifiiom. 


A LL the various arts of iniquity Sect. 14; 

and deception in commercial 
affairs, by means of unequal ba- Proverbs 
lances, different weights or defedfivexi. 1. 

meafures, where by thecontra&orhas 
not the quantity expected or agreed 
on, are criminal and execrable in 
the eyes of amoftjuftGoD: but 
that which is right and equal is 
peculiarly acceptable to him. 

At the fame time that a man of2 
an haughty temper and difdainful 
carriage comes into power; he is 
accompanied as with brands of in¬ 
famy, with the ftrongeft marks of 
his abufe of it, in the diffatisfaftions 
and prevailing difcord 9 of the peo¬ 
ple: but the gentle mild and mo¬ 
derate fubjeA them-felves to the 
reftraint? of reafon, the regulations 
of virtue and true religion. 


Their 
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Sect. 14. Their finterity, whofe moral 3* The integrity 
judgment is incorrupt and nothing of the upright lhalt 

Proverbs f in ift er in their views, fhall regu- S u ^ e ^ erT V but c ^\ e 

Vi 2 11 1 r. 1 - 1 perverlenefboftrani- 

3 ‘ Iar, y c ° ndu£l them ln °" e P lal " greflbrs ihall dertroy 
path of virtue to perfection and 

happinefs : whereas the inconftancy 

and flipperinefs of prevaricating 

hypocrites fhall at length prove 

their ruin. 

4. Whatever ends it anfwers, the 
unrighteous mammon avails not in 
the day of heavy indignation ; when. wr * l ^ : but righte 

judgments are deflating and the from death> 
linners punifhment determined : but 
piety and virtue extricate from the 
greateft danger of inftant death, or 
exempt from all its evil con¬ 
sequences. 

5 The good moral difpofitions of 
a man or his real perfection as to 


4. Riches profit 
not ia the day of 


own 


6. The righteouf- 


5. The righceouf- 
nels of the perfect 

, . . r 11 i- • • fhall direCt his 

the mtegnty of all religious virtue, bu[ the wicked lha| , 

lhall make his way plain and even p a ]j 
for him: Whereas the enemy of w ickednefs. 
all order and juftice, (hall inevi¬ 
tably be wretched as the refult of 
his own corrupt paflions and dif- 
trafting pia&ices. 

6 An inoffenfive and upright man’s 
equity and prevailing tenour of nefs of the upright 

virtue, will extricate him from , a e iver ’' 
many fnares that are Ia,d for him: fta „ be u | en in 
but the horrid gulph of their own /ifJ> ew# naQghtl . 
infatiable defires, like the ftrongeft ne f s 
net will take and hold fail the equi¬ 
vocating and perfidious. 

7 Whatever fond hopes of long 7. When a wicked 

enjoyment a wicked man flatters . et ^* ^ ls ex " 

himfelf with, yet when mortality atl0ns a P e " 
l .i-i rilh : and the hope 

intercepts, as frequently it does, it of unjuft men 

utteily abolilheth them all: wherein el ^ 

foever oppreflors and unjuft men 

have founded their imaginary. 

expectations, whether in bodily 

ftrength 
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flrength or the multitude of riches, Sect. 14. 
they cannot then fupport, therefore 
do compleatly mortify and all at Proverbs 
once fail them. X1< 7 * 

5 . The righteous The pious and fincere may for 8 
delivered out of ends of difeipline "be a while af- 
trouble, and the fli&ed, but his deliverance will be 
wicked cometh in expedited; and the ungodly finner 

early fucceetf him in adverfity; 
after all his feenes of earthly plea- • 
fure take his lot of mifery. 

An hypocrite, who diflemble $9 
in religion, profefTes it only for 
fecular ends, and is really actuated 
b ut by the vileft principles, with his 

. nowlec g. e ia c e difguifed pradtices is greatly preju- 
J dicial, often pernicious to his ac¬ 

quaintance: but the good and up¬ 
right, by the fteady regard of virtue 
and unfeigned piety, will them- 
felves avoid, and effectually relieve 
others from the danger, the dire 
contagion* 

to. When it goeth When merit is regarded, and 10 
well with the righ- men of character and probity emi- 
teous, the city rejoi- nently diftinguifhed, the whole city 
ceth : and when the or community exprefs their mod 
wicked peiilh, there joyful congratulations: on the other 


his Head. 


9. An hypocrite 
with his mouth de- 
llroyeth his neigh 
hour 


is fhouting. 


n. By the blefling 
of the upright the 
city is exalted : but 
it is overthrown by 
the mouth of the 
wicked. 


Vol. IV 


hand when the immoral and truly 
defpicable are difgraced, fubverted, 
or totally ruined, there is a com¬ 
mon triumph; a vifible univetfal 
acclamation or fatisfadtion. 

And not without perfect reafon 11 
in both inftances, for as the righ¬ 
teous are publick benefactors, and 
the fafety and profperity of fociety 
in general connected with their 
welfare; fo there is a direct ten¬ 
dency- to its entire deftrudtion, in 
the growing power and violent 
meafures of the impious and un- 
juft. 

T His 
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Sect. 14. His intelligence or prudence, 12. He that is void 
' - piety or charity are very juftly fuf- ofwifdom, defpifeth 

Proverbs pe£ted 9 who cafily taketh up and his neighbour: but 
xi. 1^, unrefervedlypublifheth reports con- a ^ an ,°^ 1J UI ?^ e ^ 
cerning his neighbour that render ° €t 

him ridiculous or odious: but a P eace ‘ 


naan truly eminent will neither 
lend his ears nor ufe his tongue 
for fuch unworthy baneful pur- 
po fes. 

13 A common detractor, goflip, or 
fcandal-morger, as a market-man 
his wares, expofes other people’s 
fecrets: whereas a man of con- 
flancy or fidelity conceals what 
private affairs are intrufted with 
him, or whatever can anfwer no 
good end by being publiihed. 

14 Where no reins of government 
are properly held, or no political 
meafures regularly concerted ; the 
national intereft is hazarded, and 
the people in the utmoft danger of 
falling into diforder and confufion: 
but in the excellence fteadinefs and 


13. A tale-bearer 
revealeth fecrets : 
but he that is of a 
faithful fpirit con- 
cealeth the matter. 


14. Where no coun- 
fel is the people fall: 
but in the multitude 
of counfellcrs there 
is fafety. 


unanimity of publick deliberations, 
reafonable hopes may be grounded 
of peace, fafety, and flourifhing 
profperity. 

15 He runs the greateftrifks of irre- r v tliat 11 

parable ruin, who engages to fup- ? r a ran S cr » 

ply the deficiencies or d.fcharge and he that y hateth 
the obligations, of perfons with furetifllip is f ure . 
whofe character and circumftances 


he has little acquaintance: whereas, 
he is in this refpedt fecure, who is 
entirely averfe to and induftrioufly 
fhuns linking hands by way of 
fponfion or furetifhip. 

A con- 


2 Smart , literally in breaking Jball he broken, i, e . fhall b« 
broken all to pieces. 
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16. * A gracious A conduCl fuitable to it adorns Sect. 14’ 
woman rctaineth ho- every ftation, and married women -v - "*** 
nour: and ftrong who excel in all virtues and ami- Proverbs 
tmn retain riches. able qualities becoming their fex, x ** 

will extort and preferve an uni- 
verfal efteem and admiration : the 
fame as men of the greateft ftrength 
and power do feize, and will not 
eafily be fpoiled of riches. 

17. The merciful In all the fentiments and offices 17 
man doeth good to of humanity and tender mercy, the 
his own foul; but benevolent good man greatly fooths 

cruel his own heart; renders his reflec- 
own tions moil calm and placid: on 
the other hand, the violent cruel 
and implacable throws his whole 
conftitution into the utmoft dif- 
order and confulion, 

18. The wicked In whatever inftance men adl 1 ® 
worketh a deceitful dilhonourabjy, they will be difap- 
work: but to him pointed as to their expectations of 
that fovveth righ- any real benefit: contrariwife, much 


he that is 
troubleth his 
flelh. 


teoufnefs, Jhall he 
fure reward. 


more certain of the nobleft eternal 
recompence is he who praCtifes an 
univerfal righteoufnefs, than the 
hufbandman can be of a plentiful 
harveft, who is mod folicitous 
about his land, his feed, and the 
proper feafon of lowing it. 

19. As righteouf- There is no doubt but an in- 
nefs tendeth to life: flexible virtue and piety will iffue 
fo he that purfueth, j n life and happinefs: on the con- 
evi], purfueth it to trary, fchemes of evil and mifehief 

cannot well fail in the end of 
T 2 ruining 




* 

his own death. 


a The Gr. Syr. and Arab . as the learned Dr Ketmuot hath 
obferved, have two hemifticka which are here omitted, and 
read as follows— 

A gracious woman fupporteth her hufband’s honour. 
But Ihe that hateth righteoufnefs is a throne ofdifgrace, 
T he flothful, though rich, lhall come to poverty \ 

Hut the laborious fhali retain their riches. 

Dijftrt. p. 508. 



zo. They that are 
of a froward heart, 
are abomination to 
the Lord: but fucb 
as are upright in 
their way, are his 
delight. 


21. Though hand 
in hand, the 


feed of the righteous 
{hall be delivered. 
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Sect. 14. ruining him who refolutely profe- 
"v“—' cutes them. 

Proverbs The unftable and double minded, 
xi. 19, 20. w hofe diftorted hearts turn this 
way or that as worldly intereft 
leads, arc highly offenfive, truly 
deteftible to a moft faithful and 
immutable Deity: wheieas, they 
are his favourites who profecute 
one undeviating path of fimplicicy 
and fincerity. 

21 The ftrongeft confederacies, or a 

conftant fucceflion of the wicked J°y n 

and incorrigible, will not fkreen w * c * cc : not be 

t c 0 , _ , n . unpumlhed: but the 

them from deferved punitnment: r 

whereas not only he himfelf; but 
the pofterity of the pious and righ¬ 
teous, following his fteps, when 

others aredeftroved {hall meet with 

✓ 

deliverance and fafety. 

22 There fee ms no greater impro¬ 
priety in nofe-jewels being fixed 
on the fqualid fnoutof a grovelling 
hog: than in beauty and comelinefs 

» of perfon being given to a woman 
who is deftitute of all tafte, fenfe, 

01 common prudence. 

23 The utmoft bound or final iflue 

of exiftence to a religious and the righteous is only 
fincere man, is doubtlefs only good g 00 ^ : but the ex- 
or entire happinefs: whereas the *. . , . 

ungodly and impenitent may fully 
expert boundlefs torrents of fiery 

difpleafure: or indignation and 
wrath tribulation and ancmifh that 

O 

{hall devour the adverfary. 

24 Notwithftanding the feeming 24. There is that 

diflipation of a man’s wealth in jeattereth and yet 

the moft diffufe and liberal bene- increafeth : and there 

factions and charities, yet it hath 15 'vithholdeth 

more than is meet. 


22. As a iewel of 
gold in a fwine's 
fnout; fo is a fair 
woman which is 
without diferetion. 


23. The defire of 


of the 
wicked is wrath. 


been experienced by the richeft in 
good works greatly to have in- 
creafed: whereas, fharpnefs, ini¬ 
quity 


but it tendeth to po¬ 
verty. 
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2 -. The liberal 
foul lhall be made 
lac: and he that* 
watereth, lhall be 
watered alio himfelf. 


26. He that with- 
holdeth com, the 
people lhall curfe 
h>m: but blefling 
lhall be upon the 
head of him chat 
iellcth it . 


27. He that dili¬ 
gently feeketh good, 
procureth favour: 
but he that feeketh 
miichief, it lhall 
come unto him. 


28. He that truft- 
eth in his riches, 
fhall fall: but the 
righteous lhall flou- 
riih as a branch. 


29. He that troub¬ 
led* his own houfe 
Chnll inherit the 
wind: and the fool 

jhall 
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quity or an unreafonable parfimony Sect. 14. 
have been followed only with ne- 
ceflities and actual poverty. Proverbs 

A noble fpirit of generofity, or H* 
a turn of mind to do good, (hall 2 5 
be enriched with all temporal blef- 
fings: and he that as it were be¬ 
dews a few with his bounty, or 
fends forth fmaller dreams; the 
fame fhall fhortly be enabled to 
rain down the greateft plenty upon 
multitudes of lharers. 

He that any way for his own *6 
private advantage, produceth or 
increafeth a fcarcity of bread-corn ; 
the curfes or moll heavy cenfures 
of the common people will very 
defervedly fall upon him: but they 
will make honourable mention of 
his name, who helpeth them to this 
fupport of life at an equal and rea- 
fonable market. 


Talents wholly employed in do- *7 
ing good and mod afiiduoufly pro¬ 
moting happinefs, (hall doubtlefs be 
univerlally efteemed and beloved: 
whereas, a mind bent on evil and 
mifehief is never out of danger, and 
in due time fhall be compleatly 
miferable. 


He who, as (landing upon the 28 
firmed ground, is confident of his 
fecurity from his unrighteous mam¬ 
mon, (hall fall by fome fatal fnare 
or publick calamity: but as a 
branch from a deep-rooted dock 
grows and flourifhes; fo profperous 
and happy fhall the upright be in 
his religious dependence. 

He who by wholly devoting 29 
himfelf, right or wrong to raife 
their fortunes, ncgle&eth and de- 
gradeth the intellects and morals-af 
T 3 his 
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Sect. t4>hi9 family, till they are in mud- Jball be fervant to 
dy confufion or mcer fedimentj the wife of heart. 
Proverbs treafures fhall all Shortly fly as 
**• upon the wings of the wind: and 

the foolifh heavy rich be reduced, 
to ferve him in the loweft offices 
whofe fortune is ample, and at the 
fame time his charadcr excellent. 

30 As the tree of life is fuppofed to 30. The fruit of 
have had the virtue to immorta- the righteous is a 
Iize, fuch happy effects of ever- tree of life; and he 
lafting bleflednefs will the inftruc- that vvinneth fouls, 

tions of the righteous produce to ts W1 e “ 
thofe who duly attend to them: 
and he that impregnates or infpires 
men’s minds with the doctrines of 


true religion to their eternal falva- 
tion, is indeed eminent for the 
nobleft fcience of folid wifdom. 

31 The moft upright and deferving 
are obferved in this world to be 
liable to afflictions, and frequently 
involved in publick calamities: 
much heavier fufferings fhall befal, 
and lafting punifhments be inflic¬ 
ted on them who have obftinately 
fwerved from all rules of virtue, 
even from their grand mark hap- 
pinefs. 


3:. Behold, the 
righteous fhall be 
recompenced in the 
earth: much more 
the wicked and the 
finner. 


CHAP. XII. SECT. XV. 


Oppofstion> of loving and hating difcipline . Generous 
virtue and mifehievous wickcdnefs. Virtuous or vicious 
wife . fuft or unjuft rulers. Maturity or depravity 

of fentiments . Humanity or cruelty . Treachery or 

ftnecrity . Self - fufficiency or modefty . Truth or 

faljhood. Prudence or precipitancy , diligence or 
jlotbfulncfs . Virtue the way to all bappinefs. 

Chap. xii. 1. Chap, xii.i. 


Sect. 15. XTTHofoever, wherein he is \ T 7 Hofo loveth 
— v*--* VV ignorant or miftaken, rea- VV inftrudUon, 
Proverbs flfly admitteth himklf to he better loveth knowledge ; 
*• inform- k- ut 


xu. 1. 
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but he that hateth informed, fhews that he is a friend Sect. 15* 
reproof, it brutifli. G f truth and knowledge: whereas v — 1 

he that will not be brought to fub- P rove tb» 
mit to friendly admonition, may X11, *• 
properly be refetnbled for his un- 
tradfable temper to an headftrong 
brute. 

2. A good man He that leadeth a fober pious 2 
obtaineth favour of and exemplary life recommendeth 
the Lord: but a himfelfto the divine favour, and 
man of wicked de- f^all derive f rom thence all de- 

firable bleflings: whereas a man 
chargeable with criminal noxi¬ 
ous defigns and practices will he 
confign over to deferved punifh- 


vices will be con¬ 
demn. 


3. A man fhall 
not be eltabli/hed 
by wickednefs: but 
the root of the righ¬ 
teous fhall not be 
moved. 

4. A virtuous wo¬ 
man is a crown to 
her liuiband: but 
(he that maketh a- 
fhamed, is as rotten- 
nefs in his bones. 


5. The thoughts 
of the righteous are 
right: but the coun- 
fels of the wicked 
art deceit. 


ment. 

Whatever a man may promife 3 
himfelf, he fhall never gain a fure 
footing or lafting fettlement by 
difhoneft wicked adlions. Whereas 
the liability of an upright good 
one, like a deep-rooted tree, will 
defy all attempts to fhake it. 

A woman of excellent fenfe and 4 
entire good character, as a crown 
to the head, is an ornament and 
honour to her hufband : but as a 
putrifying quality got into his 
bones which more and more cor- 
rupteth them, is fhe that by the 
diforder of her pafilons or extra¬ 
vagance of her proceedings, throws 
all his affairs into confufion. 

Take the grounds and reafons 5 
along with the external circum- 
flances, of a religious and upright 
man’s practices in whatever ftation, 
and they will ftand the ftri&eft teft 
of an impartial enquiry for perfect 
equity : Whereas, the policy direc¬ 
tion or adminiftration which is in 
the hand of an ungodly wicked 
one, entirely conftft of fly craft 
and the vileft deception. 

T 4 


The 
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^Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 15. The difcourfe of the impious 
‘ u -—'and abandoned treats principally 
Proverbs 0 n laying fnares to takp away lives: 
xu. 6. but g uarc j e( j expreflions of 

fmcere perfons (hall extricate them 
from their moft infidious devices. 

7 However highly exalted and 
fcemingly eftablifhed they may be, 
a fudden and entire overthrow (hall 
happen to the wicked and impe¬ 
nitent, fo that they (hall never be 
any more: whereas the houfe and 
family of the virtuous and pious 
(hall (land firm and unfhaken. 

8 Proportionably to the degrees of 
mature judgment and exadt pru¬ 
dence a man’s expreflions difpJay, 
(hall he (hine in the efteem and 
applaufes of others: but he who is 
diftorted depraved and ftupid in his 
heart and mind, will be had in the 
utmoft contempt and abhorrence. 

9 He that feeks and gets an honeft 
livelihood in the lowed and moft 
fervile condition without being 
burdenfome; is preferable t.o him 
who boafts of his honourable pa¬ 
rentage, difdains alltoilfomelabour; 
confequently ftarves or is fupported 
by others, and truly cumbers the 

• 

10 A good and humane man is at¬ 
tentive to the well-being of his 
beaft; and confideratc as to the 
fupport that is provided, and the 
burdens which are laid upon it: as 
to the ungodly and tyrannical, their 

utmoft 



6. b The words of 
the wicked are to lie 
in wait for blood : 
but the mouth of 
the upright (hall de¬ 
liver them. 

7. The wicked 
are overthrown, and 
are not: but the 
houfe of the righ¬ 
teous (hall (land. 


8. A man (hall 
be commended ac¬ 
cording to bis wif- 
dom : but he that is 
of a perverfe heart 
(hall be defpifed. 


9. He that is def¬ 
pifed, and hath a 
fervant, is better 
then he that honour- 
eth himfelf, and 
lacketh bread. 


10. A righteous 
man regardeth the 
life of his beaft : but 
the tender mercies 
of the wicked are 
cruel. 


b Schultens feems inclined to enlarge the interpretation to 

i lcnote falle crafty men in the affairs of religion, and zea- 
ous defenders of the truth and virtue of it, with the harm 
or good thereby done to the fouls of men. Vid. Net . 
Prov. Xiv. 2 5. 
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utmoft indulgence or tendered pity, Sect. 15. 
whether to man or beaft, are the 
height of cruelty. Proverbi 

11. He that tilleth He who is induftrious in agricul- x *h W* . 
hi.s land (hall be ture, or any other honeft calling, 11 

f uisficd with bread : as t h e na tural effeX thereof fhall 
but he that follow- comman( j th e f ew neceflaries of 

3 d of"undedta'nd- life >. P robabl y man y d f rable con - 
• veniencies: but he who gives up 

himfelf to loofe idle company that 

Juve no bufinels,fhews an extreme 

deficiency in common fenfe and 

prudence. 

12. The wicked A perfon of no honour or con-12 

defircth the net of fcience longeth for the chace, and 
evil men: but the t he fpoil, which the violent and 
root of the righteous oppreffive right or wrong poflefs 
yieldtih/ruj/. themfelves of: but the foundation 

the righteous proceed upon, like a 
flrong rooted fruit-tree, will yield 
them a fufficiency of fupplies and 
the moft pleafing reflexions. 

13. The wicked is The prevaricating difeourfe of 13 
inared by the tranf- the falfe mail cnfnarcs him: the 
greflion of Irs lips : farther he proceeds the mote in- 
but the jull fhall exiricably is he entangled, and at 
come out 0 trouble. j a fl. ru ‘ ine( j ■ but whatever difficul¬ 
ties he meets with who fpeaks ftriX 
truth, or whatever alperfious are 
caft on him, he fhall readily acquit 
himfelf to every one’s entire fatis- 
faXion. 


14. A man {hall Whatever a man hath fpoken >4 
be latisfied with good that is truly good and fitting, he 
by the fruit of his fhall in plenty reap the benefit; and 
mouth, and the re- what his hands have cherifhed, or 
co m pence of a man s performed with pleafure, in its due 

, an j ,k. e ren “ courfe fhall be made to retort upon 
acred unto him. , - 

him. 


15. The way of a 
fool is right in his 
own eyes: but he 
that hearkneth unto 
cpL'nle), is wife. 


In his own fond imagination, *5 
the opinion or judgment of the 
abfurd and blockifh is perfeXly 
equal at)d reafonable: but the re- 

, fleXins 
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Sect. 15. flefting and confederate readily 
S J attends to and impartially examines 
Proverbs the fober advice of his fuperiors in 
*“• * 5 ' years and experience. 

16 As to a weak and paflionate 
man, on flight occafions his refent- 
ments inftantly rife into a burning 
indignation: but the fedate and 
temperate fupprefles his immediate 
fenfe of trifling indignities, forgives 
offences; and neither outrages nor 
avenges wrongs. 

ij He who freely declares what is 
ftridtly true and right, fpeaks with 
firmnefs, ftrength and perfedt fafety; 
but there is no depending on him 
for any thing, who will openly 
atteft barefaced falfhoods. 

(8 There is that in intemperate 
fudden effufions penetrateth and 
woundeth, like the deepeft (labs 
of a fharp-pointed fword: but a 
truly wife and good man’s gentle 
and tender expreflions are peculiar¬ 
ly reftorative of health and peace. 

19 A growing regard will be (hewed 
and entire confidence placed in 
him, who lays a folid foundation 
for them by invariably fpeaking 
and adfing according to the dic¬ 
tates of truth and integrity : but in 
the twinkling of an eye his repu¬ 
tation is loft, who deliberately falfi- 
fies; neither will he ever afterwards 
be credited. 

20 The vileft deceit, and likewife 
concious guilt that will fome time 
frnite it, are in the heart of them 
who contrive mifchief: but to the 
advifers and (launch abettors of 
peace, eafe, and the mod extenfive 
happinefs there is conftant ferenity 
and the nobleft fatisfadlion. 

There 


the 


16. A fools wratk 
is presently known; 
but a prudent mass 
covered frame. 


17. He that fpeak- 
eth truth, fheweth 
forth righteoufnefs; 
but a falfe witnefs, 
deceit, 

18. There is that 
fpeakech like the 
piercings of a fword: 
but the tongue of 
the wife is health. 


19. The lip of 
truth (hall be efta- 
blifhcd for ever: but 
a lying tongue is but 
for a moment. 


20. Deceit is in 
the heart of them 
that imagine evil: 
but to the counfel* 
lors of peace is joy. 
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21. There ftall 
no evil happen to 
the jull: but the 
wicked fhall be filled 
with mifchief. 


22. Lying lips are 
abomination to the 
Lord; but they that 
deal truly ar* his 
delight. 


23. A prudent man 
concealeth know¬ 
ledge : but the heart 
cl tools proclaimeth 
/ooliihnefs. 


24. The hand of 
the diligent (hall 
bear rule: but the 
(lothful lhall be un¬ 
der tribute. 


There fhall no iniquitous and Sect. 15. 
pernicious defigns contrived againft 
the upright and pious, be fuffered Proverbs 
to grow to fuch maturity and meet x “v 21 * 
with fuch occafions, as to enfnare 
and totally deftroy him: but all 
evils and miferies are in perfeftrea- 
dinefs as to the unjuft and ungodly, 
who is ripe for and lhall have the 
greateft abundance of them. 

Thofe who pervert the ufe of 2 z 
fpeech to falihood, in order to de¬ 
ceive and beguile others, in the 
eyes of a juft and true God render 
themfelves odious and abominable: 
but they are extremely acceptable 
to him, who defign fpeak and a 
in perfect conformity to the rules 
of truth and faithfulnefs. 

The fagacious and experienced *3 
conceal and pafs by m2ny things 
they are acquainted with, without 
a publick notice which would an- 
fwer no good purpofe: but the 
heart which is thoroughly foolifh 
and ftupid, unrefervedly declareth 
whatever is unadvifed and abfurd, 
greatly lilly or really criminal in 
itfeif or in others. 

A£Hvity, acutenefs, andinduftry H 
in buiinefs will frequently advance 
a man to a condition of indepen¬ 
dency and civil authority : but the 
remifs and negligent, as provinces 


25. Heavinefs in 
the heart of man 
inaketh it ftoop' but 
a good word maketh 
it glad. 


that never aftert their own liberty, 
fhall always pay tribute, or remain 
in a ftate of obfeurity dependance 
and flavery. 

Anxiety or extreme perplexity 25 
in the heart of man will make it 
fink in forrow : but expreffions of 
kindnefs infpiring good hopes of 
more profperous days, will revive 
and rejoice it. 


The 
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Sect. 15* The righteous good man, as 
pitching his tent for him, will 
Proverbs di re £t his neighbour how to proceed 
xiii. 26. w ith caut j on an( j p ru( j en ce: but 

the way of an irregular wicked one 
makes himfdf and all that follow 
him, wander as in a vaft folitude, 
in all vanity and emptinefs. 

27 The flothful man hath not the 
pleafure of enjoying the fruits of 
his own labour: indeed his remifT- 
nefs deceives him as to any good 
fruit; neither will he roues game 
or engage in labour: whereas a 
man’s moft valuable acquifitions 
and heavy wealth are the effedls of 
his activity and determined dili¬ 
gence. 

28 In the regular courfe of an un¬ 
feigned and exemplary virtue and 
piety, there is life and happinefs: 
even in that royal high road, there 
is no dying but a certain endlefs 
immortality. 


the 

2 6. c The righ¬ 
teous is more excel¬ 
lent than his neigh¬ 
bour: but the way 
of the wicked fe- 
duceth them. 


27. The flothful 
«uz//roalteth not that 
which he took in 
hunting: but the 
fubttancc of a di¬ 
ligent man is pre¬ 
cious. 


28. In the way of 
righteoufnefs is life; 
and in the path way 
thereof there is no 
death. 


CHAP. XIII. 


SECT. XVI. 


Reflexions^ on behaviour and admonition. The govern¬ 
ment of the tongue . Indolence , Integrity . Vanity. 

Ill-gotten wealth. Obferving inflruliion. Virtuous 
defigns. Faithful mefengers . Sober company. Righ¬ 
teous prallices. Difciphne of youth . A competency . 


Chap. xiii. I. Chap. xiii. 1 

SECT _^ A W r ire l| n r Virt f T r h iS A^hisfather" 

-TX naturaHy fupp°red t o have fe- ; nllruflion . but a 
Proverbs ceived from his parents and duly fcorner heareth 

not 

. improved re buke. 


s 

a 


Kill. 1 


c Taylor renders, the righteous , the good man will make 
his friend to fearch carefully , to proceed with caution, i. e. 
good men direft one another with caution and prudence, 
but the way, &C. 
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2. A man fhall 
cat good by the fruit 
of bis mouth: but 
the foul of the tranf- 
grciTors foall eat vio¬ 
lence. 


3, He that keep- 
cth his mouth, keep- 
eth his life: but he 
that openeneth wide 
his lips, (hall have 
Jellrudlion. 


4. The foul of 
the i fluggard de¬ 
file th, and hath no¬ 
thing : but the foul 
of the diligent (hall 
be made fat. 


5. A righteous 
man hateth lying: 
but a wicked tna?i is 
lothfome, and com- 
eth to lhamc. 


improved a regular education and Sect. 16. 
all neceflary difeipline: whereas a <—■ 
fcofFer at virtue and things facred, Proverbs 
is rcafonably fufpe&ed to have 1 * 

wanted proper reftraints, and been 
early corrupted through exceflive 
indulgence. 

As the effe& of his prudent and 2 
candid behaviour and expreflions, an 
upright good man fhall enjoy pjenty 
of the beft provifions: but the ut- 
moft avidity or greednefs of the 
equivocating and perfidious fhall 
be confined to thofe unripe fruits, 
that within will work moft vio¬ 
lently and give him the extremity 
of torture. 

He that keepeth a conftant guard 3 
over his difeourfe that it be not' 
hafty or inconfiderate, may herein 
truly be faid to guard his life and 
happinefs: he that as burfting his 
lips with overftretching them, 
fpeaks without the leaf! referve or 
caution; like a bow that is de¬ 
prived of its elafticity fhall be ut¬ 
terly difabled from doing either 
himfelf or others fervice. 

The keeneft appetite of the 4 
flothful, as to the provifion he 
makes for it, is all wifbes or 
cravings and vacuity or emptinefs; 
the fupplies of his labour are no¬ 
thing: but the defire of the adfive 
and induftrious fhall be abundantly 
gratified with the richeft delicacies. 

A good and righteous man is fo$ 
far from attending to or encoura^- 
ing the faIfchoods and calumnies 
with which fcandal-mongers go 

about 


d Sb'ggard, tardator, tardipes, a cru re intorto. Vid . Scbult . 

in Lie* 
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Sect. 16. about, exprefTes an entire abhor- 

9 rence of them: but an ungodly a- 
Proverbs bandoned one propagates and fixes 
xm. 5. foulefl fianders; loads others 

and at laft himfelf with the greateft 
weight of infamy. 

6 The exa&nefs of a fcrupulous 
virtue will keep up the integrity of 
a man’s life and character ; fo that 
he fhall feldom by any fudden 
temptation be furprifed into fin: 
but that wickednefs which con¬ 
founds all differences of things will, 
as it were, lubricate the pafTages 
to all manner of backflidings, and 
hurry Tinners on from trefpafs to 
trefpafs, till they are quite bewil¬ 
dered and ruined. 

7 There is, that in his vain boat¬ 
ing maketh himfelf rich, as to 
pofiefling the inward wealth of vir¬ 
tue, probity, and religion ; and yet 
is entirely void of all of them: on 
the other hand, there is that mak¬ 
eth himfelf poor with the fmcerefl 
ffudy and pra&ice of thefe; or is 
moft humble and modeft in his 
pretences to them, yet truly hath 
the nobleft growing riches. 

8 The redemption of a man’s foul 
that it go not down into the pit, 
are thefe moft excellent and in¬ 
valuable riches: neverthelefs the 
poor who is deftitute of them, will 
not duly attend to the fevereft ad¬ 
monition to take due care; or pro¬ 
vide bags that wax not old a trea- 
fure in heaven. 

9 Like that of the rifing fun, the 
light of the pious and worthy will 
more and more chearfully fhine 
forth, and his felicity be continually 
increafing: whereas the lamp of 

the 


the 


6. Righteoufnefa 
keepeth him that is 
upright in the way: 
but wickednefs over- 
throweth the finner. 


7. There is th~: 
maketh himfelf rich, 
yet hath nothing; 
there is that maketh 
himfelf poor, yet 
hath great riches. 


8. The ranfom of 
a man’s life are his 
riches: but the poor: 
heareth not rebuke- 


9. The light of! 
the righteous re- ■ 
joiceth: butthelarap i 
of the wicked fhall 
be put out. 
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io. Only by pride 
cometh contention: 
but with the well- 
ad vifed is wifdom. 


11, Wealth gotten 
by vanity, lhall be 
diminifhed: but he 
that gathereth by 
labour,ihaIIincreafe. 


12. Hope deferred 
maketh the heart 
fick: but *wben the 
deli re cometh, it is 
a tree of life. 


13. Whofo def- 
pifeth the word, (hall 
be c deftroyed: but 
he that feareth the 
commandment, lhall 
be rewarded. 


the wicked and all his feeming Sect. 16.' 
luftre will grow dimmer and dim- 
mer, till it be wholly burnt out or ^ r . over ^ >s * 
extinguifhed into obfcure darknefs. Xlllm 9 * 

The moft frivolous matters, 10 
where there is a fwelling arrogance 
or confirmed obftinacyon all fides, 
will give occafion for the moft 
rancorous contention: but with 
thofe who take advice and a<ft up¬ 
on principles of moderation, there 
is a bridling and reftraining of all 
angry paflions, according to the 
laws of virtue and wifdom. 

Wealth accummulated by the 11 
indirect wicked meafures of circum¬ 
vention violence or opprefiion, fhall 
early be diflipated: but he who 
gathereth by the hand of an inde¬ 
fatigable and honeft induftry, lhall 
greatly increafe his fubftance. 

Hope of fome very defirable 12 
good protra£led beyond the time 
when its objedl was fully depended 
on to be enjoyed, is extremely af¬ 
flictive to as if it excoriated the 
heart: but when the wilhed for 
event takes place, it creates a plea- 
fure and vigour in the mind like 
immortality: or as the tree of lifo 
would have done in paradife. 

Whoever with a profane heart 13 
and mouth violates and tlilhonours 
God’s word of truth and righ- 
teoufnefs, pledges himfelf for, or 
binds over his foul to future punifh- 
ment: whereas he who treats with 

the 


• Jechabel lo : not as in our Englijh Jhall be deftroyed, but 
cppijjmrrabitur ei 9 viz. ad poenam. He pledges himfelf; or 
a pleage is taken of him for future fumfhment • Or as the 
f ulg, Lat. Ipfe fe in futurum obligate 
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Sect. 16. theutmoft reverence the holy com- 

mandment, the fame (hall certainly 
Proverbs rewarded. 

xm. 13. As a flowing fountain of the 

~ fweetefr cleareft water refrefhes and 
fertilizes the ground, fo pleaflng 
and beneficial is the inftru&ive dif- 
courfe of the wife and religious; 
in order to keep himfelf and others 
at the greateft diftance from fal¬ 
ling into the fnares of fin and death. 

Where there is a reafonable ma¬ 
turity of good fenfe and prudence, 
it renders men eafy of accefs, af¬ 
fable gentle and benign: but the 
behaviour of the treacherous and 
perfidious is molt untraftable and 
auftere favage and cruel. 

i£ A fagacious and experienced 
man formeth and executeth all 
his fchemes, with great caution 
and deliberation: but an inconfi- 
derate ftupid one in whatever he 
fays or does, betrays his own ra(h- 
nefs and folly. 

17 An envoy or meflenger whofe 
paflions are ungoverned, or in the 
turbulency of his temper who dif* 
tinguifhes not betwixt right and 
wrong arbitrates affairs into awider 
difference of mifunderftanding and 
mifehief: but an equal fteady and 
faithful ambaflador is an healer of 
breaches, or a reftorer of peace. 

18 He has reafon to be apprehen- 
five of the mod abjeft poverty, 
^nd ftrongeft brands of infamy, 
who breaks in upon the feiies of 

duties 


14. The law of 
the wife is a foun¬ 
tain of life, to depart 
from the fnares of 
death. 


15. Good under- 
flanding giveth fa¬ 
vour, but the way 
of tranfgreflors is 
hard. 


j6 . Every prudent 
man dealeth with 
knowledge: but a 
fool layeth open bis 
folly. 


17. A wicked mef- 
fenger ( falleth into 
jnifehief: but a faith¬ 
ful ambaflador is 
health. 


18. Poverty and 
fhame /ballbe to him 
that refufeth inflruc- 
tion: but he that 
re^ardeth 

O 


* Falleth, does not feem tp be the fut . Kal from /E 3 
to fall, but the fut. Nipb. from to arbitrate, to fettle or 
decide an affair ; in the form it is ufed, Pfal. cvi. 50. Ezei* 
xvi. 52. 
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rfganleth rtproof, duties enjoined him, or dfflolves Sect. i£» 
ihall be honoured. all difcipfine ;’ and will "be under —v - ^- 1 

no reftriiint: but he that attcndeth Proverb* 
-to and-duly improveth admonition, x ' 11, ,8, 
fhall be poffefled of immenfq opu¬ 
lence &nd th^'Kigheft dignity. 

19. The de/iresac- It is af ‘ttoble 'vitfory, arid gives 19 
con>p)ifhed is fweet the mind an entireTatisfaftion even 
to the foul; but it is the fublimeft pleafute, to havetnade 
abomination to fools concupifcence fubfide; e#t?ngui{h- 
to depart from evil. e( j j ts heat or quite broken its Vio¬ 
lence : biit idle foolifh perfofrs Tef 
nourice and -abbot all fhblights of 
retrenching their criminal tfeftres; 
of ceafing to do evil ati r d’ learning 
to do-^ell; *' k ' 

r* j 

20. He that walk- Do you be principally ebhverfant 20 
eth with Wife' men, with Judicious folid perfons, is'thc 
ihall be wife: but a fame thing as to Tay, do you be 
companion of fools judicious and folid confident and 
ihall be deftroyed. a jj 0 p ^ p| ece youtfelf: but be that 

entertairiet'h’ arid only is drilighted 
in the filly ind diffipating, [hall be 
diillpated (haltered or broken. 

21. Evil h purfueth As a mantle to their backs, their 21 

Tinners: but to the iniquities flick clofe to, prefS hard 
righteous good ihall U p 0n fmners: but that good erf vir- 
be repaid. tue which the righteous are-molt 

zealous td cultivate and excel in, 
fhall yield them immediate and con- 
ftaht fruit and happinefs. * 

22. A good man He that a£ls in all refpejJls as is 22 
leaveth an inherit- reafoirable and equal, fliafl'make 
ance to his children’s his pofterity inherit wealth, which 
children: and the his i n duftry has acquired, in a re¬ 
wealth g U j ar fucceflion from generation to 

B Ac (amplified, IT!"! fignifies both to exifi, to he done, and 
likewife to fnbfidc, fink down, be /pent broken or exhaufied. 

Dsn. ii. 1. viii. 27. Thus Leyi Ben Gerfon renders, defiderium 
abruftum> et <vo!uptas cohibita dulceject , &c. 

h Purfuetb , the Arab, fignifieth one that fitteth upon the 
fi.ime boife behind tie back of another. 

V01..IV. u 


gene" 
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Sect. 16. generation: and the riches of the wealth of the firmer 
-"v—^ avaricious fraudful wicked, in the is laid up for the juft. 
Proverbs mutabilities of human affairs, or 
xui. 22. t h e extravagance of his fucceffors, 
fhail devolve upon as if they had 
adtually been accumulated for the 
man of virtue and probity. 

23 An abundant fufficieney of pro- 23. Much food is 
vifions arifes to the induftriouspoor, the tillage of the 
from the conftant indefatigable P 00r: but there is 
pains he bellows in cultivating his *^ at * s ^eftroyed f° r 
ground: whereas the largeft fub- want of judgment. 

fiance and riches are, as a razor 
fhaveth the head or beard, fwepfc 


quite away by floth and luxury: 
or early difiipated where there is 
no indullry or ceconomy. 

24 He that from an excelfive fond- 
nefs refraineth to corredl his fon’s 
faults, in effedl hateth him: hut 
he that is truly concerned for his 
welfare, and intent to form his 


24. He that fpa- 
reth his rod, hateth 
his fon, but he that 
loveth him, chaiiea- 
eth him betimes. 


mind to virtue and prevent evil 
habits, is moll vigilant and early 
in his difcipline. 

2z There lhall be plenty of all ne- 2 5. The righteous 
ceffaries provided for the upright ® a . tct ^ ^. e *. an “ 

and pious and he lhall chearfully JSVbeHjTor.he 
enjoy it: but there lhall be daily wicked want . 
greater deficiencies of fupport for the 
appetite of the wicked: or it lhall 


grow fo exorbitant as never to be 
fatisfied. 


CHAP. 
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C II A P. XIV. SECT. XVII. 

Contrary effefis, of wifdom or folly in women's domejltck 
character. Of fincerity or diftorted ways in the matter 
of religion. Of truth or faljhood in bearing tcjlimony. 
Of fcorning or ingenuity . Acuttnefs or Jiupidity. Grief 
or joy . Iniquity or integrity. Credulity or caution . 
Diffidence or prefumption. Of being good or evil. Poor 
or rich. Unrelenting or merciful. A Rive or talkative . 
Advantages of relig ion. . <¥. unanimity or dijfenftons. 
Mildnefs or paffjonatenefs. A gratulatory difpofition or 
envious one. Upprejfton or lenity . National virtue » 
Royal favour or difpleafure . 


Chap. xiv. I. 


Chap, xiv. i. 


E VERY wife wo¬ 
man buildeth 
her ho life: but the 
foolifh plucketh it 
down with her 
hands. 


2. He that walketh 
in his uprightnefs, 
feareth the Lord: 
but be that is per- 
verfe in his ways, 
defpifeth him. 


3. In the mouth 
of the foolifh is a 
rod of pride: but 
the lips of the wife 
(hall preferve them. 


C Onfiderate prudent women* Sect. 17. 

each of them, as building an 
houfe, by the regular difpofition of'-Proverbs 

all her domeftick affairs, raifeth** v ‘ K 
her family in the regard and efteem 
of all around it: whereas, the in- 
difereet and foolifh as demoliftiing 
one that is already ered^ed, by her ne¬ 
gligence and extravagance reduces 
it to the loweft {late, often entirely 
ruins it. 

He that uniformly a£leth as in- * 
tegrity didlates, yet is confdous of 
fo many infirmities,thathis religious 
homage to the All-difcerning God, 
is not performed without facred 
awe and the utmoft reverence: but 
he that in his courfe of life turneth 
afide from that which is right, true, 
and juft, fhews a peculiar negledfc 
and contempt of him and his wor- 
fhip. 

In the mouth of the ignorant 3 

and fillv there is a licentious arro- 

■/ 

glnt tongue which fcourges others, 
and in the ilfue brings punifhment 
upon the p^oud himfulf: but the 
U 2 fub- 
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Sect. 17. fubmiflive modeft language of the 

J prudent and thinking, fhall guard 
Proverbs ih^m from all evil and danger, 
xiv. 3. * Where no oxen or bulls are kept, 

4 the, flail, yard, or threlhing floor 
is pcrfe&fy clean and neat: but a 
growing advantage and the greateft 
revenue arife from the ftrong labour 
of thefe moft ufeful creatures. 

5 He whofe fidelity hath been pro¬ 
ved, who never hath been found 
in his ordinary converfe to falfify, 
will be reckoned to fpeak truth in 
his publick teftimonies: but he 
who hath.been fufpedled or actually 
known to be guilty of this meaneft 
vice, will not be fully credited in 
his moft folemn atteftation before 
a court of judicature. 

6 A felf-conceited carping and 
fcornful man endeavoureth to pro¬ 
cure religious wifdom, but in vain, 
theFe is none to be difcovered by 
thofe whodefpife it: whereas no¬ 
thing is more eafy and obvious to 
the difcerning and well-difpofed ; 
that knows its worth and enquires 
after it with difcretion. 

7 Place yourfelf over-againft an 

- heavy and effeminate rich fool, and 

give the clofeft attention to every 
word he utters; and after all you 
will never be able to obferve any 
thing like knowledge and difcern- 
itient to proceed from his lips. 


4. Where no * 
oxen are , the crib is 
clean: but much in- 
creafe is by the 
ftrength of the ox. 

5. A faithful wit- 
nefs will not lie : but 
a falfe witnefs will 
utter lies. 


6 . A fcorner feck- 
eth wifdom, and 
findeth k not: bat 
knowledge is eafy 
unto him that un~ 
derftandeth. 


- f 

1 1 

. 7. k Go from the 
prefence of a foolilh 
maD, when thou per- 
ceiveft not ; in. him 
the lips of know¬ 
ledge. 


The 


• v Oxen, in the earlieft ages feem to have been ufed for 
plowing the land, bearing home the hai veil, and treading 
out the corn. 

k The learned Dr Grey renders, depart from the prefena 
a fool , and one that under funds not , cr regards not the lift 
of knowledge, ’* 



Book 

S The wlfdom of 
the prudent is to un¬ 
derhand his way: but 
the folly of fools is 
deceit. 


9. Fools make a 
mock at fin : but a- 
mong the righteous 
there it favour. 


10. The heart 
knoweth his own 
bilternefs: and a 

tlrangcr doth not in- 
termeddle with his 
joy. 


11. The houfe of 
the wicked fhall be 
overthrown: but the 
tabernacle of the up¬ 
right dull llourhh. 


12.The re is 1 way 
which leemeth ritrht 

C> 

unto a man : but the 
end thereof are the 
vi a) s of death. 
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The firmeft compa&nefs and Sbct. 17. 
nobleft excellence of a truly faga- -v“—' 

cious prudent man is to dire& his Proverbs 
courfe, fo that he offend no law of x * Vt ' 
religious virtue: but the fixed groff- 
nefs and impenetrable ftupidity of 
heavy wicked fools, is a blind im- 
pulfe that drives them on to deceive 
betray and deftroy. 

Trefpaffes conciliate the favourable 9 
regard of thofe who are unadvifed 
or under the influence of a corrupt 
judgment: but the good and fincere 
are conne&ed by the nobleft ties 
of mutual efteem and good will. 

Or fin makes fools deride one an¬ 
other ; but that virtue and gofcd- 
nefs which are truly acceptable, 
conciliate and eftablifh friendfhip 
amongft the upright. 

Every one in his own inward 10 
feeling of it, is beft acquainted with 
what exafperates and aggrieved 
him; or with the bitternefs of his 
fufterings; no one befides can per¬ 
ceive for him: neither can a ftran- 
ger penetrate into or partake of the 
latent fources of his joys. 

How ftable and fixed foever the 11 
manfion of wicked unjuft men may 
feem to ftand, yet it (hall be fwept 
away by fome hidden and irre¬ 
trievable deftru£lion: but the move- 
able tent of the good and righteous 
like a thriving plant, fhall grow 
and flourifh in all irifttfittite of 
profperity. 

There is a courfe of life, which IZ 
at the time when a man enters up¬ 
on it, through the blindnefs of his 
mind or precipitancy of his pafiions, 
feemetfi equ^l direct an^ .plain for 
happinefsV But the latter, end ojr 
U j future. 
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Sect. 17. future ftate of it, is clearly courfes 
of death and mifery. 

- s Even in the brighteft feenes of ij.Eveninlaugh- 
1 * I2,I 3 ‘ unreferved mirth or the loudeft ter the heart is for- 
laughter, the heart is fickly and rowful: and the end 
gloomy : and the final ifl'ue of the °f that mirth is 
fmootheft pleafure is attrition and heavinefs. 
afperity, painful rubs, or the moft 
complicated knotted raggednefs. 

14 He who with an utter averfion 14. The 1 back- 
to all reftraints, and an obflinate Aider in heart (ball 
abhorrence of virtue and religion, ^ Ailed with his 
adts diredlly contrary to their laws; own wa y s; an ^ a 
whilft he is vexatious to others is -^ a .. e 

much more grievous and intolerable ( e ]f 
to himfelf: whereas, the man who • 
is under the influence of the divine 


precepts, and abounds in all the 
offices of piety and charity, from 
the root and principle within him¬ 
felf and which is truly his own, 
that produces this fruit, cannot fail 
to be happy; neither is it in the 
power of another to deprive him 
of it. 

15 The inexperienced and unguard¬ 
ed eafily credits whatever is told 
him; without confidering who it 
is that reports, or what he hath 
reported: on the other hand, the 
confiderate and circumfpe£t, like 
the wreftler a firm footing in his 
exercifes, takes care by a due en¬ 
quiry to proceed upon good ground. 

16 A wife and truly pious man, 
though it is his niofl felicitous en¬ 
deavour to pradlife virtue and avoid 
all wickednefs, yet he works out 
his falvation with fear and tremb¬ 
ling; with the utmoft diffidence of 

true 


i;.The Ample be¬ 
lie veth every word : 
but the prudent man 
Iooketh well to bis 
going. 


16. A wife man 
feareth, and depart- 
eth from evil: but 
the fool rageth and 
is confident. 


t $a(hj!i(ler y J'D fignifies taking fuch courfes as are direfl 
ly contrary to virtue and religion. 
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true modefty and conftapt caution Sect. 17. 
of fincere religion: whereas theun- v-—* 

godly fool goes right on in a moft Proverbs 
audacious courfc of abandoned x * v# l ^ m 
tranfgreflion, and yet is filled with 
confidence that he is perfedUy 
fecure, 

17. if/ that is foon The paffionatc weak man whole >7 
angry, dealcth fool* burning indignation is eafily ex- 
iftily: and a man of cited, may be expedled to commit 

™ wicked devices is the greateft overfights, or be guilty 
hated. of the grofleft folly: and he that 

behaveth in a fcornful haughty in- 
folent manner is worthy of, and 
certain to be diftinguifhed with an 
univerfal odium. 

18. The fimple The fickle and unadvifed in (lead 
inherit folly : but of the nobleft inheritance of folid 
the prudent are « wifdom, can reafonably promife 
crowned with know- themfelves the poflefllon only of 

growing folly and ftupidity; but 
the vigilant and prudent, as in- 
circling their heads with crowns, 
encompafs knowledge; feek from 
every quarter till they find it, or 
with the utmoft diligence profecute 
till they make it their own. 

19. The evil bow It fometimes happens, how much *9 

before the good: foever during their profperity they 
and the wicked at have defpifid them, that the evil 
the gates of the and wicked humbly fubmit to the 
righteous. direction of the more wife and 

valuable: and the unjuft and djf- 
trafling as vafials or clients, attend 
the gates of the pious and bene- 
U 4 volent 


m Wicked devices* Schultens and others interpret the origi¬ 
nal rather, one that carrieth the head high through pride* 
draivcth or bridleth up the nojlrils hv vjay of fneer or di/dairf • 
Hence to behave in a fcornful, tfc. 

n Crowned* literally, the prudent /hall encompafs knet'j- 
ledge* i,e , feek it, and follow it with all diligence. Thus, 
to encompafs Cod is to frequent his fanfltuary, moll devoytjy 
to make addrefies to hitq. 
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Sfcc-r. 17! volent to, implore their protection 



advice; or afliftance. 


Proverbs The'moft important diftir.&ion 
xiVvl^,zo. inihe eye of the generality of man¬ 
kind, ; is that of rich and poor: not 
only - to, Grangers but to his ac¬ 
quaintance and afTbciate, is the per- 


20. The poor is 
hated even of his 
own neighbour: but 
the rich batb many 
friends. 


' fon offenfive, who conflicts with 
neceflities and in fordid apparel 
fhews ftrong marks of poverty : 
whereas the friends, at leaft flat¬ 
terers and parafites of the rich'are 
a growing crowded number. 

21 He that affronts reproaches or 
any way abufes his neighbour on- 
the meer account of his adverflty, 
v ought himfelf to be reckoned a 
wicked man, and out of the true 
way to. happinefs: but he that is 
tenderly affeded towards, and 
(heweth all the favour in his pow¬ 
er to the neceflitous and diftrefied, 
{hall be recompenced with all con¬ 
ceivable felicity and bleflednefs. 
aa Do they not wander in ,under- 
ftanding, morals and religion, like 
loft fheep in a wildernefs, who as 
artificers defign their labour, or 
hufband-men plow their land, con¬ 
trive what is injurious and vexa¬ 
tious? but extraordinary circutn- 
llances of human profperity, and 
the perfect certainty of their Jong 
continuance, (hall reward their 
generous virtue, whofe ftudy and 
endeavour it is to promote an uni- 
verfal well-being and happinefs. 

23 In alj inftances of an induftrious 
vigorous application, there is an 
addition of ftrength and firmnefs, 
improvement and advantage: but 
windy talk or extravagant oftenta- 
iiOn produceth only growing wants. 


21. He that de- 
fpifeth his neighbour 
finneth : but he that 
hath mercy on the 
poor, h^ppy is he. 


22. Do they not 
err that devife evil ? 
but mercy and truth 
Jball be to them that 
devife good. 


23. In,all labour 
there is probt: but 
the talk of the lips 
tendetb Only to pe¬ 
nury. 


^ 


As 
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24- The crown As a crown adorneth the tern- Sect; if. 
of the wife is their pies, fo do riches both recompence 
riches: but the fool- and truly become the wife and vir- Proverbs 
ifhnefs of fools it tuous, who underfland their proper X1V * 2 4 * 
folly. ufes and an fwer their nobleft pur- 

pofes: but the loads of wealth which 
fall to the heavy and foolifh only 
aggravate his ftupidity; and give 
him the opportunity of more 
glaringly expofing himfelf by his 
luxury pride and effeminacy. 

25. A true witnefs A generous and inflexible affertof 2 5 
delivereth fouls: but of plain certain truth, whether iri 

a deceitful witnefs civil or religious affairs, frequently 
fpeaketh lies. extricates men from the greateft 

dangers: on the other hand, he 
whofe difcourfe breaths guile and 
fafhood hurries them into delufion 
and deftru£tion. 

26. In the fear of In the religious veneration and 26 
the Lord is ftrong uniform obedience of the Ever-* 
confidence; and his living God, there is, as it were, 
children fhall have a nioft fecure place or impregnable 

fortrefs, which may always be fled 
to for ftrength or refuge : and how¬ 
ever violently his children are op- 
preffed, even when nothing is left 
befldes for them to do, this flrcngth 


a place of refuge. 


or refuge fhall remain a certain 


afylum or full fecurity. 

27. The fear of As a flowing fountain of the 2 7 
the Lord is a foun- fweeteft element refrefhes and 
tain of life, to depart ftrengthens the animal frame, fo 
from the fnares of does that doctrine the mind which 


death. 


28. In the 0 mul¬ 
titude of people is 

the 


is according to godlinefs; dire£ling 
it how to efcape the greateft danger 
of eternal death and mifery. 

In the firm coalition and perfeft 2 ^ 
unanimity of his people, coniift the 

publiclc 


0 The primary fenfe of 3 m Scbsultem affirms to b zfpiffart 
to thicken: and however that be* it doubtleis extends to 
quantity, quality, time, fpace and degree: neither docs if 

here 
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Ss^ir. 17. publick happinef, and the princes the king’s honour: 

"/* * glory: but when their concord and but in the want of 
Proverbs harmony are at an end, and they people w the deftruc- 
xiv. 28. are univerfally fplit into fa&ions tion of the prince. 

and parties, they wafte as in a ge¬ 
neral consumption and early fall 


into deftru£Uon. 

X9 He whofe paflions are under the 
drifted government, fo that his 
reftntments do not foon rife nor 
ever tranfport or miflead him, 
fhews an admirable perfect pru* 
dence and judgment: but the 
eafiiy provoked that has no com¬ 
mand of his temper, no reins upon 
his mouth, commonly mixes in 
clamours and proclaims aloud his 
own moft grofs folly. 

30 An heart full of benevolence, or 
that truly willies health And peace 
profperity and happinefs to all 
others, is the cement drength and 
mod delightful vigour of the whole 
animal conftitution: whereas a 
mean envy that repines at and truly 
grudges others whatever they enjoy, 
is as a putrefdftion of the bones. 

3 1 He that by fraud or violence 
didrefTeth the aheadv almod ex- 
haufted, weak and low, difparageth, 
and in fome fenfe defieth him who 
hath made and is equally concern¬ 
ed for the rich and poor: but he 
who is defirous to do honour to the 
common Lord and Creator, is 


zg. He that is flow 
to wrath, is of great 
undemanding: but 
be that is hafty of 
fpirit, cxalteth folly. 


30. A found heart 
is the life of the 
flelh: but envy, the 
rottenneis of the 
bones. 


31. He that P op- 
prefleth the poor, re- 
proacheth his mak¬ 
er: but he that ho* 
noureth him, hath 
mercy on the poor* 


fenfifely afFcfted for, and to the ut- 
mod of his ability active to relieve 
the deprefled and needy. In 


here feem fo properly rendered multitude , which flriftly 
fpeaking and uiilefs they be united, do not conftiture the 
honour or fplendour and beauty of their fupreme magiftrate. 

P OppreJfetb t the Heb. fignihes loadeth ivitb injurious bard 
ufage by violence or fraud: bears hard upon in oppofltion to 
fee wing mercy. 
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3 2. The wicked is In the midft of his malignant Sect. 17. 
driven away in his vile courfe the wicked by fome 
wickednefs: but the violent ftroke is forced out of the Proverbs 
righteous hath hope world to future punifbment: but xiv, 3 2 “ 
in his death. the upright and pious confides in 

him whofe he is and whom he hath 
ferved, for fafety and prote&ion in 
his departure from this life, even 
for a better and everlafting one. 

33 Wifdomrefteth As in its proper fixed manfion 33 
in the heart of him fubftantial wifdom refideth in the 
that hath under* heart of the difeerning and prudent, 

Handing; but that to be produced with modefty in all 
•which is in the midft j ts branches at their proper feafon: 
of fools, is made but that whjch js ; n the m j d ft of 

^ nown ' die heart of effeminate filly per- 

fons, and mod proper to be re- 
ferved, or communicated with the 
greateft diferetion, is made a com¬ 
mon report of. 

34. Righteoufnefs The prevalence of virtue and 34 

exalteth a nation; piety naturally conduces to im- 
but fin is a * re- prove and exalt a nation to the 
proach to any peo- higheft degree of fplendour and 
P* c * dignity: and particularly equity 

and an extraordinary beneficence 
in a community, are a kind of fin- 
offering expiationoratonement, for 
many defeats anJ imperfe&ions in 
other matters. 

35. The king?s The royal approbation and en- 3> 
favour is toward a tire regard is determined to a fer- 
wife fervant: but his vant, whofe feries of fuccefles 
wrath is again/i him proves his abilities and faithfulnefs: 
that caufech fhame. {j Ut hj 9 i nc fjgnation burns againft 

him, who gives his mind continual 
perplexity, and embarrafles all af¬ 
fairs with which he entrufts him. 

q In his deaths Dr Grey that the oppofition may be better 
preferved, propofes to read inftead of mot-o, tumm-at-o his 
right eoufnefs . 

r Schultens renders, beneficence is a fin offering for any people- 

CHAP. 

1 
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XV. 


SECT.: XVIII. 


Language proper for anfwers, and who conveyeth know - 
ledge. The divine Omniprefence . 7/7^ manner of re¬ 

ceiving difcipline. TVhofe religious fcrvices are ac¬ 
ceptable. The effetts of joy or grief. Piety and peace 
in the lowefl condition preferable to their contraries in 
the highejl . Oppreffors to be dejlroyed and the fujferers 
delivered. Families raifed not by avidity but impartial 
equity . Injlruttion from converfmg with the wife. 

Religion true wifdom 9 and humble fubmijfion the road 
to honour . 


Chap. xv. i. 

Sect. 18. CM OO TH and gentle language 
^ in anfwers, will divert and ap- 
Proverbs peafethe heat of paffion: but pinch- 
xv. i. j n g g a l|i n g expreflions create a kind 
of ebullition or violent commotion 
of rifing anger in men, fo as to in- 
creafe it into raging fury. 

2 The well-weighed difcourfe of 
the wife and good, giveth truth and 
knowledge their natural beauty and 
proper efficacy : whereas, like water 
bubbling from a fountain, the dull 
and foolifh rich utters the groffeft 
ftupidity, without attending to any 
circumftances or regarding any 
confequences. 

3 The ever-waking eyes of the 
Omnifcient Jehovah are alike 
in ail places: as watchmen placed 
on a tower, they command a full 
view of all moral obje£ls and human 
beings, with their characters and 
actions whether they be evil or 
good. 

4 An healing tongue which gives 
wholefome inftruftion according to 
the laws of virtue, piety and can¬ 
dour, is a kind of tree of life, feem- 

, ingly 


Chap. xv. i. 

A Soft anfwer 
turneth away 
wrath : but grievous 
words Air up anger. 


2. The tongue of 
the wife ufeth know¬ 
ledge aright: but 
the mouth of fools 
poureth out foolilh- 
nefs. 


3. The eyes oF 
the Lord are in 
every place, behold¬ 
ing the evil and the 
good. 


4. A wholefome 
tongue is a tree of 
life: but perverfe- 
nefs therein is a 
breach in the fpirit. 



5. A fool defpifeth 
his father's \nllruc- 
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fflgly adapted to confer imrhorta* Sect. it. 
lity, or preferve religion and human 
happinefs for the longeft duration ^ fow b* 
rrt the utmoft vigour, beauty, and XY ' 4 - 
glory: but a hiofe fiippery one, 

**' which hath no regard to veracity, 
benevolence, or good principles, 
for the mifehief it does in the or Id, 
is Hke the wafte’of a raging wind, 
or the deVaftation of an over¬ 
whelming hurricane.' 

' He is neveF likely to bewifeiS 
but the older-hq grows, his folly 
tion : but he that and ftupidity appear more confpi- 
regardeth reproof, is cuous, who defpifes and violates the 
prudent, rfeflraints of his parents discipline: 

Whereas he who ftri&ly attends to 
all'-proper admonition, gives pro- 
Itfiflng hopes of the greateft im¬ 
provement, future prudence, and 
excellence in all refpedts. 

6. In thehoufeof In the houfe and family of the 6 
the righteous is much righteous and truly piou 9 , there is 

s treafure: but in the wealth fo acquired and 1 applied as 
revenues of the wick- be properly llited treafure, fecure 

cd // trouble. 33 f 0 itfelf, and an inviolable de¬ 

fence for them who enjoy it: but 
in the produce of the wicked, as 
fbme liquid mudded with dregs and 
fediment, there is an infeparable 
foulnefs, diforder, and difturbance, 

' 1 atifirtg- from their vicious dirty 
practice. 

7. The lips of tb'q - ^The fpeech of the wife and good 7 
Wile r difpciicknow- fpreads knowledge abroad that is 
ledge: but the heart folid, clear, and winnowed clean 
of the foolilh doth from the chaff of obfeurity, levity, 

or^rror: but the heart and thoughts 
i : • - Of 


not fo. 


■ ‘ Treafure , ocbultexi faith the root import ijihngth entire 
and inviolable; riche? laid up, untbuched and well Secured. 

1 DiJ}crfc t the radiot-flgnifies to fpread it abroad, clear, 
and clean winnowed froin obfeurity and error. 
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Sect. 18. of the rtupid and profane are quite 
the reverfe of this. 

Proverbs The moft expenfive facrifice or 
acv. 7, 8. richefl oblation of the wicked, un¬ 
juft, and impenitent, is fo far from 
being acceptable to the righteous 
Lord, that it is highly difpleafing 
to and in effeft only mocking of 
him: but the humble fupplicating 
prayer of the virtuous and fincere, 
without any offering at all obtains 
his readieft acceptance, entire ap¬ 
probation and higheft favour. 

9 The vicious courfe of life an 
ungodly and abandoned man leads, 
cannot but make him utterly ab¬ 
horred by an holy and good God: 
but his affe&ion and fettled un¬ 
alterable regard are determined to 
him, the endeavour of whofe life 
it is to pradlife the moil perfect 
virtue. 

10 Sufferings which {hew perfons 
their errors are painful and bitter 
to thofe whofe wrong conduct hath 
brought them upon them: but he 
that is fo averfe to the feverity of 
difcipline as obftinately to perfift in 
his miftakes; (hall die, or is infal¬ 
libly ruined. 

11 As the eyes of an Omniprefent 
Deity penetrate the invifible re¬ 
gions, even thofe terrible parts of 
them where deftrudtion reigns, and 
every thing there is under his ab- 
folutc dire&ion ; fo, moft certainly 
muft the hearts of all men lie open 
to him, that he may judge of their 
merit or demerit, and award them 
a proportionable recompence. 

12 A man who prefumptuoufly 
mocks at and obftinately ridicules 
truth and virtue, defires not to fee 

the 


8. The facrifice 
of the wicked is an 
abomination to the 
Ltird: but tbe prayer 
of the upright is his 
delight. 


9. the way of 
the wicked is an 
abomination unto 
the Lord : but he 
loveth him that fol¬ 
lowed after rigb- 
teoufnefs. 


10. Correction is 
grievous unto him 
that forfaketh the 
way: and he that hat- 
eth reproof ftiall die. 


11. Hell and de¬ 
finition are before 
the Lord: how much 
more then the hearts 
of the children of 
men. 


12 A fcomerlovetb 
not one that reprov¬ 
ed him: neither will 
he go unto the wife. 
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the ftrongeft convitfions of reafon,$BCT. iff. 
or cleared deroonftrations in their *-v-—^ 
favour he fhuns the acquaint- Proverba 
ance of the wife and good, neither xv - 12 * 
will he mix in aflemblies where he 
might be better inftrufted. 

13. A merry heart An heart that is free from anxi* 13 
maketh a chearful ouscare and fmoothcd with chearful 
countenance; but by thoughts, renders the afpe<d placid 
forrow of the heart gay and fprightly 5 but by pinching 
the fpirit is broken. g r j e f and grinding bitter pain of 

mind, the fpirit is dricken wound* 
ed and ulcerated. 

14. The heart of The heart of him that is intel- *4 
him that hath un- Jigent and truly prudent, with the 
demanding, feeketh u tmod care and diligence, as bray- 

mZho d ffoohfad! *" g ’ g,inding ’ 0r f br iTh nS 1°™' 

eih on fooliihnefi. * h,n S ln fcek « b anden “ 

deavoureth after a diitingimhing 

moral knowledge: but the meeting 

full countenance of the thoughtlefs 

and ftupid, as the eyes of cattle on 

padurage to feed on, is directed to 

and centered in the mod brutifli 

coarfe folly. 

1$. All the days The whole life-time of him that *5 
of the afflicted are toileth in a dep reded low condition, 
evil: but he that is efpecially that meeteth with no* 
of a merry heart thing but events of heavy afHi&ion 

is uneafy and vexatious: but he 
that hath reafonable ground for a 
chearful happy joyful heart, has in 
his power a continual feaft, and 
may be always as much delighted 
as at the riched entertainment. 

16. Better//a little An inferior condition and only *6 
with the fear of the the neceflaries of life with virtue 
Lord, than great and piety, may be edeemed the 
treafure,and trouble g rca teft plenty; and ought to be 

rcww * preferred in comparifon with heaps 

of treafure, acquired or poflefled 
with infatiable defires or turbulent 
unruly paflions. 

More 


hath 

feaft. 


a continual 
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Sect. 18. IVlore eligible and fuller of fatis- 
1 faction is the meaneft fare even the 
Proverbs poor man’s dinner of green pottage, 
xvv * 7 * and peace, charity, and harmony 
maintained; than the moft fpiendid 
feaft of the rich’s fatted calf or 
if all-fed ox, and difguft or averfion 
along with it. 

j g A man whofe angry paffions are 
inflamed with the fmalleft provo¬ 
cation, aggravates contention, and 
throweth all things into confufion; 
but animofities and rancorous de¬ 
bates fubfide, by the prudent heal¬ 
ing language of a difpaffionate mild 
perfon. 

19 Whatever affair the idle and 
ilothful has to conduct, like an 
hedge of thorns .which obftru£ls 
the pafTage, or penetrates with its 
pricklinefs, is infuperably difficult, 
quite involved or feemingly attend¬ 
ed with the greateft danger: but 
his courfe is perfe&ly plain and 
the feries of his a&ions regularly 
conne&ed, as walking on the high 
road, who is himfelf plain equal and 
upright. 

20 A fober regular fon, in the pub- 
iick practice of thofe virtues to 
which he has formed him, gives 
his father a moft fenfible exquifite 
pleafure : but a ftupid vicious one, 
when he is arrived to manhood, 
reproaches both his father and 
mother by his infamous courfes 
through their inordinateindulgence. 

21 Every thing that is extravagant 
and ridiculous, is a Toothing gratifi¬ 
cation or fourcc of high pleafure, 

to him who is remarkablv deficient 

* 

in fenfe and prudence: but a re¬ 
lieving difcrcct man direVs him- 

iclf 


the 

17. Better is a 
dinner of herbs 
where love is, than 
a flailed ox, and 
hatred therewith. 


18. A wrathful 
man flirreth up 
flrife : but he that is 
flow to anger ap- 
peafeth flrife. 


19. The way of 
the flothful man is 
as an hedge of 
thorns: but the way 
of the righteous is 
made plain. 


20. A wife fon 
maketh a glad fa¬ 
ther : but a foolifh 
man defpifeth his 
mother. 


2r. Folly is joy 
to him that is defh- 
tute of wifdom : but 
man of under- 


a 


flanding walketh 
uprightly. 
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felf in walking by the plain and Sect. 18- 
equal rules of virtue and piety. t-—v — ^ 

7 2.VVithoutcoun- It naturally breaks in upon the Proverbs 
fel purpofes are dif- moft refined political deliberations, 3 ^- 2I * 22 - 
appointcd: but in and frequently renders abortive the 
the multitude of beft concerted fchemes when there 


counfcllors they arc 
eftabliihcd. 


is no fecrecy among thofe who plan 
them, but every refolution is divulg¬ 


ed as foon as formed: butintheclofe- 


23. A man hath 
joy by the anfwcr 
of his mouth: and a 
word fpokert in due 
feafon, how good is 

it ? 


£4. The way of 
life is above to the 
wife, that he may 
depart from hell be¬ 
neath. 


nefs and firmnefs of counfellors they 
fhall (land upon an unfhaken bafis. 

A man receives a peculiar fatis- 23 
faCtion and extreme pleafure, in the 
anfwers that are given to, and the 
entire approbation that is intimated 
of his difcourfe: and a word fpoken 
in the exaCt point or nick of time, 
and that is perfectly accommodated 
to his tafte and manner, how ac¬ 
ceptable and valuable does it feem ? 

That courfe of life which rer 24 
ligion or the perfection of wifdom 
direCts and excites men to, is to 
look upwards, and raife their de¬ 
fires and endeavours to fpiritual 
and heavenly things; which would 
certainly keep them from the lower 
Sbeoly or the ftate of mifery in a 
future cxiftence. 


2j. The Lord How firmly foever he may feem 23 
will deftroy the to be rooted and how flourifhing, 
houfe of the proud: yet a moft juft God will certainly 
but he will eitablifh erafe to the foundation the houfe 
the border of the and family of an infolent and tyran- 
W1 “ 0VV * nical opprefTor: but he will caufe 

the boundary of the defolate widow 
to ftand, or guard herproperty from 
rapine and violence. 

26. The thoughts The moft refined reafonings or 
of the wicked are an moft devout reflections of the 
abomination to the ungodly and mifehievous, far from 
Lord : but tbt<words being pleafing are highly pfFen- 

five to a moft holy God; that he 
Vol. IV. X fhoidd 
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6 bct. i8.fhould take his ftatutes into his 

* ~ J mouth : but his expreflions whofe 

Proverbs | leart an£ j jjf e are w ithout fpot and 

xv ‘ 2 * blemifh, are truly acceptable and 
moft delightful to him. 

27 The rapacious fordid worldling, 
who is refolved wherever he is con¬ 
cerned, to be a gainer, and right 
or wrong keep increafing his (lore; 
by his guilt and bafenefs corrupts 
and reduces his houfe and family 
to the mecreft grounds or dregs 
but he who abhorreth gifts or 
prefents that would bias his judg¬ 
ment, and all difhonourable ways 
of enriching himfelf, (hall truly 
live and be happy. 

28 The heart and mind of the righ¬ 
teous 2nd pious doth not in all in- 
fiances prefently reply, but is intent 
to refled: and meditate what is pro¬ 
per to anfwer: but the mouth of 
the vicious and wicked eru&ates 
or fuddenly throws out, things that 
ate extremely evil, vexatious, and 
pernicious. 

29 As at a diiiance from them when 
they cry for help, the righteous 
Lord difregards, will not aflrftor 
fiiccour the ungodly and unjuft: 
but he fpeedily anfwereth the arbi¬ 
trating pleas for favour of the 
devout and fincere. 

30 As the fun’s glorious light, per¬ 
ceptible by our bodily eyes, lootheth 
and gladeneth the inner man of 
the.heart: fo hath a favourable re¬ 
port, beneficial meflage or good 

. news an admirable virtue, like 
anointing the bones or warming 
the marrow, to excite the moft 
pleafing fenfations. 


tit 

of the pare are plea- 
fant words. 


27. He that is 
greedy of gain,trou- 
blcth his own houfe; 
but he that hateth 
gifts (hall live. 


2 8 . The heart of 
the righteous ftudi- 
eth to anfwer: 
but the mouth of 
the wicked poureth 
out evil things. 


29. The Lord b 
far from the wicked: 
but he hearech the 
prayer of the righ¬ 
teous. 


30. The light of 
the eyes rejoiceth 
the heart: and a 
good report maketh 
the bones fat. 


■ He 
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51. The ear that He that duly attendeth to that Sect. 18. 
heareth the fcJifobT falutiry difcipline, which fheweth 
of life, abicfetH i- hifh ho\tf to live virtuoufly and be Proverb* , 
toong the wife. ftapjiy, (half fake his place among xv * 3 1 * 

the wife anti good; and for ever 
rbirfairi & Worthy member of their 
moft honourable afTemblie?. 

He that throweth off alldifcipline 3 2 
as vile and contemptible, at the 
fame time rejebleth hia own foul 
and Its higheft inte/eft as not worth 
regarding: bu^ he who.fe mind is 
always open to conviction, is cer¬ 
tainly in the way of acquiring a 
proper moral judgment and the 
iftoft important knowledge. 

The religious veneration of the 33 
the Lord/V the in- fupremeBeing, infers fuch reftraints 
ftru&ion of wifdom; and direCts to fuch duties, as con- 
and before honour ftitute a man truly wife: and the 
ts humility. foundation of the higheft honour is 

hid id the virtues of modefty and 
humility. 


12. He that re- 
fufeth inftruftioh, 
dcfpifeth his own 
foul: but he that 
heaxeth reproof, gcc- 
tcth underhanding. 


33. The fear of 


CHAP. XVI. SECT. XIX. 


Inconftftency and oppfttion to one another in a foolijh man's 
fib ernes. A wife ones as or cycles from God . Info lent op - 
prejfors to be puntfed . Alijlakes expiated with future 

•virtues. ‘Juftice the bafts on which thrones reft . Effects 
of royal difpleafure or favour. Wifdom and virtue in¬ 
finitely preferable to gold and fiver* Pride paves the 
way to ruin. Its richeft fpoil not fo valuable as lowlinefs 
and humility. Advantages ariftng from judicious dtf- 
courfe: religious confidence , folid fenfe, and diligent 
labour . H'ickednefs pernicious. Old age of a well fpent 
life venerable . Aloderation and difpajfionatencfs marks 
of true greatnefs . Deciftve judgments from the Deity . 


Chap. xvi. 1. C fi 4?. xvi. 1. 

T HE u prepa- Tj RO*M the turbulent ftate of his Sect. 19. 

rations of the J/ affeClionsor defers of his under- 
heart in man, and tendingthe Wickedfilly ‘man forma Proverbs 

the Xt fchem«* vl - u 


Vid. Scbult. in Loc. 


V 



the 

the anfwer of the 
tongue is from the 
Lord* 


xvi. i. 


2. Ail the ways 
of a man are clean 
in his own eyes: 
butthe Lord weigh- 
eth the fpirits. 


3. Commit thy 
works unto the,Lord* 
and thy thoughts 
ftia 11 be eftabliftied. 


308 A Paraphrase on 

Sect. i9.fchemes within that are contra- 
d’i£tory to and fubverfive of one 
Proverbs another: but the purpofes, and 
anfwers which proceed from them, 
in a pious and wife one being con¬ 
formable to his laws are as oracles 
from God. 

2 All the ways, opinions and pro¬ 
ceedings of an inadvertent obflinate 
perfon, in his own fond imagina¬ 
tion are demonftratively plain and 
right: but the All-difcerningDeity 
eftimates the actions and inten¬ 
tions, fo as to form a moll exa£l 
and infallible judgment,. 

3 As devolving them upon him, 
truft your regular defigns and up¬ 
right endeavours to the divine 
dire£lion and care; and hence your 
well-concerted meafures or laboured 
fehemes (hall derive the utmoft 
firmnefs and lleadinefs as to their 
execution. 

^ Whatever exifts throughout the 

univerfe, appears produced for and _ ,. r - 

j- n j * r u e for himfelr: yea 

directed to purpofes, worthy of its , . , ! c 

An -r ^ ' even the wicked for 

All-wife Creator and Governor: h d f -j 

whether great or fmall all things ^ 
have a fcope and end, a corre- 
fpondency conne&ion or relation \ 
even where moral evil prevails, na¬ 
tural or penal necefTarily follows 5 
•and the wicked and the day of 
judgment or punilhment, are per¬ 
fectly fuirable to one another, 
j Whoever is elated and bis dif- 
-dainful heart prominent with - 
hauehty pride, he is the objefl of a " abomination to 

a moll condefeending Deity’s entire f c , 
abhorrence: neither lhall his here- he fna j, not be un . 

ditary p Un ifh e d 

w for bimfelf Grey remarks, that the true reading and 
interpretation is, that God has mode every tki*'? *•. anfiver 
each other. Another author, the Lord bath made all tbinge to be 
evidence of bimfelf, nay the wicked to htfo in the day of ad 1 * 


4.The Lord hath 
made all things w 


5. Every one that 
is proud in heart is 
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ditary rights or ftrongeft connefli- Sect. 19* 
ons hinder, but he (hall fuffcr con- v — * 
dign punifhmrnt. Proverbs 

6. By mercy and It is not with facrifices cere- xv ** 5 ’**• 
truth iniquity is monies and ritual obfervances that 
purged: and by the f lns are t0 b e expiated* but by re- * 

fear of the Lord, f orm i n g them : and afterwards moft 
men depart front evt . f incere Jy ftudying the truth and 

pra&ifingan univerfal virtue: nei¬ 
ther have men a real proper vene¬ 
ration for Almighty God before 
they depart from iniquity. 

7. When a man’s When a man’s courfe of life is 7 
ways pleafe the fc inoffenfive ufeful and exemplary 
Lord, he maketh as to render him approved by the 
even his enemies to mo ft ^igh God; in his providence 
be at peace with w jjj f 0 regulate affairs, that his 

Im * enemies (hall be reduced to a ffate 


of fubjeftion to him ; courting his 
favour or paying him tribute and 
homage. 

8. Better is a little Greatly preferable and a£lually 8 

with righteoufnefs, plenty is a meer competence or the 
than great revenues fmalleft pittance, with the conftant 
without right. pra&ice of truth and jufticc, virtue 

and piety: in comparifon with the 
largeft abundance of all kinds of 
provifions, to which thofe who 
poffefs them have no right of equi¬ 
ty ; or which are ftri&ly fpeaking 
the property of others. 

9. A man’s heart A man’s own contrivance may 9 

devifeth his way 5 ] a y the account, or calculate in the 
buttheLoRDdirefl- exa&eft manner the track or line 
eth his Heps. 0 f jjf e b e j s to p rocee( j j n: hut the 

liability and firmnefs of his progrefs 
mud be the refult of a kind provi¬ 
dence and a virtuous obedience. 


10. A divine fen- By his impartiality, fagacity, and is 
tence is in the lips intelligence, there is a difeovery of 
ofthcking:hismouth f ecre ts like divination in the fen- 
tranfgreffeih not in tences pronounced by the lips of 
ju gment, the king: his mouth doth not pre- 

X 3 varicatc 



■JXO A Par/phrase e(t fkf 

S}pct. 19. varicate againft the ftri&eft laws of 
t- ~r~-.^ equity in adminiftring judgment; 
proverbs nor doth h e under a fhew and pre- 
xvi. 10. tenee of doing juftice deal unfaith¬ 
fully and wrongfully. 

11 The weighing of thing? whh 1 r. A jolt weight 

an exa£l beam or fteel-yard> balance are 

and the balances or for Loros: all the 

right and juft a&ions are a weights of the bag 

kind of appeal for j 4 dgment tQ hls work ‘ 
the Lord: all the ^yejghts or 
ftones in the bag are of his ap¬ 
pointment for meafures of right, 
and the observance of rules of equal 
fair dealing. 

12 It is the fartheft frptn crowned 12. It is an abo- 
heads and what they entirely abo- mination to kings to 
pinate, to defign or perform any commit wickednefs: 
thing that cont;adi£is the laws of ^ or c .^ e throne i$ 
everlafting righpoufnefs; for their ^blilhed by righ- 

inviolable obfervance is the only teou ne s * 
firm fupport that royal feats can 
feeurely rely on, 

13 Thofe minifters farther, who 13. RighteoHslips 
give counfel according to truth and are ths delight of 
juftice are peculiarly acceptable to Lings; and they love 
potentates; and thofe magiftrates r . lc ^ t 1 at fp ea L e[ h 
jheir favourites, who form their P 

decifions in all courts of judicature, 
by the unchanging Tules of eternal 
equity. 

Again, whoever (hall incur it, 14. The wrath of 
the high difpleafure of offended p Ling ts as mefien' 
rnajefty is truly terrible: and in- gers of death, but 4 
evitable deathmay be expe&ed from wife man will pacify 
it if not appealed; the fame a$ Jt * 
from meffengers difpatched to bring 
forth condemned criminals to im¬ 
mediate execution: but a fapient 
difereet perfon will expiate divert 
or qualify it. 

15 Under the favourable afpeft of J$. In the light 

a wife aijd good governor, there i$ of the king’s conn- 

]jf e tcnance 
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tenance is life; and 
his favour is a cloud 
of the latter rain. 


16. How much 
hetter is it to get 
wifdom than gold? 
and to get under- 
llandipg, rather to 
be chofen thanfil ver. 


17.The high way 
of the upright /'/ to 
depart from evil: he 
that keepeth his way 
preferveth his foul. 


IB. Pride gw/Abe- 
fore deftrudlion: and 
an haughty fpirit 
before a fall. 


19. $et(pr it is tq 
he of bumble 
fpirit With the lo\yIy, 
than to divide the 
fpoil with the proud. 


ao.He thathand- 
Ieth a matter Wifely, 
fhall find good: ana 
whofo trufteth in the 
JjOrd, happy is he. 


life and happinefs: and his peculiar Sect. 19. 
regard, like the cloud which pours v — 
dpwn the hajveft rain, is fhewed Proverbs 
In promoting to the higheft honours XV1, 1 S* 
and emoluments. 

But to acquire religious wifdom! *6 
O how interefting and important! 
what fatnefs, plenty, riches are in it 
compared with gold ! and to poflefs 
a difcerning judgment or true dif- 
cretion, what merit and excellence^ 
beyond all filver! 

The h^bityal fettled courfe of 1 7 
the upright is aimed to avoid all 
moral evil; temptation and known 
tranfgreflion: he who carefully 
choofes hj? way fo as in tbefe re- 
fpeXs to guard againft miftaking 
or Humbling, to ajlpurpofes watches 
his life and fkveth his immortal foul. 

Prefumption apd felf-fufRciency 
fp blind men, that they are ordina¬ 
rily the fore-runners of fome folly 
or calamity, which as waves a 
vefTel againft a rock ftiall dafh and 
break them : and the utmoft degree 
of fwelling arrogance a certain 
token of approaching total ruin. 

More propitious to their intereft 1 ? 

and conducive to their happinefs, 

would it be for men to calm their fpi- 

rits into a refemblance of them, who 

by their own reflexions or a feries 
* 

of adycrfe events, have been dif- 
ciplined into the mofl fubmiffive 
meeknefs and perfeX refignation; 
than to fhare with the fuccefsful 
plunderer or tyrannical oppreflbr 
in his richeft booty. 

He who is well inftruXed in the 20 
divine laws, and regular in his con¬ 
formity to them, fhall obtain th^ 
greateft plenty of the nohleft good; 

*X 4 nothing 
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Proverbs 
xvl. 30 


A Paraphrase on tf?e 

Sect. 19. nothing happens to him that does 
not fome way turn put to his ad¬ 
vantage : and whoever in well¬ 
doing repofes an • abfolute confi¬ 
dence in the Ever-Jiving God, O 
how excellent his happinefs, how 
corripleat his blelTednefs. 

Not the found and pomp of 21 * wife: ip 

words, but the ftrepgth and folidity be called 

of fenfe and religious fapience, fhall E ru eDt Z f n , y C 
rtn,:, r a man efteemsd for his ; ncreafeth Uarnin £. 
abilities to teach others: and elor 
quent undifguifed truth flowing 
freely from his lips, {hall adorn the 
dodtrine with the brighteft orna¬ 
ments, give it the greateft ef&r 


21 


cacv. 

j 

22 Maturity ofunderfiajiding, or the 

pcrfedlionof morality is a fourceand 
fpring of life and happinefs to them 
who are worthy of it; or enabled 
and truly difpofed with pure and 
good hearts, to receive or attain 
it: but the fharpeft difcipline of 
the ftupid and foolifh only ferves 
to increafe their flupidity or tp 
harden them in folly. 

33 The heart and mind, which are 
replete with fubftantial folid wif- 
dom, will give full growth or com¬ 
plete excellence to the difeourfe; 
and enrich or adorn the dodtrine 
with the higheft colourings, tjie 
mod finifhed beauties. 

,24 Words which at once rationally 
improve and highly entertain, are 
like the pureft honey 3 deljcioufly 
fweet to the foul, and medkinaj 
greatly falutary to the whole con- 
ftitution of body and mind, 

25 There is a way which mightily 
deceiveth a man, and to his prefent 
view feemeth right and plain for 

his 

i 


22. Undemanding 
is a well-fpring of 
life unto him that 
hath it: but the in- 
ftrudlion of fools is 
folly. 


23. The heart of 
the wife teacheth 
his mouth, and ad- 
deth learning to his 
lips. 


24. Pleafant words 
are as an honey¬ 
comb, fweet to the 
foul, and health to 
the bones. 


25. There is a 
>vay ; that feemeth 
right unto a man. 

bu : 

i 
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but the end thereof his intereft and welfare: but in its Sect. 19. 
are the way a of death, after ftate or future iflue, it is found 

to be an evil and pernicious one. Proverbs 

26. He that la- He that laboureth in the mod xvi - 2 S» 
Jboureth, laboureth reftlefsflavifti and fatiguing employ,* 6 * 

/or himfelf: for bis does it for himfelf: indeed, his own 
jnouth cravetji it of mouth hath laid this burden or load 
kdn. upon him. 

27. An ungodly He deferves the name of sin im- 27 
jnan diggeth up pious profligate, who as digging a 

p vjI : and in his lips pit, forms fc hemes of mifchief, or 
there is as a burning contrives to circumvent enfnarp 

and deftroy : and whatever he fays 
for this purpofe, ought to be marked 
with the ftrongeft imprefllona of a - 
lafting infamy. 

28. A froward The man plainly fubverts relir 28 
man foweth flrife, gipn and overthrows every thing 
andawhifpererfepa- of focjal virtue, who is delighted 
/ateth chief friends. tp foment jeajoufies and raifq con-!* 

tendons; and he whofe own heart 
being exulcerated with difcontent, 
envy, or malevolence, communi- 
cateth the dire infection of ill will, fo 
as to feparate thofe who are mod; 


familiarly acquainted, or united in 
the ftrongeft bonds. 

29. A violent man He is a moft wicked and cruel 29 
.emiceth his neigh- feducer, who with flattering fpeech- 
hour, and leadeth es beguileth his neighbour or ac- 
him into the way quaiatance; and influences him to 
that is not good. p ur fue courfes which are contra¬ 
dictory to virtue and probity. 

3 0. He ihutteth This ungodly compleat diflem- 30 
Jiis eyes to devife bier clofeth faft his eyes moft fubtly 
froward things :/nov- to contrive how to fubvert and 
p)g his lips, he bring- deftroy others: hC biteth his lips 
eth evil to pafs. for eagernefs to accomplifh it. 

31. Th* hoary As a moft rich and fplendid 31 
head it a crown of crown fhews diftination commands 


glory yif it be found homage; fo refpeCtable and truly 
in the way of righ- venerable are the hoary hairs of men 
feoufnefa. advanced in years and experience;; 

thp 
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A Paraphrase on tie 


Sect, 19. the natural effe& and noble re- 
compence of virtue and piety. 

Proverbs The g re ateft excellence arifes 
from felf-government, and his 
merit is fuperior, whofe paffions 
cannot be provoked fo as to tranf- 
port him v than that of the mighty 
warrior; even his, who has the 
perfect command of his fpirit and 
temper, than that of the moft fuc- 
cefsful and triumphant hero ; who 
hath laid under contribution a 
country or fubdued the flrongeft 
city. 

33 The determination, of a lot caft 
into the lap, is feemingly cafual or 
fortuitous: yet whatever depends 
on it in point of decifion, is under¬ 
stood to be of the Lord, and his 
own final judgment in the matter. 


32 . He that is How 
to anger, is better 
than the mighty: 
and he that ruleth 
his fpirit; than bf 
that taketh a city. 


33. The lot is caft 
into the lap: but 
the whole difpofing 
thereof fa of the 
Lord. 


CHAP. XVIL SECT. XX. 

Deftrablenefs of tranquillity. Excellence of diferetion. The 
Lord the difeerntr of heart*. IVicked and defigning 
. men the patrons of falfe and deceitful ones . Contempt 
thrown on the poor , infolence to the Almighty. Numerous 
defendants a peculiar honour. Upon, the propriety 
of difeourfe . Prefents. Oblivion of offences, Reprosfs. 
JDetraftion. Ingratitude . Contention. Partiality . In- 
i dolcnce . Friendjbip . Suretijhip y andfdence. 


Chap. xvii. 1. 


Chap. xvii. 1. 

dry 


Etter is a * 
morfel and 


Sect. fc®. * |^*HE R E is more virtue and T 3 
< — v — JL pleafure in a piece of dry 

Proverbs bread, accompanied with fweet q u ‘ etne ^ s therewith, 
xvii. 1, tran- 


than 


x By dry morfel, fome underftand a hit of dry hr ess if, or 
fuch cakes as foldiers had in their camps called buecelU, and 
hence the guards over the provifions buccellarii. Others buds 
*f trees fuch as St John the baptift lived upon; Mattb. iii. 
4. which by miftake our tranflators have transformed into 1 
locuAs. Or that fruit which the Italians call carobe , and 

thft 1 
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Chan an houfc full tranquility and iindiflurbed quiet--S ect. 20. 
of facrifices witb nefs; than in an houfe full of victims 
ftrife. or the richeft provifions embittered Proveiba 

with clamour and wrangling. xv °* 1* 


2 A wife fervaitf He that in a fervile condition 2 
(hall have rule over (hews a fuperiority of folid fenfe 
a fon that caufeth and prudence, (hall be efteemed 
fhame: and (hall worthy to be vefted with authority 
have part of the in- over a profligate and extravagant, 
heritance among the who difappoints his father’s' 

brethren* hopes and in riotous courfes w^ftes 

hisfubftance: and (hall lay claim 
in ftri£t juftice to his equal (bare 
among the brethren, upon the di- 
viflon of the common inheritance 


3. The fining pot 
is for filver, and the 
furnace for gold: 
but the Loan trieth 
the hearts. 


or father’s fubftance. 

Precious metals^ filver and gold 3 
are tried in. the fire and refined to 

1 * 

the ^reateft purity: but it is more 
important principles that the Lord - 
various ways proveth, even human 
hearts to difcover or produce their 


virtue and goodnefs. 

4. y A wicked A feducer or religious trimmer ? 4 - 
doer giveth heed to who under the pretext pf piety 
falfe lips: *Waliar committeth the vileft wickednefs^ 
giveth car to a Jip S which utter iniquity, 

pagg ty tongue. or encoura g es an d celebrates thofe 

whofc flattering tongues help to ’ 
carry on the delufion: and fuch 
deceiver, who deals in the mod 


refined difguifes attends to and 
beftows the higheft encomiums orj 
difcourfe, which is moft licentiouy 
or that-dicks at nothing. 

Who- 


the French, cartages, which is the fame that the prodigal der 
fired V) eat his fill of with the fwine, St Luke xv. 16. and 
ihould be rendered Qaroh hean being very common amon^ 
the prophets of old, and poor people, as L Capellus ojb- 
ferves ; whence the Germans (ty le this fruit Jeans Broot, that 
'Johns bread. *' * 

y Vid. Scbu/t, in 



be that is glad at 
calamities, (hall not 
be unpunUhed. 


6. Children’s chib 


glory of children art 
their fathers. 


316 ' A Paraphrase on the 

Sect. 20. Whoever fcoffeth or maketh j.Whofbmocketh 
a.■ > grimaces at even the rdoft deform- p^° r » reproach- 
proverbs ed and ragged poor, throwetb con- ec ^ m . a ^ er: 

X¥U - 5 r tempt on the common Lord and 
Creator of all men: and he who 
can rejoice in wretchednefs or in- 
fult over it, is far from being in¬ 
nocent, neither (ball be efcape 
deferved pumfhment. 

6 Children and parents mutually 
derive honour to one another: the ^ rcn art the crown 
xnoft dillant progeny who follow of old men, and the 

their vntuous examples are as a 
crown to the aged : and thofe who 
arc to fucceed in the duties of life, 
are placed in a more confpicuous 
point of view’, by the character and 
excellence of their parents who 
went before them. 

7 Difcourfe becometh not a ftupid 

vicious perfon, which ftretcheth in , . , , , ^ 

dignity beyond his brethren, or is ' 

1?., frk 7 j- a 1 c lips a pnnce. 

above the ordinary (tyle of men 

deftitute of fenfe and virtue: nei¬ 
ther do meer parade and flattering 
deceitful promifes, men of eminent 
diflin£tion; or character for true 
.greatnefs and generoGty. 

8 As a precious (lone of inefti- - 

mable value, which (hines which P rec10 ^ 5 10 * 

r 9 . , - eyes of him that 

way foever it u turned; fo is a h ; athit: wh itber Co- 
bribe or prefent in the eyes of him ever j c turneth it 
who is mercenary: whateve: affairs p ro fpereth. 
he (ball have to manage, they will 
be performed with the utmoft ex- 
pertnefs and dexterity. 

0 He that extenuates, pafles by, 9 ' He t at cover- 

and forgets an offence or indignity \ [ ran ?** 
cultivates kindnefs and fnendlhip: thatrC peatetha mat- 
but he that repeateth an inadver- ter f epara tcth wry 
tency, or aggravateth an injury, friends, 
ufually createth ftrangenefs, and 
iometimes downright enmity, be¬ 
twixt 


7. Excellent fpeech 
becometh not a fool: 
much left dc 
lips a prince. 


8. A gift is as a 



Book */ PROVERBS. £1 f 

twixt thofe who before were mod Sect, zo, 
firmly united. 

10. A reproof en- A fingle check or friendly fharp Proverbs 

tereth more into a rebuke, will penetrate deeper to the xv ^* 9» 10 * 
wife min, than an convi£tion and reformation of a 
hundred Itripes into rc fl e aing thinking man; than a 

a **° 0 ^ hundred ftripes in correcting one 

that is ftupid and obftinate. 

11. An evil man The only aim of a peftilentu 
feeketh only rebel- factious perfon is the fubverfion of 
Hon: therefore a government and publick confufion: 
cruel meflenger fhall therefore a meflenger that will with 
be fent againft him. f u dden violence throw all his affairs 

into the utmoft diforder, fhall be 
let loofe upon or difpatched agairift 
him. 

12. Let a bear There is not greater danger from 12 
robbed ofher whelps being attacked by a bear, jnft be- 
meet a man, rather r eavedof its young and in the utmoft 

fury ; than there is from a fenfelefs 
wicked perfon, arrived to the ut¬ 
moft height of abandoned folly and 
immorality. 

The unworthy perverted man 13 
xrdeth evi! for who in return for the greateft fa- 
good, evil Ihall not vours can commit injuries, or do 
depart from his harm: in one full tide injuries and 

violences fhall flow upon his houfe 
and family ; neither fhall the leaft 
ever come back, or change its di- 
re&ion. 

Engaging in rancorous debates, *4 
ning of ftrife is as may properly be reprefented by 
when one lettcth breaking open the banks which 
out water, therefore con fi ne rivers, and thereby fpeedily 
leave 0 contention producing; a general inundation: 

^ rC1 k 1 me " defift therefore from oppofition or 
died with. ■ . r ■ il ir .■ 

contention before it gather ltrengtn 

and create animofuy; indeed med¬ 
dle not at all with it. 

The 

* Schukcns interpret?, before it male bare the teeth, i. e. 
exciteth anger, or appeateth in provoking'language. 


than a fool in his 
folly. 


13. Whofo re- 


M 

houfe. 


14. The begin- 
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Sect, zot The officer o i jufticc who k* an* 
unrighteous fcntence acquitteth 
Proverbs t h e g u |j t y am j wicked ; as like- 
xvu. 15. w jf e w j^ 0 con< j emn g t h the in¬ 
nocent and upright; in both in¬ 
stances contradi&eth all rules of 
equity, consequently highly pro- 
voketh a mod equal and impartial 
Deity. 

16 Though affluence and riches 
might be extremely beneficial for 
the acquifition of wifdom in the 
pofleffion of a prudent thinking 
man; yet to what purpofe are they 
lodged in the hands of a filly wick¬ 
ed one, who has no thought or 
. fenfe to make this moil proper ufe 
of them ? 


oH the 

15. He that juf- 
tifieth the wicked, 
and he he that con- 
demneth the juft - m 
even they both are 
abomination to the 
Lord. 


16. Wherefore is 
there a price in the 
hand of a fool to 
get wifdom, fring 
he hath no heart toiti 


17 The difference betwixt an in- 17.Afriendloveth 

conftant falfe, and a faithful fteady at times, and a 
friend is, that the latter is always pother ij born for 
invariably the fame: and in adver- a ver f lc X' 
fity as a brother, produces the 
nobleft teftimonies of a difintcrefted 


affe&ion and mod generous entire 
regard. 

18 Any man appears greatly incon- 
fiderate who haftily ftriketh hands 
with another's creditor; and before 
his face when he himfelf ought to 
do it; fecureth the payment of a 
more diftant friend’s debts to the 


18. A man void of 
underftanding ftrik- 
eth hands, a?:d be- 
cometh furety in 
the prefence of his 
friend. 


prejudice of them who are nearer. 

19 He muft be exceffively fond of 19. He lovetH 
offences and a wicked contumacy tranfgreffion that 
in them* who Joveth contention : ^veth llrife: and 
and he who arrogantly exalteth he that 1 exaltethhis 
himfelf, and treateth all others with E ace feekethdeftruc- 
contempt and infult, opens 2 door Cl0n * 

to 


* Exalteth his gate, i. e. openeth , expofeth his door, the 
door df his mouth in proud difdainftfl haughty language. 



si. He that be- 


hath ao joy. 


^/ProvirbS. 3r$ 

to errors that will end in his de- Sect. 20. 
ftruftion. 

20. He that hath He that hath an inconftant de- ,? ver k # 
a froward heart find- fignihg or double heart, ihall meet xvu * * 9 * 
eth no good, and he with no foiid good or fettled lafting 20 * 
that hath a perv6rfe happinefs: and he whoft tongue 
tongue, falleth into turns an( j changes one thing for 
milchief. another, as may beft ferve fomo 

mean ends, as ftumb)ing into v 
pit, (hall in doe time fall into mif- 
chief and ruin. 

si. He that be- He who hath begotten a foh,** 
gttteth a fool, deetb that contrary to all his fober ad- 
it to hit forrow: and vice, a£is after an abandoned ft up id 
the father ot s fool manner, has a peculiar occafion of 
hath ao joy. pain anc j g r i e f ; an d his father, who 

like a faplefs fhootor withered leaf is 
deftitute of all virtue and wifdom, 
can have little ground of joy in 
him. 

it . A merry heart A pleafed and chearfol heart 2a 
doth good like a diffufes abundantly its gaiety over 
medicine: but a the whole fhining afpeft, com- 
broken fpirit drieth plcxion and conftitution: whereas 
the bones. a that as deeply wounded t9 

moft grievoufty afHi&ed; foon ft amps 
the marks of its mifery on the whole 
bodrly frame, and createth a drinefo 
or barrennefs in the bones like that 
of the hardeft flinty rock. 

23. A wicked man He muft be an unjuft wicked 23 
taketh a gift out of man, who will either receive or 
the bofom to pervert gj ve bribes prefent9 or gratuities, 
the ways ot judg- though with all poflrble feerecy, in 
mcnt * order to obftruft the courfe of 


22, A merry heart 


23. A wicked man 


24. Wifdom is be¬ 
fore him that hath 
underftanding; but 
the eyes of a fool 
are in the efids of 
the earth. 


juftice; or prevent the laws of im- 
partial equal judgment from taking 
place. 

The fed ate looks or modeft grave *4 
manner of an intelligent prudent 
man, indicate his foiid wifdom or 
finccre virtue : but the wandering 
eyes, or unfettled roving afpetf of a 

thought- 
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Sect. so. thoughflefs filly one* declare his 
“v^— 11 levity and irregularity of appetites 
Proverbs and affedions. 

a^ii. 24. Inftead of the higheft pleafure 25. A Foolifh fori 
from the returns of duty in an obe- a to his fa- 
dient off-fpring, a thoughtlefs ther, and bitternefs 
vicious fon produces forrow to his ter her that bare mm. 
father; and an extremity of anguiOl 
to her who cannot but efteem it a 


calamity to have been delivered of 
him. 

26 It is not moreover reafonable for *6- Alf© td punifh 
courts of judicature to inflnft the the juft is not good, 
leaft penalty upon the juft and nor t0 princes 
good: it is indeed to violate and equity, 
perfecute men of an ingenuous 
fpirit, princely virtue and the nobleft 
worth, for that which ought to be 
their defence being perfectly right 
and equal. 

2} He (hews a proper difeernment He that hath 

who regulates his difeourfe accord- knowledge fpareth 
ing to the laws of duty and virtue: wor ds; a 

and the man certainly excels in ™ an .° “ D er 411 ’ 
prudence, who with a genuine ^ f irit- 
fpirit of fedatenefs, modelty, and 
gravity produces only that which 
is important, and valuable as the 


poliihed gems. 

aS Not only wifdom appeareth to 
the greateft advantage under proper 
referves and limitations, but even 
a grofsly foolifh perfon when he 
holdeth his peace, will be efteemed 
fo far wife that he does not expofe 
his folly : he that keepeth his lips 
dofe (but, to be endued with fome 


28. Even a fool 
when he holdeth his 
peace is counted 
wife: and he that 
lhutteth his lips, is 
eft timed a man of 
underftanding. 


degree of judgment and difere- 
tion. 


CHAP. 



2 2l 


hook of ProVerb 4; 


C H A P. XVIII, SECT. XXL 

Upon cpinionativenefs: folly and wickednefs: wifdom: par - 
tiality: contention: rancour rcmijfnefs: fecurity in a 
religious confidence: richnefs: pride: precipitancy.: 
conjaons integrity or guilt: ccntefls. The ejfefti of 
talkatiiieneft* Happinefs of a fuitahle choice in mar - 

tiage: intreaties of the poor: ruggednefs of the rich: 
danger of keeping over‘much company: a JledfaJl friend 
in&flimably valuable . 


Chap, xviii. i. 


CriAP. xviii. I. 


T Hrough defirc 
a man having 
fepnratcd himfelf; 
fceketh and intcr- 
meddleth with all 
wifdom. 


2 A fool hath no 
delight in under- 
Handing, but that his 
heart may difeover 
iti elf. 


3. When the wick¬ 
ed Cometh,//’*;/ com- 
eth alfo contempt, 
and with ignominy 
reproach. 

4. The words of 
a man’s mouth are 
as deep waters, and 
the wcll-fpring of 
wifdom as a flowing 
brook. 


H E that from an high conceit Sect. zi. 

of his own extraordinary abi- ■-v—- J 

]ities feparateth himfelf from his Proverbs 
neighbours, according to his own XV1U * *• 
irregular fancy debateth upon all 
the moft abftrufe points of intel¬ 
lectual enquiry ; and greatly per- 
plexeth or angrily and obftinately K . 
oppofeth all folid wifdom. 

A fenfelefs dull perfon hath no z 
relifh for, can take no rational 
pleafure in the nobleft employ of 
forming his mind to diftinguilh 
and judge : all his fatisfaCtion arifes 
from Ihewing the emptinefs, pride, 
and intradfablenefs of his own heart. 

When an ungoverned bad man 5 
is admitted into familiar acquaint¬ 
ance, difgrace accompanies him : 
and with the notorioufly evil and 
wicked ignominy to ihofe who 
aflaciate with or entertain him. 

As the ftagnated waters of a 4 
deep pit, whofe fprings or fupplies 
are hidden and impenetrable; fo 
obfeure and inexplicable are his 
expreflions whofe defigns are crafty 
and malignant: as ftreams of the 
cleareft and pureft element, are 
that light of truth and plainnefs of 
Y hene- 


VoL. IV. 



$. It is not good 
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Sect. 21. benevolence, which proceed from 

J the noblcft fountain of moral 
Froverbs f c j encc or 

aviu. 4. not or rea f ona blc, 

* but moft prepofterous and criminal, to accept the perfon 
to fhew partiality of judgment and w * c ked, to 

favour the wicked; under pretext ovrert h r ow the righ- 
of the law wrefting it, in order to tecms in judgment, 
pronounce a fentence againft him, 
who hath juftice on his fide. 

6 A thoughtlefs foolifh man by his 6. A fool’s lip r 

intemperate fpeeches throws him- cnter into conten- 
felf into the midftof the fire of con- mouth 

tention: and his own words, as it ca ct “ * or ftroliCS * 
were for an uncommon merit, 

loudly demand the fharpeft rebukes 
or even painful fcourges. 

7 As to a fool's mouth, it alto¬ 
gether difables him from defending 
bimfelf or confli&ing with the 
very weakeft enemy; and his lips 
fo entangle and diftrefs him that it 
is impoffible for him to be extri¬ 
cated. 

8 The pernicious calumnies a per¬ 

fon uttereth whofe mind is full of 
rancour and malignity, fo fond is . 

the world of cenfure, like the fweet- °'n n int0 c 5 V 1 ” 
n r 1 n. , nermoft parts or the 

elt monels are molt greedily de- » 1. r 

voured: and as if they were oracles 

allow- 


7/ 


7. A fools mouth 
his deftruftion, 
and his lips are the 
fnare of his foul. 


8. The words of a 
tale-bearer are as 
c wounds, and they 


b Tale-hearer , from the radix m to he rancid, rank or 
rufty as bad butter or bacon , applied to a mind rankled or 
cxulcerated with all unnatural evil paflions. Thus Pfal. 
cvi. 25. is rendered, they were rancid, or infetted with 
rancorous poifon in their tents. 

<= Wounds , OlDilbnOD from to finite or fir ike at 

with a hammer. Metaphorically, to beat or *wou?id with 
•nine ; as in latin, faucius •vmo, caput iftum baccho. If a, 
xvi.8. xxviii. 1. Prov.xxi ii.35. 

Scbultens renders, tanquam avide inglutita, jucunde, in- 
fluunt; ac fuavi ticillatione defeendunt in ventrem, ejufque 
intimos recefius pcrlabuntur atque commulcenc. 
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allowed to fink deep into the in- Sec*. . r 
moft recelTes of the heart; and to J 

make fuch Iafting impreflions as Proverbs 
are fcarce ever after erafed. XV1U * 

9. He alfo that is Again, a loiterer in bufmefs, or 9 
flothful in his work one who is flothful as to labour, is 
is brother to him near a kin to him, and cannot rea- 
th at is a great waller, fonably expeft better effefls from 

his fluggifh indolence, than a moft 
profligate fpendthrift can from his 
profufe extravagance. 

10. The name of The perfe£lions and providence i° 
the Lord is a llrong of the Ever-blefled God, for an 
tower : the righteous afylum arc as impregnable fortrefs: 
runneth into n, and thither j n a ]| danger the pious and 

* s * a ^ c * righteous hath immediate recourfe, 

and finds himfelf as fecure as if 
exalted to the inacceflible eminence 
of the moft towering hills. 

11. The rich man’s The vain and opulent lays hisi* 

wealth is his ftrong account of fafety as in the ftrongeft 
city, and as an high citadel, from his power and riches: 
wall in his own con- an d fondly imagines that thereby 
cc,t * he (hall be as effe&ually defended 

as if he was invironed with the 
higheft walls. 

12. Beforedeftruc- Previous to calamitous defo- 12 

tion the heart of lating feenes, as blind to futurity and 
man is haughty, and the fluctuating ftate of all human 
before honour is hu- affairs, the weak mind of giddy 
milit y- man is obferved to be uncommonly 

elated and arrogant: and ante¬ 
cedent to fome unexpected promo¬ 
tion or exaltation is remarked a 
peculiar lowlinefs and meeknefs. 

13. He that an- He that in ordninary conver-13 
fwereth a matter be- fation replies, much more in im- 
fore he heareth it, portant cafes determine, before he 

it /i folly and fliamc hath heard the whole of what is to 
unto him, b e 0 ff cre d j his precipitancy will be 

juflly reckoned an inftance of folly, 
and to render him deferving of 
negleCt and ignominy, 

Y a A man’s 



5 2 4 

Sect. 21. 


A Paraphrase the 


A man’s virtue and fpirit will 14. The fpirit of 
fupport him under bodily afflic- a man will fuftain 
Proverbs tions, but the mind or fpirit itfelf, his infirmity ; but a 
xviii. 14. penetrated with grief, and ftill wou ^ded fpirit who 
more, corroded with guilt is quite can ear ’ 
intolerable: who can endure, or 
what can relieve it? 

15 A confiderate thinking man em- 15. The heart of 
ploys his talents, to poflefs himfclf the prudent getteth 
of folid knowledge or a juft difcern- knowledge : and the 
ment: and the ear of the wife and ear l ^ e w ^ e l* ec ^' 
virtuous, is ever open and ready to knowledge, 
convey f efh materials of the nobleft 

inftrudiion. 

16 A man's liberal gratuities or *6- A man’s gift 

large prefents, in moft places of IT ] a kech room for 
this mercenary world, will procure JV 111 * anc ^ bringeth. 
him certain admiflion: and readily before great 

introduce him to the knowledge 


and favour of the moft illuftrious 
perfonages. 

17 He who gives the firft ftate of 
his own cafe, by the management 
of circumftances commonly makes 
it appear equal and plaufible: but 
his antagonift enters more minu¬ 
tely into particulars, giving a clear 
and full account both Gf what he has 
reported and what may be advanced 
on the oppofite fide. 

18 The lot is ordinarily appealed to 
and mutually acquiefced in, as the 
final decifion of the moft perplexed 
and tedious debates : as laying con¬ 
tention to fleep: even determining 
what of right belongs to each of 
thofe mighty and peremptory dif- 
putants, who would otherwifenever 
yield to one another. 

,g Contefts amongft intimate ac¬ 
quaintance or near relations, are 
commonly carried on with the ut- 
inoft animofity and obftinacy: 4 

brother 


17 .He that is fir ft 
in his own caufe, 
feeir.etb juft ; but his 
neichbour cometh 
and fearchetlj him. 


] 8. The lot caiir 
feth contentions to 
ceafe, and parteth 
between the mighty. 


19. A brother of¬ 
fended is harder t$ 
he *ivo» than a ftrong 
city : and their con¬ 
tentions are like the 
bars of a caftle. 
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20. A man's belly 
{hall befatisfied with 
the fruit of his 
mouth ; and with 
the increafe of his 
lips fliall he be tilled. 


21. Death and life 
are in the power of 
the tongue, and they 
that love it, fhall eat 
the fruit thereof. 


2 tWbofo ! findeth 
a wife, findeth a 
good things and ob- 
taineth favour of the 
Lord. 


2 3. The poor 
ufeth intreaties, but 
the rich anhvercth 
roughly. 


brother, who apprehends hchasaSpo 
right to refent, is more apt to ftand \ 
it out againft all terms of recon- I’ 5 ';” 
ciliation, than the ftrongeft city xv * u ’ 
againft befiegers: and his quarrels 
long remain like the bars of a 
cafUe, which is not ufually furren- 
dered till all the out-works are 
taken. 

The prudence and candour of a 20 
man’s expreflions, will recommend 
him to an affluent acquaintance, 
and participation in their enter¬ 
tainments: and with the produce 
of his lips that is generally accept¬ 
able, fliall he be provided with 
more than a fufficiency. 

Death and life, happinefs and zt 
mifery are a£tually placed in the 
power of the tongue; and in exa£t 
proportion as every man is beft 
pleafed to hear, of a wife and vir¬ 
tuous or a vicious and foolifh one, 

{hall he reap the fruit of a moil 
lafling blifs or ruin. 

He who findeth all he wanted 22 
in a wife, or meets with a prudent 
and compleatly virtuous Qne, in a 
variety of fuppiies experiences that 
he has found and pofTefleth one of 
the moft valuable of blcfflngs; and 
hath obtained a peculiar favour of 
the Almighty Being. 

In foliciting undeferved kind- 2 ? 
nefs, the neceflitous and diftrefted 
with the trembling accents of a 
moft fubmifTive humble voice ini- 

Y 3 plores 


d Findeth KVO lignifieth, to jind emphaticallyt in fuffciency „ 
all he wanted) or all that can be founds fo that the fenfe it 
perfect without the epithet good: which the learned Dr Ken- 
nicut would here unneceflarily fupply, by authority of the 
(■a reeky Syriacy Arabic » and Fulgate Differ t* Vol. II. p. 19^’ 
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Sect, n.plores or befeeches: whereas thp 

opulent and independent anfwers 
Proverbs j n ft ern harfh language. * 

acvin. 23. Th e hofpitable friendly man 24. A man that 
who hath a large acquaintance and hath friends muft 
his houfe continually crouded, if fhew bimfelf friend- 
his fortune be not immenfe, muft 4’* anc * c here is a 
in courfe foon ruin himfclf: but ^ r * en< ^ that fticketh 
there is a particular fele£fc friend c ^ oiert ^ ana ^ rot ^ cr * 
whom he can never be too choice 
of, who will adhere to him in af- 
fe&ion and fidelity above the gene¬ 
rality of the nearefl relatives. 


CHAP. XIX. SECT. XXII. 

Exertions of Jlrength or fpeed to be under regulations . 
Man s injlability and mifery the refult of his own 
fodlijhnefs and impiety. Effefts of riches or poverty . 
Charities a kind of loans to the Almighty. A rifing 

generation promtfing, in proportion to their early diftt- 
pline. Punifhment in rcadinefs for profane fcoffers. 


Chap. xix. 1. 


Chap. xix. 1. 


Sect. 22. T\/T OR E refpeftable and truly 
IVJL honourable is the obfeureffc 
Proverbs perfon in the loweft condition, who 
xix. 1. proceeds in one plain courfe of re¬ 
gular fteady virtue, than he who 
deals doubly ; winds about this way 
or that in his difcourfe and be¬ 
haviour as may be mod fubfervient 
to his felfifh bad ends; and at the 
fame time fwims in plenty; or has 
' every thing that can adminifter to 
luxury folly and effeminacy. 


B Btter n the poor 
that walketh in 
his integrity, than 
he that is perverfe 
in his c lips, and is 
a fool. 


A grow- 


e Lips , Dr Kennicot has obferved agreeable to an ancient 
HeB. MS. and to preferve the antithefis, that his lips 

fhould be read V3*1*1 his mays, fool "Vi£*y rich. 

Dijfert. p. 509. Vol. II. p. 287. 
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z. f Alfo, that A growing fpeed of motion, or Sect, za- 
the foul he without unrelaxed vigour of application,-v*— 
knowledge, it is not without any regard to the breath Proverbs 
good; and he that or natural ftrength, is not fitting; x * x - 2 * 
hadcth with his feet, no ^ t h e wa y to f acce ed, nor truly 

finneth. upon the whole for man’s intereft: 

and he that is over hafty in his 
Heps, or moft precipitate in his 
meafures, is in the greateft danger 
of Rumbling, lofing his way or 
miffing his mark of happinefs. 

3. The foolifhnefs A man’s own unadvifednefs cor- 3 
of man perverteth rupcion or carnality hurry him on 
his way ; and his in the flattering and flippery path 9 
heart fretteth Pigainft 0 f vice an d ru i n ; and at the fame 
the Lord. time his heart rebelleth, and as if 

poifoned fwelleth till it break with 
impious reflexions againft the AU 
mighty: as if he was worfe ufed 
than others, when the reafonable 
laws of a moft equal providence 
take place; and it appears plainly 
impoffible for him to ftand his 
ground upon fo unftable and loofe 
a foundation. 

Plenty of all conveniences, or the 4 
largeft tides of riches conftantly 
the poor is feparaced flowing in, ufually fill the owner’s 
from his neighbour# habitation with crowded aftemblies 

of profefled friends: but the re¬ 
duced and greatly impoverifhcd 
eats a folitary morfel; is even de¬ 
fer ted by the mercenary man who 
was lately moft intimate with him. 

Due punifhments are in ftore $ 
for him, who bears teftimony to 

known untruths: neither {hall he 
that fpeaketh lies, an y means efcape who auda- 

fhall not efcape. cioufly avers barefaced falfehoods. 

Y 4 The 


4. Wealth maketh 
many friends; but 


5. A falfe witnefs 
{hall not be un- 
punilhed, and he 


f CZia Schult. interprets as a fubftantive from the radix 
CD 03 addidit, mult us % copiofus fuit : or as Go li us from the 
jlreLiCy mu/tus vumfit M abundavit aqua in futto. 
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Sect. 22. The greateft numbers will pay 6. Many will in* 
"V***-* homage to and infinuate themfelves treat the favour of 
Proverbs j nt0 the favour of men of liberal the prince, and every 

xi*. 6. princely fpirits: and almoft all men f! an , 7J a / nen< * 10 
are devoted to his fervice and in- im 1 at £ lvet Z ] ts * 


:tereft, who ma-keth generous re¬ 
turns, or bountiful rich prefects. 

2 AH that are any way connected 
with, or related to the impoverifhed 
and indigent, with the change in 
his circumftanccs, commonly Ihew 
coolntfs and indifference to him: 
how much more do his dependents 
and table friends retreat to the 
greateft diftance? he is inftant and 
preffing in his talk and multiplied 
words, but they are all wind, vanity. 


7. All the brethren 
of the poor do hate 
him : how much 
more do his friends 
go far from him : he 
purfueth them with 
words, yet they are 
wanting to him. 


and nothing. , 

3 He who poffeffeth himfelf of S. He thatgetteth 
wifdom, or truly enjo,yeth as his wifdom, loveth his 
prerogative his powers of reafon, own ^ 0tJ f : h e that 
ffaews a proper regard to the dignity j cee P^ t ^ 1 underftand- 
of his own nature: he who moft in ^’ S ooc ^ 


flriCUy obferves the laws of pru¬ 
dence, fhall obtain what he wifhes 
for, whatever is moft eligible and 
defirable. 

9 He who afferts the truth of meer 
fi&ions, fhall not be innocent nor 
exempt from deferved punifhment: 
and he that impudently maintains 
downright falfehood$, (ball be ut¬ 
terly loft and ruined, as to his cha¬ 
racter and happinefs. 
jo An affluence of all pleafures and 
delicacies is not fuitable for, rather 
intolerable in the effeminate ftupid 
rich: how much more (hocking is 
it for one whom nature and educa¬ 
tion plainly defigned for the lowed 
fervitude; with the utmoft info- 
lepce to trample on and lord it 
over, perfons of the firft rank and 
character. Man 


9. A falfe witnefs 
(hall not be un- 
punifhed, and he 
that fpeaketh lies 
(hall perifh. 


jo. Delight is not 
feemly for a fool: 
much lefs for a fer- 
vant to have rule 
over princes. 


i ■ < 



Book 

II. The difcrc- 
4ion of a man defer- 
reth his anger, and 
it is his glory to pafs 
over a tranfgreflion. 


3 2, The king’s 
wrath li as the roring 
of a lion ; but his 
favour it as dew 
upon the grafs. 


13. A foolifh fon 
ts the calamity of 
his father; and the 
contentions of a wife 
are a continual drop- 
ping. 


14 . Houfe and 
riches are the inhe¬ 
ritance of fathers: 
and a prudent wife 
if from the Lord. 


1 5. Slothfulnefs 
caftech into a deep 
iLeep, and an idle 
foul Ihall fuffer hun¬ 
ger 
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Man no fooner arrives to a ma-?ECT. 
turity of folid fenfe and prudence, w “v— 1 
than it appears in the regulation of P r O ver b? 
Jii$ paflions; particularly, in his xw * 1I- 
prolonging time before his anger 
is fuffered to rife: and his nobjeft 
improvement fhines forth moft 
illuftrioufly, in behaving as if he 
had not obferyed a tranfgreflion, 
and entirely forgiving it. 

The burning indignation of of- 12 
fended majefty is moft terrible, and 
truly refembles the growling rage 
of an hungry lion in rending his 
prey: and his gracious regard has 
an influence on to increafe men’s 
happinefs, like the defending dew 
to refrefh the new-mowed grafs. 

A ftupid wicked and incorrigible *3 
fon, is fuch an exquifite and into¬ 
lerable heavy and finking grief, as 
at Iaft frequently overwhelms the 
mind of his father; and the con¬ 
tinual wranglings of a brawling 
contentious wife, are as difficult to 
bear, as to ftand in rainy weather 
under the inceflant droppings of 
the eaves of houfes. 

An agreeable habitation with a *4 
fufficiency of wealth, are the in¬ 
heritance, which at an appointed 
timefathersare foiicitous to put their 
children in pofleffion of; but it may 
be efteemed a kind of heavenly 
heritage, and moft gracious allot¬ 
ment of divine providence, to be 
joined in marriage to a woman 
that excels in prudence, and is 
compleatly virtuous. 

Sloth and indolence bring upon*$ 
him who is given up to them, a 
kind of death-like ileep or fatal 
lethargy; that he takes no care of 

any 
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Sect. 22. any thing; and a remits and negli- 
^ gent perfon who deceiveth himfelf. 

Proverbs ffiall be deftitute of the neceflaries 

30 x. 15. G f ]jf e< 

16 He who is obfervant and guarded t6. He that keep- 
fo as uniformly to a£l as is enjoined et h t ^ ie command- 
by the higheft authority, fecures mem > keepeth his 
his own life and foul from the ovvn \ r ^ ut 
greateft danger: but he who ten- thut « r P ,r « h hls 
dereth his courfe of life contempti- wa ^ s * ia le - 
ble, by negledling all juft rules, 

fhall be punifhed with death for it. 

17 He. who fheweth favour and *7. He that hath 
compafiion to the poor, who can pity upon the poor, 
never requite him, in fome fenfe ler.de:h unco the 
conferred* an obligation and may ^ 0 R D ; anc ^ r ^ at 
cxpe£t repayment of the Almighty ; 
and he may be perfe&ly fecure that 
the good which hebath done them, 
fhall in full meafure without the 
Ieaft deficiency, be reftored to him. 

18 3y all reafonable expedients re- 

ilrain your fon from dome wrone, , . , 

or reduce him to duty and obe- Y* c et / 0t 

dience, whilft there is the folideft 

grounds to expe& the efficacy of 
fuch methods; and do not through 
an exc«-ffive indulgence bring your- 
feIf under the fad neceffity of de¬ 
firing the magiftrate to execute 
upon him the law againft rebellious 
incorrigible children. 

10 A ipan who is prone to indulge J 9 r ^ m * n ®^ ^ 
his wrathful paffions, in fome fenfe S reat wrat ^ 

may 


which he hath ^iven 
will he pay him a- 
gain. 


18. s Chaften thy 
fon while there is 


S Some interpret this paflage as a caution againft over¬ 
much rigour and tranfports of anger, with cruelty ; which 
being dangerous in fuch cafes ought mod carefully to be 
avoided. And render, but fujfer not thyfelf to bt tranfported 
fo caufe him to dye . Thus the Vulg. ChaLi. Paraph. Pagnin. 
Yatab. &C. 

h is not elfewhere to be met with in the facred pages, 
hence the Ma/oretic reading would fubftitute in its room 
in the Arabic, as Scbuitens notes it fignifies a fione, or hard\ 

and 
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(uffer pumfbment: may be faid to carry punifiiments Sect. 
for if thou deliver and miferies constantly about him, * 
bim % yet thou mult f or jf y 0 u refcue him from danger, Proverb* 


do it again* 


20. Hear counfel, 
and receive infrac¬ 
tion, that thou 
mayeft be wife in 
thy latter end. 


you will have again and again to* 1 * 1 , 9 - 
repeat it. 

’Tis of. the utmoft confequence,zo 
for you to attend diligently to ad¬ 
vice, and to receive with pleafure 


as a gift, truly to congratulate and 
acquiefce in, whatever tends to 
correct your errors; that you may 
become wife and religious in your 
following days, or againft your 
future ftate. 

There are many clofe reafonings, i\ 
or welUconcerted fchemes in the 
heart, neverthelefs mind of man; which if they be 
the counfel of the contrary to the divine fcheme of 
Lord, that lhall wifdom and providence, lhall all 
^ an< ^* come to nothing: for the grand 

defigns of the Almighty and Eter- 
v nal Beings (hall Hand firm fo as 

to be infallibly accomplifhed. 

22. The defire of That which is principally looked 22 

a man is his kind- at, valued and celebrated in a man, 
nefs: and a poor is his beneficence, liberality, or ge- 
man is better than a nerofity; but the tattered poor is in 
}' ar * the general opinion preferable, to 

him who deceives their hopes, 
whofe ftock proves deficient, or 
who boafts of his riches yet has 
nothing to beftow on them. 

23. The fear of The religious reverence and obe-23 
the Lord tendfth to dience of the felf-exiftent Being is 
life, and be that both certainly life and happinefs; but he 

it lhall abide fat is- w h 0 j s Q f an d lulled 

f e . , a ".?* “ e afieep in carnal fecurity, evil and 

(til f n a lit I ■ J 

mifery are not far from him. 


21 There are many 
devices in a 


man’s 


Vifited with evil. 


An 


and rough place , Jlony ground; and an hand as full offonts as 
it can hold : thus it might be rendered, a man a vho will 
throw fonts of anger . 
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A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. 22. An ina&ive fluggifhman,having 

^ in readinefs the greatett plenty of 
Pfoverbs delicacies, hideth his hand in the 
**** 2 4 - plate on which they lie j and will 
not even take pains to bring it 
back again to his mouth. 

25 Correal with feverity a fcornful 
fneering offender ; and the^ridicu- 
lous filly man will, by that rough 
but proper ufage, be led to pradtife 
more prudence: but reafon with, 
admonifh and convince an intel¬ 
ligent reflecting one, and he will 
judge of the difference of things; 
and diftinguifh in his future con- 
duft as the true difcernment of 
reafon and confcience fhall guide 
him. 

26 A diforderly abandoned fon, who 
is notorioufly guilty of the moft 
fcandalous excefles, as a deftroyer 
or robber fpoileth his father; and 
caufeth his mother, as fbe would 
fly from imminent danger, to fhun 
the fi^ht of him. 

27 My fon, forbear giving the leaft 
attention to that dodtrine of vani¬ 
ties, which inflead of reforming 
blindeth and Icadeth into error and 
wickednefs: caufeth to wander from 
the didtates of confcience and true 
knowledge. 

23 A corrupt and profligate witnefs 
illudes, and throws the utmoft con¬ 
tempt on all the laws of equal and 
impartial judgment; and his mouth 
who makes no difference betwixt 
true and falfe, right and wrong, as 
^wallowed up in the deepeft gulph, 
immerfes him in the grolfefl crimes 
and perfidies and the heavieft re- 
j^cdjiefs dcftrudtion. 


24. A flothfu! mart 
hideth his hand in 
his bofom ; arid will 
not fo much as bring 
it to his mouth again. 

25. Smiteafcorner, 
and the Ample will 
beware; and reprove 
one that hath under- 
ftanding and, he will 
underhand know¬ 
ledge. 


26. He that wafteth 
his father, and cha- 
feth away his mo¬ 
ther, is a fon that 
caufeth fhame, and 
bringeth reproach. 

27. Ceafe my fon, 
to hear the inftruc- 
tion that caufeth to 
err from the words 
of knowledge. 


28. An ungodly 
witnefs fcprneth 
judgment; and the 
mouth of the wicked 
devoureth iniquity. 


Punifh- 
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2 9 Judgments *m Punishments (land in the higheft Sect. 2 z* 
prepared for fcorn- fituation of calamity, or the 
ers, and ftripes for grievous ones are in perfect readi- Proverbs 
the back of fools. nc f s f or diftorted mocking Tinners ; x * x ' 2 9 w 

and ftripes which will bitterly pain 
and deeply wound it, for the back 
of the ftupid hardened and im¬ 
penitent. 


C H A P. XX. SECT. XXIII. 

Danger and folly , of intemperate drinking : of offending 
the higher powers : of contention , and of indolence . The 
clofefl refervcdnefs penetrable by the difeerning . Often - 
ration common , fdelity fcarce . The happtnefs of inte¬ 
grity. Thrones of judgment tejls of wickednefs. Few 

duly concerned about innocence , jujlice > fmcerity , and 
the divine infpeftion . Prejent pleafnre of deceit how 
followed . Upon unanimity . Babbling. Contempt 

of parents. Retaliation. Falfe weights . Vows . Royal 
virtues the fafety of royal perfonages . Subject of 

praife in youth and in old age . NeceJJity of fuffe rings 
for finners . 


C ii a p. xx. 1. Chap, xx, i. 

W fne/jamork- ^T"'HE intemperate ufe of wineSECT. £5, 
er > 1 ftrong ^ renders man a profane mocker, *“V"" J 
drink is raging; and an( j ftrong wine which intoxi- Proverbs 
who- cates xx * 1 * 


' Strang drink, fome think the ancient oivov ofVjQov refer¬ 
red to. The drink originally ufed by the Hebrews was water 
drawn out of wells, or rivers into which they fometimes 
fqueezed the juice of citrons and pome-granates; with it 
they often mixed honey ; they had a fort of flrong drink of 
which the principal ingredients were honey, dates, barley 
and wheat: but their chief liquour was wine, called in 
feripture the blood of the grape, becaufe the red was in 
greatdt abundance. They frequently mixed water with it 
tor the fake of fobriety, and fometimes, to make it more 
palatable they infufed fpices into it. They preferred their 
wineinlkins and bottles, and they ufually drank it in a mental 
cup, that contained about half an EnglifJ? pint. When the 
weather was exceeding hot, they ufed to cool their wine with 
fnovv from mount Libanus. Lew, Heh. Antiq* Vol. III. p. 221. 
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Sect. 23. cates the brain, like the waves of whofoever 19 d e- 
the fea tumultuous and clamorous; reived thereby is not 
Proverbs and every one who in this inftancc w ^ e * 

DCJC | * * 

habitually goes aftray or is over- 
feen, will have no relilh for virtue, 
nor in any refpeft a£t foberly and 
wifely. 

2 The formidable power or violent 2. The fear of a 
difpleafure of earthly majefty may king is as the roring 

properly be reprefented by the de- a ^ on : 
vouring rage of an hungry lion: P rov °l <ec ^ him to 

lie who tranfgreffiis the laws of his his f ouL 

Country and fooffends his lovereign, 
does it at the peril of his life, or 


will prove guilty of death; 

3 It is a man’s excellence and real 
dignity timely to defifl: from frivo¬ 
lous Wrangling debates: but every 
one who is rafh and unadvifed cor¬ 
rupt and vicious will be making 


3. It is an honour 
for a man to ceafe 
from ftrife: but every 
fool will be med¬ 
dling. 


bare the teeth, or blowing up the 
coals of contention. 

4 The lluggifh indolent man will 
not plow, fo long as there remain 
with him any fruits of harveft; or 
he will take no care nor follow 
any labour whilft he enjoys plenty: 
confequently he (ball afk favours, 
when others are able to beftow 


4. The fluggard 
will not plow by 
reafon of the cold; 
therefore fhall he beg 
in harveft, and have 
nothing. 


them; and when they are rejoicing 
in the richeft plenty of autumn be 
deftitutc of every thing. 

5 Purpofes and deliberations in 
a man’s heart, are fo induftrioufly 
concealed from the view of others, 
as to be no more vifible than the 
bottom of the deepeft waters; but 
a difeerning prudent man, with his 
difeourfe as with buckets let down, 
will draw them out. 

6 As far as is in their power, mod 
men, each with an exalted voice 
will proclaim the excellence of his 

own 


5. Counfel in the 
heart of man is like 
deep water, but a 
man of under/land¬ 
ing will draw it out. 


6. Moft men will 
proclaim every one 
his own goodnefs: 

but 
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bat a Faithful man 
who can frnti 


7. A juft man 
walketh in his inte¬ 
grity : his children 
art blctfed after him. 


8 . A king that 
fitteth in the throne 
of judgment, fcat- 
tercth away all evil 
with his eyes. 


9. Who can fay, 
I have made my 
heart clean, I am 
pure from my fin. 


to.Divers weigKt'S, 
and divers meafures, 
both of them are 
alike abomination 
to the Loro, 


own character and virtue; but who Sect. 25. 
can find one chat will Hand all tefts o—y»—^ 
for the certainty of an inflexible Proverb* 
fidelity and probity. 6. 

His life and actions manifeft him 7 
who is a ftri£lly upright perfon, 
and are univerfally conformable to 
the laws of equity and integrity: 

O how happy and blefled (hall he 
be! and not only he himfelf, but 
even his lateft pofierity here 
and hereafter who follow fuch 
rules I 

It is the glorious province of a 8 
monarch, feated on his throne of 
judgment, to have laws ena&ed 
and fee them executed, which (hall 
fo difperfe that they can never form 
fchemes in concert, even as chaff 
before thewind, all the authors and 
abettors of injury and violence ma¬ 
lignity and mifehief. 

Who can without an unpardon* 9 
able preemption declare-—I have 
fincerely endeavoured to pradife 
virtue, truly rendered my mind 
and morals clear as cryftal, unfpot- 
ted as the faireft glafs: as to any 
error fin or guilt, I am purged and 
refined to a degree of purity bright- 
nefs and fplendour like unmixed 
metals or poliftied gems. 

Different weights, one (lone for 10 
weighing money in paying, another 
in receiving ; or different meafures, 
one epha to buy another to fell 
withal, whereby thofe, with whom 
men traffick are defignedly impofed 
upon and direttly injured, are alto¬ 
gether alike abominable in the eyes 
of a mofl juft Qod. 


Even 



XX. II. 


12 


* 

made even both of 
them. 


i^.I.ovenotfleep, 


336 A Paraphrase of } the 

Sect. 23. Eveh a young perfon in his per- ^ n* k EvenachiM 
V v - f formances a<fts the part of a crafty known by Mi 
Proverbs diflembier; as if his work was truly ^°* n 6 s > whether his 
clear and perfectly equal, when he w ° r ^ pure,. and 
knows it to be much other wife. whether 11 ** n S ht * 

Whatever appeftaineth to the IZ - The hearing 
car and its ufes, and to the eye and ear » an( * l ^ e f ce * n ,£ 
its feeing effedtuallyj or anfwering e y e * 
all the good purpofes of feeing or 
underftanding; the maker of all 
things hath contrived and fafhioned 
both of them, the one by the other. 

13 Beware of indulging yourfelf in 
a kind of deep fleep and droniQi t ^ ou come to 
ina&ivity; left during your life- poverty; open thinp 

time, your fubftance be turned over b > * f#ti|fied wi[h 
into the poiieftion of your heir; bread 
clear away the mifts from before 
your eyes, and take proper ftrong 
profpedfs of things; whence you 
will fee the neceffity of induftry, 
in earneft fet about it, and thereby 
be fupplied with plenty of all ne- 
ceflaries* 

14 * It is good for nothing, it is naugh¬ 
ty and bad, faith the polVeflor; bht 
when it happens to lapfe into other 
hands then at laft he extols it as a 
fplendid and ineftimable advantage. 

15 The eflentials of earthly happi- 
nefs, as men commonly efteem an d’a multitude of 
them, fince they can procure moft rubies: but the lips 
other things, are gold and heaps of knowledge an a 
of jewels: but they are greatly ex- precious jewel, 
ceeded in value, by indeed the moft 
weighty and precious of all inftru- 
ments or ornaments, viz. lips which 
exprefs religious wifdom. 

There 


14. It is naught, 
it is naught, fairh 
the * buyer: but 
when he is gone his 
way, then he boaft- 
eth. 

15. There is gold. 


* Even a child, &c. fome render, marketh t dijiinguijketh 
himfelf, by his doings. Yid. Schult. in Loc. 

* Buyer, the radix rather fignifies the p a Jft]for. 



i7- Bread of de¬ 
ceit is fweet to a 
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id. Take his gar- There is no injuftice, hardly anySECT. 23. 
ment that is furety feverity to one who is fo inconfide-' —,, " , V" , “^ 
for a Granger: and rate, though you take his garment P rov erbs 
take a pledge of him which he fhould go abroad or fleep xx * 
for a ftrange woman. as pledge for any loan he re- 

quefts, fince he hath engaged to 
fupply the deficiencies of one who 
is a ftranger to him : and if on ac¬ 
count of his foreignnefs, or being 
devoted to the whole tribe of ftrange 
people, you deftroy his pledges. 

That bread, or thofe feculari7 
goods which are the efFefts of a 
man : butafterwards man’s fraudulent difhoneft arts and 
his mouth (hall be practices, may for the prefent give 
filled with gravel. film plcafure ; but his after reflec¬ 
tions and their final confequences, 
fhalJ be as difagreeable to his mind, 
as it is to his mouth to have it 
filled with coarle fand, or fretted 
and galled with little round pebble 
ftones. 

18 Every purpofe Deliberations and refolutions are 18 

is eftablifhed by commonly fettled and confirmed, 
counfel: and with by the joint concurrence of nume- 
good advice make r0 us opinions in clofe counftl: and 
war * in the important and hazardous 

affair of war, their union cannot 
be too (trong nor the coft too well 
counted. 

19 He that goeth He who indaflrioufly feeketh for * 9 

about as a tale- and picketh up ftories true or falfe, 
bearer , revealeth a nd retails them to the difadvantage 

fecrets: therefore 0 f others, may properly be fa id to 

meddle not with him wa ik a b 0U £ revealing fecrets of per- 

fons and families: therefore pretend 
not to have any intercourfe or com¬ 
munion with him, that is loofe and 
vague in his talk, or that would 
lead you into error by the flattery 
of his lips.; ' \ 

He who 'b.y contemptuous lan¬ 
guage renddrcth his father or his 


that flattereth with 
his lips. 


2 3-Whofocurfeth 
his father or his mo- 


20 


Vo L, IV. 


ther, mother vile and defpicablc, bis lamp 
Z fh.Jl 
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Sect. 22. {hall be put out in the utmofl: ther, his lamp fhall 

~ f blacknefs of impenetrable horrid he putoutinobfcuro 
Proverbs darknefs, or he (hall perifh in the < 3 arknefs. 
xx. 20. greatcft ignominy and mifery. 

21 There is an inheritance which is 21. An inheritance 

not acquired and poflefled at firft ma y be 1 gotten ha- 
without publick cenfure and many Ajly at c he begin- 
curfes, owing to his avarice in- n * n £ * but e end 
humanity or iniquity who enjoys not 

it; neither {hall the end of it be ^ e " ec ^* 

. blefied, honoured or happy. 

22 How grievous foever men’s ill 22. Say not thou, 
ufage or grofs their injuries are, do I recompence 
not you declare or refblve faying— evil: but wait on 
in perfe£t weight and mcafure of ? c ,.^ ORD i an< ^ 
evil will I requite them : fteadily a ave t " ec * 
and patiently hope and truft in Al¬ 
mighty God; and he as your 

fovereign avenger,{hall undoubtedly 
perform whatever is expedient for 
your fafety welfare and profperity. 

23 Juftice in commerce is of fo 23.Divers weights 

much confequence to the welfare are an abomination 
of his rational creatures, that the UI J t o t h e Lord: and 
iniquity of different weights is 3 a e balance tj not 

highly difpleafing to the righteous ^°° 

Lord: neither is a balance which 
deceives and Wrongs the purchafer, 
other than an extreme evil, and he 
who ufes it deferving of fignal pu- 
nifhinent. 

24- The event and fuccefs, of the 24. Man’s goings 
flrongeft man’s moft vigorous en- are of the Lord, 
deavours and mcafurcs to obtain or how can a man t ^ ieQ 
fecure profperity, are of the Lord ; un derftand his own 

and wa ^ ? 

1 Gotten bajiily t the different reading here does not feem 
greatly to alter the fenfe: and whether the radix be tT 73 to 
abhor , to curfe or brO to be fuddndy fe'rzed withfear and 
terror accompanied with, burry and confufon ; to be in great 
hajie : both intimate the goods to be gotten difhoneftly: at 
prefent to have evil in them ; and that the ilfue will not be 
happy. The former interpretation feems to be clearer, a; 
in the paraphrafe. 
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Book 


2 $. It is a fnare 
to the man at bo de- 
voureth that which 
is holy: and after 
vows to make en¬ 
quiry. 


26. A wife king 
fcattereth the wick¬ 
ed, and bringeth the 
wheel over them. 


27. The fpirit of 
man is the candle of 
the Lord, fearching 
all the inward parts 
of the belly. 
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and whence then fhould a mean Sect, 23. 
man have judgment and difcretion —v~—* 
for directing his journey of life ? Proverbs 

It renders a man guilty, and xx * 2 +* 
binds him over to a terrible judg- 2 S 
ment, who in the warmth of his 
zeal rafhly brings himfelf under a 
facred obligation: and after vows 
makes cavilling, enquires with in¬ 
tent to elude their performance. 

A wife prince fcattereth the dif- 26 
turbers of fociety, as chaff is fepa- 
rated and difperfed by the fan in 
winnowing; and as the cart-wheel 
is turned about to break and thrafh 
the corn, fo will he infliCt on them 
various punifliments in proportion 
to their crimes. 

The fpiritual or rational prin- 2 7 
ciple in man, is the candle of the 
Lord, which h£ hath lighted up 
and keeps continually burning, in 
order to make diligent fearch for 
whatever is concealed in man’s in- 


28. Mercy and 
truth preferve the 
king: aod his throne 
is upholden by mer- 
cy. 


29. The glory of 
young men is their 
tlrcngth : and the 
beauty 


mod reccffes; or in the thoughts 
and affections of his mind, 

An extraordinary beneficence 2$ 
and inviolable truth and faithful- 
nefs form, and raife a monarch to 
the higheff dignity: the unfhaken 
firm fupport of his throne is his ge¬ 
neral charaCfer for univerfal gcod- 
nefs, or the unrivalled excellence 
of all his virtues. 

The honour wherein young men 29 
ufually pride themiVlves is their 
bodily ftrength, vigour, and adti- 
Z 2 vity 


m Some ancient methods of punifhment have been fap- 
pofed alluded to in this paflage. As that torturing inftru- 
ment the wheel to which flaves were bound. Vid Suuias 
in Tfoyoc. What is referred to feems fully explained, Ij'a, 
xxviii 27 and 28. 
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Sect. 23 .vity: in like manner the beauty beauty of old men 
- 1 — 1 -v"—and glory of the ancient are their is their grey head. 

Proverbs hoary hairs,with the experience and 
xx. 29. w ifdom which accompany them. 

30 The obftinately wicked will not 30.The n bluenefs 
be conflrained to reform but by of a wound cleanfeth 
heavy fufferings: the marks of a ' v ' a y ev il : ^*° < *° 
Wounds are a kind of medicine to ^ r *P es inward 

rub out or cleanfe them from all P arts 0 ^e e /’ 
fuperfluity of haughtinefs: and 
ffrokes which reach to the inward 
parts of the belly, to produce in 
them a better mind. 


CHAP. XXI. SECT. XXIV. 

Human ajfcfttons and difpenfations under the divine direc¬ 
tion, Equity more excellent than jacrifice. Effefts of 
pride : precipitancy: falfehood: rapine: obduracy to 
the cries of the poor: Jeer et gifis : iniquity: extrava¬ 
gance : domeflick Jlrife: Jlrift jujlice: well condufted 
courage: the government of the tongue: lujling eager de- 
ftres in the fothjul. The ufe of regular means man s 

duty: events of God, 


Chap. 


xxt. 1 


Sect. 24. ' I E king’s heart, as his vice- 
X gerc^nt on earth, is in the 
Proverbs hand of the Lord; like rivers of 
xxi, 1. water, which in their extenfive 
winding courfes fertilize a large 
tra£f of country, he inclinerh and 
enlargeth it, as what is moft ac¬ 
ceptable to him, by the kindeft in¬ 
fluences of a mild and good govern¬ 
ment, to proteft enrich and exalt 

the whole community. 

✓ 

2 In all men’s adfions they propofe 
to themfelvcs fome good, in their 
miflaken views whereof, or atten¬ 
tion 


Chap. xxi. I. 

T H E king’s 
heart is in the 
hand of the Lord, 
as the rivers of wa¬ 
ter: he turneth it 
whitherfoever he 
will. 


2. Every way of 
a man is right in his 
own eyes: but the 
Lord 


n By the former phrafe fornc interpret gentler corre£ion* t 
tire latter greater feven ties. 



hearts. 
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Lord pondereth the tion 'to a prefent pleafure, at the Sect 

expence of a diftant greater advan¬ 
tage, that courfe frequently feemeth P 1 ' 
right, which is much <>thf rwife : XX1 
but an Impartial and Omnif i- it 
Deity, weigherh in the t.-'.tteft 
balances the hearts with their af¬ 
fections and intentions. 

To pradife moral righteoufnefi, 3 
even the ftrideft equity of univer- 
fal virtue, is more excellent and 


j. To do juftice 
and judgment, 
more acceptable to 


is 


the Lord than fa- implant in the divine eftimate, 


crifice. 


4. An high look, 
and a proud heart, 


than all ceremonial observances or 
the moft expenfive facrilices. 

An haughty difdainful look as if4 
a man’s power and wealth would 
«Wthe 0 plowing of carr y him lo f ca | e heaven; and 
the wicked, is fin. d e fi res f 0 enlarged that the riches 

of the whole world cannot fatisfy 
them ; and their profperity who 
confound all differences of perfons, 
things and a&ions, are their ex¬ 
treme misfortune : throw them at 
the greateft diftance from their 
mark, happinefs, and only hurry 
them to irreparable endlcfs ruin. 

The final ftated account ol the3 
of the diligent tend acute active and diligent in bulmcfs, 
only - to plenteouf- furely ftretches out beyond con- 
nefs: but of every veniencies to abundance and riches : 
one that is hafty, hut 0 f ever y one t hat is over hally 

and prefleth on by evil arts, it 
groweth lefs and lefs towards defi¬ 
ciencies in all refpe£ls. 

The acquifition of treafurc by 6 
treafurcs by a lying the indirect methods of falfehood 
tongue, is aP vanity and tricking, is that of a diffipated 
tolled ^ 3 vapour. 


5. The thoughts 


only to want. 


6. The getting of 


0 P/owing, the LXX. Ckald. and Vulg. render “13 facer na y 
candlet light or la?np y i. e. profperity : which feems to be 
the meaning of the word in this palfige: though inter¬ 
preting it of the culture of land and indullry as it likevvife 
Signifies might convey a natural and beautiful image. 

P Va:nt\ % Ktcrally 4 Jijjipated <yapom\ as finoke diipei fcd 
with the wind 
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Sect. 24. vapour, puff of air, or levity of 
fmoke which the wind difperfes; 
Proverbs the empty acquifition of thofe who 
xxi. 6. j n crror 0 f wa y S are a£tu* 

ally deftroying themfclves for it, 
and feeking death and eternal roi- 
fery. 

7 The fpoil which the confcious 
difturbers of focicty have gained by 
the greateft of villanies, as carrying 
the burden of a child beyond the 
appointed time of delivery, (hall 
be an heavy and intolerable load 
upon them; becaufe they cannot 
endure, nor will any means in¬ 
fluence them, to pra&ife what is 
juft and equal. 

8 The way of man is moft writhen 
and perplexed, wherein he is at 
every flop in danger of falling and 
finking under the weight, who 
binds faft upon his own back a 
bundle of the grofleft enormities: 
but he that is pure and clean from 
the defilement of wickednefs, what¬ 
ever he has to contrive or perform 
is even plain and ftraight. 

9 It is more eligible to be fituated 
on a folitary corner of the houfe* 
top, and there expofed unfheltered 
to all changes of weather; than 
with a wrathful and clamorous 
woman, in a houfe where her dif- 
tracfling company is unavoidable. 

jo The luff of carnal pleafure once 
inflamed is infatiable and moft 
ravenous; the innocence, honour, 
or happinefs of the moft intimate 
friend meet with no quarter, have 
not the leaft regard (hewed them 

w 

from it. 

? i When the profane and contu¬ 
melious fefifter is amerced, or 

qbiiged 


tolled to and fro 
of them that feek 
death. 


7. The robbery 
of the wicked (hall 
deflroy them; be¬ 
caufe they refufie to 
do judgment. 


8. The way of 
man is fro ward and 
ftrange; but as for 
the pure, his work 
is right. 


9. It is better to 
dwell in a corner of 
the houfe top, than 
with a brawling wo¬ 
man in a wide houfe. 


10. The foul of 
the wicked deiireth 
evil: his neighbour 
findeth no favour ip 
his eyes. 


11. When the (corn¬ 
er is punilhed, the 
Ample 
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fimple is made wife: 
and when the wife 
is inftrufted, he re¬ 
ceived knowledge. 


12. The righteous 
man wifely confider- 
cth the houfe of the 
wicked: but God 
overthroweth the 
wicked for their 
wicked nefs. 


13. Whofo flop¬ 
ped his ears at the 
cry of the poor, he 
fclfo (hall cry him- 
felf, but lhall not be 
heard. 


14. A gift in fecret 
pacified anger: and 
a reward in the 
bofom,ftrong wrath. 

1 £. 7 / is joy to the 
juft to do judgment: 
but deftruction jhall 
be to the workers of 
iniquity. 


16. The man that 
wandered out of the 
way of undemand¬ 
ing, (lull remain in 

the 


obliged to pay a fum of money by Sect. 24. 
way of penalty, the filly man is 1 
fenfible of his miflake, and taught Proverbs 
greater prudence for the future: XX1, 11 ' 
but when any thing is clearly de- 
monftrated to the intelligent, he 
receives fo as to improve by ancf 
obferve the inftru&ion. 

Even the houfe and flouriflung 1 * 
ftate of the wicked, which has per¬ 
plexed fo many, afford the wife 
and righteous leffons of the moil 
beneficial and important know¬ 
ledge : the higher the more flippery 
is his fituation to the ungodly pof- 
fefior; on account of whofe vices 
and impieties it cannot long ftand, 
but muft inevitably fall into com- 
pleat ruin. 

He whofe hardened heart is in-13 
fenfible, or his narrow fpirit ftop- 
peth his ears, fo that he payeth no 
regard to the cries of the reduced 
weak and low for fuccour: in his 
turn (hall raife the loudeft out¬ 
cries, but he lhall meet with no 
anfwer fuitable to them. 

A precious and heavy gift fecret- 14 
ly conveyed will preponderate a- 
gainft anger: and a prefent brought 
in the bofom *— again ft the molt 
fiery indignation. 

All inftances of virtue and piety 15 
are moft acceptable and delightful 
to a good and fincere man in their 
performance; whereas the perpe¬ 
trators of vanity and iniquity ab¬ 
hor, are vexed with and in con- 
flernation at what they do. 

The man who incorrigibly and *6 
unwearedly deviates from the paths 
of virtue and true religion, fatigueth 
himfelf to a very bad purpofe, for 
Z 4 hre 



ihall not be rich. 


18. The wicked 
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Sect. 24 his lot (hall be finally caft amongft the congregation of 
the grand herd of the Rephaim\ the dead. 

Proverbs and h e f or ever h erea fter 

1 * remain with thofe wicked feparate 
fouls in the depths of jheol\ or in 
the loweft and mod wretched part 
of it, where the lewd and diflo- 
lute go. 

17 As the ebbing-tide, his fortune 17. He that loveth 
as well as virtue £hall continually pleafure Jball be a 
decreafe, who is entirely devoted P 00r man: he that 
to gaiety mirth and loofe gratifica- ^ ovet ^ winc anc * 
tions: he (hall in no refpeft be 
rich, who is immoderately fond of 
banquets and revels. 

As if he was a kind of atone¬ 
ment or fubftitute for him, in Jball be a ran font for 
times of publick calamity the righ- t ^ le righteous j and 
teous (hall efcape and the wicked t |j e tranfgreffor f° r 
fuffer: the man of integrity (hall 1 e upng t. 
be delivered, and the equivocating 
hypocrite come in his room. 

19 It is more agreeable to reft in a 19. It is better to 
folitary barren defert, than to in- dwell in the wilder- 
habit any kind of houfe, along with nefs than with a 
an imperious and wrangling turbu- contentious and an¬ 
ient and provoking woman. £ r y woman ' 

*0 There is truly defirable treafure, 2 o. 7 bereis a trea- 
fragrant ointment or fatnefs, and fure to be defired, 
the greatefi: abundance of all good oil in the dwel¬ 
lings owing to a regular induftry of the wife: but 

and frugality, in the dwelling of a foolifh man fpen 
the wife: but an effeminate ftupid et lt u ?' 
man who fuccceds him, in a very 
(hort time will have (wallowed it all. 
at He who with an honourable and *1. He that fol- 
vigorous application, profecutes the loweth after righ- 
ftudy and practice of ftridl juftice, teoufnefs and mercy, 
and the greateft excellence of all findeth life, righte- 
virtue ; fhall experience that it is oufnefs an< I honour, 
rot in vain, but that he finds a 
fufficiency or all that he wanted of 
Jife and happinefs, juftice, and glory. 

In 
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T2. A wife man In all inftance6 the prevalence Sect. 24, 
fealeth the city of of a fuperior wifdom is confpi- —J 

the mighty , and cuous; particularly in military Proverbs 
cafteth down the affairs where it hath been ob- ***• 22, 
Arength of the con- fgrved, that a Angle perfon en- 
fidence thereof. dued with this extraordinary ac- 

complifhment, hath fcaled the 
walls of a city, which was de¬ 
fended by numbers that were moft 
mighty, as to their Arength and 
bravery; and forced an afylum or 
fortrefs that feemed impregnable 
to furrender. 

*3. Whofo keep- In fetting a ftri£t guard over his 23 
eth hi» mouth and mouth and tongue, that they utter 
hn tongue, keepeth no thing that is rafh and unadvifed ; 
his foul from trouble. a man tru jy p re f erve th his life from 

numberlefs difficulties and per¬ 
plexities. 

In the haughty and violent man, 24 
who elated with the moil fwelling 
his name, who deal- profane pride, rufhes through every 
eth in proud wrath, j^ing facred to vice and ruin, the 

fcorner is diftinguifhed; and his 
character compleat when he is 
a£ting with the fudden fury of his 
utmoft loftinefs. 

25. The defire of The ineffectual wilh, or eager 25 
the flothful killed unavailing defire is torturing and 
him: for his hands f ata i to t h e inactive a*d Auggifh: 
refulc to abour. becaufe his folded hands, declare 

the unalterable refolution of his 
indolent mind, never to employ 
himfelf in any inftance of regular 
induftry to gratify it. 


24. * Proud and 
haughty fcorner is 



q Schultent deriving *vrv from the Arabic Radix 
fuppofes an allufion in this paflageto an heap of fand, which 
being undermined and hollowed with a flux of water falls 
down : and that the image is expreflive of the higheft degree 
of impotent arrogance and perfidious vapouring infolence. 
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Sect. 24. 


Proverbs 
xxi. z6. 


*7 


28 



30 


He all the day long moft earneft- 
ly defireth or greedily coveteth, the 
property or delicacies of others: 
but he who does what is juft, and 
provides things honeft in the 
fight of all men; beftows his 
labour, and relaxes not but exerts 
his utmoft ftrength for thofe pur- 

ceremonial obfervances and 
moft coftly facrifices of the ungodly 
and impenitent, are deferving of an 
univerfal abhorrence: efpecially 
when they are per/ormed,as it were, 
to corrupt the Deity and varnifti 
or patronize fome intended vil- 
lany. 

He who for injurious purpofes 
attefts and moft folemnly confirms 
known falfehoods fhall be loft and 
for ever perifti: but the fincere 
man who is facredly obedient to 
pure fimple truth, fpeaketh with 
fuch emphafisand authority weight 
and fteauinefs, as never to be con¬ 
founded. 

An impious unjuft man in order 
to maintain his caufe, determineth 
himfclf to be of a bold fierce and 
daring temper and afpect: but the 
virtuous and ilncere fettleth the 
courfe of his life upon a firm bafis 
of truth and equity. 

T here is no wifdom, no pru¬ 
dence, no forming of fchemes, that 
are likely to be effectual, in oppo- 
fition to the Almighty; nor indeed 
without his protection and ob- 
ferving the laws of his provi¬ 
dence. 


pofes. 

Th 


31 Military preparations are made, 
and the war-horfe regularly trained 
for the day of battle, and on ac¬ 
count 


the 

26. He coveteth 
greedily all the day 
long: but the righ¬ 
teous giveth and 
fpareth not. 


27. The facrifice 
of the wicked is 
abomination: . how 
much more •when he 
bringeth it with a 
wicked mind ? 


28. A falfe wit- 
nefs (hall perifh: bu: 
the man that heareth 
fpeaketh conftantly. 


29. A wicked man 
hardeneth his face: 
but as for the up¬ 
right, he direCteth 
'his way. 


30. There is n# 
wifdom, nor under- 
ftanding, norcounfel 
againft the Lord. 


31. The horfe is 
prepared againft the 
day of battle; but 
fafety is of the Lord. 
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count of hi9 (trength, fpeed, and Sect. 24. 
ardour greatly relied on ; but fafety 1,1 
is of the Lord, and only from his ^ over ^* 
regard and infpedtion. XX1 * 3 1 * 


CHAR XXII. SECT. XXV. 

Reputation Above riches . Rich and poor equal as to their 

common maker. Reward of humility and piety. Danger 
from moral dijlortion . Early religious tinjures com¬ 
monly imprejfive and lajling . Vanity the fruit of iniquity . 
A bountiful eye blejfed . Upon delicacy of fentiment: 
And the divine infpeftion , Ver. 1—17 • 


Chap. xxii. 1. 


Chap. xxii. 1. 


A good name is 
rather to be 
chofen than great 
riches, and loving 
favour rather than 
River and gold. 


2. The rich and 
poor meet together: 
the Loan is the 
maker of them all. 


3. A prudent man 
forefeeth the evil, 
and hideth himfelf: 
but the fimple pafs 
on and are punilhed. 


A Virtuous charafter, the effect g ECTt 2 j, 
of worthy adtions, is in- i_. — w — r 
valuably excellent, far beyond all Proverbs 
heaps of riches; and men’s favour- xxii. 1. 
able regards or kind refpedts which 
continually improve are preferable 
to, and have fometimes produced 
greater plenty, than filver and gold 
which perifli in the ufing. 

Wherever there are rich there 2 
are likewife poor perfons: every 
day they meet each other, and by 
mutual wants are infeparably con¬ 
nected : they have all on^common 
Creator and Almighty Lor d, which 
fhould unite them in affedtion, as 
they necefl arily are— in their fixa¬ 
tions and interefts. 

An experienced and dextrous 3 
man in the conduit of affairs, ob¬ 
serves with a particular attention 
an approaching evil or calamity, 
and withdraws himfelf to fome 
place of fecurity and protection : 
but the filly and carelefs pafs on 
thoughtlefsly without once (topping 
to reflect or conhder, till their purfes 

fuffer 




them. 


6 . Train up a 
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Sect. 15. fuffer, in the heavy contributions 
they are laid under. 

The natural effeft and final 4. By humility 
reward of meeknefs or humblenefs and the fear of the 
of mind, which is a noble branch ^ 0 R D are riches, 
and may denote the whole of a re- and honour, and life. 

ligious chara£ter, is riches and 
honour, life, and happinefs, 

5 Thorns and fnares, perplexities, 5. Thoms ani\ 

dangers, and diftrefles infefl the fnares are in the way 
winding courfe wherein the double- t ^ ie toward: he 
dealing man walketh; to entangle V 13 * doth ^- ee £ hls 
others and it lift involve and de- befar from 

ftroy himfelf: he who taketh due 
care of himfelf, will keep at the 
greateft diftance from them. 

6 As the mouths of infants are 

moiftened,and gradually accuftom- child in the way he 
ed to wholefome diet; fo from the fhould go: and when 
earlieft dawn of reafon,do you offer *} e * s °^’ not 

fomething of good do&rine, proper c P art rom u * 
to their palates, for the minds of 
youth to relifh, in the way of 
directing their conduct; and to the 
lafl ftage of decrepit age they will 
not erafe what was then inftilled, 
nor turn into a different courfe 
than was firft (hewed them. 

7 The wealthy and powerful, as a 7. The rich rulcth 
mafter over his flave, exercifes over the poor, and 
dominion and authority over the l ^ e borrower is fei- 
impoveriflied and neceflitous; and vant t0 the lender, 
he who in a pecuniary loan is 
obliged to another, until it is dif- 
charged is no better than his fervant, 
who hath conferred the obligation. 

8 He who praftifes iniquity (hall . 8. He that foweth 
fuffer the punilhment due to it, and “liquify, ^ a l[ rea P 
there is no doubt, when the proba- vani !T * an t ^ c / / Q , < | 
tion is ended and the rod (hall rage, r « 1S an S er 1 
but his mifery will be in full pro- 1 ’ 
portion. 


He 
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9. He that hath He that cherifhes in himfelf a Sect. 25. 
a bountiful eye (hall liberal and beneficent difpoiition, J 

be bleflcd : for he fhall have the beft wifhes of others Proverbs 
giveth of his bread f or his welfare and profperity : xx h. 9. 
to the poor. fince in their extreme neceflity he 

retrenches expences upon himfelf, 
and gives unto the ftarving out of 
that portion, which was provided 
for his own prefent fubfiftence. 


10. Call out the Banifh him your fociety who 10 
fcorner, and conten- mocks and flouts, and along with 
tion fhall go out; him wrangling debates themfelves 
yea. ftrife and re- fhall go out; indeed there will a 
proach fhall ceafe. total ceflation of every thing that 

is litigious, ignominious, and vile. 

11. He that loveth who is an admirer and pro- 11 

purenefs of heart, ficient in the nobleft refinements 
for the grace of his of the mind, purity of affe&ions 
lips, the king Jhall and fhining brightnefs of fenti- 
be his friend. ments; for the attractive ornaments 


they give to his difeourfe,the grand- 
eft perfonages even the king him¬ 
felf fhall defire his intimacy, or 


converfe with him as a favourite. 


12. The eyes of The divine Omnifcience and 12 
the Lord preferve Providence are peculiarly attentive 
knowledge, and he to the prefervation of men, who \ 
overthroweth the cultivate and excel in facred know- 
words of the tranf- ledge; on the other hand, it is fo 
£ re ^ or - ordered in his laws of government, 

that the treachery and perfidiouf- 
nefs of deceivers’s own words, place 
them in fo loofe and flippery a fixa¬ 
tion, that they cannot ftand but 
foon fall into ruin. 


13. The flothful Theie are no pretexts fo imper- 13 
man faith, there is a tinent or extravagant, but the 
lion without, I fhall flothful man has recourfe 10 them 
be flaininthe ftreets. to avoid aCtion and bufinefs; and 

rather than execute any commif- 
fions, can imagine to himfelf fuch 
dangers, as if lions were every 
where out of doors; and if he ven¬ 
tured 
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Sect. 25. tured abroad, he fhould certainly 

1 _ w u ' k be killed by one or other of them, 

Proverbs even j n ^ Q f t h e ft re et3. 

* X11, ^ u No ^ v * n g being is more hazard- 

^ed by the deepeft pit in the 
road, than man is by the flattering 
fpeeches of an adulterous woman: 
furely he mult be forfaken and ac- 
curfed of the Lord, who is fo 
wretchedly infatuated as to fall 
into this pernicious fnare. 

1 5 Though a kind of coarfenefs and 
indelicacy as to virtue and moral 
fcience, feem bound fo faft to the 
heart of a youth, as to hinder his 
faculties from operating; yet the 
rod of timely admonition, and pru¬ 
dent difpaffionate correction, will 
Ioofen its hold and throw it at the 
greateft diftance Aom him. 

16 He who exa£leth of and oppref- 
feth the reduced and defticute, fhali 
pay full intereft, large ufury, in 
being obliged to fupport him whom 
he has ruined : and he who maketh 
prefents to the opulent, to gain 
their favour, corrupt their judg¬ 
ment, or become poflefled of their 
fortunes, £hall only more impo- 
veiifh and adtually beggar himfelf. 


14. The moath of 
flrange women is a 
deep pit: he that 
is abhorred of the 
Lord, ihall fall 
therein. 


15. Fooliftmefs is 
bound in the heart 
of a child, bsit the 
rod of correction 
Ihall drive it far 
from him. 


16. He that op- 
prefleih the poor to 
increafe his riches, 
and he that giveth 
to the rich jhalt 
furely come to want 


SECT. XXVI. 

Advantages of attending to religious wifdcm. The Lord 
the avenger of the poor . Wrathful perfens dangerous 

ajfociates. Ancient boundaries not to be removed . Exal¬ 
tation from difpatch of bujinefs . Ver. 17, to the end . 

Ch A p. xxii. 17. Chap. xxii. 17. 

Sect. 26. T} REP A R E, O mv fon, and as r TJ O.W down 

J** it were ftretch out vour ear to JO thine ear, and 
Proverbs hear hear 

xxii. 17. 

r This is ft vied the fccond part of Proverbs: is it not rather 
an interruption to the proverbial fcntesices: and a connexion 
obfervable for feveral fubfequent chapters. 
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hear the worJs of hear inftiuAion; exprefs the utmoft Sect. 16. 


the wife, and apply 
thine heart unto my 
knowledge. 


18. For it is a 
pie a fan t thing if thou 
keep thepi within 
thee; they fhall 
withal be fitted in 
thy lips. 


19. That thy truft 
may be in the Lord. 
I have made known 
to thee this day, 
even to thee. 


20. Have not I 
written to thee ex¬ 
cellent things in 
counfels and know¬ 
ledge. 


21. That I might 
make thee know the 
certainty of the 
words of truth; that 
thou mighteft an- 
fwer the words of 
truth to them that 
fend unto thee. 


regard to the difeourfeof eminently, 
wife, and virtuous men 5 as placing 
them befide or under fome object, xxu ' 
concern your faculties and beft af¬ 
fections about, and determine all 
your thoughts and afiions by, true 
knowledge and the laws of reafon 
and confcience. 

For nothing can afford you foil 
entire a fatisfaClion and exquiftte a 
pleafure, as they will do when they 
once regulate your whole mind, 
and are ftri&ly obferved in the in- 
moft recefles of your heart: they 
(hall moreover be fet right in your 
lips; or fettled and ready upon all 
occafionstocommunicateto others. 

In order that you may lay a folid *9 
foundation for an unfhaken lafting 
confidence in the Eternal'LoRD 
God; I have this day clearly and 
fully declared to you, whatever is 
expedient for that important pur- 
pofe: even to you whoever you 
arc, that {hall hear or read my dif- 
courfes. 

Have I not described, as con* 20 
joining them with a three-fold cord, 
which is not eafily brol^n, matters 
which are clofely connected and 
fupremcly important; in forming 
defigns and effectually knowing, fo 
as to anfwer all the ends and reap 
all the fruits of knowledge. 

That I might make you per- 21 
fe<ftly acquainted with the utmoft 
exadtnefs ami precifion, as ii they 
were weighed in theniceft balances, 
of the words of truth ; that you 
may be able to give fatisfa&ory 
anfwers, concerning thofe words 
which are efteemed truth and fum 

loot intr, 
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Sect. 26. footing, by them who fend to you 
— y — — J as a kind of oracle pofitively to de- 
Proverbs termine them, 
xxu. 21. Take not away by force the 
22 poor man’s property, hccaufe he is 
already wafted in ftrength or fub- 
ftance therefore unable to defend 
himfelf; neither crufti or condemn 
in courts of judicature the perfe¬ 
cted injured poor. 

For the Lord as their patron 
by his judgments will ftand up moft 
vigoroufly to defend their caufe, 
againft all adverfaries; and will 
caufe them finally to be deluded 
out of their fouls and happineb, 
who as hood-winking, by their 
wretched chicaneries have cheated 
them of their rights. 

24 Beware of entering into fociety 
with him who is remarkably ad¬ 
dicted to paflion or anger : and do 
not intimately converfe with the 
cholerick, whom the moft violent 
wrath frequently tranfports into 
fury and madnefs. 

25 Left by a clofe acquaintance with 
him you infenfibly contract a fimi- 
larity of outrageous temper and 
manners ; and by tranfgrefting all 
laws of decency become liable to 
punifhment and mifery. 

26 Let daily experience of the evil 
confequence, prevent you from 
ftriking hands with other people’s 
creditors, or giving fecurity for the 
payment of money lent them. 

27 If in your circumftances, the 
neceflaries of life are all that in 
ftriClnefs you command, or if you 
have nothing that you can well 
fpare in order to di/charge the 
debt, which in all probability if 

you 


the 


22. Rob not the 
poor, becaufe he it 
poor: neither op- 
prefs the afflicted in 
the gate. 


23. For the Lord 
will plead their 
caufe, and fpoil the 
foul of thofe that 
fpoiled them. 


24. Make no 
fricndfhip with an 
angry man: and 
with a furious man 
thou fhalc not go. 


2 5.Left thou learn 
his ways, and get a 
fnare to thy foul. 


26. Be not thou 
one of them that 
itrike hands, or of 
them that are fura- 
ties for debts. 

27. If thou haft 
nothing to pay, why 
(hould he take away 
thy bed from under 
thee. 
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you engage you will be obliged to Sect. 26« 
do, why (hould you diflrefs your- 
felf; or put it into another’s power Proverbs 
to deprive you of a bed to repofe xxm * 2 7 * 


28. Remove not 
the ancient land¬ 
mark, which thy fa¬ 
thers have fct. 


29. Seed thou a 
man diligent in his 
bufinefs; he (hall 
lbnd before kings, 
he (hall not (land 
before mean men. 


on. 

Remove not, in order to enlarge 
your o'vVn pofleflions, the landmark 
or boundary out of ihe place where 
it has 1 op£ Rood, and where of 
right it ought to Rand ; your an- 
ceRors having fixed it there, for 
afeertaining the limits of their pro¬ 
perty to all fucceeding generations. 

Have you carefully obferved a 29 
man a£Iive and expeditious in the 
difpatch of bufinefs, and how it has 
advanced him? fuch a one {hall 
doubtlefs Rand as an attendant up¬ 
on a prince and the object of his 
favour; his fituation cannot be 
araongR people of a mean and ob-^ 
/cure condition. 


CHAP. XXIII. SECT. XXVII. 

Cautions, refpetling behaviour at the tables of the great, 
Avarice. '‘The prov'tfion and invitation of the Jlingy and 
fordid . Dijcourfe to fools that pervert it. Removing 

boundaries, Dijciphne of youth . Their improvement 
by it ; and avoiding the company of drunkards gluttons 
and harlots, « 


Chap, xxiii. 1. 


Chap, xxiii. 1. 


W HEN thou TT/Hencver you happen to be Sect. 27. 

litteA to eat VV honoured with a place at the '—■■“v J 
with a ruler, confider t a b| c 0 f a man authority; weigh Proverbs 

i igent y w at is w ^ at j s before you, in the exadfeft 1 * 

before thee ? , , r • • 1 « n. 

balances oi an impartial and molt 

difereet mind. 

2. And put a * Add let the folemn aw r e of the 2 
knife to thy throat, ptrfon prefent, like the danger of 

if . inRant 


« Knife , feme interpret a perfon that flinteth the con- 
fumption of provifions: rendering thus — And fet a f inter 
VoL. IV. A a over 
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Sect. 27. inftant death, lay the ftrongeft re- if thou be a man 
v —ftraints upon you; if you be a man given to appetite. 
Proverb 5 a( jon all other occafions, 
xxm. z. eagerly and plentifully to gratify 


your natural appetites. 

3 Be not feized with an ardent de¬ 
fire, of his richeft delicacies or 
high-feafoned difkes: which if you 
cat to excefs they may deceive, and 
fo far from nourifhing prove per¬ 
nicious food. 

4 Do not cape and pant with in- 
fatiable wilbes and perpetual hard 
labour, to acquire immenfe heaps 
of unprofitable wealth: out of re¬ 
gard to your intelligent powers and 
their nobler views utterly forbear, 
or quite defift from the vain purfuit. 

5 Is it not the reverfeof reafon and 
wifdom that you fhould make your 
eyes fly eagerly, roll with avidity, 
or grow dim with looking at that 
which will continually leflen to the 
fight; and fhortly be nothing at 
all that you can reap the leaft be¬ 
nefit from: for whatever riches 
you acquire, as making themfelves 
wings, will altogether vanilh, as 
a foaring eagle in its circling flight 
towards the exalted heavens. 

6 Enter not into friendlhip and in¬ 
timacy with, nor make ufe of his 
table, who is of an invidious avari- 
ciousor niggardlydifpofition; fuller 

not 


3. Be not defirous 
of his dainties: for 
they are deceitful 
meat. 


4. Labour not to 
be rich : ceafe from 
thine own wifdom. 


5. Wilt thou fet 
thine eyes upon that 
which is not r lor 
riches certainly make 
themfelves wings, 
they fly away as an 
eagle towards hea¬ 
ven. 


6. Eat thou not 
the bread of him 
that hath an evil 
eye; neither deflre 
thou 


over thy throat , one that lhall look afte/ yon, and appoint 
what and how much you are to eat, if thou art a man given 
to appetite , and canft not govern thyfelf. 

Scbultens renders, quippe cult rum admoneris gutturi tuc, ft 
praturgem flatu fts. The whole has been explained in a 
beautiful allegory of an unbounded ambition fwelling the 
mind: of its hazards; and total dilappointment by the royal 
difpleafure. 



them 

meats. 


thee. 
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his dainty rot your appetite to be excited unth Sfct. * 7 - 
his cboriceft rarities or moil delicious w-v-*—* 
meats.. Proverbs 

7. For as bethink- For as he is vile and fordid in xxiu 

eth in his heart, fo his heart foiis he in all his adlions ; 7 
//he; cat and drink or as he abhors his'own natural 
faith he to thee, but defires and can fearce afford them 
h'u heart is not with common neceffaries, fo ig he to 

thofo of others: he indeed invites 
you to eat and drink, and all the 
while his heart is in the utmoft 
agitation, left youfeculd not refufe 
his offers. 

The morfel As if his fweetefl morfels were8 
thou halt the moft unwholefonrce food, that 
lhalt thou ihe ftomach could by no means 
dipeft, you fhall moft iincerely 
Wife you had not been prefent at 
his enterrainment; and mar all the 
compliments you beftowed upon 
him, by the reflections you {hall 
afterwards make upon his mean 
gtovellmg fpirit. 

not in Speak not in order to admonifh 9 
a fool; or inftiutt him, ia the ears of a 
defpife ftupid and incorrigible fool: for 
the wifdoin of fhy whatever excellence of wifiom 
wor ^ s * there is in your words, as rending 

them in pieces, he will throw the 
utmoft neglect and concdlapt on 
them. 


8 . 

C»7 b 

eaten, 
vomit up, and iofe 
thy fwcec words. 


9. Speak 
the ears ot 
for he \>»!1 


to. Remove not Remove not from its ufual place *9 
the old land marks; the boundary of lands which has 
and enter not into flood' there for ages; and do not - 
the fields of the fa- f c j ze t0 a pp r0 p ru te to yourfclf any ' 

1 er e part of that ground, which belongs 

to orphans. 

11. For their Re- For however unable they are to 11 
deemer is mighty; defend themfelves, their Redeemer 
he (hall plead their or Vindicator is in a’ prevailing 
caufe with thee. degiec flroiig, and his power irre- 

fiftible ; he (ball controvert the mat¬ 
ter with you their antagonift. 

A a 2 Malc e 
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Sect. 27. Make your heart come under 
the influences of difeipline, or keep 
rover s your mind conftantly open to the 
xxiu. 12. convi&ions of reafon; and your 
ears to the directions of true know- 


12. Apply thine 
heart unto inftruc- 
tion, and thine ears 
to the words of 
knowledge. 


ledge, or the di&ates of conference. 

13 Refrain not, from an exceflive 13. Withhold not 

fondnefs, to adminifter fuitable correction from the 
checks and feverities to the wilful c h*ld : ^ or if t ^ ou 
errors of ayoungperfon: when you bcatefl him th e 
fliall fmite him with the rod of due ro£ ^' not ^ e * 

corredion, he fhall not remain 

evil and foolifh, nor finally be de¬ 
livered over to an untimely death 
as a deferved punifhment. 

14 By early reflraints and chaftife- >4* Thou flialt 

ment you will prevent his childifh beat him wn ^ 
faults from becoming criminal and fhalt de¬ 
habits and expofing him to future 1S ou rom 

condemnation; fo may truly be 

faid to refeue his foul from eternal 
deftru&ion in the place of feparate 
fpirits, to which his uncurbed and 
unfubdued offences would in all 
probability precipitate him. 

15 My dear fon, if by this or any 15. My fon, if 
other expedient, your heart fhall thine heart be wife, 
be rendered fubftantially wife and heart fhall re- 
virtuous, my end is anfwered : my j°* ce > evcn m * ne - 
heart {hall be truly pleafed and 

joyful, even I myfelffully fatisfied. 

,6 Yea, my inmoft thoughts and 16. Yea, my reins 
clofeff reflections fhall be accompa- fhall rejoice, when 
nied with exultation and triumph, *hy bps ^P ea ^ r *gh: 
when your lips fhall declare the t ^‘ n S s * 
plaineff truth, the nobleft rules of 
an impartial equity. 

17 Let not your heart grow hot 17. Let not thine 
with indignation againft thofe who heart envy tinners: 
deviate from the mark of virtue but tbou in the 
and happinefs; but rather with a ^ Lord all 

becoming zeal to attain to it 1 ie on 2* 
yourfelf, and to be continually 

obfer- 
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obfervant of all God’s command- Sect. 27. 


18. For furely 
there is an end, and 
thine expectation 
fhall not be cut off. 


ig. Hear thou, 
my Ion, and be wife, 
and guide thine heart 
in the way. 


20. Benotamongft 
wine - bibbers : a- 
mongfl riotous eaters 
of ilefti. 


21. For the drunk¬ 
ard and the glutton 
{hall come to pover¬ 
ty : and drowfinefs 
ill all clothe a man 
with rags 

22. Hearken unto 
thy father that begat 
tbee, and defpife not 
thy mother when Ihe 
is old. 


23.'Buy the truth, 
and fell it not; alio 
wildom in/truClion, 
and undemanding. 


ments. ' 

For there is the folideft ground Proverbs 
of reafon to believe the exigence xxm * * 7 > 
of future a ftate; and your expefta- 1 
tion of a reward in it (hall not be 
difappointed: whereas all their hopes 
at the end of this life fhall perifh. 

Whatever others do, O my fon, 19 
do you give diligent attention and 
become truly wife; and keep your 
affeftions and refolutions in the 
direct road of virtue and piety to 
happinefs and perfection. 

Frequent not the company, of 20 
devourers of wine: be not of the 
number of gormandizers of flefh- 
meat; meerly to fatisfy their own 
enormous luft. 

For the devourer and gorman-21 
dizer fhall be ftript of all property 
or pofleffion,they inherit from their 
anceftors: and the drowfy and flug- 
gifh covered only with tattered 
garments. 

Shew all proper duty and obe 2 z 
dience to your father, whom you 
are obliged to for whatever you are 
as to happinefs and exaltation of 
condition: and when the burden 
of declining years is upon your 
mother, add not the Hill greater 
one of your contumely and infult. 

As purchafing the mod valuable 
pofieflion for (your own peculiar 23 
benefit, procure at any rate truth, 
and for ever enjoy it, never difpofe 
of, or fuffer it to be alienated from 
A a 3 you ; 


t 


r Buy, the radix fignifies to fojfefs, fo that it may properly 
be interpreted buy as a peculiar inheritance or inalienable 

poileflion. 
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Sect. 27. you : al(b religious wifdom, moral 

difciplinc, and the moft perfect 
Proverbs d.foetioa. 

xxiji. 23. The f at | ier D p m w h 0 j n the 

4 general courfe of his life obferves 
the laws ot truth, right, and good- 
nefs, as leading dances (hall in 
bodily geftures exprefs his uncom¬ 
mon joys: and he whofe inftruc- 
tions have produced the nobleft 
fruit of religious wifdom in his 
offspring, on the happy occafion 
-(hall exult in raptures. 

25 Your virtue and piety will be 
folid ground of equal cxliiiaration 
to borh vour parents; and particu¬ 
larly (he who had the care of form¬ 
ing your mind, in the fcebleft Hate 
of tender infancy, will be molt 
highly delighted. 

26 My fon, grant me in favour of 
virtue the inclinations and beft af¬ 
fections of your heart; let the eyes 
of your mind be exercifed in and 
habituated to run in my courfe, 

. or obferve my laws. 

27 Particularly, that you may be 
guarded againft lewdnefs and de¬ 
bauchery, wherein there is thegreat- 
eft danger: for following the com¬ 
pany of proftitutes is like falling 
into a deep clay-pit in which you 
keep continually finking: and of 
adulterefles whether of foreign or 
Jewijb extraction,— like a narrow 
pit or well of water, wherein you 
can fcarce avoid being fwallowed 
up and drowned. 

28 As lying in ambufh, or laying 
a fnare to rob or fnoil, after the 
manner of a hook or drag, wolfs 
falonS or lions teeth, (hecarrieth a- 
Wav fuddenly and violently; amongft 

treacr.- 


24. The father of* 
the righteous (hall 
greatly rejoice: and 
he that begetteth a 
wile child fhall have 
joy of him. 


25. Thy father 
and thy mother fhall 
be clad, and fhe that 
bare thee fhall re¬ 
joice. 


26. My fon, give 
me thine heart, and 
let thine eyes ob¬ 
ferve my ways. 


27. For an whore 
is a deep ditch; and 
a ftrange woman is 
a narrow pit. 


28. She alfo lieth 
in wait ns for a prey, 
and increafeth the 
tranfgreflbrs among 

men. 



Who hath u 
who hath ' v 
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treacherous perfidious men flic col- Sect, zj* 
le&eth a large aflembly for deftruc- 
tion. Proverbs 

Who is incident to this calami- xx '“* z8 * 

ty, or moft likely to be under the 2 9 

lurrow ? who hath influence of an unbridled luft ? 

contentions ? who Who is delighted in and moftea- 

hath babbling? who criminal indulgences? 

hath woun s wit - Who is remarkable for peevifh ob- 

out caufe? who hath ftjnate conte(ls ^ w ? 

rednefs or eyes ? , c , b 9 

J Who is ridiculous for the vagaries 

of an extravagant rattling noify 
converfation ? Who readily mixeth 
in quarrels and giveth and receiv- 
eth wounds without any juft ogca- 
fion ? Whofc eyes and whole com¬ 
plexion are inflamed and carbun- 
cled ? 

30. They that They who fpend whole nights 30 
tarry long at the in exceflive drinking of wine ; who 
wine, they that go are moft fkilful in mixing the pur- 

t j leek mixt wine. e ft wine to fuit it to the niceft pa¬ 
late. 

31. Look not Look not with a fparkling eye31 
tiion upon the wine and longing defire upon wine that 
when it i 3 red, when j s ftrong bodied and fliining red, 

it giveth his colour when it giveth its glowing radiance 
in the cup, when it j n the cup; when as walking up- 
movet it e arig t. f jght in them, it moft pleafingly 

tingles through the veins, and in- 
fpires frefh vigour and fiery heat. 

32. At the laft it For horw tempting foever it may 3 z 
Litcth like a ferpent, appear, in the end it biteth like a 

and ferpent or common fnake, infufing 
venom into the blood, which prey- 
eth upon the vitals and deftroyeth 
A a 4 the 


11 Woe % ’IK Scbultens derives from to defire earnefily, 

to have jlrong affections t to long for or lufi after t which feems 
licit to connect with the preceding verfe. 

- Sorrow, Taylor renders languijhment y as in fob xli. 2 7 . 
Languifhmcnt is turned into fprighcly motion, i. e. at his 
.ippearanre the faint and weak run away with life and fpi-* 
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Sect. 27. the man ; and pricks, fwells, and and * ftingeth like 
*■—"v—burfts afunder, like the incurable an adder. 

Proverbs wound given by the moll poifon- 
xxm. 32. ous 0 f a ]| ferpents, even the bafi- 
li/k which is faid to kill with its 
breath. 


33 Your eyes will look with lafci- 
vious defires after adulterefles j and 
your heart defign or refolve upon, 
what is plainly fubverfive of all 
truth virtue and pietv. 

34. Yea, in the vertiginous giddy 
ftate of your intoxicated head, you 
fhall be turned round, like one 
who lies in the cabin of a {hip, 
tofled by a violent ftorm in the 
midft: of the fca ; and in your con¬ 
dition of infenfibtlity or profound 
fleep, fhall be no Iefs expofed to 
danger, than he would be, who 
funk into relt above the fail-yard, 
or at the top of the mail where the 
cordage is fattened or even the 
pendants fly. 

33 My bottle companions, you 
{hall fay, by making me drunk are 
plainly conquerors, but I have re¬ 
ceived no defperate wounds; by 
loading me with wine they have 
certainly beaten and demolilhed 
me ; but 1 am fenfible of no harm : 
when I {hall have flept out my dofe 
I will rifk another engagement, 
and in order to it will enquire for 
them. 


33. Thine eyes 
{hall behold ftrange 
women, and thine 
heart fhall utter per- 
verfe things. 

34. Yea, thou 
fhalc be as he that 
lieth down in the 
midft of the fea, or 
he that lieth upon 
the top of the mail, 


35 They hav^ 
ftricken me, Jhalt 
thou Jay. and 1 was 
not fick ; they have 
beaten me, and I 
felt it not: when 
fhall I awake ? I 
will feek it yet a- 
gain. ‘ 


x Schultens renders from the drab, Shall cl avc or 

lurji the liver: but why. faith Taylor , the liver more than 
dny other part? And Bcchart by adder underftandeth the 
bafilifk. Hieroz. L. JII, C. x. P. 


CHAP. 
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C II A P. XXIV. SECT. XXVI I. 


Thoje that in the injury and ruin of others are dejlroying 
tih mjelves, no objects of envy. Various fubjlantial ad¬ 

vantages of virtue and wifdom. Innocence in danger , 
at all events to be relieved . Integrity in dijirefs not 
therefore to be fpoiled . An enemy not to be infulted 
over. Authority both divine and human to be Jubmitted 
to y and civil innovators Jhunncd. The protection of 
iniquity expofes to the publick refentment. Retaliation 
not to be praCtifed . Remarks on the effects of indolence 

and fothfulnefs. 


Chap. xxiv. 20. 


Chap. xxiv. 1. 


B E not thou en¬ 
vious againii e- 
vil men, neither de- 
firc to be with them. 


2. For their heart 
ftudieth deftiuftion, 
and their lips talk 
of mifehief. 


3. Through wif¬ 
dom is an houfe 
budded, and by un¬ 
demanding it is e- 
flablifhed. 


4. And by know¬ 
ledge fhall the cham¬ 
ber! be filled with 
precious 


B E not flruck with admiring e- Sect. 28. 

mulating views of the riches - v — 
and profperity of tyrants and op Proverbs 
preflorsj neither chenfh any long- XX1V * *• 
ing defircs to be upon a level with, 
or enjoy the like circumflances. 

For their heart is filled with the 2 
warmeft zeal to fubvert others, 
which fhall return upon them- 
felves: and their difeourfe is refo- 
lute as to labour forrow and de- 
ftru&ion for them, which fhall fall 
with the greateft violence upon 
their own guilty heads. 

Whatever they gain, hath no- 3 
thing of folid weight (lability or 
certainty in it: whereas by ob- 
ferving the law's of religious wif¬ 
dom, it h2th frequently happened, 
that fo much wealth hath been ac¬ 
quired, as hath enabled its induf- 
trious owner to build himfelf an 
agreeable habitation : and by his 
prudence he hath fettled it upon a 
firm and lafling foundation. 

And by knowledge which has 4 
produced all the happy fruits of 
virtue, the feveral apartments have 

been 
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Sect. 28 been abundantly iurniflicd with precious and plea- 
—v——■* that kind of riches which is dura- ? ant riches. 

Proverbs ble truly valuable and nobly de- 
xxiv. 4. lightful. 

5 A truly wife and folid man is 5. A wife man is 
all vigour and resolution ; yea, a ftrong, yea, a man 
man of confcience and principle °f knowledge in- 
will himfelf a£t with the greateft creafeth ftrength. 
fpirit and fteadinefs, and infpire all 
under his influence with undaunted 


courage. 

6 For with the fober advice of 
true wifdom you ihall make war 
with advantage and fuccefs : and 
a prudent refervednefs in him who 
confults, feldoin fails of faiety and 
ptofperitv, 

7 As out of his reach by being 
placed on an eminence, all kinds 
of true wifdom are above the capa¬ 
city or beyond the attainment of 
the ftupid and fenfeiefs : he {hall 
not be able to [peak with any re¬ 
putation in a court of judicature 

. or place of publick concourfe. 

8 He who adjutts the whole ac¬ 
count, or is moft ingenious in con¬ 
triving how to do evil or be wick¬ 
ed ; all the reputation that can e- 
ver juttly accrue to him from 
thence, is only that he is a matter 
of mifehivous low cunning: an 
adept in audacious vile wicked- 
nefs. 

9 The utmoft fubtlety of folly and 
. {lupidity, is fo much farther to de¬ 
viate from the grand mark of duty 
and happinefs: and the malicious 
fcomer of virtue and religion, is a 
reproach to human nature, and an 
abomination to every man. 

10 If you fhould grow remifs or a- 
liy way relaxed, in the day when 

preiling 


6. For by wife 
counfel thou {halt 
make thy war : and 
in the multitude of 
counfeliors there it 
fafety. 

7. Wifdom is too 
high for a fool : he 
openeth not his 
mouth in the gate. 


8. He thatdevif- 
eth to do evil, (hall 
be called a mifehie- 
vous perfon. 


q. The thought 
of foolifhnefs is fin : 
and the icorner is an 
abomination to men. 


to. If thou faint 
in the day of adver¬ 
sity. 
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fity, thy flrcngth is preifing evil or hard adverfity is Sect. 28. 
i mall. upon ypu j that adverlity itfleif will * 

as it were new brace your nerves; Proverbs 
and the neceility of- affairs collect xxlv * 
and ftrengthen you,' 

11 and 1 a. Iftkou Religion, juftice, and even the 11 and 12 
foibiar to deliver publiek fafety, require you inftant- 
• <vi/lat are drawn jy to refeue thofe who are inno- 
umodcath, and tLofe c ^nt]y condemned, and/.in a juft 
that ready to be capfe upon the point of being hur- 

J 1 * 1 ! 0 '} 1 ou ’ ried to a ..yiolent death : neither 
behold, we knew TJ , , . a . 

it not: doth not he wc \ uld : ,h ® -heavieft vengeance be 
that pondereth the undeferved, if you, refrained or fo 
h-art coniider it ? much ^delayed a moment to do 
nud he that keepeth it: and as.to any idle frivolous pre- 
thy foul, doth not fences afterwards, or your faying, 
he know it? and behold I we did not know this; 

/hall not he render* doth not he that in equal balances 
10every man accord- weighs the heart, doth not he 
ing to his works ? judge accurately? and, he who 

ftri£Uy obferves your foul, doth 
not he clearly difeern ? and will 
he not make repayment to man 
fuitably ? 

i' v My ion, eat My fun, you have no natural 13 
thou honey, becauie appetite planted with the defign 
it is good ; and the that it fhould be ftarved, nor in- 
hony-comb, nvhico noccn t pleafure that you are de- 
ts iweet to thy tafle. harred : eat honey becaufc it is ac- • 

ceptable, and the pureft droppings 
from ihe honey-comb, which you 
experience to be delicioufly fweet 
to your palate : only be temperate 
and no law is offended; 


ion, eat 


14. So’Jhall the For the momentary gratifica-14 
knowledge of wif- tion of your bodies, you indulge 
|dom he unto thy them thefe repafts; in like man- 
foul : when thou ner think, that pleafure is annexed 
hail found it: then t 0 religious wifdom, for your no- 
ilure (lull be a rc- bier minds, if you /lull attain to 
u , an t »y ex- . t j ia fc there is the folidity or 
n0C certainty of a future ftate; and 
that your ftroflgeft hopes of the 

higheft 


potation 
La cu; off. 




15. Lay not waif, 
O wicked man y a- 
gainft the dwelling 
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Sect. 28. higbeft happinefs in a life to come, 
ftiall not be difappointed. 

Lay not fnares, or form not evil 
defigns, O injurious wicked man, 
againft the fettled peaceable habi- 
ration of the juft and good ; lay 0 \ e rl ? . te °*i s . ’ ^ 
not wafte the place where he daily *J 01 n0t 1Sr 
lies down for reft and fleep. ^ aCe ‘ 

16 Neither is their ground of fuc- >6. For a juft man 
ccfs in doing it from any prefent f a beth (even times, 

calamities he may labour under: rifeth up • 

r w „ . 1. n I. 1 but the wicked mail 

ior a truly virtuous man ihall be r .. . . e 

, r , / . r 11 • r fall into mifchier. 

obferved frequently to fall into af- 

fltftion and adverfity, and as fre¬ 
quently rife again to comfortable 
eafy circumftances : but the un¬ 
godly and impenitent ftiall fink 
down into the greateft mifery, and 
Ihall ftick faft or remain for ever 
there. 

17 When misfortunes or diftreffes 17. Rejoice not 

happen to him, that has adled the when thine enemy 
part of an inveterate enemy, do f a U eC h, and let not 

not you rejoice; and when he l *” ne be glad 

meets with feme difafter trouble or when he ftulnbletb - 
ruin, let not your heart exult up¬ 
on the fad occafion. 

18 Left if you do cruelly triumph, 
the great and good God, who af 


18. LefttheLoRD 
fee it and it difpleafe 

flitfts not any of his offspring wil- ^im, be turn a- 
lingly, fhould obftrve ; and it wrat rom 

highly difpleafe him ; and he con- im ' 
vert the violence of his anger, from 
continuing upon him, unto your- 
felf. 

19 Suffer not vourfelf to be warm- * 9 * ^ret not 
ed with refentment, or rage with f" e ^ becaufe of evil 
indignation againft the ill-natured ww, neither be thou 
malignant and mifehievous ; nei- envious at the wic 

ther be you inflamed with a vio¬ 
lent affection of jealoufy at their 
fliaring the honours or enjoyments 

of 


§ Spot 1 not t &c. fome render, invade not his bed, make 
not his bed your prey , i. e. debauch not his wife. 
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20. For there 
ihall he no reward 
to the evil man, the 
candle of the wick¬ 
ed lhall be put out. 


at. My fon, fear 
thou the Lord, and 
the king : and med¬ 
dle not with them 
that are given to 
change. 


22. For their ca¬ 
lamity fhall rife 
fuddenly, and who 
l^novveth the ruin of 
them both. 


23. Thefe things 
alfo belong to the 
wife. It is not good 
to have refpeft of 
perfons in judgment. 


24. He that faith 
unto the wicked, 
thou art righteous; 
Jiiiii lhall the peo- 

pie 


of this world, who make no dif- Sect. zff. 
ference betwixt right and wrong, v— 

For there fhall not be an after- Proverb* 
ftate of any advantage to the hate- xxiv< ! 9* 
ful and malicious ; as a candle 20 
being extinguifhed grows black 
and dark, ail the profperity of the 
wicked and incorrigible (hall end 
in gloominefs obfeurity and mifery. 

My fon, pay due reverence toil 
the moft high God, and to your 
earthly governor, being his vice¬ 
gerent : and mix not yourfelf with 
the fadfious and unfteady, who 
are never long content with any 
adminiftration ; but always con¬ 
triving innovations, or promoting 
revolutions. 

For the terrible refentment ofza 
injured majefty, like the heavieft 
calamity, fhall fuddenly arife to 
crufh and ruin them: and who 
can form adequate ideas of that 
fatal ftroke, which muft inftantly 
difTulve all their force, when both 
Almighty God and the greateft of 
men are offended. 

Wife men will moreover efteem23 
it an effential branch of their cha¬ 
racter to attend to the following 
anflru&ions. It is not reafonable 
or fitting in courts of judicature, 
where equity only ought to be re¬ 
garded, .to diftinguifh with favour 
the faces or the perfons of men : 
and fhew more regard to acci¬ 
dental circumftances than the me¬ 
rits of cafes. 

In this manner of procedure, he^ 
that declarcth publickly unto the 
unjuft, You are righteous ; or I 
pronounce fentence as if you were; 
him fhall the people mark with 

peculiar 
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Sect. z8. peculiar difhonour or ignominy; pie? curfe, nations 
whole nations (hall confider him (hall z abhor him. 
Proverbs as tfo e object of their warmeft re- 
xxiv. 24. fentment, and in bitter language 
exprcfs their highcft dcteftation. 

25 Bat to thofe equal and impartial 25. But to them 
magiftrates who clear the innocent, that rebuke him fhall 
convi£t the' guilty, and make the be delight, and a 
wicked Jcrifible of their faults by good bleffing (hall 
fufferings; they (hall raife accla- come upon them, 
mations expreflive of the greatell 
pleafure : or (hall wifh to them 
the longeft life with all inftanccs 
of honour happinefs and profperi- 


ty. 

26 All will fubmit to, and as if his 
lips were defended with invincible 
armour, his dip ourfe (hall prevail, 
who anfwers in terms that are 
flridtly conformable to the rules of 
truth and equity. 

27 With an inviolable integrity, 
ufe prudence, method, and an or¬ 
derly difpofition in all your affairs : 
as in building an houfe, you provide 
fuitable materials for the work a- 
broad ; conftrudt them in the man¬ 
ner that is mod convenient for you 
in the open field, and afterwards 
join the whole into a proper form 
or raife the ftrudlure. 


26. Every man 
fhall kifs his lips 
that giveth a right 
anfwer. 


27. Prepare thy 
work without, and 
make it fit for thy 
felf in the field ; 
and afterwards build 
thine houfe. 


28 Do not appear an evidence a- 28. Be not a wit- 
gainft your neighbour, unadvifed- nefs againft thy 
ly and in contradi&ion to truth neighbour without a 
and juftice ; for why fhould you cnu ^ e } an ^ deceive 
open wide your lips in the lan- 1:ot ^ 1 ^ )S * 

guage 


y Curfe, the radix (ignifies to pierce or fir:he through, as 
with an hammer. 

* Abhor Schultens affirms from the Arahick , that the 
original force of this word is to foam at the mouth, favoured 
by Jfa. xxx. 27. Hence to be in great verath, VO Jh eve fu¬ 
rious anger, and fierce infolence . Hof. vii. 16. 
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perju-SECT 


2 Q. Say not, I 
will do to io bim as 
he hath done to me: 
1 u :il render to the 
man according to 
his work. 

30 and 31 I went 
by the field of the 
Jlothful, and by the 
vineyard of the man 
void of undemand¬ 
ing : And lo, it was 
all grown over with 
thorns, and nettles 
had coveted the face 
thereof, and the 
done wall thereof 
was broken down. 


32. Then T fa tv, 
and confidered it 
well: I looked up¬ 
on it, and received 
inftniflion. 


33. Vet a little 
/lccp, a little Hum¬ 
ber, a little folding 
of the hands to fleep: 


t 


Whatever wfpngsyou may have Proverbs 
received, meditate no revenge ; xx i v ’ 28, 
nor fay, as he hath done to me fo 2 9 
will I do to him \ I will repay it 
to every man according to his 
work. 

To reprefent the pernici-30 and 31 
ous effects of lloth and negli¬ 
gence, I thall relate to you a re¬ 
cent fadl that has come within my 
own observation: I lately paHed 
by the ground of one of this defpi- 
cable character, even a moft flow- 
paced heavy man ; and near the 
vineyard of a man deftitute of all 
fpirit and activity : and behold ! 
all the produce was weeds, thir¬ 
ties or nettles : like an uncultivat¬ 
ed defert it was covered all over 
with thorny thrubs: and the (tone 
wall which was made to furround 
the vineyard, being in ruins ex- 
pofed it both to man and beaft. 

By attending to thefe obje£b, I32 
truly admitted frefli light into my 
mind, I fee my heart and thoughts 
to the due conlideration of them : 

I faw indeed with deep reflection: 
and received fufficient difeipline to 
reform any one who was guilty in 
th is refpedt, and roufe them to im¬ 
mediate a£tion. 

Thei'e are the refult of fupine33 
negligence, and even when affairs 
are in this wretched fltuation, it is 
ftil! his flothful language,—Let 
me fleep a little longer—at Icaft 
dofe for a thort while—a few mo¬ 
ments place my hands in the pro¬ 
per eafy pofture for lying down 
and retting. 


If 
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Sect. 28 . If I be like you, owing to this, 34 So fhaJl thy 
- 1 " with the largeft ftrides as the pre- poverty come, as 
Proverbs c ipitate traveller or free* booter, one that traVelleth ; 

^ 34- fball your moft defpieable poverty and want *» “ 

, , , A armed man. 

come upon me : and your utmolt 

neceflity be my lot, like a man of 

the fhield, or foldier in full march. 


CHAP. XXV. SECT. XXIX 

Glory of God that his fecrets or myjleries are unfear eha- 
hie i penetration that of kings . Courts to be freed 

from the corrupt and wicked , that thrones may be efea - 
blifhcd in juflice . Caution againji ambition y over-for - 

wardnefs and litigious debates. ' Remarks on the pro¬ 
priety and diferetion of admonition . Fidelity in embaj - 
fees. Ofeentation of promifes that will never be per - 
formed. Patience. Temperance. Ufe of friends. 
Mifplaced confidence. Unfeafonable mirth. Succour 
to enemies. Tale-bearers. Vanity . Ungoverned paffion. 


Chap. xxv. i. 


Chap. xxv. i. 


Sect. 29. 



Proverbs 

XXV. I. 


2 


T H E following are likewife 
Solomon s fententious fpeecli¬ 
es of fuperior commanding excel¬ 
lence, which the men of Hezeki- 
ah King of Judah's age and court 
produced out of obfeuiity, in or¬ 
der to perpetuate. 

It is the glory of God in the 
depth and infrutability of his coun- 
fels to hide the purpofe of his pro¬ 
vidence : but the honour of kings 
to examine with accuracy, and 
make a clear and full difeovery of 
fome intricate defign or profound 
fecret. 


T hese ^ 

alfo proverbs 
of Solomon, which 
the men of Hezeki- 
ah king of Judah 1 
copied out. 


2. It is the glory 
of God to conceal 
a thing: but .the ho¬ 
nour of kings is to 
fearch out a matter. 


The 

a Copied out, the radix fignifies to make to grow old with¬ 
out decay , to perpetuate. To make to pafs from an old ftate 
0 a new. This chapter begins the third part of Proverbs., 
a ccording to the Je-wifh divilion. 
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3. The heaven 
lor height, and the 
earth for depth, and 
the heart of kings is 
untcarchable. 


4 and $. Take a- 
W3 y the drofs from 
the filver, and there 
/hall come forth a 
vellel for the finer. 
Take away the 
wicked from before 
th- king, and his 
rhror.e lhail be efta- 
blilhed inrighteouf- 
ncls. 


6. Pur not forth 
thy felf in the pre- 
iVnce of the king, 
and lland not in the 
place of great men. 


7. For better it 
/> that it be faid un¬ 
to thee. Come up 
hither; than that 
thou fhouldeft be 
put lower in the 
pre fence of the 
I nnce whom thine 
■j cs have feen. 

S Co not forth 
li.iihly to drive, left 
Vol. IV. thou 


The heaven as to tt9 elevated Sect. 29* 
fituation, and the earth as to it9 J 

moft deep one, and the political Proverbs 
fchames of monarchs, are not an- xxv * 3 * 
xioufly to be fearched after; nor 
do they admit of the common peo¬ 
ple’s making a con^pleat and exaft 
computation concerning them/ 

Boil or feeth and caft out the 4 an< ^ 5 
drofs from the filver, and there 
will iflue forth a fluid pure metal 
for the founder to caft into a 
mould, or forge by the hammer 
fo as to form a proper ufeful veflel: 

In like manner, with a becoming 
generous ardour bring publick dif- 
grace on, or throw out an ungodly 
corrupt minifter from the prefence 
and council of the fovereign, and 
his throne (hall ftand firm and un- 
fhaken upon the immovable foun¬ 
dation of truth and right ; fhine 
forth in all the fplendogr, of equity 
and mercy. 

Make not your felf beyond your 6 
degree great, or do not with un¬ 
warrantable ambition afpire after 
the higheft place in the piefence of 
earthly majefty ; and arrogate not 
to your felf the fituation or autho¬ 
rity which properly belongs to pri- 
vy-counfellors or nobles. 

For it is more agreeable and re- 7 
putable, that it be faid to you go 
up to this place which is higher, 
or nearer your prince; than that 
you fhould be put into a lower fta- 
tion before the illuftrious perfon- 
age, and that your own eyes fhould 
fee what muft be extremely pain¬ 
ful to them. 

Rufh not unadvifedly^ upon tri- 8 
fling occafions, into litigious de- 

B b bates 



the 

ibou know not what 
to do in the end 
thereof, when thy 
neighbour hath put 
thee to fhame. 

9. Debate thy 
caufe with thy neigh¬ 
bour himfelf ; and 
difeover not a fecret 
to another: 


10. Left he that 
heareth it, put thee 
to Ihame, and thine 
infamy turn not a- 
way. 
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Sect. 29. bites, left at the final iffue you be 
in the utmoft perplexity what to 
Proverbs <Jo, ^ t0 g x tricate your felf; 
xxv. 8. when your antagonift hath worft- 
ed confounded and ruined you. 

9 If you have a controverfy with 
your neighbour, it is moft prudent 
to ufe pacifkk meafures; calmly 
reafon the matter with him alone; 
and not publifh to the world where¬ 
in he hath fecretly offended, or 
the moft obnoxious paffages of his 
private chara&er. 

10 Left hearing of the liberties you 
have taken, full of refentment he 
fet himfelf to exaggerate your 
faults; fcandalize or render you 
odious: and as too many are fond 
of cenfure, his calumnies flick and 
you never be able to retrieve your 
reputation. 

* 1 There is a peculiar beauty and 
energy given to words, in their 
being on the wheel, and all proper 
circumftances of time place and 
perfon, with the fituation of af¬ 
fairs or courfe of convention per¬ 
fectly fuited by them: their appo- 
fitenefs may properly be compared 
to golden apples in filver engrav¬ 
ings, or oranges in a flowered fil¬ 
ver bafket. 

A golden ear-ring, and a jewel 
polifhed into the moft beautiful 
fhining form and fet in the fineft 
gold, are not more ornamental to 
the perfon 9 , than wife and kind 
admonitions are beneficial to the 
minds, of thofe who are open to 
hear and difpofed duly to regard 
them. 

As 

Put thee to Jhame , Schulte ns renders from the Arabia, 
tie turgidus erumpat in te. 


11. A word fitly 
fpoken is like apples 
of gold in pictures 
of filver. 


12 


12. As an ear- 
ring of gold, and 
an ornament of fine 
gold, fo is a wife re¬ 
prover upon an ©- 
bedient ear. 



14. Whofo boafl- 
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13. As the cold As the cool refrefhmcnt oFSect. 29. 
•f fnow in the time fnow in the fulty heat of the har- 1 —V— ^ 
of harveft, fr is * yeft fcafon, the like is a fteady Proverbs 
faithful nieflenger to faithful meflenger or ambaflador XXT * 1 
them that fend him: t0 tlwfe who gave him his com- 
lo r hc refre(h e tht h c MMon and inftrU aions: and the 

,oul of h,s raaftew - intelligence he brings will equally 

revive and cheer the fpirits of his 
dire&ors or governors. 

Whoever figures and efleemsi 4 
eth himfelf of a falfe himfelf confiderable on account of 
gift, is like clouds fair profeflions and empty promff- 
and wind without es; in his dependance may pro* 
riul perly be reprefented by the flitting 

cloud or lighted wind ; they raife 
expectations, but difappoint them 
and produce no rain. 

15. By long for- Patience and meeknefs, mild -*5 
bearance is a prince nefs and gentlenefs, infenfibly gain 
perfuaded, and a upon or relax the feverity of the 

the boi^ Ue m °^ au ^ ere an ^ magiftratc 

1 arbiter or decider: and the tongue, 

whatever rough or violent ufage it 

receives, which is foft and fmooth, 

as breaking the ftrongeft bone, in 

time molifies the hardeft and molt 

obftinate temper. 

The greateft advantages or 

fignal unexpected fuccefles ftand 


16. 

found 


Haft thou 
honey ? eat 


fo much as is fuffi- mo ft j n nce <j 0 f moderation to eh- 
cicnt for thee, left 

thou be filled there¬ 


with, and vomit it. 


joy and improve them : as of ho¬ 
ney that you accidentally meet 
with, you are only to cat fo much 
as is fuflicient to fati'fy the natural 
fober appetite ; left exceeding due 
bounds, fatiety and vomition en- 
fue. 

Make your vifits precious and 17 
foot from thy neigh- rare to your neighbour’s houfe, left 
bour 5 houfe ; left he h e have more than enough of your 

L weary o thee, com p an y an d fo grow indifferent 

and jq hate thee. . & 

y and cold to you. 


17. Withdraw thy 
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As 



xxv. 18. 
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Sect. 29. As a maul which dalheth in 
r J pieces, a fword that ftabbeth, and a 
(harp-pointed arrow which wound- 
eth deep, fo is a man who anfwer- 
eth his neighbour’s true and juft 
allegation or declaration, with 
falfe evidence that in the eye of 
the law invalidates it. 

19 Confidence placed in an incon- 
ftant prevaricating faithlefs man, 
who difappoints and affords no 
refuge or protection in calamitous 
adverfe feafons; is like a decayed 
fhaken or fome way ufelefs tooth ; 
and a foot drained or ankle diflo- 
cated, which difables from walk¬ 
ing with eafe and ftrength. 

20 He plainly alts an abfurd pre- 
pofterous part, who in the coldeft 
feafon, adorns a perfon with the 
moft coftly filks or fplendid attire 
that ferve only for pomp and (hew ; 
who pours vinegar upon a violent 
bruife, or frefh and trembling 
wound ; and he who fingeth fongs 
to an afBiCted forrowful heart. 

21 From the dilates of common 
humanity wherever there is an ex¬ 
treme neceflify, you ought to fur- 
ni(h immediate fupplies ; even if 
he that hateth you be ftarving of 
hunger, to give him bread for his 
fupport: and if he be parched and 
hoarfe with exceflive third, refrefh 
him with water. 


the 

18. A man thx 
beareth falfe witnefs 
againll his neigh¬ 
bour, is a maul, and 
a fword, and a iharp 
arrow. 


19. Confidence in 
an unfaithful man in 
tikne of trouble, is 
like a broken tooth, 
and a foot out of 
joint. 


20. j 4 s he that 
taketh away a gar¬ 
ment in cold wea¬ 
ther ; and as vinegar 
upon nitre : fo is he 
that fingeth fongs to 
an heavy heart. 


21. If thine ene¬ 
my be hungry, give 
him bread to eat: 
if he be thirfty give 
him water to drink. 


22 For hereby you will do your 22. Forthou fhalt 
duty ; and in thefe flaming coals ^ ca P coa h °C ^ re 
of the pureft and moft fervent (hi- u P on head, and 

ning charity, with the whole chain , ,^? RD rc ~ 

of virtues which belong to it, heap- war c ee ‘ 
ed together upon his head, or ri- 
fing greatly abave^ you will moft 
glorioufly triumph over him : ae¬ 
thers 
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2 3 The north- 
wind dnveth away 
rain : fo doth an an¬ 
gry countenance a 
c backbiting tongue. 


24. It is better to 
dwell in a corner of 
the houfe-top, than 
with a brawling wo¬ 
man and in a wide 
houfe. 

2j. As cold wa¬ 
ter to a thirlly foul; 
fo is good news from, 
a far country. 


26. A righteous 
man falling down 
before the wicked, 
ts tf/atroubfed foun¬ 
tain, and a corrupt 
fpring. 


27. It is not good 
cat much d ho¬ 
ney : 


of Proverbs. 373 

thers by this light of love will be Sect. i\ 
excited to follow your example, 
and a moft bountiful God will a- Proverbs 
bundantly recompence you. xxv * 22% 

The north-wind is obferved to 23 
collect the clouds and bring forth 
rain j as naturally do the blufter- 
ing airs or daring frowns of an 
angry man provoke people to give 
a loofe to their tongues, when 
they are out of his fight and hear* 
ing. 

It is preferable to refide alone *4 
upon a corner of the roof of a 
houfe, rather than with a noify 
clamorous woman within an houfe 
frequented by the beft of company. 

As reviving as cold water is to Z S 
a perfon that faints or fwoons 
through fatigue or want of refrefh- 
ment: the fame wonderful virtue 
of giving frefh life and vigour hath 
good news from a far country. 

A man, in the general courfe 26 
of his life acting conformably to 
the rules of virtue and integrity, 
who is forcibly thrown out of au¬ 
thority by the prevailing power of 
^he corrupt and wicked, is like 
water fouled by trampling in it, 
and a fpring that is marred or 
made good for nothing. 

To eat over much honey is not 27 
wholefome, nor fitting to have too 
B b 3 great 


« Backbiting , the fenfe of the words feems given in the 
paraphrafe : though fome interpret as is commonly meant 
by a backbiting or feent private tongue f which fecretly blaft- 
cth his neighbour's reputation : and which is matter of real 
concern, that it is not more difeouraged. 

d Does not honey in this and the 16th verfe feem to de¬ 
note court favours, and that an excefs of them is almoll al¬ 
ways followed with the loweft difgrace, often a fcafFold ? 
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Sect, z 9. great a degree of the fweets oflife: ney : fo for men to 
ahd he who accurately* fearches in Search their own 
Proverbs order to be fully acquainted with, E^ or y> is not glory, 
xxv. 27. t h e w h 0 | e W eight of thofe fweets, 
will find that it is extreme heavy 
and intolerably oppreffive. 

He who hath his fpirit temper 2 3 . He that bath 
28 or paHions under no reftraint of no rule over bis own 
virtue or reafon, is equally expofed fpirit, is like a city 
to errors and dangers, as a city is ^ at ,J broken down, 
to enemies and invaders, which anc * w ^hout walls, 
lies in ruins and has not one whole 
wall fending. 


CHAP. XXVI. SECT. XXX. 

Various flmiles , to reprefent the indecorum of conferring 
dignities upon the foolijh and flupid. Security , not- 
•withflanding rajh cenfures or execrations . Difcipline 
of the unadvifed and filly. Anfwers proper for them. 
Afcffagis they carry . IVtfe fentences in their manner 
of exprejflon . More hope concerning them than the [elf 
conceited . The Jluggard . The meddling hufy mans 

mixing in quarrels . Fraud no proper fubjeft for jcfl¬ 
ing. Exulcerated rancorous minds the caufes of ft rife. 
Diffembling fly hypocrites flrittly to be guarded againfl j 
and [owe t ime feverely to be punijhed . 


Chap. xxvi. 1. 

Sect. 30. A S fnow is unfeafonable and 


XJk prejudicial to the fruits of the 
Proverbs earth in fummer ; and as heavy 
xxvi. 1. fhowers to the corn in harveft ; fo 
unfuitable and baleful are publick. 
honours or civil authority in the 
hands of the effeminate heavy and 
ftupid. 

2 Effetts regularly proceed from 
caufes which are adequate to them; 

neither 


Chap. xxvi. 1. 

A S fnow in fum- 
mer, and as 
rain in harveft ; fo 
honour is not feem- 
ly for a fool. 


2. As the e bird 
by wandring, as the 
iw allow 


« Some underftand this as a line banter upon the ancient 

fuperftitious prognostications, auguries, or divination by the 

flight 
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fwallow by flying: 
(o the curfe caule- 
ieffi ihall not come. 


3. A whip for 
the horfe, a bridle 
for the afs, and a 
rod for the fool’s 
back. 


4. f Anfwer not 
a fool according to 
his folly, left thou 
alfo be like unto 
him. 


5. Anfwer a fool 
according to his fol¬ 
ly, left he be wife 
in his own conceit. 


neither are unfavourable omens to Sect. 50* 
be drawn, or fatal events to be w— 
expected from the abfurd rafh and Proves 
light curfea a foolifh wicked man XXV1, 2 * 
utters : any more than from the 
wandering flight of the fparrow, 
or the fwallow’s reeling motion or 
quickeft turns. 

Corre<ftion and reftraint are ne- 3 
ceflary for rendering the horfe and' 
afs ufeful and beneficial, which are 
deftitute of reafon; and in like 
manner is proper difcipline for the 
back of the dull fpiritlefs and in¬ 
active, who would other wife make 
no improvement of his capacities. 

Speak not, as going in the fame 4 
furrow with, correfpondently to a 
fenfelefs foolifh man, being unad<- 
vifed rafh and under the influence 
of a corrupt judgment; left perhaps 
even you your felf hereby rifk your 
reputation for wifdom, and be 
ranked upon a level with him. 

Treat a fool in a manner that is 5 
perfectly fuitable to his ftupidity 
and inconfideratenefs; that pro* 
perly expofes them and manifefts 
$our own fuperior wifdom, left he 
grow opinionative and felf-con- 

fib 4 ceited. 


flight of birds. Bochart by bird underftands the fparroew, 
and by /wallow the ring-dove or turtle . Vid. Hi (rose. P. II. 
Lib. i. C. 8. 

f Dr Kennicot obferves, that there is a different reading 
which removes the feeming contradiction in the text, pre- 
ferved by the Syriack verfion, as follows— 

Anfwer not a fool according to hitfolly , left thou alfo be like 

him. 

Anfwer a fool according to THINE OWN wisdom, left he 
be wife in his own conceit. 

With which the printed Chald. Paraph, whofe ancient 
Hebrew copy had the fame reading concurs. Hi ft. Htjf* 
7 txty p. 362. 
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Sect. 30. ceited, prefumptuous and imperti- 
" nent beyond all bearing. 

Proverbs The ca f es are clearly parallel, 

XXV1 ' * neither is there any thing more ab- 
furd injurious and pernicious, in a 
man’s cutting off both his feet* or 
fwallowing down fuch a poifonous 
draught or griping potion, as will 
give him the utmoft torture, tharr 
in his fending a meffage by the 
hand, or committing bufinefs of 
confequence to the management 
of an unthinking heavy perfon, 

7 As the legs are awkwardly raifed 
up by a lame man, fo unnatural 
and extravagant does a fentence of 
the greateft weight and authority, 
appear expreiled by the dull and 
thoughtlefs, 

8 As he who wrappeth up a pre¬ 
cious ftone or jewel, to throw into 
a heap of common pebbles, raifed 
over the body of a malefactor who 
was floned to death; fuch a part 
does he aCt who aferibeth honour 


6. He that fend- 
eth a meffage by the 
hand of a fool, cut- 
teth off the feet, and 
drinketh damage. 


7. The legs of 
the lame are not i 
equal: fo is a para¬ 
ble in the mouth of 


fools. 



8. As 

he 

that 

bindeth a 

Hone 

in a 

fling : fo 

is he 

that 

giveth honour 

to a 

fool. 




to a fenfelefs vicious fool, who is 
mofl richly defervingof anuniverfal 
odium. 

9 As a thorn or goad in the hand 
of an intoxicated man, or as a 
fword in that of a mad one, it is 
lifted up with fury to deal about 
blows and wounds; fo is fenten- 
ftious important truth under the 
direction and management of the 
perverted and infatuated* mankind 
are thereby greatly perplexed and 
bewildered. 

The 


9. As a thorn go- 
eth up into the hand 
of a drunkard, fo 
is a parable in the 
mouth of fools. 


* f.qualy Sebultens interprets afk or draw like buckets in 
gi well; one going up the other down, to exprefs a kind of 
flying motion, now up, now down, firft a long ftep then a 
fhou one jn the lame. 
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*o $ The great 
Goii that formed all 
things, both reward¬ 
ed the fool, and re- 
v. ar Jcth tranfgref- 
lyrs. 


11. As a dog re- 
turneth to his vo¬ 
mit ; fo a fool re- 
torncth to his folly* 


iz. Seeft thou a 
man wife in his own 
conceit ? there is 
more hope of a fool 
than of hijn. 


13. The flothful 
man faith, There is 
a lion in the way, a 
lion is in the ftreets. 


14. As the door 
turneth upon its hin¬ 
ges, fo doth thefloth- 
ful upon his bed. 


1$. The flothful 
hideth his hand in 

his 


of Proverbs. 3 77 

The furious archer is one who Sect. 30. 
fpares no body, but levels profanes 
or hurries ail things into confufion froverbs 
and deftrudtion ; and avails him-* XV1, IO * 
felf of or inlifts under him, the 
foolifh and heavy ; and even hires 
thofe who exceed all bounds in 
profligate wickednefs. 

As that animal which we haven 
in the utmoft abomination, in its 
fouleft impurity returns to his vo¬ 
mit ; with equal offence to all the 
laws of decency, does the blockifh 
fool repeat his ftupidity and moft 
reproachful folly. 

Your observation has doubtlefst* 
prefented you with one inftance at 
leaft, of a man highly conceited of 
or greatly puffed up with the opi¬ 
nion of his own wifdom! I muft 
remark upon fuch a one, that there 
is ftronger ground of rtafon to ex- 
pe£t the muddy-headed him felf, 
provided he be deftitute of vanity 
and arrogance, fome time to grow 
wife, than that he fhould ever do 
it. 

The idle and flothful fhelters >3 
himfelf from the calls of induftry 
under the moft extravagant pre¬ 
texts—declaring, that there is a 
moft fierce black lion in the way, 
a tearing devouring lion is in the 
ftreets. 

The door turneth upon its hin- *4 
ges, but moveth not out of its 
ufuai place: and the fluggard in 
like manner changes poftures in, 
but will not be roufed to ftir from 
or arife out of his bed. 

To fuch a degree of inert lazi-i$ 
nefs is he arrived, as to hide his 
hand in the di(h which contains 

his 


$ ViJ. Sihti/tp in Loc* 
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Sect. 30. his meat; and to efteem it the his h bofom,it grie* 
greateft fatigue to return it to his ve *h him to bring it 
Proverbs mouth: or it Teems a moft intole- to his mouth, 

acxvi. 15. rable irkfome labour to feed him- 
feif. 


16 


*7 


18 and 19 


The inactive drone hath, more¬ 
over, his own wifdom in higher 
eftimation, than that of numbers, 
who can give rational anfwers, or 
do form exa£t judgments of things. 

He who in pafling by people at 
variance angrily mixes with them, 
or from being only a fpe£tator of 
wrangling debates, wherein he is 
not particularly concerned, be¬ 
comes a moft wrathful partifan; 
a£ts in as unadvifed a manner, as 
he does who by pulling a dog's 
ears, provokes him, all in his 


16. The Haggard 
is wifer in his own 
conceit, than Teven 
men that can render 
a reafon. 

17. HethatpafT- 
eth by,arr^meddleth 
with ftrife belonging 
not to him, is like 
one that taketh a 
dog by the e^rs. 


power, to bite him. 

As a real mad-man, or a fport- 18 and 19. As a 

ive mimick that reprefents one of 1 ma d man who 

thofe Tons of outrage, who inftead ca ^ et ^ firebrands, 

arrows, and death: 

So is the man that 

deceiveth his neigh- 

bour, and faith, Am 
pons, brandilhes lighted torches, jj 0t j pp 0rt> 

ihooteth (harp-pointed arrows, and 

what occafions death: the fame 


of diverting the fpe£tators by giv¬ 
ing them fudden but inoffenfive 
Haps, throweth deftru&ive wea- 


inconfiderate noxious part does he 
a£f, who urgeth his friend to com¬ 
mit frauds; and afterwards de¬ 
clares, I intended no harm, I 
thought of no fraud; I confefs 
matters have happened moft per- 
verfely, but they were the fartheft 
from any defigns of mine. 

20 When the combuftibles, wood 20. Where no 
or ftalks of flax are deficient or wood is, there the 

wholly ^ re 


* Bofom , nnby fignifies a dsjb to flew meat, or to ferve 
it up in: To called, perhaps, becaufe it advanced, or was 
handed from one to another. 

* Vide $cbu/(, in Lot. 



2i, As coals an 
to burning coals, 
anti wood to fire; 
fo is a contentious 
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fire gocth out: fo wholly fpent, the fire is extin- Sect. 30. 
where there it no guilhed : and when there is no 
tale bearer, theftrife perlon whofe mind is exulcerated Proverbs 
ccalcth. with difeontent envy or malevo- xxv ^ 20, 

Jence, and who uttereth himfelf in 
words fuitable to fuch bad difpofi- 
tions ; difeords and animofities, 
after all their violent toflings and 
difturbing of the. world, will be 
{fill or quiet. 

Truly as frefti coals readily kindle 21 
from and add to the heat of burn¬ 
ing ones: and wood to that of' 

fire: the fame it is with a conten- 
inan to kindle llrife. t ; ous man as t0 inflaming people’s 

paflions, or keeping up the zeal 
and turbulency of their oppofitions 
and parties. 

22. The words Such enemies are mankind to 22 
of a tale-bearer are their own tranquillity and facial 

as wounds; and they happinefs, that the invidious re- 
go down into the p 0r t s 0 f a malignant rancorous per- 
lnnermoK parts o fan, are as pleafant meats or drinks; 

1 ie c which are greedily fwallowed, and 

allowed to make deep and Jafting 
impreflions in the inmoft recefles 
of their hearts. 

23. k Burning lips Warm expreflions of friendfhip, 23 
and a wicked heart, and an infincere evil and corrupt 
are like a potlherd heart, are like an ufelefs potfherd o- 
covered with filver V erlayed or gilded with filver drofs. 

r °'' He that hat To P revent bein g detefted, he H 
eih, diflemblech with that hateth commonly perfonateth 
h,slips, and layeth another in his difeourfe, and tranf- 
up deceit within fo 1- *™ himfelf into the appearance 
him. of a moll cordial friend ; keeping 

the occafion of his fraud within, 
or cherifhing at the fame time in 
his breaft an obftinate averfion. 

When 


k Burning, commonly to burn , purfue, perfecute with 
ui\ inflamed malicious hatred : but the fcope of the place 
fetms plainly to require that it be ufed here in a good 

fen ft*. 
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Sect. 30. When he maketh his voice gra- 
v-> r - ■> cious, and expreflive of the ten- 
Proverbs dereft affedtion, do not believe and 
xjtvi. 25. confide in him as one who is true 
and faithful: for there is the per¬ 
fection of abomination, or the 
mod entire ill-will deteftation and 
hypocrify in his heart. 

26 He whofe hatred is covered with 
fuch pompous deceit and flattering 
acclamations as lead into pernicious 
error, his horrid malignity {hall 
he expofed and duly punifhed be¬ 
fore the great congregation. 

*7 It is only equity, and the event 
may fooner or later be depended 
on, that he who diggeth a pit in 
order to deftroy another, fhall fall 
thereinto himfelf: and he who rol- 
leth up a (lone with defign that it 
may rufh down on another, (hall 
find that it will return upon and 
crufh himfelf. 

28 The time will come when the 
difguifed falfe tongue fhall abomi¬ 
nate its fmoothed flatteries : and 
the flippery oily lips (hall hurry 
their owner to a mod dreadful 
downfal and compleat ruin. 


the 

25. When he 
fpeaketh fair, be¬ 
lieve him not: for 
there are feven abo¬ 
minations in his 
heart. 


26. Whofe hatred 
is covered by deceit, 
his wickednefs {hall 
be (hewed before 
the whole congrega¬ 
tion. 

27. Whofo dig¬ 
geth a pit, {hall fall 
therein: and he that 
rolleth a done, it 
will return upon 
him. 


28. A 1 lying 
tongue hateth thofe 
that are afRifted by 
it, and a flattering 
mouth worketh ru¬ 


in. 


1 Some render, a falfe tongue will hate thofe whom it hath 
hurt , and a fmooth mouth drive to defiriUlion . 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVIL SECT. XXXI. 

-Vo great dependence to be placed on future time . Com¬ 
mendation to be received from others , not from cur 
fives. The affliction of fools heavier than Jiones or 
jand. Danger from envy. Open admonition prefera¬ 
ble to fecret affeCiion . Upon friendjhip. IVifdoen • 
Early and loud benedictions. A chearful companion . 
Incorrigible Jiupidity. Secular affairs % and the atten¬ 
tion proper to them . 


C H AH. xxvii. I. 


Chap. x*vii. i> 


B O A ST not thy 
felfof to mor¬ 
row; for thou know- 
eft not what a day 
may bring forth. 


2. Let another 
man praife thee, 
and not thine own 
mouth; a m ftran- 
gcr, and not thine 
•wn lips. 


3. A ftone is hea¬ 
vy, and the fand 
w eighty : but a fool's 
wrath is heavier than 
them both. 


B E hot puffed up with valn-glo- Sect. 31. 

ry on acebunt of any thing, 
you are not to fcnjoy till futuie Proverbs 
time come; for you know not* xy h* 1. 
what may happen previoufly, to 
difappoint all your moft (anguine 
hopes. 

Let another man render you il- 2 
luftrious, by extolling your good 
qualities or worthy actions, * and 
not your own mouth boaft of 
them ; an acquaintance or perfori 
who has been diftinguifhed by your 
favour, celebrate it; rather than 
your own lips make you fufpe&ed 
of aCting only from views of often- 
tartion and felf-applaufe. 

The weight of a ftone is heavy j 
to him on whom it falls ; and the 
burden of fand greatly oppreffive 
to him that is under it; but the 
affliction and entire vexation a 
foolifh ftupid perfon creates to 

himfelf 


m “05 fignifies to be diftinguifhed from other things 
or perfons by fome particular diGcriminating mark or ap¬ 
pearance : and is ufed both to denote a foreigner and an ac* 
quaint amt or friend . Dent, xxxiii. 9. Job vii. 10. Pfalm 

cxJ/i. 4. 
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Sect. 31. himfelf and others, are more into- 

^ leraibly grivous than both of them. 

Proverbs A fixed difpleafure has no re- 4. Wrath r'jcmelj 
xxvii. 3,4. gard to the fufferings, docs not anc * anger is outra- 
reient at the forrows of others ; * but who ia 

and raging anger truly reflembles an< * ^ ore 

an overflowing of waters, which €nv ^ ‘ 
plows up the ground ; but who is 
able to cppofe, or fupport himfelf 
againfl the violent attacks of the 
paflion of envy or jealoufy ? 

5 Kindly convincing a man of $• Open rebuke 

having done wrong in an open * s better than fecret 
publick manner, is greatly prefer- ^ ove> 

able to affeCtion and friendfhip, 
that never appeared in any actions 
to his advantage. 

6 The real wounds or fharpeft 6. Faithful are 

corrections of a friend, proceed the wounds of a 
from unfeigned good will, and are friend; butthekiiTes 
calculated to heal and amend; but °^. an enem y are de- 
the fondeft external carefles of an ceit u ‘ 

enemy, alluring to vice and ruin, 
fmell like putrefaction and are im¬ 
pregnated with the moft malignant 
fatal poifon. 

7 A man whofe appetite is cloyed, 7- The full foul 
or who enjoys the greateft plenty, lotheth an honey- 
is apt to negleCf, as trampling un- com b; but to the 
der foot, the richeft delicacies; hungry ou every 
but to him who is deftitute of the ltter 1 in £ is weet * 
neceflaries of life, any coarfe fare 

relifhes like the fweeteft morfel. 

8 As a bird, that rangeth here and 8. As a bird that 
there at a diftance from its neft, is wandereth from her 

refllefs and expofed to many ha- ne ^ * " 3 f 11311 

zards: fo is a man fubje&ed to in- that wandereth from 

quietudes toflings and fufferings, " 1S P ace ‘ 
who ftraggles from his home, neg- 
JeCts his proper bufinefs, or fre¬ 
quently changes his fettled habita¬ 
tion. 




counfcl. 


io- Thine own 
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9. Ointment and As ointment and perfume, with Sect. 
pet fame rejoice the their oilinefs and fragrancy, recre- ' ■ 
heart: To the a te the fenfes, revive the fpirit9, Ptoywba 
fweetnefs of Oman’s an( j give frefh vigour to the whole x * v h« 
friend by hearty n ^imal frame: fo doth the plea- 

fure of a friend exhilerate the mind, 
fmooth it from roughftefs, and ba- 
nifti its cares and anxieties. 

Have in the higheft efteem, and j Q 
friend and thy fa- preferve with the utmoft care, that 
ther’s friend fbrfake friend whom you have always 
not; neither go in* f ounc j faithful; and likewife him 
to thy brothers W ^ Q hath befriended your father; 

ou e in t e ay o nc j t h er as neglecting or doubting 
thy calamity; for . 51 . , 6 . 6 . . 6 

better is a neighbour of his kindnefs, do you under ad- 

that f> near, than a verfity when many defert, in the 
brother far off. room of him apply to your kindred 

or flear relatives: for a good neigh¬ 
bour that is near in afteCtion, and 
has an entire regard, is preferable 
to a brother, who has no difpofi- 
tion to perform the laws of rela- » 
tionihip, or offices of kindnefs. 

11. My fon, be My f D n, be fkilful and learned tt 
wife, and m aloe my j n t h e affairs of virtue and religion ; 
heart glad, that l afM j thereby give my heart the 
mayanwer imt at mo ^ fenfible exquifite pleafure ; 

r and it ever 1 be accufed of negli¬ 

gence in your difcipiine, Ilhall ea- 
iily produce your conduit to refute 
all charges. 

12. A prudent An experienced fagacious per-jg 
man forefeeth the e- f on 0 bferves with due attention frn 

flu .*?.. !>.!*«JSl approaching evil, ufvng means for 

his own fecurity and protection : 
but the unthinking and filly pro¬ 
ceed in their ufual courfe and fuffer 
the penalty. 

You can fcarce be fecure forajj 
ment that is furety loan unlefs you take his pledge, 

^ or though 


fell : but the fimple 
pals on and are pu- 
ni (lied. 


13. Takehisgar- 


*’ Counftly Sc bn l tens derives the word not from XV* corfa. 
fiat, but from nvy Ibpavit; fttyatus fuit in duricietn. 
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Sect. 31. though it be even his wearing ap- for a Granger, and 
** ^ J ~ parel, who is fo unadvifed as to ta ^ e a pledge of 
Proverbs be furety for a ftranger; and on a firing* 

xxvu. 13. acC o U n t of his inconfiderate prac- woman * - 
tice, efpecially in favour of harlots, 
he is ferved right if you deftroy his 
pledges or make a bankrupt of him. 

14. He who after the manner of an 14. He that blef- 
interefted fycophant, or common ^is friend with 
feller of praifes, is early and un- ? vo * ce > fifing 

feafonable, loud and lavifh in com- ? ar fl 1 ?' morn ' 

mending .polling hi, friend , K“»iT' 
his panegyricks and fordid adula¬ 
tions fhall be reckoned a difpa- 
ragement and reproach to him. 

*5 A continual dropping or pour- 15. A-continual 
ing of heavy rain, which confines dropping in a very 
people in their houfes, and a ra * n y day, and a 
wrangling clamorous woman are contentious woman 

exa&ly upon a level one with the are a ^ e - 
other. 

16 Whofoever attempts to conceal >6. Whofoe\ r er 

or fupprefs her daily domeftick hideth her, hideth 

flrifes, will find it no more in his w ' nc *> and the 

power, than to confine the ftrong- °. in ^ me ? c ot his 

eft gufts of wind ; or the mod o- ”S ht ha " d ?% tb 
, B bewrayeth it felt. 

doriferous ointment with which his J ' 

right hand is chafed, the ftrong 

fcent whereof fufficiently publifhes 

it. 

17 As a file rubs away the ruft, 17. Iron Iharpen- 
and gives a (hining afpedt to iron ; et h i ron > a man 
fo doth a man biighten up the Iharpeneth thecoun- 
countenance, calm the paflions, tenanceof his friend. 

and refine the manners of his friend. 

He 

° Alike > Schultens derives from a radix fignifying to drink 
and to f winter or to take up winter quarters . Which, whe¬ 
ther it be the fenfe of the words or not, is but too true in 
faft j 'vix* That a contentious wife is a bitter cup fome have 
to drink , and that throughout all the year fhe makes the 
feafon look winterly. The images in the next verfe are 
finking, that compare her to Boreas which cannot be pock¬ 
eted ; and a kind of ointment which will not be fcentlefs. 
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i ft. Whofo kc*cp- 
eth the fig-tree lhall 
eat the fruit thereof: 
fo he that waiteth 
on his mailer fhall 
be honoured. 


19. As in water 
face a^wereth to 
face: fo the heart 
of man to man. 


20. Hell and de- 
flruflion are never 
full ; lo the eyes of 
man are never latif- 
fied. 


2 As the fining- 
pot for filver, and 
the furnace for gold ; 
fo is a man to his 
praife. 


22. p Tho' thou 
Jl.ouldeltbray a fool 

in 
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He who a9 his particular charge Sect. 31. 
taketh care of the fig-tree, in the 
way of reward for his labour (hall Proverbs 
partake of the fruit thereof; in** 711 - 1 ®’ 
like manner, he that obferveth the 
rules given him by his matter, as 
the recompence of his induftry and 
fidelity, fhall be promoted. 

As water is moveable and change-19 
able into the greateft diverfity of 
forms, this moment fmooth and 
ferene, the next fwelled with 
ftorms and roaring in billows; fo 
do the affedliqns of men's minds 
alter, according to the variety of 
pci Tons and tempers they meet 
with : the pleafed delights, the 
forrowful grieves, and the angry 
chagrins them. 

The Jheol or frparate (late, and *o 
particularly that large part of it 
■where horror and deftrutfion reign, 
are never fo filled but they can 
contain more : fo the vaft defires 
of man, his infatiable avarice or 
unbounded ambition, are never 
compleatlv gratified. 

As the fining-pot is ufed for pu- 21 
rifying filver and the furnace for 
refining gold ; fo is the mouth of 
a wife man to be particularly 
guarded what praife pafl’eth through 
it, or whom it is applied publickly 
to celebrate ; that its commenda¬ 
tion be proportionable to the de¬ 
gree of merit, free from vanity, 
and for that which is nobly excel¬ 
lent. 

All expedients to reclaim, an im- %z 
penetrable grofs fool, feem utterly 


r There feems to be a refemblance betwixt this and the 
Arnbuk odage, in the c7th of the fecorid century publifhed 
Voi.. IV, 1. , C c by 
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Sect . 31. loft upon him ; and though you 
^ w K ' fhould bray him in a mortar a- 
royer 3 m0 ngft broken pulfe with a peftel, 
Vll> 2a ‘ yet will it avail nothing; his fot- 
tifhnefs and (lupidity, as growing 
to, are irreparable from him. 

23 In all the various provinces of 
life, particularly in the mod an¬ 
cient and important ones of (hep- 
herds and herdfmen, the infpe£Hon 
and regard of the mailer or owner 
are indifpenfably neceflary: do you 
therefore perfectly acquaint your 
felf with the (late of your flocks ; 
and bend your mind or fet your 
heart to the care of your herds. 

24 For that kind of riches which 
confifteth in money, however fafe- 

* ly treafured up or llrongly guard¬ 

ed, w obnoxious to various ha¬ 
zards, and peri(heth or confumeth 
in the ufing : and the fplendour of 
kings may be eclipfed, or their 
wealth exhaufted. 

25 Your attention and induftry are 
required and flrongly invited ; the 
earth offers its bounties to the hand 
of diligence ; the herbage (hines 
in all its verdure and beauty ; the 
flronger grafs is confpicuous in its 
utmoil luxuriance ; and the pro¬ 
duce of the mountains on all Tides, 
are carried into flore-houfes. 

26 The lambs in their wooly flee¬ 
ces, plentifully fupply with mate- 

f rials for apparel: and the he-goats 
will fo increafe and multiply the 
flock, as to equal the full value of 
your land* 


the 

in a mortar, among 
wheat with a peftel, 
yet will not his fool- 
ifhncfs depart from 
him. 


23. Be thou dili¬ 
gent to know the 
Rate of thy flocks, 
and look well to thy 
herds. 


24. For riches 
are not for ever: 
and doth the crown 
endure to every ge¬ 
neration ? 


25. The hay ap¬ 
peared, and the 
tender grafs iheweth 
it felf: and herbs 
of the mountains 
are gathered. 


26. The lambs 
are for thy clothing, 
and the goats art 
the price of the field. 


As 

^ . . , 

^ • • 1 x 

; by Brpepivw ows. The proveeb of a A)g- s tail not being 
\jnoade ftraight, though it be brayed in a mortar. 
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27. And tbou As to food, your goats will af- Sbct. yt. 
fi>ait haw goat’s ford the richeft milk ; abundantly 
milk enough for thy fufficient for your own ufe j for PkwA* 
food, for the food the forvice like wife of your family : ***”• 
ot thy houfhold, and even f or f|j e co mpleat fuftenartce 
Jor maintenance or c f a |j y our female flavea, 
thy maidens. ' 


CHAP. XXVIII. SECT. XXXII. 

Timidity of the wicked , courage of the virtuous. Conftf 
fion from general prevarication , fafety from /kill and 
prudence . Mighty opprejfors compleatly ruinous. 

Tr anfgr effort of the law celebrate the vicious. Igtto- 
ranee the effeft of evil doings intelligence of virtue and 
piety. Ujury fome time to be difiributed to the poor • 
Devotion without moral obedience an abomination . 
Tempters themfelves to fall into temptation . Cenfefftan 
and amendment of fin jhall find mercy. Hapfentfs of 
felf diffidence. Mifchief of an obdurate frejumptim. 
Security of integrity . Upon accumulating riches. Ad¬ 

monition. Robbery of parents. Self confidence. Alms¬ 
giving. 


Chap, xxviii. 1. 


Ch a p. xxviii. 1. 


T H B wicked 
flee when no 
man purfuech : but 
the righteous are 
bold as a lion. 


z. For the tranf- 
greflion of a land 
many are the princes 
thereof: but by a 
man of undemand¬ 
ing and knowledge 
the ft ate thereof {hall 

be prolonged. 


C onscious of his owhSect. 32. 

demerit, the impious and un- i — 1 -v-^ 
juft fufpedt dangers, and retreat Proverb* 
from enemies though there are no**™ 11 * ! * 
viftble ones that purfue them ; but 
the good and righteous, as a young 
lion that begins to leek his prey, 
are confident of their p§rfe£t fecu- 
rity. 

2. Through the defection and 2 
obftinate revolt, of a country from 
fubjetftion to rightful authority 
and the government of juft laws, 
they divide into factions under dif¬ 
ferent leaders; but a prudent fkil- 
ful manager of publick affairs will 
recover them from tbeir diffrac¬ 
tions, and fettle them in peace 
fefety, and a flouncing profperity. 

C c 2 A pow- 
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Sect. 32. A powerful man, pohefted in 
Am ^ the way of hereditary right of the 
Proverbs high eft dignity and the largeft for- 
xxvni. 3. tune, who ufes injurioufly, or vio- 
Jently opprefles an already impo- 
veriflied people; is like a fw.eeping 
rain which leaveth nothing for 
food, of fruit or corn, that is not 
utterly deftroyed. 

4 They who have withdrawn all 
regard to the practice of virtue, in 
the higheft terms celebrate every 
man that is governed by his inordi¬ 
nate paflions and that makes no dif¬ 
ference betwixt right and wrong: 

. but as to. the regular obfervers of 
the law, who ought to be extolled, 
and who are avowed enemies to all 
fuch proceedings, they exert their 
utmoft force of biting fatire ; and 
bend all their malignity againft 
them. 

5 Men addi&ed to iniquity and 
mifchief, are fo blinded and infa¬ 
tuated with their vices, as not to 

^ difcern what is equal anJ right: 

but thofe of unfeigned piety and 
virtue, diftinguifh in all rdpefls 
with the utmoft precifion and mo¬ 
ral exaftnefs. 

6 More excellent in himfelf, and 
of inexpr^flibly greater importance 
to fociety, is the pooreft ragged 
member thereof, who inflexibly 
proceeds in one plain courfe of fim- 
plicity and integrity ■, than he who 
has no fteady rule, but goes this 

way 


the 

3. A q poor man 
that opprelTeth the 
poor, is like afweep- 
ing rain which leav¬ 
eth no food. 


4. They that for- 
fakethelaw, praife 
the wicked: but 
fuch as keep the 
law, contend with 
them. 


5. Evil men un¬ 
derhand not judg¬ 
ment: but they that 
feek the Lord un¬ 
derhand all things. 


6. Better is the 
poor that walketh in 
his uprightnefs, than 
be that is perverfe in 
^//ways, though he 
be rich. 


q Poor, tiH, as Sebuliens obferves, is not improbably 
derived from IP"I* hereditaria jure poJJedit\ though it may 
refer to a ruler or general who is powerful as to troops or 
a handing army; but reduced to the lalt extremity in his 
finances how to fupport them. 



f 


7 Whofo keep- 
eth the law, it a 
wHc fon: but he 
thJt is a companion 
»;f riotous men, fha- 

rncth his father. 


He that by u- 
fury and unjuil gain 
incrcafeth his fub- 
llance, he (hall ga¬ 
ther it for him that 
will pity the poor. 


9. He that turn- 
eth away his ear 
from hearing, the 
law, even his prayer 
Jhallbe abomination. 

10. Whofo cauf- 
eth the righteous to 
go aftray in an evil 
way, he (hall fall 
himielf into his own 
pit: but the upright 
fhall have good 
things in pofleflion. 
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way or that as ma'y ferve his felf- Sect. 3 z. 
i(h purpofes, though that‘ , Yam6. v,- ^v**-^ 
man be grown immenfely rich. Proverbs 
He who as a matter under his xx ™* ^ 
charge, guards the precepts of the 
law from being violated in his 
practice, is a fon who to his own 
honour and that of his parents, 

(hews judgment and diferetion : 
but he who herds with thofe who 
live in luxury, or fupports fottifh 
good for nothing gluttons, redu- 
ceth his father to fuch a (late of ; 
ignominy, as is attended with the 
utmoft diforder and confufion. 

He who accumulates wealth, by 8 
that forbidden ufury or exorbitant 
intereft, which are as poifon to a 
man’s fubftance; (hall gather it 
with all care, for him, who will 
fhew an extraordinary beneficence 
and liberality to the neceflitous 
and diftrefled. 

He who wilfully departeth from 9 
his duty and the obedience of the. 
laws of virtue, his warmeft devo¬ 
tional exercifes are execrable and 
(hall be rejected with abhorrence. 

He who by his advice or per- i 0 
fuafion, carrieth away the unde- 
figning and fincere to do what is 
wrong, or leadeth them \>y means 
of their ftrong pailions, miftaken 
views or ignorance as to the con- 1 
fequences, into evil courfes; as 
into a pit of his own digging he 
fhall fall into the mifehief and ruin 
he hath contrived for others : but 
men of virtue and ftrift integrity, 
in a conftant fucceflion, fhall pof- 
fefs whatever can render life com¬ 
fortable and happy. ’ 1 

Thg 


> i 


c n 



ed rife, a man is hid¬ 
den. 
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Sect. j*. The rich man being fuccefsful 11. Therichman 
^ in increafing his fubilance, has u- wife in his own 

Proverbs fually an high opinion of his own conce b : but the 

” vm * n-fuperior wifdom : but the man of P°° r th f ** u ?' 
low eftate who has judgment and 
prudence, will examine him with 
fuch accuracy as to make a clear 
and full difcovery of his intelie£tual 
impotency and profound folly. 

12 When men of virtue and piety 12. When righte~ 
triumph over their enemies, or are ® us me * do rejoice, 
exalted in power and authority, t } >ere " g rcat gl° r y • 
there is a erowine dignity and but when the wick- 

glory in the joyful occauon to 

• the whole community: but when 
the ungodly and immoral rife 
to profperity and fplendour, the 
man is fought for, difguifed and 
only perfonates in any acclama¬ 
tions ; does not expreis his real 
inward fenfe of the misfortune and 
calamity to mankind. 

1$ He that extenuates, pafTes by, 

and buries in oblivion, without ei- vereto bis fins, fhall 

ther owningor amending his ob- XfocoSeffethand 
ftinate d.fobedience to a law wh.ch forfaketh tbtM ftal , 
he ought to obferve; (hall not be have merC y. 
a profperous improving man : but 
he who publickly acknowledged 
and entirely leaveth off the prac¬ 
tice, fhall be treated with the ten¬ 
dered affection and commiferation. 

14 Truly happy and blefled is that * 4 * Happy m the 
man, who Jiveth under fuch fear- 0,411 datfeareth 2 - 

ful apprehenfions of diftant danger, ^eneth'hi^hSrt 
as keeps his mind Heady to a reli- falI int0 

gious reverence and virtuous obe- chief, 
dience : but he who notwithftand- 
ing innumerable admonitions, * as 
hammering it into one folid piece, 
maketh his heart obdurate refrac¬ 
tory and incorrigible, fhall fall into 

fuch 


13. He that co- 



16. The prince that 
wanteth underftand- 
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fuch anxiety and vexation as (ball Sect. 32, 
prey upon his fpifits. 

1$. As a roring As an hungry lion growling o- Proverbs 
lion, and a ranging ver the prey which he is devour- xxv « l * l 4 * 
bear; fi> is a wicked ing, and a raging bear running a- * 5 ' 
f‘jler over the poor bout in queft of it; fo is an un¬ 
people. godly and tyrannical ruJer, over 

an almoft exhauiled impoverished 
people. 

As to a governor fet over*to 16 
prote& a community, if he be re- 
ing, is alfo a great rnarkably deficient in diferetion or 
oppreflor: but he confideration, he will increafe his 
that hateth cove- C3W ftiQ ns and oppreiTions: but he 

Th, a ^ r °" that * s an utter enemy to forcing 
ong is ays. men's property from them by dif- 

honeft avaricious practices, (ball 
continue life beyond the ufual date, 
or enjoy a moft long and happy one. 

17. A man that A man who has committed 1 ? 
doeth violence to the murder, being haunted with invi- 
blood of my perfon, {ibJ e terrors, or perpetually purfued 
(hall flee to the pit, ^y own g U ^y jcfledlions j will 
!rt no man flay h,m. flee> not f0 B a d ' y of fefuge . but 

will lay violent hands on* or fome 
way be apt to burry hirnfelf, into 
the pit of definition ; there is no 
need to apprehend fenteoce or ex¬ 
ecute him, 

18. Whofo walk- He who habitually pradtifes the 18 
•th uprightly, (hall moft perfect virtue and integrity, 
be faved : but he has abundant room, the largeft 
that is per ver fe in f^pg f or proceeding ; which will 

wa ^ s * ^ certainly be attended with peace 

fafety and profperjty: but he whofe 
ways are double, and who does 
not keep fteady to the end and rule 
of upright conduct, fhall at one 
ftroke be altogether overthrown, 
or with a fingle calamity entirely 
ruined. 

1^. He that til- He who labouretb diligently in 19 
kth his land, (hall tilling his land, fhall have more 
have Cc4 bread 


at once. 



Paraphrase on the 

Sect. 3*. bread than is fufficient for his pri- have plenty ofhread: 

vale confumption : but he who but he that follow* 
Proverbs keepeth company with perfons et ^ a ^ ter va in per- 
xxvui, 19. who fo jj QW nfj bu f inefs ^ f^all only f ons ' fta11 have P^ 

abound in the moft negle£ted and vert X r enou gh. 
diftrefied poverty. 

.to A man who remains unalterably 2 o. A faithful 
fixed in his proper ftate of duty man /ball abound 
and virtue, fhall grow or greatly with bleflings : but 
improve in all infiances of profpe- hethatmaketh hafte 
rity and happinefs: but he that, t0 r ^ c h» fhall not 
leaving it, prefleth on to arrive at be innocent, 
riches, fhall not be clear from 
guilt nor exempt from punifhment. 

2 \ To make diftin£lions of perfons, Z t. To have re- 
and prefer one before another on fpett of perfons, is 
account of differences that are ac- not good : for, for 
cidental and trifling, is egregioufly a piece of bread that 
wrong and unfitting; and yet the raan tranfgrels. 
man who prevails in the regard of 
luch, for only a piece of bread, 
will prevaricate and revolt from 
his duty to the perfon who prefers 
him. 

22 He who is carried wirh the ut- 22. Hethathaft- 
moft impetuofity of an unbridled eth-to be rich, bath 

appetite to profecute riches, is a an ev *l e 7 e * an< ^ 
man of an evil eye or is a moft confidereth not that 

envious greedy mifer: and does P over ^X a come 
not confider that for gain he is di- u ^ on im * 
vetting his mind of every human 
virtue $ and as to the nobleft of all 
wealth, from that moment bring¬ 
ing 
v 

* Literally /ball abound, he fatiated, or haws mere than 
enough of ftript poverty, difpofie/fion of property , or extreme 
•wfint. A manner of expreflion frequently to be met with 
in Scripture and in the jlrabick writings. Thus Jfa. xxxiv. 
11 . — Line of confufton , or exaftell rule of irregularity. Jcb 
X. 22. — Where the light Jubar or fun-beam it felf is dark - 
» nefs . Ifpahan. Hift. Salad, p.479. They were moved with 

reft it felf; they were confpicuous by concealing, and themfelves 
Jhone forth by hiding ; they were di/fohved by congelation, and 
Jet on fire by extinction* 



23 He that re- 


Book of Proverbs, 3 ^1 

ing upon himfelf the mod abjeift Sect, je, 
poverty. 

He who in a friendly manner P^verba 


companion 
ftroyer. 


bukcth a man, af- fhewetb man wherein he it mif- 3WV * 11, **# 
terwards fhall find or has done wrong, to me, 3 3 - 

more favour than he afterwards find that he is 

that flactereth wit m ore acceptable to him, and higher 
t e tongue. j n his favour, than he who fmooths 

his tongue to colour over his er¬ 
rors $ and by flattering fpeeches 
infinuates hwnfelf into his good af¬ 
fections. 

24. Whofo rob- He who taketh away by force 24 
bcth his father his the property of his father or his 
mother, and faith, mother, and declareth that there 
It :s no tranfgref- j s no ^uty negle&ed, no law vio- 
fion ; the fame //the j atcc j |n f 0 doing ; the fame mufl: 

be in a confederacy with the molt 
profligate of mankind, the aiTo- 
ciate of a robber who plunders an 
houfe, or an invader who lays 
wafte a country. 

He that has infatiable defires or 25 
an unbounded avarice, not content 
with what is his own, will throw 
he that putteth his things into confufion : but he who 

truft in the ord, by a rC g U j ar <jjf c harge of his duty 
ihall be made fat. c ^ fi(kt b h in the A f mightyi 

enjoy an happy (late or fhall prof- 
per as to all temporal bleflings, 

26. He that truft- He who reckoneth himfelf per- 2 6 
eth in his own heart, f e £Jy fecure, in following the de- 

is a fool: but who- v j ces and defires of his own heart, 

(o walketh wifely, is abrurd and fl)ly . but he who f e 

courfe of life is ftriCtly conforma¬ 
ble to the laws of religious wifdom, 
by fome quick expeditious method ■ 
fhall eTcape imminent dangers. 

To 


25. He that is of 
a * proud heart, ftir- 
reth up ftrife : but 


4 ~ 

he fhall be delivered. 


* 2fn fignifies to be large, wide, Jpadous, extettji've, 
whether it be joy, trouble, defire, pride, with which the 
heart is enlarged : here molt probably awetoufnefs may b& 
defigned. 
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Sect. 32. To him who is open and liberal 27. He that giv- 
v—in his bounties and charities to the ef h unto the poor, 
necelfitous and diftreiled, there n ^ )t lack: but 
srxviii. 27. fhall be no deficiency of provifion 

and all defirable accommodations : e J re *- fta, i have ma ' 
but he that as fetting a fe»l upon * CW *' 
his eyes, refufeth to take proper 
notice by fuccouring them, (hall 
have exprefilons of deteftation and 
abhorrence in the greateft abun¬ 
dance heaped upon him. 

28 When perfons of vile characters 28. When the 
are advanced to polls of dignity wicked rife, men 
and civil authority, men fecrete hidethemfelves: bat 
themfelves in places of conceal- 'yken they perifli, 
ment for fecurity : but when they 1 e n ghteous in- 
happen to be difgraced or deftroy- 
ed, men of worth and virtue prof- 
per and flouri/h. 


CHAP. XXIX. SECT. XXXIII. 

Ruin from rejecting admonition. Publick mirth or for - 
roWy as the good or bad are promoted. Flattery a 
Jnare. The righteous the poor man j advocate . Scof¬ 
fers incendiaries . No end of debates with fools . The 
upright bated by the criminal. Effefis of difguifesy or 
truth and good faith in rulers . Advantage of admoni¬ 
tion. Danger from precipitancy. Anger. Pride . 

Partnerjhip with a thief. Fear of man. Many am¬ 
bitious of a prince's favour: perfeft equity only from 
God, 


Sect.33. 



Chap. xxix. 1. 

MAN who hath been fre¬ 
quently admonifhed of his 
Proverbs errors, and feverely fuffered for his 
yxix. 1. faults, yet obftinately and impeni- 
tently perfifts in them* Ihall in the 
end, as broken in pieces, fuddenly 
fall into a fiate of the moft dread¬ 
ful ruin : neither fhall there ever be 
any reparation remedy or recovery. 

When 


Chap. xxix. 1. 

H E that being 
often reprov¬ 
ed, hardeneth bis 
neck, fhall fuddenly 
be deftroyed, and 
that without reme¬ 
dy. 
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1. When the righ* When men of piety and into* Ssct. 33. 
teous are in aotho- grity grow in numbers, flourifh in 1 
rity, the people re- earthly profperity, and are advan- P rov erbl 
joice: but when the cec j t0 Nations of dignity and xxi ** 
wicked beareth rule, authority ; from their reasonable 
the people mourn, hopes 0 f t he propitious influences 

of fuch qualities on a community, 
the people greatly rejoice: but 
when men of no principle or cha¬ 
racter are promoted, they cannot 
but be fenfibly afflicted, to look 
forward to the yoke of tyranny 
they (hall groan under* 

$. Whofo loveth The prudent youth, who as a 3 
wifdom, rejoiceth chafte and beautiful fpoufe, loveth 
his father: but he an j adhereth to the laws of reli- 
that keepeth com- gj ous w jfdom ; giveth his good fa- 

f an ^ th* l ^ er iriexpreflible pleafure: but he 

ftme who is devoted ,0 lewd P. leafure » 

and fupporteth harlots, will foon 
diflipate the largeft fortune, con- 
fume immenfe riches. 

4. The king by A wife and good governor, who 4 
judgment ilabliiheth obferves and enforces the laws of 
the land: but he ftriCl equity and univerfal righte- 
tbat receiveth gifts, oufnefs, fhall thereby afeertain the 
omthroweth it. fofety and profperity of a whole 

nation : whereas he who admitreth 
oblations to commute for bad mo¬ 
rals, or receiveth prefents to per¬ 
vert judgment, as demoKfhing a 
building, corrupts the people and 
fubverts'ihe ftate. 

A man who fmoothetb his 5 
tongue or ufeth flattering fpeeches 
in accofting and converting with 
his neighbour ; as fpreading a net 
for entangling the feet of game, 
commonly detigneth to fupplant, 
enfnare, or fome way effeCt his 
ruin. 

In the prevarication of an evil 6 
grtffion of an evil mifehieveus man with God's laws, 
man there 


5. A man that 
flattereth his neigh* 
hour, fpreadeth a 
net for his feet. 


6. In the tranf- 
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Sect* 33* there is a moft dangerous fatal man there is a fnare : 

Ci, fnare laid, which may perplex o- b 0 * the righteous 

Proverbs thers, and that in the ifTue (ball doth fing and rejoice, 

xreix. 6. take himfelf: but the pious and 

fincere, though he fall fhall rife 
again, and when he fuccumbs un¬ 
der the greateft weight of forrow, 
lhall rejoice exult and triumph. 

7 In the adminiftration of publick y■ The righteous 
affairs or in courts of judicature, confidereththecaufe 
the righteous magiftrate or equal P 00r: but 

and impartial judge 'takes all due w * c * et j ^egard- 
cognifance of the merit of the poor ct not t0 now lt ‘ 
man’s caufe; but the ungodly and* 
iniquitous is not concerned to 
lenow himfelf nor make others un* 


t 


derftand what confcience and equi¬ 
ty mean., . 

8 Haughty fcornful perfons blow 
up a city into flames, tumults and 
difeord; but moderate prudent 
ones heal their animofities and re- 


8. Scornful men 
bring a city into a 
fnare : but wife mtn 
turn away wrath. 


turn them to their right minds of 
tranquillity and harmony. 

9 A wife and good man, if he 9. If a wife man 
have a controverfy with a ftupid contendeth with a 
heavy one, whether he attempt to f°°hih man, whe- 
convince him of his errors, in: ^ er , . ra 2 e or 
rough harfh terms or in mild and * 1 ere u n0 
gentle language, yet he will not 
acquiefce in them, nor ceafe to be 
troublefome. 

'10 Men guilty of murder or other 10* The blood- 
atrocious crimes fhew no favour to thirfty hate the up- 
the moft perfect and upright of right: but the juft 

characters \ they even feek the life * 15 
of every one who afteth fincerely 
according to truth and righteouf- 
nefs. 


n The weak and foolifh upon a 
flight provocation produceth the 
utmoft ardour of refentment: but 
tjie reflecting and confiderate, as 

Toothing 


11. A fool utter - 
eth all his mind : 
but a wife man keep- 
eth it in till after- 
wards. 



12. If a ruler 
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frothing it backwards with his Sect. 33. 
hand, reprefleth, bridleth, or hold-*— 
eth it in with candour and patience. Pyoverbi 
If a magiftrate lord or matter XX1X * 1 *• 
hearken to lies, all difpofe his ears and mind to a rea- ,z ‘ 
hisfervantsa/vwick- dy and earneft • attention to the 
c d. language of deceit arid falfhood ; 

all his fervants will follow his ex¬ 
ample, and be in the utmoft dif- 
order and confutton as to truth and 
falfhood, right and wrong. 

The ragged almoft naked poor, 13 
1The poor and and the Twaddled heavy-clothed 
deceitful man meet rich in his robes of ftate, with the 
together: the Lord bearer of his train, meet one ano- 
lighteneth both their then the Lord in both circum- 

ftances affordeth them proper re- 
prefentations of things if they will 
attend to them, and putteth it in 
their power to be virtuous and 
happy, 

14. The king that The governor, who as equity 14 
faithfully judgeth prefcribes,a&s the part of an advo- 
the poor, his throne cate for and defender of the lowly 
lhaJl be eltablifhed and injured ; his throne 

(hall ftand upon an unfhaken and 
immovable foundation. 

The feafonable prudent ufe of 
correction and admonition produce 
wifdom and virtue : but a child, 
as it were let loofe, thrown out, 
and not properly difeiplined, in 
the irregularities of his future life 
reflecteth an extreme difhonour 
upon both his father and mother, 
for their former indulgence which 
has occafioned them. 

When the impious and immoral 16 
wicked are multipli- grow rjch and powerful, wilful 

e , tran greflion in- p revar i ca ti 0 ns with the laws 6f * 

righteous Jhall fee God and man prevail and abound: 
their fall. but their tenure rs lhort ; their 

heightened vices haften their fate ; 

and 


for ever. 

15. The rod and 
reproof give wif¬ 
dom : but a child 
left to bimfil/y bring- 
eth his mother to 
iliamc. 


16. When the 
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Sect, 33. and the righteous who have beheld 

* their elevation (hall likewife in 
Proverbs due time be fpe&ators of their 
XXU£ * * 6 » downfal and ruin. 

17 Difcipline your fon into duty *7- Correft thy 

and obedience, and he (hall become he (hall 

the happy means to you of an eafy thee reft: yea, 
and comfortable ftate of mind ; g| ve delight 

yea, he (hall give you exquifite unt0 1 ? 
pleafuie, even an entire fatisfac- 

tion. 

18 Where no due attention is giv- 18. Where there 

en to that inftru&ion, which the */no vifion/the peo- 
law in the ordinary manner of re- P* c perifti: but he 
ceivijig' it affoids, the people are fbat keepeth the 
neceflarily ftript of their higheft * aw > ,J ^ e# 

honour, or ftrongeft defence and 

fecurity : like a fphcre or globe 
violently thrown againft the ground 
and beaten to pieces, they are cer¬ 
tainly foon divided and fcattered : 
but he who, as he 16 indifpenfably 
obliged, keepeth all God's com¬ 
mandments, how happy is he I 

19 It is the diftinguifhing chara&er 19. A fervant 
of an impudent obftinate {lave, that will not be corrected 
words alone without ftripes will bywords: for tho 
not difcipline him into duty: he he underftand, he 
cannot but underftand, ’tis fuffi- W1 not *nfwer. 
ciently plain when he is fpoken to 

or called for, but fuch is his obdu¬ 
racy or malignity, that there is no 
anfwer to be had from him. 

20 In the courfe of your obferva- 20. Seed thou a 
tions, you have doubtlefs remark- man that is hafty m 
ed on a man who appeared over bis words? there u 
eager to be heard, and moft preci- ™ ore hope of a fool, 
pitate to expofe his own undigeft- “ an °* 

ed thoughts: there is folider ground 
of reafon to expeft an heavy (l up id 
creature may fome time learn wif- 
dom, than that he will ever do it. 


He 
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st. He that‘de- He that as dandling him on hisSECT. 33. 

licately bringeth up Jap, treateth his fervant from his 

his fervant from a childhood in an affectionate tender Proverbs 

* 

manner; in his adult ftate will** 1 ** **• 
find, that he expedls a behaviour 
that moft properly belongs to one 
of his offspring. 

An arrogant difdainfill perfon 22 


child, ihall have him 
become his fon at 
the length. 


22 . 

man 


An angry 


Airreth up aggravates all occafions of divifion 
Anfe, and a furious an( j animofity: and a cholerick 
man aboun eth in v j 0 j ent one ma gniHeth to the ut- 

* molt every indignity or provoca¬ 

tion. 

23. A man's pride A dictatorial pride, felf-fuffici-23 
(hall bring him low: ency, or infolent overbearing tem- 
but honour fhall up- p er an( j carriage in a man, (hew 

f^rit^ Um ^ C 10 nieannefs and want of reflec- 
P m ’ tion as render him contemptible 

and hateful: whereas the modeft 
fubmiflive and truly humble, there¬ 
by intimate a degree of real merit; 
claim regard, and fo far as the 
opinion of the bed judges have 
weight, are certain of efteem and 


character. 

24. Whofo is u He that induftrioufly concealeth24 

partner with a thief, grofs enormities, and thus maketh 
hatech his own foul: himfelf an accomplice with a rob- 
he heareth curfmg, b cr or other notorious offender, is 
and bewrayeth // actually deemed in fome fenfe guiJ- 
not ' ty, and deferving of fufferings : 

the fame as he who is a witnefs of 
blafphemy, and difeovereth not the 
profane and (hocking author. 

25. The fear of Civil authority and fuperiors in 25 
man bringeth a power and itation, have frequently 
fnar*: but whofo intimidated people of irrefolute 

putteth weak 


1 Schulte ns renders, he that bringeth up delicately as a JlaU 
lion his fervant from his childhood ■ hit poflerity likevjife Jhall 
be of the proliftk breeding kind . 

u See Layit. xxiv. 1 1. Agreeable to which is the C/r- 
man adage. Der hebler ift fo gut ah der flehltr . 



4oa A Paraphrase on the 

Sect. 33. weak mindi into the moftdange- putteth his truft in 
^rous fnares, of bafely betraying Lord, {ball be 
Proverbs truth and violating confcience : ^ a ^ e * 

***** 25. h e w |j 0 himfelf fecure 

in doing his duty; and obeying 
and confiding in the Almighty, 
fhall prove to be perfe&Iy fafe : 
and as fituated on the inacceflible 
height of a lofty tower, out of the 
reach of danger. 

26 As if their happinefs and even 26. Many feek 
being depended on it, the genera- the ruler’s favour, 
lity are intently folicitous to fecure but every man’s 
the favourable regard of perfons in judgment comeCh. 
Nations of eminence : neverthelefs, “ om ^ 0RD - 
every man’s diftin£fc allotment of 
good or evil is not at the meer op¬ 
tion of the moft exalted fellow- 


creature, but is certainly difpenfed 
as is moft convenient, by the fo- 
vereign direction of the moft high 
God. 

27 A fimilarity or oppofition of 
manners, afFe&ions, and purfuits, 
vifibly produce lafting friendfhips 
or antipathies: thus the unrighte¬ 
ous man’s temper.' and a&ions, in 
the eftimate of the pious and juft, 
render him an objedl of pity, con¬ 
tempt, and deteftation : on the 
other hand, he who profecutes 
one certain path of undeviating 
plain integrity, is difliked and ab¬ 
horred by him who makes no dif¬ 
ference betwixt right and wrong, 
virtue and vice. 


27. An unjuft in an 
is an abomination to 
the juft: and he that 
is upright in the way, 
is abomination to the 
wicked. 


■ 1 - 


e h a p. 
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CHAP. XXX. SECT. XXXIV. 

Important difcourfe of Agur. Man’s great negligence 
and imperfection. The fupreme excellence of the Deity 
and his declarations . Reafons for preferring a middle 
Jlatc in life. Different kinds of detejlible enormities, 
ObjeCis that are infatiable . Contumelious ufage of pa¬ 

rents. Matters that are prodigious and unjearchable. 
That are intolerable . Creatures that are diminutively 
fmally but mojl fagacious. Majejtick and venerable 
cues . Errors to be early atoned with the humblej1 fub - 
miffion. 


Chap, xxx i . 


Chap, xxx, t, 


T HE words of 
Agur the fon 
of Jakeh, e*ven the 
prophecy : the man 
fpake unto Ithiel, 
even unto Ithiel and 
Ucal. 


2. w Surely I am 
more brutilh than 
any man, and have 
not the undemand¬ 
ing of a man. 


T HE following ones were the Sect. 34, 
proverbial expreflions of A- 
gur the fc:i of Jakeh . Truly the Proverbs 
important and ever memorable**** 
difcourfe which that excellent man 
delivered, with a full aiTurance of 
their truth and certainty to Ithiel ; 
even to his difciplcs Ithiel and Id¬ 
ea L 

In perfonating the generality of* 
the human fpecics, with the prin¬ 
ciples they a£t from and the mea- 
fures they purfue, I may freely de¬ 
clare—It is not a more lamentable 
than certain faft, that as to ratio¬ 
nal fpiritual concerns and a future 
endlefs being, I appear more in- 
fenfible than fhould feem to be in 
the power of man j and by no 
means to judge and balance, as 


w Alen Ezra fuppofes this may be an anfwer to a fome- 
what like interrogatory to that which was put to the Ora¬ 
cle Apollo ; viz. Who was the wifefi man ? The reply 
whereto was, he that is fenfible of his own ignorance . In the 
manner of Pythagoras, who declined the name of wife, or 
Socrates, who is reported to fay, this only I know, that l 
know nothing . It is obfervable that this chaptj^ begins the 
fourth part of Proverbs according to the Jewijh divifion, 
Voi, IV, D d becomes 
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Sect. 34-becomes an intelligent and ac- 
—countable mortal. 

Proverbs With repeated conftant leCtures, 3 .1 neither learn- 
xxx. 2, 3. j have not duly improved in the edwifdoro, nor have 
nobleft (kill of religious wifdom ; ^^°wledge of 
nor with the maxims and experi- * c 0 
ences of ancient worthies acquired 
that moral knowledge which in¬ 
clines to the pra&ice of holinefs or 
univerfal righteoufnefs. 



4 Notwithftanding his intelle&ual 
capacities and all deftrable advan¬ 
tages, who hath elevated his con¬ 
ceptions to contemplate the grand 
objeCt of religious homage ? or 
Confidered to any purpofe the ama¬ 
zing attribute of the divine Omni¬ 
potence, and to what an immenfi- 
ty of extent it reaches ? Who it is 
that prefides in the exalted heavens, 


4. Who hath af- 
cended up into hea¬ 
ven, or defeended ? 
who hath gathered 
the wind in his fills? 
who hath bound the 
waters in a gar¬ 
ment ? who hath e- 
ftabliihed all the 
ends of the earth ? 
what is his name. 


and penetrates to the earth's deep- and what is his Ton’s 
eft caverns, or the loweft Jhcol ? name, if thou canll 
Who, as holding them within the tell ? 
hollow of his hand, eafily congre- 
gateth and confineth all the moft 
raging blafts of the awakened 
wind ? Who, as Twaddling them 
in a garment, hath faftened toge¬ 
ther the largeft quantities of flow¬ 
ing waters in the clouds and Teas ? 

Who hath laid the folid founda¬ 


tion, and raifed the goodly ftruc- 
ture of this capacious earth, with 
its remoteft parts, from pole to 
pole ? Declare if you are, as you 
furely ought to be, in fome mea- 
ftire acquainted, what are his emi¬ 
nent diftinCtions ? and what titles 
and characters exa&ly correfpond 
to his various offspring ? 

e Whatever the moft high God 5. Every word of 
Hath defigned, anyway exprefled God js pure: he is 
or folemnl/commanded, is refined a unt0 



Bonk ef ¥ ROVBRBJ, 403 

that put their truft in wifdom and equity, to the Vt*SBQT. 34* 
in him. moft perfection and freedom from 

all degrees of impurity : as a mi- Proverb* 
litary man’s fhield, he is a certain* xx * 5 * 
unfbaken defence, to them who 
in the obfervance of his laws en¬ 
tirely rely upon him. 

6 Add thou not As if they were inefficient or <5 
unto his words, lell ipiperfedf, add not, for fetulaf 
he reprove thee, and en ds 9 ap 0 f e q Ma J authority, your 
thou be foun a tar. own inventions or private opinions ^ 

to the divine declarations : left he 
convince you by fufferings of your 
grofs mi (lakes; and you appear to 
the whole world to be a wicked 


cheat, or vile impoftor* 

7. Two things Two articles I conftantly prefent 7 
have I required of t 0 thee, moft faithful and benefi- 
thee, deny me them ce ut GoDj in my prayers, as the 
not before I ie. objeCls of my ardent wi&es : ne- 

fufe not thou to grant them me, 
fo long AS I have to live in this 
world. 


8 . Remove far 
from me vanity and 
lies; give me nei¬ 
ther poverty nor ri¬ 
ches, feed me with 
food convenient for 
me; 


In the affair of religion, let me 8 
be fo far from lying under any 
temptation to idolatry or fupexfti- 
tion, that I may always look with 
abhorrence on that which is void 
of truth and "goodnefs, and can 
anfwer no p.urpofe of virtue and 


happinefs : and that my fecular al¬ 


lotment may be neither riches nor 
poverty : but the bread of my al¬ 
lowance, that is fuitable to my 
ftation and anfwerable to my ne- 
ceftities, may by the kind hand of 
thy providence, he in due courfe 


conftantly dealt out to me ; 

Left I be full, Left in an affluence I fhould 9 
and deny thee, and have mope than a fufficiency, and 
lay, Who is the mifapply the refiduej and by re- 
Lord ? or left I be f u (i n g him due acknowledgments, 
poor, and Heal, and diflemble or helye the truth power 

take U d 2 and 
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Sect. -34. and goodnefs of the Ever-blefled take the name of 
1 Deity : impioufly faying, Who is m y God in vain. 

Proverbs t h e mod High God, as to any 
xxx. 9. connexion I have with or depen- 
dance on him ? Or on the other 
hand, left being ftript of all pro¬ 
perty, I feek for a fubfiftence by 
indire£t meafures of private Health: 
and lay hold on the name of the 
tremendous Jehovah, right or 
wrong to prote£l me, fvrearing in 
the moft prefumptuous audacious 
manner. 

10 Entertain not unrcafonable fur- io. Accufe not a 
mifes, nor utter envious calumnies fervant unto his ma- 
to your common mafter, concern- ft er > left he curie 
ing a fubordinate officer or minif- ^ ee, j an ?J t ^ ou 
ter 5 left in vindicating himfelf he S ul “/- 

be obliged to render you vile and 
defpicable ; and he to whom you 
are equally accountable, acquitting 
him, condemn and punifh you. 

31 There is a worthlefs age, or 11. There is a ge- 
moft undutiful ungrateful genera- neration that curfeth 
tion, that treat even their aged their father, and 
good father with contumelious lan- doth not blefs their 
guage : and make not honourable mot her. 
mention of their aife£lionate ten¬ 
der mother. 


12 There is a formal fet or moft 
ceremonious race, who in their 
own miftaken views appear ftiining 
bright j and, like the pureft me¬ 
tals, to be free from all drofly 
mixture j and yet with their moft 
fpecious profeffions, are not clear 
from moral pollution; nor (hall 
by means of any external rites e- 
fcape the greateft punifliment. 

13 There is a lordly breed or moft 
fcornful haughty family, with what 
arrogant difdain do their glaring 
big eyes look upon all beneath 

them! 


12. There is a ge¬ 
neration that are 
pure in their own 
eyes, and yet is not 
wafhed from their 
filthinefs. 


13 . There is a ge¬ 
neration, O how lof¬ 
ty are their eyes ! 
and their eye-lids 
are lifted up. 



men. 
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them ! and their eye-lids are elat- Sect. 34. 
ed with a moft overbearing aflur- 
ance or daring impudence. Proverbs 

14. There is a ge- There is an oppreflive perfecut- * XK * ! 3 * 
Deration whofe teeth ing tribe or moft tyrannical kind, ^ 
are ’ as . <wordi. and w hofe favage teeth, like (harp- 
their jaw.teeth as p 0 j nte( j f wor( j s are whetted to the 

5re ,V poor t0 from VO off g, reateft de S ree ° f keennefs * and 

the earth, and the their prominent eye-teeth, or rend- 
needy from among in E fan g s > as knives, feem grinded 

on purpofe to cut cff from the 
earth its lower orders of inhabi¬ 
tants ; and make a clear riddance 
of the meek and humble afflicted 
and indigent from among man¬ 
kind. 

It is obferved concerning the 15 
horfe-Jeech and its two infatiable 
offspring, that as to fucking blood, 
their only cry is, fupply, fbpply, 
more, more. There are three o- 
thers which never meet with a 
fufficiency ; indeed four that are 
not to be fully fatisfied. 

TheJheoJ in particular, or feparate 16 * 


15. The horfe- 
leach hath two 
daughters, crying. 
Give, give. There 
are three things that 
are never fatisfied, 
yea, four things fay 
not. It is enough. 


16. The 


grave, 


womb, the earth 
that is not filled 
with water, and the 
fire that faith not. 
It is enough. 


and the barren jnvifible Hate, which without ever 

returning any, readily admits into 
its unknown abodes all the fuccef- 
five ages of mankind : the harlot's 
barren womb, which greedily re¬ 
ceives and at the fame time de- 
ftroys the feeds of generation : Tan¬ 
dy unfruitful ground, that raifes 
no crops, and yet in whatever 
plenty the rains fall upon it, foon 
craveth frefh fupplies: and a con- 
fuming fire, which whatever com- 
buflibles it is fed with, wanteth 
Hill more fuel. 


Dd 3 


A peculiar 


* Horfeltaeh, Bochari explains of fate Or deftiny. Vid. 
Hicroz. P. II, L. v, C. 19. and NM P. H. P. 447. 
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Sect. 34. A peculiar regard and extreme 17. The eye that 
’•v"**-* veneration are due to the worthy mocketh at his fa- 
Proverbs perfons and falutary inftrunions of ^her, and defpifeth 
xxx * 1 7 * parents: the grofTeft crimes, an to obey his mother, 
untimely fate, and the want of a 1 ® raV /f n n °. 
decent interment may be expefted va a P ,c 
from the contrary : and that the ea ]es <h aU eat it. 
Jeering eye which throws wicked 
contempt on a good father, and 
infolent difdain on a tender mo¬ 


ther ) the ravens of the valley (hall 
dig it out of the unburied expofed 
corpfe, and the young eagles fhall 
eat it bp. 

18 There are three occurrences fre¬ 
quently to be obferved, that yet 
have fomething in them of .intri¬ 
cacy and wonderful obfcurity be¬ 
yond my power clearly to exhibit 
them: yea, four which feem to 
exceed my comprehenfion, or abi¬ 
lity for a full explication: 

19 An eagle’s manner of fubfift- 
ence, and renewal of its age and 
plumes, with its foaring flights in 
the upper regions : a, ferpent’s way 
of life among the ragged (harp 
rocks, with the change of its fkin 
when grown old, and fhining in a 
new one : the courfe of a fhip agi¬ 
tated with a violent ftorm at fea : 


18. There be 
three things <vchicb 
are too wonderful 
for me, yea, four 
which I know not: 


19. The way of 
an eagle in the air, 
the way of a ferpent 
upon a rock, the 
way of a fhip in the 
midft of the fea, and 
the way of a man 
with a maid. 


and the prudent and fteady con¬ 
duct of inexperienced youth ; fo as 
notwithstanding all the hazards 
and temptations of that volatile 
frail, period, to finifh it inviolate 
and unfpotted. 

Alike amazing and unaccount¬ 
able feems the condu£t of an adul¬ 
terous lewd woman : with the 
fame unconcern as the m6ft indif¬ 
ferent a<Efions, fhe commits the 
frateft crimes: and in the midft 

of 


* 


20. Such is the 
way of an adulterous 
woman ; fhe eateth, 
and wipeth her 
mouth, and faith, I 
have done no wick- 
ednefs. 
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of fccnes of debauchery, with an Sect. 34. 
unparalleled impudence, profefles 
the higheft regard to virtue, boafts ^ rov erbs 
of virgin purity, and is mod fati- xXx * 20 * 


21. For three 
things the earth is 
difquieted, and for 
four which it cannot 
bear. 


2z. For a fervant 
when he reigneth, 
and a fool when he 
is Riled with meat. 


23. For an odious 
woman when (he is 
married, and an 
handmaid that is 
heir to her miftrefs. 


24. There be four 
things which are lit¬ 
tle upon the earth, 
but they are t ex¬ 
ceeding wife. 


rical upon uncleannefs. 

Under three ofFenfive hideous 21 
articles, the folid earth feems mov¬ 
ed with a moil violent concuffion ; 
and under four, they are fo unna¬ 
tural and intolerable, it is incapa¬ 
ble of fupporting until it (hake 
them off its perverted furface. 

The community fuffers and can- 22 
not but be greatly diflatisfied, 
when the meaneil vaflal in an ar¬ 
bitrary manner fways the feepter 
dictates to princes and tramples on 
nobles : and fociety is fure to be 
unhinged, when a cowardly fpirit- 
Jefs fellow is raifed by plenty to 
the higheft pitch of loftinefs and 
infolence. 

Family commotion and difor- 23 
der, further, enfue, and the fe- 
vere refentment of a wife or con¬ 
cubine is ui'ually experienced by 
her rivals, when after neglect and 
reproach for ilerility, (he becomes 
a mother and the hufband’s fa¬ 
vourite : likewife, from a female 
flave’s outrageous arrogance, who 
during her life and in her prefence, 
has an abfolute afcendency over 
the fortune, perfon, and even 
ijpoufe of her miftrefs. 

In the animal kingdoms, there 24 
are four creatures remarkably finally 
and feemingly defpicable, that yet 
difeover a furprizing fagacity, nei¬ 
ther can the moft perfedl human 
D d 4 wifdoro 


* The LXX render, they are •wifer than the *ivije, i. e* 
than wife men. A* alfo the Vt nfc. Xat. and Syr . 
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Sect. 34. wifdom afford a more uniform 
" guidance to the ends of being, than 

/-rbs their natural inftin£h do. 

24, The ants particularly are a col¬ 
lective body or fociety not power¬ 
ful and formidable ; yet they are 
wonderfully provident and induf- 
trious, in the propereft fummer 
feafon to lay food in ftore againft 
the inclemency and confinement 
of ftorms froft and winter. 

*6 Mountain micealfo in their lar- 
geft companies provide not by vir¬ 
tue of a fuperior ftrength a forti¬ 
fied habitation ; yet are thefe fee¬ 
ble harmlefs creatures, fecure a- 
gainft dangers, in the holes and 
clefts of rocks where they have 
formed themfelves lodges. 

27 The locufts have no king tp ad- 
minifter juftice, or general ro pre¬ 
serve ftridt difcipline among them; 
and yet they iflTue forth in regular¬ 
ly difpofed bodies, and according 
to laws of the exa&eft equity have 
each band their allotment or por¬ 
tion of plunder. 


on the 


Z£. The 1 ants 
are a people not 
ftrong ; yet they 
prepare their meat 
in the fummer. 


26. The * * * § conies 
are but a feeble folk, 
yet make they their 
houfes in the rocks; 


27. The locufts 
have no king, yet 
go they forth all of 
them by § bands; 


The 

* This infeft is faid to prepare its meat, both collefr it 
with indefatigable labour, and cut or nibble grains of corn 
to fit them fox being ftowed up, that they may not fhoot in 
the earth. 

a The tDUJ is reported by Bochart, Shaw, Sec . to be a 
large kind of moufe, lodging in mountainous rocky places, 
keeping in companies, of which one watches againft dan¬ 
gers for the reft. A harmlefs creature about the fize of a 
rabbet, but pf a browner colour, lrnaller eyes and a head 

more pointed. Tis called in Syria and Phcnicia Damon If- 
tael: and common upon jnoupt Libanus and ether moun¬ 
tains of Syria. 

§ Bands, literally by arrows, by allotment, i. e. at an 
appointed time, or ia a regularly difpofed body. 
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*g. The k fpider The crafty lizzard newt or fa- Sect. 34 -’ 
taketh hold with her lamander, with her fore-feet like ' 
hands, and is in hands, in purfuit of prey takes ^ r0ver h» 
kings palaces. }iold of flat deling, and fometimes***’ 

happens to make her abode even 
in royal palaces. 

29. There be 29. There are three things 29 
three things which whofe gait and air are diilinguifh- 
go well, yea four a hJ c for ftatelinefs and dignity ; 
are comely in going: y €a ^ ft e p S 0 p f our j^ve t hem 

a peculiar grandeur and majefty. 

30. &\\oti,*whUb A lion of the ftrongeft fierceft 3® 
is ftrongeft among kind, who prevails by virtue of 
beaHs, and turneth his intrepidity and vigour, fo as 
not away for any. t0 h e ranked at the head of the a- 

nimal creation: neither does he 
give the lead flgn of fear as if any 
bead was his fuperior, nor turn 
his back before the moft powerful 
antagonift. 

31. A c grey- A war-horfe, that mocking at 31 * 

hound, an he-goat alarms, boldly aflaileth the enemy: 

alfo, and a d king, a venerable he-goat the leader of 
againft whom there fl oc k»; and an invincible mo- 
is no riling up. narch or viftorious commander, 

who triumphs over all his adverfa- 


nes. 


32. If thou haft Never think it beneath you to 3* 
done foolifhl y in con f e f s ant j retraft your errors; 

llfun s and 


b The Spider, rather a fmall fort of lizzard, newt, or 
falamander , from it9 fpots called Jlellio: a very fubtle crafty 
creature, whole fore-feet are very like the hands of a man : 
the fpider as well as it may be in king's palaces, and its 
legs confldering the ufe made of them elegantly compared 
to hands. 

c Grey-bound, literally girt in the loins , which Dr Shaw 
ftiles a judicious tranflation ; but Schultens perhaps may not 
be miftaken in fuppofing the war-horfe to convey a nobler 
and more proper image. 

Dr Grey remarks, that he cannot fee how a king fpeak- 
ing to his people, gives any idea of a beautiful or majeftick 
gate ; and that the image is better kept up by a victorious 
king. 
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Sict. and if from an affe&ation of that Jifcipg up thy felf. 

noble magnanimity I fo defervedly or if thou haft 
.Proverbs extol, you have been tranfported thought evil, lay 
***• 3 Z> into an impotent filly pride and ^ine hand upon thy 
Supercilious ridiculous difdain of mout 
others ; or if, which is quite dif- 
find from true greatnefs, you have 
<a£fced with a fool-hardy daringnefs, 
xeftrain your vanity, and with un¬ 
feigned concern deplore your folly. 

33 You may expert men’s love or 33- Surely the 
•hatred in a great meafure to be churning of mil It 
anfwerable to your behaviour to bringeth forth but- 
them : and as certainly as ftroking ? r * an ^ wring- 

-the dugs draweth out the milk, or L* 1 ? ^ r l f,, 110 ? 

, P , .,1 bringeth forth blood: 

churning the cream produceth but- fo f he forci of 

ler, fo certainly does gentle kind wrath bringeth forth 

ufage procure their favour, or pro- ftrife. 

mote your intereft: on the other 

hand, as pinching the nofe caufes 

'* bleeding, fo does a provoking in- 

folent carriage create difgufts 3 and 

intolerable abufes give birth to the 

moft outrageous animofities and 

contentions. 


CHAP. XXXI. SECT. XXXY. 

King Lemuel’/ inJlruElions from his mother. Governors 
to avoid effeminacy and exceffes. Exhilerating draughts 
proper for the afflicted and dijlreffed. JuJlice to be 
admvujlered in favour of the filenty the helplefs , and 
extremely neceffitous . A compiehtly virtuous wife cha¬ 
racterized. 


Chap. xxw. i. Chap. xxxi. i. 


Sect. 35. 



Proverbs 
Xxxi. 1. 


T HE following ones are the * ¥^HE words of 
expressions of Lemuel* Xing c Le- 

fefpefiing the inftrudtion afforded ™ ue *» p r °phc°y 
him ; truly the feotentious impor- 1 at , ls In0til ® r 
tant difcourfe his mother uttered au ^ C im * 

for 


* By Lemuel* Solomon is generally fuppofed to be meant, 
and that his mother Bathjheha gave him thefe inftruftions; 
which exprefs a peculiar delicacy and tendernefs. 
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for directing him in the pra£Uce ofS’Ecr. 35W 
that which is right and good, and*— 
fhunning ail evil. Proverb* 

*. What, my fon? What, O my fon, are you to™ 1 *’ *» 
and what, the fon hear from me ? Wherein can I z * 
oi my womb ? and (hew a mother's tendernefs to the 
what, the fon of my deareft fruit of pregnant months 
vows * and a painful labour? And what * 

do nature and reaibn fuggeft, as 
proper to be declared to him whom 
I received from God and have 


devoted to him, whofe welfare and 
happinefs cannot but fit with the 
greateft weight upon my mind. 

3 Give not thy Sacrifice not your vigour of 3 
flrength unto wo- mind and body to enervating plea- 
men, nor thy ways f ure ^ in the f on d carefTes of wan* 
to that which de- ton anc j diflolute women ; nor fuf- 
royeth kings. fe r y OUT cour f e 0 f life to be under 

the influence of thofe engines of 
deftrudhon, which have often pro¬ 
ved fatal to monarchs, rendered 
them unequal for the talk of go¬ 
vernment,* and as duft or filth 
fwept them quite away. 

4. It is not for Further, far be it from kings, ^ 
kings, O Lemuel, O Lemuel , far be it from kings to 
it is not for kings to defeend beneath common men of 
drink wine, nor for aT] y reafon, by exceeding bounds 
princes flrongdrink. i n drinking wine ; and counsellors 

in the weighty affairs of ftate over 
much to exhilerate their fpirits 


with plentiful potations of the 
ftrongeft wine. 

5. Left they drink There is the greateft danger to ^ 
and forget the law, the community from an habit of 
and pervert the this kind; and that making drink- 
judgment of any of j n g bufinefs, they will negledl 
t c aflUQed. the engraved law preiefibing the 

limits of right or property ; and 
change judgment or deviate from 
•executing juftice in favour of them 
who are any way injured or opr 
^raffed- Ad mi# 



4i t 


A Paraphrase en the 


Sict. Adminifter the richeft generous 
* wine to him who confli&s with 

Proverbs ^e heavy weight of overwhelming 
xxu. 6. calamities: and wine that will 
fupport and comfort them, to thofe 
who feel the gall, the bitterneft, 
the utmoft acrimony of mifery. 
y Let him, to whom life feems a 
burden, drink, and in his renew¬ 
ed fpirits as it were forget a while 
his extreme neceflities ; perhaps 
never more remember with fo 
painful a fenfe fome crufhing inci¬ 
dent, or forrowful circumftance. 

* Let no power on earth hinder 
you, from opening wide your 
mouth to fpeak fully and clearly, 
in defence of thofe, who are over¬ 
awed into filence ; who are inca¬ 
pable of fupporting their own 
rights ; or whofe fpeaking would 
rot avail: and vigoroufly efpouf- 
ing the juft caufe of all thofe with¬ 
out exception, who are upon the 
point of being wrongfully undone 
confided or executed. 

9 In favour of truth and right 
fpeak freely and unrefervedly ; de¬ 
cide according to the rules of im¬ 
partial and unvaried equity; and 
a Et the generous part of a fteady 

advocate 


6. Give t flrong 
drink unto him that 
is ready to perifli, 
and wine to thofe 
that be of heavy 
hearts. 


y. Let him drink 
and forget his po¬ 
verty, and remem¬ 
ber his mifery no 
more. 


•.Open thy mouth 
for the dumb in the 
caufe of all fuch as 
are s appointed to 
deltruftion. 


9.0pen thy mouth, 
judge righteoufly, 
and plead the caufe 
of the poor and nee- 
dy. 


f A cuftom is faid to be grounded on this paflage, im¬ 
mediately before an execution began to give the condemn¬ 
ed a quantity of frankincenfe in a cup of wine, to flupify 
him, and render him infenftble of his pain : and the com- 
paffionate ladies of Jerufaiem are faid generally to have pro¬ 
vided this draught at their own coft. Lenx). Ant . Htb. Rep. 
Vol. I. P* 72. 

% Literally, fom of fajfage, which fome render fuch as 
flood condemned for fome capital crime charged upon them, 
?nd the ftroke of death fo near, that they might properly 
be faid to be ready or appointed for deftruftion. 
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advocate for the injured and op- Sect. 35* 
prefled, fatherlefs and friendlefs. 

\o. Who can find Who (hall be To happy to obtain Proverbs 
a virtuous woman ? for his confort, a woman who de- xxw ‘ 9 » 
for her pnce 1/ far ferves an univerfal good character ; lo * 

*oove rubies. an d i n her whatever he can defirc : 

there may be difficulty, but the 
excellence warrants all prudent en¬ 
deavours, for polifhed gems fall 
greatly fhort in their higheft value 
of her ineftimable merit. 

11. The heart of Her hulband’s mind, whether 1 1 
he? huiband doth at home or abroad, may be eafy 
1*ic!y trull in her, an d fatisfied, for he is perfectly 
10 that he (hall have f ecure , as to the domeflick bufi- 
no need of Ipoil. nefs he has committed to her ma¬ 
nagement: neither will he lie un¬ 
der any temptation to plunder or 
ufe unlawful methods of gain, to 
fupply deficiencies, in an houfe 
where her diferetion guides. 

!She will do Her conduft will-produce to him 12 
h;m good and not in the greateft maturity and per- 
evil all the days of feflion whatever is acceptable and 
her life. beneficial; never defignedly the 

leaft prejudice or vexation, during 
the whole courfe of her life. 


13. She h feeketh 
wool, and flax, and 
worketh 1 willingly 
with her hands. 


14. She is like 
the merchants (hips, 
ftir bringeth her 
food from afar. 


She employeth her time in offi- i} 
ces fuitable to her ftation ; in ma¬ 
nufacturing drawing or fpinning 
wool and 'flax ; and it is her plea- 
fure to be always in exercife; moft 
diligent and expert in bufinefs. 

As at the proper fcafon, the 14 
merchant freights his (hips for 
voyages, that they may return 

richly 


& *1*10 fignifies to pluck or tear off as fruit from a tree; 
and probably may allude to flax, which is pulled from a 
fibrous plant: or •wool torn from fleeces, and mixed for 

Spinning. 

» Willingly or diligently, according to a different reading 
Dr O' n prefers, fhould be rendered dtkSabiy, 



414 -^Paraphrase on 

S^ct. 35- richly laden j fo is her traffick dif- 
V" * V "* * patched to, and provifions derived 
proverbs from the greateft difiance, and her 
xxxL 14. habitation plentifully flocked with 
all kinds. 

15 Farther, £bc is vigilant and ear¬ 
ly in her family offices, and whilft 
the (hades of night and darknefe 
are not yet difperfed, rifeth from 
her bed, diflributeth among her 
domeflicks the materials for la¬ 
bour and to each of her female 
fervants their refpe&ive quantities, 
or proper tafks. 

16 As for the improvement fo is 
{he concerned for the fecurity of 
her fubflance, and after mature 
deliberation as to its value and 
convenience for her, purchafeth a 
piece of ground : as the refufc of 
her perfonal induflry {he is enabled 
to provide fuitable hands for plant¬ 
ing a vineyard. 

17 She is remarkably alert and ex¬ 
peditious in the difpatch of bufi- 
nefs, and bindeth her girdle fad 
about her loins, or prepares her 
feIf for vigorous a&ion ; and nerves 
or braces her arms with the flrong- 
efl exertions of bodily flrength. 

18 She experiences the fignal ad¬ 
vantage to her growing fortune of 
her regular negotiations: and is. 
indefatigable, early and late, to 
leave nothing undone that may 
carry her manufacture and coin-* 
Uierce to the greateft perfection. 

19 She gently reacheth out the fin¬ 
gers of one hand to twine the 
thread upon the whirling fpindle ; 
and with the other’s fixed gripe 
holdeth fleady the diflaff on which 
ihe flax is bound* 


the 


15. She rifeth al- 

fo while it is yet 
night, and giveth 
meat to her houf- 
hold ; and a portion 
to her maidens. 


16. Sheconfider- 
eth a field, and buy- 
eth it; with the fruit 
of her hands (he 
planteth a vineyard. 


17. She girdeth 
her loins with 
flrength, & flrength- 
eneth her arms. 


18. She perceiv¬ 
ed^ that her mer- 
chandife is good ; 
her candle goeth not 
out by night. v 


19. She 
her hands 


Iayeth 
to the 
fpindle, and her 
hands hold the dif- 
tafft - 


Far 
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20. She flretch- Far from being penurious, Mid Sect , r i 
eth out her hand to fame hand of induftry is open ttM ’- v 1 ^ ' 
the poor: yea, Ihe t ^ e reduced, and diftihguifhed for Wverbei 
reacheth forth her h^erality to the indigent ; yea ¥* 4 ** 20. r >» 
hands to the needy* both h er handi are ready and ex*. * " 

panded in diffributions wtierevet 
there are objedfe. 

?t. She is not a- She has no reafon to be apprfc-a 1 
find of the fnow henfive for her family from the in* : 
tor her houfhold : clemencies of feafons, the coW bf -• ; 
for all her houfhold falling fnow or the rigorous blaftfi j 
4f * clothed with k 0 f a ftormy winter: for her emito 
(Inlet. houfhold are fuitably apparelled, 

or have garments that will etffee*' 
tuaily defend them* 

22. She maketh For her own convenience, Or- *2 
her felf coverings of nament and decent proper diftinfc- > 
tapeftry, her cloth- tion, (he curioufly worketh jfolV- - 
ing is filk and pur- j n g fob^ variegated with the 
pl c * moft beautiful (hitting borders : thd 

fine linen (he is adorned itv, US* * 
fembles the produce bf Egyph and * 
the colour is the nchedr^urple. 

The acceflions of honour 
brings to her houfe are riot left 
gates, when he fit- than tbofe of wealth 4 nd power : 
teth among the el- ant j her account,- her hatband 
ders of the land. j s conspicuous in publick aiTeflv*- 

blies; even celebrated whenever 
he taketh his feat amongft per funs 

of 


23. Her hulhand 
known in the 


k Scarlet , fome interpret of the Tyriem die. See Letu. • 
Antiq . Vol. IH. p. 234. Some of two garments 
each, one for fummer another for winter : fame of the fob*, 
dier's leaguer cloak: a gown, lined, a frize caflock, a rough 
fhagg gaberdine, like tnc lrijb mantle or rug. It doubtlefs 
lignifics here, apparel that was Arong and warm ; and §cht*i- 
tcf.s renders the word twice dipt or double died : which not 
improbably was done by their ftrongeft clo'atfh'irfg, which 
Ifom thence might be ufed to denote fuch cloathing: but 
the colour it felf could not much fence from cold, and 
pompous attire cannot well be denoted. A- fauilar accmint 
however is given of the women in the ciUy of Cuenca in; 
S*-tb America, See Juan & UM, /fy. VoI4F p* : 
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eth ‘girdlesunto the 
merchant. 


25. Strength and 
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Sect. 35. of die flrft rank and character in 
the land. 

Proverbs Not only for private confump- 2 4 * She raaketh 
* 2 3» tion, but the manufa£lureth fine ^ ne linen, and fell- 
linen cloth for metchandife, and et , j? e lver- 

y ' Of-k 1 rriF/i I or 1 1 n #-n #• k a 

difpofeth of it to the beft advan¬ 
tage at the refpettive markets; 
and delivereth the finithed girdle 
to the Phanician trader* 

25 Her greateft excellencies are in¬ 
deed thofe of her mind, and her h ° nour ar ‘ h « r cl °' 
nobleft ornaments an inviolable 1 . n ?’ . 
virtue and the ftrifteft honour ; come* *** UmC ** 
which raife her above all temporal 
contingencies; and give her ground 
of triumph, even in the profpedt 
of her laft day and another world. 

26 Her converfation, far from be- 26. She openeth 

traying the leaft tendency to folly her mouth with wif- 

or impiety, is under the fteady ^ om ' an( * her 

conduct of religious wifdom ; and j° n g ue “ aw 
, ^ J? kindnels. 

in whatever the communicates, 

there are clearly obfervable the 

precepts of a prevailing truth and 

univerfal righteoufnefs. 

27 And yet the profecutes not the 27. She looketh 
moil important affairs to an ex- we ^ t0 the wa y s 
treme, and negledt of her family her houfhold, and 
intereft: but as ftationed on a eateth not the bread 

watch-tower, the commands a full 0 1 cne s ‘ 
view of all going out and coming 
in, and every thing that concerns 
her : the truly eats not the bread 
which cofts her nothing, nor can 
charge to her own negligence or 
indolence any unfavourable iffues, 

{hould they ever happen. 

28 Her offspring, by means of her 28. Her children 
(Economy and inftru£lions, rife to ar ^ e U P* and call 

eminence her 


1 Girdles were ufed to tie or bind up their floating long 
Tobesfor bufinefs or journeys; in them they likevvife carried 
their money. Levs, Heb. Anti y, Vol. III. p. 236, 
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her blefl~L'd : her 
hufband alto and he 
praifeth her. 


29. Many daugh- 
cer» have done vir- 
moufly, but thou ex* 
•elicit them all. 


30. Favour // de¬ 
ceitful, and beauty 
vain : but a woman 
4 Lat feareth the 
l ord, Ihc Ihall be 
praiied. 


31. Give her of 
the fruit of her 
h ands, and let her 
own works praifc 
her in the gates. 
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eminence and diftin&ion for wif- Sect. 3$, 
dom and virtue, power and riches; i-— v — 
and whenever they appear in pub- Proverbs 
lick, it is the general wilh and xxxl,28# 
prayer, that all mothers were like 
their's: in the illuftrious character 
of her hufband alfo (he is univer- 
fally celebrated. 

Doing juftice to others, with 2 9 
one confent they declare, that no 
fmall number of women have en¬ 
tered the marriage (late with ho¬ 
nour, and diligently attended to 
its duties; been patient of labour, 
and truly concerned to educate 
tbeir children; but in every female 
accomplifhment you have a vifible 
afcendancy; as to the degree and 
perfection have greatly gone beyond 
them. 

Only perfonal accompIiIhments,3o 
the external mien and graceful air, 
which frequently recommend to 
favour, may deceive like counter¬ 
feits: and the moft perfect beauty 
and fymmetry are fuperficial and 
fading as a bubble or vapour : but 
a truly religious, pious and virtuous 
woman Ihall Ihine molt illuftrioully 
in the Jailing praifes of all that are 
acquainted with her. 

Whoever you are that have the 3 T 
intereft of fociety at heart, think 
of exhibiting her as a pattern for 
woman kind: and you who prefide 
in publick affairs, by fome diftin- 
guilhing memorials, of tranfmit- 
tingto the lateft pofterity thedeath- 
lefs fame of her merit and virtue. 


V o i. IV. 
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A PARA- 




A 


PARAPHRASE 

WITH 

NOTES Critical, Hiftorical, and Pra&ical, 

ON THE 

Book of Ecclesiastes. 


C H A P. I. S E C T. T. 

The pubtiik fpeoker the fon of David. His fubjeft y the 
inf efficiency of all earthly fcenes as to happinefs . No 

refidue to man beyond this life of all his fecular labour . 
7 he tranfitorinefs of generations . The earth Jlable . 

The courje of nature regular. Anxiety and fatigue not 
entire fatisfaftion from refearches and tradition. No 
difhnguijhing marks upon natural revolutions . Events 

that have happened to be again expected. Enquiry into 
injuries and deficiencies. Life embittered by the know• 
ledge without the power to reftifie the former or fupply 
the latter . 


C H A P. i. I . 


Chap. i. r. 


T H E words of 
the m preacher, 
the fon of David, 
k-ng of Jerufalem. 


T HE following difcourfe, ex- Sect. i. 

hibiting in a popular flile in* u — 
ftru&ions of religious wifdom; as Eccles. 
to the fpeaker of it is juftly afcribed i* *• 
to the fon of David y and like- 
wife his fucceflor in the Ifraelitijh 
government, 

E e a O utter 


m The reverend attd learned Mr Peters fuppofes this to 
be a fermon preached by Solomon , but long after his death, 
e. to have been compofed out of hi 9 remains : and that 
the prophet lfaiah hath left a little mark of his own hand* 
writing, Supphm . p. 5> 6, 7, 8. 
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O utter infignificancy of earthly 
fcenes, exclaims the publick in- 
Eccles. ftru&or! O entire emptinefs of fe- 
2m cular good! The whole world, as 
to fatisfaffion and happinefs, has 
no more folidity in it than bubbles 
en the ftream or a diflipated vapour. 
Beyond a competency what in 


2. Vanity of vani¬ 
ties, faith the preach¬ 
er, vanity of vani¬ 
ties, all ij vanity. 


4. One generation 


earth abideth for 
ever. 


3. What profit 

his life? and after his deceafe what hath a man of all 
remains to mortal man; indeed his labour, which he 
nothing of all his laboured defigns ta et h under the fun. 
and arduous toils, wherewith he fa¬ 
tigues and exhaufts himfelf during 
his continuance in the land of the 
living? 

4 His uncertain fliort tenure for¬ 
bids any large expe£tations; fince pafleth away, and 
in an uninterrupted quick fuccef- anot her generation 
fion, generations withdraw and com eth: but the 
generations advance: though the 
earth on which all is a£led ftill 
refts on its folid bafis; and feems 
likely always to continue without 
being any way affe&ed by univer- 
fal changes. 

5 By a moft orderly difpofition, or 
according to laws of an all-wife arifeth, and the fun 
diregion, the grand fountain of S°^h down, and 
light and heat, the glorious fun, hafteth to bis place 
Jikewife conftantly arifes on our w erc e aro c ' 
hemifphere, and the fame fun fec- 

teth; even as an eager fportfman 
or moft expeditious meflenger, he 
difpatches his return, as it were, 
pants till he arrives at that quarter 
of the heavens, where he lately dif- 
played his morning rays. 

5 The motion of the wind is more- 6.The wind goeth 
over regular, one while it bloweth towar d the fouth, 
toward the South, then veereth turnel ^ a hout 
about toward the North; there is un . t0 , l . e i° rt * ^ 
-a kind of method and order of tinual , and the 
rotation even in its perpetual lhift- w j n( ^ returnet h 


5. The fun alfo 


fl¬ 


ings; 


gain 
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gtiit according to hii ings; and it goes and returns in Sect. 1. 
circuits. the due courfe of a certain ievo- ■"\r—- 


lution. 


Eccles. 


T All the riven All the rivers upon this extended *• 
run into the fea, yet earth, whether produced by ex- 7 


the Tea u not full: ccflive rains or flowing fountains, 
unto the place from agreeably to fettled laws, difgorge 
whence i^hr; rivers themfelves into the grand refervoir, 
come, thither they t |, c p ro f oun( j ocean: yet the fame 
return again. ocean fwells not to fuch enormous 


fulnefs as to burft its (Irons banks: 

O 

unto thofe very channels from 
whtnee the ftreams proceeded, 
thither have they recourfe by the 
regulations they are fubjeft to. 

8. All things art loftances might be multiplied, S 
full of labour, man where the effefls are vifible,but the 
cannot utter it: the fecret caufes and operations are not 
eye is not fatisfied with the ftrongeft efforts of reafon 

with feeing, nor the t0 b e f u ]|y comprehended, nor the 
ear filled with hear- receffes of nature , aid open . the 

ln £‘ eye the moil curious and prying of 

man's fenfes, fees not fo far but it 
is flill inclined to make frefh ob¬ 


servations: nor does the ear receive 


9.The thing that 
huh been, it is that 
which fhall be; and 
that which is done 
that which ihall be 
c! me : and there is 
no new thing under 
the lun. 


from the refearches of others, fuch 
compleat information, that it can 
take in no further intelligence. 

The fubjedb are in all ages the 9 
fame, and the conftitution of things 
fo unalterably fettled, that what has 
been in pail fhall be in future time: 
like fa£ts which rtbw appear upon 
the theatre, fhall hereafter be per¬ 
formed: the fame effects may al¬ 
ways be expected from the fame 
caufes; and there are ftriQly fpeak- 
ing no diflinguifhing figns of one 
time more than another, nor any 
certain new tokens for particular 
revolutions in nature. 


10. Ts there any Is there one individual event, 
thing whereof it may {hat from a peculiarity of circum- 

hc E c 3 fiances 
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A Paraph ease on the 


Sect. i. fiances can properly point to itfelf 
v 1 *“■" and declare—rl am of a fiiort ftand- 
Ecclea. or thi S is the firft time I ever 
l ' lQ ‘ happened: the fame hath doubtlefs 
been obfervahle, even frequently* 
repeated in feveral ages at the 
greateft difiance. 

11 All that occafiom the Teeming 
novelty plainly is, that no one re- 
colle&s the entire feries of pafii 
tranfa&ions, nor are memorials 
preferved of them: neither will 
monuments be ere&ed to tranfmit 
as fingular, future ones: with thofo 
which fhall fucceed throughout the 
longeft currents of after time. 

12 As to m,y felf, whofe inftruftions 
you are now aflembled to attend 
to, once as tbeir monarch I govern¬ 
ed the Ifraeliies , and my royal 
palace flood in the famous city 
Jerufalem, 

13 And in my eminent ftation, with 
excellent opportunities and no de- 
fpicable abilities, I moft diligently 
applied to make myfelf matter of 
that branch of wifdom, which con- 
fifieth in a perfe< 5 t acquaintance 
with all human fituations, defigns 
and performances in this lower 
world: this Teeming heightened ca¬ 
lamity, that the Almighty hath ap¬ 
pointed to mankind Tuch diverfuies 
of labours, to lead them to due ac¬ 
knowledgments of him and reduce 
them to duty and virtue. 

14 I have taken a very exaft Turvey 
both of their refpe&ive ftations and 
their behaviour in them ; but have 
not been able to difeover, through 
their own default, that they anfwer 
the godrlike intention of them, or 

generally 


be faid, fee, this it 
new? it hath been 
already of old time 
which was before.us. 


t t. T&ere hn o re¬ 
membrance of form¬ 
er things: neither 
fhall there be any re¬ 
membrance of things 
that are to come, 
with thofe that fhall 
come after. 


12 .1 the preacher 
was king over Jfrae) 
in Jerufafem. 


13. And I gave 
my heart to feek 
and fearch out wif¬ 
dom, concerning all 
things that are done 
under heaven ; this 
fore travel hath God 
given to the Tons of 
man to be exercifed 
therewith. 


14. I have feen 
all the works that 
are done under 
the fun, and be¬ 
hold, all is vanity 

and 
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and " vexation of generally reap the invaluablcadvfcn-'SEcr. i. 
fpirit. tage: rather that they are empty 

offolid fatisfadliort, and their fpirits. ^ CCLBf * 
preyed upon. u ! 4 * 

1 That whkh is The diforders injuries and in- * 5 
crooked cannot be equalities prevailing among them, 
made ftrarght: atod are too confiderable ever in this 
that which is want- world to be reduced to proper mea- 
ing cannot be num- f ures . and deficiencies more numc- 

cre * rou& than can be fupplied, or fo 

much as their total amount taken. 

I comniunod I fedately reflected with myfclf, 16 
with mine ownheart, faying, it is obfervable how great 
faying, lo, I am I am made: attd am a£tually ef- 
come to great eftate, teemed to poflefs higher degrees of 
And have gotten wifdom, than any of my predecef- 
more w.fdom chw. fors Ae fway of the lfr ae H ( }Jh 

been ^fo?e a me a in fee P Kr: '"deed I have had longex- 
jerufalem : yea, my F* r ‘ ence t0 improve me inT (Mick- 
heart had great «c- ne ^ of apprehenfion, diftinttnefs 
perience of wifdoiu of judgment, and all that know- 
and knowledge - . ledge which is to be acquired*. 

17. And I gave And I applied my utmoft crM 7 
my heart to know deavours to be perfectly acquainted 
wirdom, and tofcnow with all branches of fcience: clearly 
0 madnefs and folly: to difeerw that light of truth, which 
1 perceived that this fhaneth moil) illuftrioufky in itu owit 
alfo is vexation of native beauty, and likewise the 
’P in£ * oji polite to it: until I was; hilly* 

convinced,, that this* likewife, fo 
£ e 4 far 


r fetation of the ingenious and 1 ericicat Dtfvoueutf 
renders prey food or companion fb* the wind. Thus - ’ Chap', ii. • 
7 — chet profits of their occupations are » vapour that goes/ 
aiong with the wind till nothing remains of chctn Sea Phi/.’ 
Obfcrv p 360. and fac. Guffet. Com. L* Ebrdie. in Hj/Dl 
T\\t additional phrafe feems to imply besides, emptinefs, 
fomething of uncafinefs and remorfe to find things to. 

0 Defvoueux renders wifdom and the knowledge of wljflt* 
ever ii lhining and fciencei Thus lilcewife. Pfal. difr 9* Thtfe 
njjbimt f bad made to Jhine, ii es. who were moll indebted to 
uic for favours, or whofe profpeipty was ( owing to me, 
fwore againft, 6v. Philo/. Ohferv. on Ecclef p. 385. 
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A Paraphrase on the 


Sect. i. far from giving happinefs, preyeth 
v —upon the fpirits. 

Eccles. For a life of dofe ftudy and dili- 
i. 17, 18. g ent con ft ant application, is quite 
different from a gay and unthink¬ 
ing, frolick and effeminate one: 
ftrong exertions of the mind are 
truly laborious; and penetrating 
deep reflexions fetch up many a 
figh like thofe of troubles and Ioffes. 


18. For im much 
wifdom is much 
grief: and he that 
increafeth know¬ 
ledge, iocreafech 
forrow. 


'CHAP. II. SECT. II. 

Satisfaction and happinefs not in philofophical refearches , 
nor yet in the moji refined pleafures : raifing Jlately 
buildings: planting vineyards ; or planning out gardens: 
numerous attendants: nor large treafure with the 
charms of mufick. Mortifying reflexion on them alL 
Ver, I—12. 


Chap. ii. 1. 


Chap. ii. t. 


- T speculative wifdom not affording 
• E —J- lr me fubftantial happinefs, I next 
Eccles. refolved, faying to my fenfitive fa- 
ii. 1. cutties— roufe ye to extra# all the 
virtue it will produce, , whilft I 
entertain you with an experiment 
in pleafure, and as you enjoy, 
weigh the entire value; this alfo I 
had occafion to pronounce infufE- 
crent and empty. 

2 So far from giving them weight, 
as having any intrinfick excellence 
from a due effimation, I could not 
avoid faying exprefsly to fcenes of 
unmeaning loud laughter, how 
filly and ridiculous are you? and 
to the gayeft mirth, what doeft 
thou avail as to rational fatis- 
faXion? 

3 For another trial only, againft 
inclination, for my natural bent 
led me to wifdom and I ftill purfued 

it, 


I Said in mine 
heart, go to now, 
I will prove thee 
with mirth, there¬ 
fore enjoy pleafure: 
and behold, this alfo 
is vanity. 


2.1 faid of laugh* 
ter, it is mad: and 
of mirth, wbat doeth 
it? 


3. I fought in 
mine heart to give 
my felf unto wine 
(yet 
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{ yet acquainting 
mine heart with wif- 
dom ) and to lay 
hold on folly, till I 
might fee what <waj 
that good for the 
ions of men, which 
thev fhould do under 
the heaven, all the 
days of their life* 


4. I made me P 
great works,! build- 
ed me houfes, 1 
planted me vine¬ 
yards. 


5.1 made me gar¬ 
dens and orchards, 
and I planted trees in 
them of all kind of 
fruits. 

6.1 made me pools 
of water, to water 
therewith the wood 
that bringeth forth 
trees. 

7. I got me fer¬ 
vants and maidens, 
and had fervants 
born in my houfe; 
alfo I had great pof- 
feflions of great and 
fmall cattle, above 
all that were in Je- 
rufalem before ms. 


Ecclesiastes. 425 

it, with a perfect command I in- Sect. z. 
dulged myfelf in plentiful pota- 
tions: not to contract the habit, ^cclm. 
but to form juft apprehenfions, 4,# 
what is fignified by this kind of 
fottifhnefs and ftupidity, and what 
degrees of good and happinefs 
there is to be experienced in that 
particular inftance of fenfual gra¬ 
tification to which fuch multi¬ 
tudes of unthinking mankind de¬ 
vote their health, fortunes and 
whole lives. 

In planning any publick works, f 
I gave them the exadeft propor¬ 
tion, and the utmoft magnificence: 

I raifed me edifices, that were both 
truly fplendid, and in all refpe&s 
commodious: and planted me vine¬ 
yards that would in due feafon pro¬ 
duce the greateft plenty of the 
richeft blood of the grape. 

Conformably to rules of the S 
niceft tafte, I laid me out gardens, 
for variety of the moft beautiful 
flowers and ufeful herbs: likewife 
orchards, and ftocked them with all 
manner of the choiceft fruit-trees. 

Againft droughty feafons, I pro- 6 
vided me ponds, canals, or large 
cifterns, for receiving water j and 
aqusedutfs for conveying it in proper 
quantities to fupply my feveral 
nurferies of thriving young trees. 

At no fmall expence I purchafed 7 
me male and female fervants, and 
had continual additions made to 
the number of my domefticks by 
the children that were born of 
them: my ftock, likewife, of herds 
and flocks greatly exceeded that of 

all 


p Literally, / rrmdt my works great. 
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Sect. 2. all the wealthiest men, who in any 
former age had refided in Jeru- 

Bcclhs. falem . 

In the largeft quantities I farther 


the 


a. 7, 


S. I gathered me 


A ^ _ 

0 a mailed to mylelf the riches of a Ho fdver and gold, 
gold and filver: and whatever wat» andthepeculiarrrea- 
moft curious, fcarce and valuable, fure of kings-and of 
therefore treafured up by kings, or l ° c P ror ^ t:es: I 2** 
kept in the cabinets of* rulers of "*-nien ^fingers, and 

provinces: further, to give an higher the q deli jj ts of the 
rclifh to pleaftire I added the charms fons ^ m g en> mu _ 
of mufiefc; and procured me ma- f Jca l inftruments.ani 
iters in the harmonious art, and that of all forts, 
women who had thefweeteft voices; 
alfo, thofe choiccft inftrumems of 
all kinds, which are delighted in, 
by the bell judges among mankind 
of foothing tranfportiog melody, 

g In a few Words, as to whatever 9. So I was great, 
power and wealth command, I was an d increafed more 
diHinguilbed for greatnds: and t ^ ian l ^ at werc 
continually making the quickeft , ore * n J cru k" 
further advances in all earthly dig- f m * a 0 . m *. w Jf 
mty, above evtgry thing that had mc 
been known in the city Jtntfakm: 
neither had this height of iiate or 
giddy circle of pomps and vanities 
impaired my wfidom. 

10 With underflanding how to ,0 - whatfa- 
apply them, and with all this pro- ever mine eyes de- 

fulion of fecular advantages, I ire “» * 

4 - ,_. £ , ric . c* - from them i I with- 

freely gratified, myfelf ,n whatever beU Mt „ Eeart 

was acceptable and delightful: if from any joy; for 

any thing could afford entertain^ my heart rejoiced in 

trrent I certainly procured it: for a lf my Jaboar, and 

my mind derived pleafure to the this was my portie* 

ucmoflr that it could beftow from of all my labour. 

all my labour: I truly’ thought, 

enjoying in an- higher degree than 

others, the only benefit of my 

greater pains T the proper ufe of all 

my endlefs fatigues. 

Then 

* Delights, &c. Dffcouex interprets female captives. 



Bodk cf 

ii.Then I looked 
on all the woiks 
that my hands had 
wrought, and on the 
labour that I bad 
laboured to do: 
f behpJd, ill *wa* 
vanity and vexation 
of fpirit i and there 
*was no profit under 
the fun. 
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Then I weighed in the exa&eft Sect. z. 
balances of an impartial judgment, 
all my acquifitions, whether of Eccles. 
knowledge or pleafure, according 11, Ix * 
to their real intrinfick value, and 
rn comparifon with the trouble 
they had coft me to obtain them; 
and truly if I had expected happi- 
neft it was not without this ex¬ 
treme mortification, that the whol* 


was empty of it, and my reflec¬ 
tions (till uneafy: neither according 
tt> the exa&eft balances was there 
the leaft furplufage that my care 
and pains defbrved not. 


SECT. in. 

Contemplation of knowledge refumedy a fid likewife. that 
ef ignorance . The. preference in man# refpeCts due ta 
the former . Their, equality in feme* Mortality alike 
the fate of wife and fooUJJit ulfo ablvqiop as to the hulk 
of mankind. The uncertainty into whofe hands ejfe&u 

jhall fall. This world . not, the object of ardent affeClions* 
Plca/urable enjoyment not transferable: not the refufa 
of labour x but of divine bounty* Vex. 12, to the end * 


Chap. ii. ta*. 


A ND I turned 
myfelf to* be¬ 
hold wifdom and 
madnefs, and folfy: 
for what can the 
mao eh that cotneth 
after the king? wen 
that which hath been 
already done. 


Chap. ii. 12. 

A S one diflatisfied that he hasSECT. 3.' 

not been* able to difeover the**— i i v , j 
objed of his very felicitous en-.^ CCLEI * 
quiities, I returned to examine orf 11 * l2 * 
all fides, and all particulars feparste* 
ly, of that knowledge which may 
ilFue in wifdom as contrafted with 
ignorance which leads ta folly : 
for if it be afked, what obfervatione 
are in. the power of mortal many 
after thofe which' the king hath 

made? 


f Compare this with Marc . Aurel. Anton . Medit. Liiu 
VIII. to fee the united teftimony of two of the moll illu- 
llrious, greatell and bed men ia favour of wifdom, integrity, 
and univerfal virtue* 
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A Par a phr ase on the 


13. Then I Taw 


Sect. 3. made? the anfwer is obvious, only 

v~—^ to repeat what he has dont. : go 
Eccles. further he cannot, nor have fairer 
1U I2 ‘ opportunities, greater advantages. 

13 And from diftinftly confidering 
all circumftances, I was fully fatis- that» wifdom excel- 
fied, that the adequate ideas of true leth folly, as far as 
knowledge, have in the fame degree %ht excelleth dark- 
the fuperiority, over the uncertain " c ' s * 

perplexed (late of wild ignorance, 
as light hath over darknefs. 

14 In ftri&nefs of fpeaking, the re* 14-The wife man’s 

fle&ing and intelligent man’s eyes eyes are in his head, 
are in his head, for his direction to hut the fool walk- 
proceed with fafety and fhun many “ jjarknefs: and 
hazards: whereas the ignorant and P ercwvc 

though tlefs, as walking in unguided h eth t0 tbem 
oafcunty, knows not which way ^ 

to take, or whither he is going, 
eafily {fumbles into the grofleft 
errors and is always in danger: 
neverthelefs, this difference does 
not conftitute any vifible difparity 
as to contingent events, and the 
common fate of dying. 

15 Of confequence, whatever pre- . 15. Then faid I 
rogatives of fcience I maintain, or m y heart, as it 
how large foever my experience, happeneth to t e 

in thofe refpedls there is no diftinc- e7en t0 me P f and 
tion made betwixt the ignorant and why was j then 
the knowing; not betwixt the fate w jf e ? Then I faid 
tvhich attendeth the fillieft and moft ; n my heart, that 
defpifed of mankind, and that which this alfo is vanity, 
waits for me myfelf who am fo 
highly efteemed: and what purpofe 
ferves then all my applauded ex¬ 
cellence or preeminence of thinking 
and wifdom? if there be no higher 
view of them than fecular benefit, 

I muft conclude it a very inadequate 
and unavailing one, 25 to compleal 
fetisfaftion. 

For 

• Literally, there is excellency to 'ivif.lam* 


• J ' 
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16. For there is For I (hall not only die but Sect. 3. 
no 1 remembrance fhortly be forgotten ; there is no 

of the wife more monument to be hereafter ere&ed Fccles. 
than of the fool for unt0 the wife, that will fecurehis^ 1 
ever; feeing that j mmorta l fame, as contradiftin- 
w ic now u in t e g U j{^ e( ^ from the foolifh and brutifh: 

all be forgotten: we fee in what an entire oblivion 
and how dieth the numberlefs memorable fa£te of paft 
wife man? as the times are buried5 and we have no 
fool. reafon to doubt the fame as to thofe 

which exift in our own days: and 
what material difference is there in 
the wife man’s departure out of 
life? it is dying equally as the 
fool’s is. 

17. Therefore I From this juft view of the final 17 
hated life, becaufe iffue of all human affairs, 1 became 
the work that is lefs attached to the world; much 
wrought under the more indifferent about leaving it: 
fun ;/ grievous unto e fpecially as its various (ituations 
mej or all // vani- are crouc j e< j w |th anxieties, or 

ipirt” VeXatl0U ° loaded with difficult tafks and heavy 
* burdens: for what alas! is the re- 

fult of all, but empty (hews of 
happinefs, difappointed hopes and 
conftant difquietudes? 

18. Yea, 1 hated Indeed I grew lefs and lefs con- 
all my labour, which cerned, about that application of 
I had taken under induftrious care, I had beftowed in 
the fun: bccaufe I this fublunary ftate, for the acqui- 
ihould leave it unto f lt j on c f p 0W er and riches: on this 

account that death would diveft 
me of all; however valuable my 
poffeffions were, I muft quit them 
to him that (hall fccceed me. 

And who has prefcience enough *9 
eth whether helhall to afeertain his diftinguiftiing qua- 
be a wife man, or a lities; whether he (hall be endued 
fool ? yet fhali he w j t h underftanding to admire their 
** ave excellence 


the man that fhali 
be after me. 


19..And who know- 


1 Defvoucx renders, there is no monument erefted to the 
wife, and be (or his memory) fhali be for ever with the fool. 

Phihl Oi /. cn Ecdef. p. 467. 
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Sect. j. excellence and anfwer their inten- have flrie over all 
V i>v«« i tion; or be ftupid and throw con- m X labour, wherein 
^Eccles. tempt on them? However, he who ^ have laboured, 
“• J 9 - had no /hare in the folicitude, (hall and wheTei n I have 
in his own right take the benefit, w ^ e 

of that wherein you have employed 
many tedious days of life, and 
/hewed an extraordinary wifdom. 

All your effects then, as to your- 
felf, are properly referabied by the 
breaking bubble or the di/Spated 
vapour. 

20 Being plainly fo little interefted 20 - Therefore I 
. in, or likely to be happier for all went a hout to caufe 

fecular advantages, I thought it but heart to defpair 
- reafonable, m a kind of defpon- which j took under 
dency, to withdraw my affections, ^ p un 
or moderate my induftry as to the 
methods of obtaining them. 

21 On this account truly, that how- 21. For there is a 

ever conformable a man’s perform- ® an whofe labour 
anccs are to the laws of found wif- " in wifdom, and in 
dom, fcrupulous prudence, and the ^ n0 . w e B e ’ an In 
pl&meft integrity; yet he tnuft ^ h , ath ' 10tIabour . 
leave all the benefit to be polTeffed ed therein> fta „ he 
by one who has had no hand in the j eave f or ^ s p 0r _ 
labour. This /hews the world’s tion. This alfo is 
emptinefs, and is often peculiarly vanity, and a great 
afRiftive and vexatious. evil. 

22 For how inconfiderahle the be- 22. For what hath 

nefit that is referved to a man’s roan kis 

felf, for his continual fervile labour; labour, and of the 

and for the corroding'anxiety of vexat.on ofhuhea« ; 
v 1 . i 1 wherein he hath la- 

heart, wherewith his natural % j j._ pKa 

/Irength has been exhaufted in this p un 

tranfitory world. 

23 Efpecially if it be further con- 2 3- Fot ^is 

fidered, that in a multiplicity of , are f °r r0 . w ?* 
inftances, the whole term of man’s and travel 

wearifome being, is attended with ^ ea . e ^ c ta f l 

affl.aive incidents; and his depen. This i$ alfo 

Jant flavjth iituation a kind ot 
grievous fuffering: even iff the 

ffight 
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24. There is no¬ 
thing better for a 
man, than that he 
ftiould eat and drink, 
and that u he Ihould 
make his foul enjoy 
good in his labour. 
This alfo 1 faw that 
itnvsu from the hand 
of God. 


25. For who w can 
cat, or who elfe can 
haiten hereunto more 
than I? 


26,For God giveth 
to a man that is good 
in his fight, wildom 
and know ledge* and 
joy : but to the Tin¬ 
ner 


night defigned for repofe, his un- Sect. 34 
eafy bufy thoughts are frecjueotly * 
awake to interrupt and as it were FccLtft. 
haunt his {lumbers. This (hews “■ 2 3 * 
a lib, how void of folid fatisfa&ion 
the prefent {late is. 

There is nothing of intrirfick 24 
worth to a man's perfcwi in thefe 
advantages beyond what he can 
enjoy; neither can he properly 
value all the effects of his induftry, 
by other meafures than as they ad- 
rninifter to his pleafure; gratify hi 9 
appetites or fupply him with con* 
veniencies: This is further obferv- 
able, that his enjoyment is not 
merely the refult of his labour, nor 
yet absolutely at his option, but by 
permiffion of or owing to the good 
hand of providence. 

I myfelf may be reckoned an in- 25 
fiance in fupport of the foregoing 
remark, for being a peculiar fa¬ 
vourite of the great and bountiful 
difpenferof all good, in whofe power 
was it to have a truer relifhof earth¬ 
ly enjoyments, or who could with 
higher pleafure refleft on them? 

For in the courfe of his provi-26 
dence, and as the refult of his con¬ 
duct, the Father of Lights vouch- 

fafeth the man who rendereth him* 

/ 

felf acceptable to him by conform¬ 
ing 


u He Jhovhi make his foul y &c. T)efvoutx renders for this 
J. 'bail borrow him from his labour . If ever that tyrannical 
owner labour parts with man its property, it is only by 
way of loan : aud pleafurable enjoyments mud foon return 
him. Labour is at it were the creditor of pleafure. Phil . 
Ohf p. 396. 

w The above author renders, who Jhall eat , and who 
JhaH enjoy abroad from him ? thus the whole world is repre- 
fented as God's noufc, and God himfelf as the bountiful 
difpenfer of all that is contained in his habitation. PhiL 
Obf. p. 279. 
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^Paraphrase on tbe 


Sect. 3. ing to his laws, prudence experience 
- J and the nobleft pleafure: whereas 
the mean Tinner, Teems only em- 
u * ployed as an inftrument, in the 

irkTome labour to collcdt and heap 
up provifions for him, in due time 
to diftribute to the upright and 
benevolent who (hall truly enjoy 
them. This is an inftance of the 
emptinefs of the world to tbofe 
who often poflefs moft of it; and 
what uneafy reflections they muit 
feel, who have that which anfwers 
do purpofe to them. 


ner he giveth travel# 
to gather and to 
heap up, * that he 
may give to him that 
is good before God. 
This alfo is vanity 
and vexation of 
fpirit. 


CHAP. III. SECT. IV. 


'Time at large fufceptible of an endlefs diverfity of viciffi- 
tudes and tranfaftions . No lajltng fatisfaftion in fecular 
advantages . Eternity intimated to man y that he may 

not prejume to determine any thing of the ways of pro¬ 
vidence by his prefent imperfect views. Enjoyment and 
communication the ufes of earthly blgffings . Every thing 
beautiful in its proper place of the whole perfect fcheme 
cf divine government. A plain relation in the fever a l 

parts to futurity . Prevailing iniquity proves a judg¬ 
ment to come , Speculative difficulty from the nature of 
fouls of men and of brutes . No returns after death . 


Chap. iii. 1. 


Chap. iii. 1. 


Sect. 4. * I ^ O all objeCts and events on 
Jl the grand theatre of this world, 
Eccles. there is aflignable a diftinCt portion 
iii. 1. of time marked out by their exifting 
in it; and a particular feafon that 
they continue, to every aflFeClion 
or determination of the human 
mind. 

The 


T O every thing 
there is a fea¬ 
fon, and a time to 
every purpofe under 
the heaven. 


* That he may give, &c. Defvoeux interprets it is his pur¬ 
pofe that men fliouid be exercifed therein, to give evidence 
of himfelf. Thus he renders Prov. xvi. 4. The Lord hath 
made all things to be evidence of himfelf nay the wicked to be 
fo in the day of adverftty % Phil. Obf. p. 462. 
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2. A time to be The generations of mankind have Sect. 4. 

born, and a time to their refpe&ive periods of being 
die : a time to plant, born into an earthly date, and by Eccles. 
and a time to pluck d eat h 0 f quitting it: the vegetable “ u 2 * 
up that ic is p rot j U( £j ons their feafons wherein 


planted. 


they are planted; and alfo, after 


3. A time to kill, 
and a time to heal: 
a time to break 
down, and a time 
to build up. 


4. A time to weep, 
and a time to laugh, 
a time to mourn, 
and a time to dance. 


5. A time to call 
away Hones, and a 
time to gather Hones 
together: a time to 
embrace, and a time 
to refrain from em¬ 
bracing. 


6. A time to get, 
and a time to lofe: 
a time to keep, and 
a time to call away. 


they have taken root and a while 
flourifhed, that they are plucked up. 

Certain conjun&ures there are 3 
when life is destroyed, others when 
it is recovered from imminent dan¬ 
ger: times when oppofite iffues 
' take place, and towns are both laid 
in ruins and afterwards rebuilt. 

Occafions likewife from the 4 
events of time for various affedlions 
to operate, and a different behaviour 
to be put on: tears to (hew the man of 
forrow, and laughter to exprefs fome 
fudden joy: an heavy pace in fable 
weeds, the difconfolate mourner, 
and the brifkeft motion in dances, 
him that has a merry heart. 

In the inftability of all human 5 
affairs, there is one time when as 
ulelefs with the utmoft negleft men 
throw away ftones; another that 
they gather them with the exacted 
care as absolutely neceffary: of 
human affeflions likewife, atone* 
time friends meet not without the 
fondeft embraces, at another is 
obfervable a peculiar diftance and 
(hynefs. 

Favourable opportunities there 6 
are of improving people’s fortunes, 
and unfuccefsful times when they 
are the greateft fufferers: feafons 
when men are provident, and foli- 
citous to fecure the goods of for** 
tune for many years, and future 
fervice; and when they diflipate 


t 


Ff 


with 


Vol. IV. 
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Sect. 4.^ with Xhe utmoft profufenefs of an 
*■*' unthinking extravagance, ; 

.Eect^s. There are times of epidemical 7. A time to rent, 
U1 * *• 7 * diftrefs or publick calamity, when and a time to fow: 

rending men’s garments, putting * time to keep fi- 
on lack-cloth, and covering them l ence » an d a time t# 
with dufts and afhes, feem proper ^P ea ^ : 
expreifions of their aiRiCted fcnfe of 
- their ruinous condition; and feafons 


of feftivity to which whole apparel 
and fplendid raiment appear a- 
dapted: certain occafions which 
very reasonably determine them to 
lay their hands on their mouths in 
, a profound filence; and different 
circumftances that naturally open 
their lips to fpeak with the utmoft 


unreferved freedom. 


8 There are particular times when 
perfons receive the ftrongeft marks 
of an extraordinary regard and af¬ 
fection; others that indifference or 
an high degree of negleCt and ab- 

r jborrence is fhewed: feafons, that 
with refpeCt to all the world, people 
enjoy peace and Safety: changed 
ones when they meet with violent 
oppofitions, or when the Rames of 
war are kindled. 

9 From a due confideration of this 
unfettled ftate of things^ it may 
properly be alked, what is the re¬ 
sidue of permanent good, or the 
total amount of real happinefs, that 

. arifes to man out of any particular 
fituation, wherein he can exhauft 
his ftrength or fpend his days ? 

10 I have been no incurious ob- 
Jferver of the various conditions and 
employments of mankind ; even of 
that general tafk of fervile labour 
to which, the Infinite Majefty, by 
i the laws of his providence,. hath 

fubjcCled 


8. A time to love, 
and a time to hate : 
a time of war, and 
a time of peace. 


9. What prrift 
hath he that work- 
eth, in that whereia 
he laboureth ? 


to. I have fees 
the travel whichGod 
hath given to the 
fons of men to be 
exercifed in it. 
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11. 7 He hath 
made every thing 
beautiful In his time ; 
alfo be hath fet the 
world in their hearty 
fo that no man can 
find out the work 
that God maketh 
from the beginning 
to the end. 


IcciEJUitij. 4J$ 

fubje&cd them a while to be dflci- Sect. 4. ' 
plinod with or occupied in. c — 

And I am fully fatisfied, that it ^ flCLES * 
notwithftanding fome feeming irre- m * l l * 
gularities and diforders, which for 
very wife and gracious purpofei 
are fuffered to prevail at prelbnt* 
there is a beauty and propriety in 
every part of the divine coiiftitu*- 
tion; and the entire fcheme fhaH 
appear, with the utmoft perfpicuity 
and certainty, in fome grand future 
period, tp have been, taken alto¬ 
gether, an admirably perfect and 
moft harmonious one: further, their 
natural hopes lead them into a fu¬ 
ture indefinite fpace, or unbounded 
eternity of duration; for this plain 
reafon, that they may not prefume 
to judge of the large defigns of the 
fupreme governour by the fcanty 
me a fures of their own Ihort-fighted 
and imperfeil views; nor vainly 
expe£f, from beginning to end, to 
comprehend his ways, all undoubN 
edly, though not vifibly contri¬ 
buting to one great purpofe; but 
may wait and reft contented, in 
hope of a revelation that will fet 
all matters right, and clearly fheW 
that their day and place were moft 
proper for them. 

As to fecular advantages, I am 12 
very certain, that they are fo far 
from being man's fupreme good or 
final happinefs; their principal value, 
during the fhort continuance of this 
mortal life, is their immediate ufe 
in our own accommodation and 
the benefit of others. 

F f 2 And 


t See Pet. CrJt. Dijf. from whom the paraphrase of this 
$ aflagt is in part takyn, p. 4 3 p, 


12. I know that 
there is no good in 
them, but fo Taman 
to rejoice, and to do 
good in his life. 




U 1 . 13. 
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And farther that fo long as his 
labour is fucceeded, and he is fa- 
Eccles. voured with the blefling of health 
that he can do it, it is his duty in 
moderation to eat and drink and 
enjoy the fruits of his various in* 
duftry: neither is it to be quedion- 
cd, but that the Almighty in what¬ 
ever he beftows allows and defigns 
this. 

14 As to the entire fcheme of divine 
providence, with the plain relation 
all the feveral temporary parts bear 
to eternity, I am fully convinced, 
it is the bed, the mod beautiful, 
and the mod perfect that is poflible 
to be contrived: it could not but 
greatly fufFer, by the lead addition 
ordiminution: and it has this evident 


the 

13. And alfo that 
every man lhould 
eat and drink, and 
enjoy the good of 
all his labour, it is 
the gift of God. 


14. I know that 
whatfoever God 
doeth, it (hall be for 
ever: nothing can 
be put to it, nor any 
thing taken from it: 
and God doeth it 
that men fhould fear 
before him. 


reafon, for its certain condant refe¬ 
rence to futurity, that men may be 
virtuous and pious here, on account 
of what may happen to them in that 
vad and endlefs hereafter. 

15 In the feries of events, thofe 
which for a little time now exid, 
are of the fame nature with thofe 
which were formerly: in the fame 
rotation or orderly fucceflion, that 
they have proceeded in time pad, 
will they each for a fhort time ap¬ 
pear in that which is to come: and 
that which is carried down the ge¬ 
neral dream, beyond the power of 
human view, or into the land of 
oblivion, an Omnifcient Being only 
can invedigate, and doubtlefs will 
in due feafon recover from ob- 


15. That which 
hath been, is now ; 
and that which is to 
be, hath already 
been, and God re* 
quireth that which 
is pad. 


1 


feurity. 

i6 Again, I remarked in the divine 16. And more- 
government of men under the no- over I f aw under 
tion of moral agents \ agreeably to t ^ ie . ^ un P* ace 
tbeir natural liberty by laws and judgment; that 

fanftions, wicked ' 
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wickednefs was 
there : and the place 
ofrighteoufnefs,Mn/ 
iniquity was there. 


iy.l faid in mine 
heart, God (hall 
judge the righteous 
and th£ wicked: for 
there is a time there 
for every purpofe, 
and for every work. 


10. > I faid in my 
heart concerning the 
cilate of the fons of 
men, that God might 
manifeft them, and 
that they might fee 
that they themfelves 
are bealfo. 


Ecclesiastes. 41 

fan£ions, the frequent wilful vio- Sect. 
lation of thefe laws; even in places 
where they ought to be moft re- ^ CCL 
ligioufly obferved: iniquity pre-” 1 * 1 ^ 
vailing in courts of juftice; and 
ebrruption reigning where the 
ftri&eft equity was expeded, with 
the fad detail of injuries and mi- 
feries that followed. 

Ifany thing, furely fuch proceed- 17 
ings of wicked judges and perverted 
power in this ftate, call aloud for 
redrefs in another: and I rcafoned 
from them with the utmoft ftrength 
and certainty, that there will come 
a time, when God himfelf (hall 
judge the world both of righteous 
and wicked, and right and equity 
take place : for in this condition of 
probation, men are generally per¬ 
mitted to do what they pleafe with¬ 
out control; hence thofe frequent 
inftances of injuftice and oppreflion, 
irregularity and confufion ; but in 
another the good and evil {hall be 
no longer intermixed, therefore the 
proper feafon commences for ftrift 
juftice to take place, fuch as the 
nature and will of God require. 

No other conclufion can be fairly 18 
drawn from fuch a fituation of af¬ 
fairs; unlefs fome would argue,great- 
ly to the difparagement of human 
nature, that perhaps mankind ar^ 
hereby to be humbled in their oWrv 
conceits; or after all are creatures 
F f 3 beneath 


* Peters obferves, that there were only two conclufion# 
poflible to be drawn from the great irregularity here men¬ 
tioned : and both occurred to the wife man 1 # thoughts i 
either that God will judge the world, &c. or that mankind 
after all is a creature below the care and notice of the Deity. 
Crit. Dijj\ p. 422. , 
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Sect* 4 * beneath the care and notice of the 
Deity* to difplay them before the 
immeofity of his nobler produc- 
uu 18, cions, to their own full conviction, 
that in reality they are no better 
in their capacities, or in his eftimate 
than brute beads, who have no un* 
derlUnding: and therefore jruy be 
fuffered, like thefe, to prey upon 
. one another here, without any fear 
or danger of being called to an ac¬ 
count for it hereafter, 

3 ^ • For it is experienced and undeni* 
able, that the fame events happen 
to men which happen to beads; 

' ap indance which might feem more 
particularly to favour this notion is, 
that one dieth as well as the other: 
further the mechanical principle of 
refpiration or breathing gives no 
material difference: fo that man, 
hath no determinate mark of ho- . 
nourable diftin£lion, that afeertains 
him to be above the brutal part of 
the creation: for in this relpe£t all 
are alike properly compared to a 
bubble or vapour. 

20 Their bodily fubdances and 
whatever is vifible of both fpecies’s 
go unto one common receptacle: 
all were originally formed out of 
the dud, and they all return to duft. 

? i Who does not allow further, that 
there is fome difficulty in philo- 
fbphjcal Speculations about the na¬ 
ture of the fouls of men and brutes i 
and in proving that they go different 
ways at their death: one afeends 
to another date of exiftencej the 
other defeends into the earth, or is 
Jubjetded to an utter extinction of 
being* 


tbi 


19. Forth** which 
befalleth the Tons of 
men befalleth beads, 
even one thing be¬ 
falleth them: as the 
one dieth, fo dieth 
the other ; yea, they 
have all one breath, 
fo that a man hath 
no preeminence a- 
bove a bead, for all 
is vanity. 


20. All go unto 
one place, all are of 
the dull, and al! 
turn to dull again: 

21. Who knoweth 
the fpirit of man 
that goetb upward, 
and the fpirit of the 
bead that goeth 
downward to the 
earth. 


Apd 
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~tti Wherefore I 
perceive tkat firr' r> 
nothing better than 
that a man Ihould 
rejoice in his own 
works; for that is 
his portion: for who 
(hall bring him to fee 
what fhaJJ be aftev 
him. 


Andewn in this view of things, Sect. 4, 
my rvftfbning is juft, that mortal • 
man can do no better than enjoy, 
and take plea fare hi the fruits of* 11 ' 3Z * 
his induftry; for that is all that 
remains to him of advantage from 
them: fince whatever he acquires, 
who after his detnife (hall return 
him to this world, to infpeft how 
thofewho fucceed him difpofeof it? 


C H A P. IV. S E C T. V. 


Qbferyat'ions on injuries and oppteffions, The advantage 
of the dead over the wretched living: and even the un¬ 
born over [pcRotors of the evils and calamities of this 
world . Succefs expo fed to envy, The idler remarkable 
for it. Evil of avarice. Benefit of partnership. Regard 
due to merit y rather than tojlations and dignities, 

Citap. iv. r. Chap. iv. 1. 


S O I returned and 
confidered all the 
oppreflions that are 
done under the fun: 
and behold, the tears 
of fuch as were op- 
prefled,and they had 
no comforter.; and 
on the fide of their 
opjirdtofS there was' 
power, but they had 
no comforter! 


t. Wherefore I 
pralfed the dead 
which are already 
• dead, 


H AVING already fomewhat Sect. 5. 

animadverted on the obftruc-.*- - v— >J 
tion o£ the courfe of juftice; I re- Eccles, 
tufned further to consider the de- 1V * *• 
plorable fubjeft, and its tnoft grie- 
Vons confequences: even all the »n-> 
jurioushard ufagemen are frequent- 
Jy in this proihifcuouv world loaded > 

With by fraud or violence : and 
pray do you obferve, with what 
bitter cries and tears the fufferers. 
lamented their heavy fate, and yet 
touched no one's pity or humanity 
enough, to have their burdens 
lightened, or their grief afluaged: ' 
and on the part of their opprefibrs, 
there appeared the ftrongeft fupport 
of civil authority wealth and friends; 
bat they had not the leaft kindnefs 


of tendernef9 {hewed them. 

\ Wherefore I pronounced the 2 
dead, who in their early days, or 
at the greateft diftance of time de- 
F f 4 . . , v' ' -paPteA 


i 



3. Yea, better is 
he than both they. 


440 A Paraphrase on the 

Sect. 5. parted this life, and are at liberty, dead, more than the 
happy and triumphant in compa- living which are yet 
JEccles. rifon with thofe unfortunate per* alive* 

,v * 2 > fans who are alive until now: 

whofe teleafe is thus delayed} and 
who are as it were dying daily; 
and continually finking under the 
weight of mifery. 

3, Indeed exclufive of futurity, more 

deiirable than either condition is .... 

that of the unborn: who have not hath not yet 

at all experienced, or conflifled r 6en ’ ^ ° -? nc £ 

. . . r . , » r u feen the evil work 

with that heavy load of troubles that is done under 

and forrows, which wickednefs hath t ^ e f un< 

brought upon this mortal being. 

4 Again, I remarked upon all the 4 - Again, I con- 
different laborious fituations in life: ^ j Fec * all trave , 

m0 /Y f r;“ y 7 eVefy aC u UratC work. TatV this 
and nmlhed performance, that is a man u envied of 

an honour to its author; and at the hk neigh b 0 ur. This 

fame time expofes him to the envy a ]f 0 vanity and 

and jealoufy of his neighbour. This vexation of fpirit, 

alfo as to any lading advantage 

(hews the emptinefs of earthly 

things, and the large mixture of 

evil and uneafinefs which attend 

them. 

5 The idle and ilothful fits down 5. 2 The fool fold- 

with inactive folded arms; and ^is hands to- 
fixed refolutions againft all labour gf t ^ er » eatet h 

and diligence: yet ready to eat his ls own 1 

own flefh with rancour and vexa¬ 
tion, to fee the indufirious enjoy 
plenty and profperity. 

6 Still, if there be no way to them Better u an 

hefides pains-taking, he concludes handful <ivit quiet- 

* nciSi 

u * 


■ Peters remarks on this paflage from ve r . 4 to to. that 
It is a deferiptioji of the foft and the voluptuous life ; of fuch 
as belipved a Deity but (like Epicurus) imagined him to be 
foft and idle as themfelves; and that he had given them this 
prefent life meerly that they might enjoy it to the full, &c. 
lor that there was nothing after it to be hoped or feared. 
frtf. Gri(. DiJJ\ p. 2*. 
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nefe, than both the 
haacU full with 
travel and vexation 
of fpirit. 


7 Then I return¬ 
ed, and I faw vanity 
under the fun. 


8. There is one 
alone , and there is 
not a fecond; yea, 
he hath neither child 
nor brother: yet is 
Chere no end of all 
his labour, neither 
is his eye fatisfied 
with riches, neither 
faith he, for whom 
do I labour, and 
bereave my foul of 
good ? This is alfo 
vanity, yea, it is a 
fore travel. 


9. Two a\e better 
than one: becaufe 
they have a good 
reward for their 
labour. 


10. For if they 
fall, the one will lift 
up his fellow: but 
woe to him that is 
alone when he fai¬ 
led*; 


Ecclesiastes. 441 

it better to be fatisfied with the Sect. 
fmalleft pittance, whilft he has eafe 
and reft, peace and quiet; than Eccle*. 
the greateft abundance with con- 4V * 
tinual toil, and that anxious care 
which prey upon the fpirits. 

In my further animadverfions, I 7 
could not but obferve upon a cha¬ 
racter in life, oppofite indeed to the 
former, but in the other extreme 
and equally frivolous and extra¬ 
vagant. 

It is plainly that of a certain in- 8 
dividual, that feems feparate from : 
the reft of mankind ; without 
fecond or partner to lhare, children 
to provide for, or near relations to ’ 
inherit; and yet his labour is inde¬ 
fatigable and endlef 9 , and his de¬ 
fires are not Hinted even by a mul- 
titude of riches: neither can he 
himfelf account for his conduct, as 
appears when he refle&s to the fol¬ 
lowing purpofe,—for whom do I, 
reclufe and Tolitary man, bellow all 
thefe .pains, and wholly deny my- 
felf the comfort and pleafure of en¬ 
joyment? Beyond all queftion, this 
is idle and foolilh, a moll irkfome 
and troublefome mifpending of 
being. 

Even from motives of intereft 9 
and felfilhnefs, he might enter into 
connections: for in many cafes, a 
partnerfbip has greatly the advan¬ 
tage of a Angle perfon: there is 
larger hire for, or more emolument 
arifing from their common labour. 

Again, in cafe of dangerous ac- i© 
cidents, or unforefeen difafters, 
another's friendly hand will fupport 
his falling aflociate; whereas the 
calamity might have been fatal to 

him. 
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Sect. 5. hini,left alohetoconHi£l with it, and Ieth: for be bath ndfc * 
v i^w. j no one that knew him to affift him. another to help him. 

Ecctea* Further, during the inclemen- 11. Again, if two 
iv. 10,u. c i c3 0 f a w intry feafon, if two take lie together, then 
their repofe under one and the fame they have heat: but 
canopy, they mutually derive from how can one be 
thence a comfortable warmth: but warnT ? 
how flowly and with what extreme 
difficulty is it that a Tingle peribn 
procures due heat? 

12 And. in a conteft* if the adver- 12. And if one 
fary be too powerful for one alone prevail againft him, 
to difpute the matter with, and two fhall withftand 
plainly force him to give way ; yet him, a threefold 
two in concert will make ftronger ls 
refinance, neither will they be more ***' 

eafily overcome than a three fold 
cord is broken. 

13 Better qualified for properly dif- 13. Better is a 

charging all the duties of life, and poor and wife child, 
even for the higheft office in the than an old and 
{late, is a deftitute and obfcure ^ho 

youth of condud and abilities; than Wl1 ^ ^ ore 

an old and ignorant monarch, who mom 
is in the utmoft need of them and 
yet fpurns at all prudence and fober 
counfel. 


14 From the loweft condition of 14. For out of 
neglected abjc£l poverty, or even prifon he cometh to 
a. prifon, one for his exalted merit reign, whereas alfo 
may reafonably afeend the throne t ^ t born * n 
the other, though he had been heir kingdom bego- 
apparent, does unavoidably eclipfe raet “ ^ oor * 
all his glory; and the nations fafety 
may render it expedient for him to 
be depofed, or reduced to great ex¬ 
tremities. 


I p I remarked upon the temper and r 5* ^ confidered 
t behaviour of bodies politick, and a11 the livin S w h» ch 
how the people commonly refort b walk under the fun# 

at 


b Walk under the fun , the image Dtfvotux fuppofes a 1 hided 
to,is that of a man who does not value the inconveniency, as 
* great 
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with the feet)rid child 

chat lhall ftand up 
in his ftead. 


16 . There is no end 
of all the people, 
even of all that bate 
been before ftotn' 
they aJfo that come 
after ft all not rejoic* 
in him: furely this 
alfo is vanity, and 
vexation of fpirit. 


tec LTt I.A StES. 441 

1 at all events to,pay their court* taSEcr. 
the fecond perfoa in the kingdom : *-»*v**s 
or In what hurry they are to teftlfy Eocls*. 
regard to the next in fucceffiotii ^ *S' * 
There is ho (lability or coft*v6 
(fancy in the humours or caprices of 
a giddy populace: this has been m 
experienced by the crowned heads 
of all former times: whatever there 
may be in present appearances to * 
the contrary, yet pofterity will* be 
the fame, and not always rejoice 
in him, whoever he is, that fways 
the feepter. This is doubtlefs an 
inftance how empty earth is of 
folid happtnefs, how thanging its 
feenes and how frequently afflictive 
and vexatious. 




C H A P. y. : SECT. VI. 

Deliberate forms thoughts reqjite in things facred ... 
Solemn Vows not to be deferred much lefs evaded in , 
their performances. The greatJ wickednefs not matter 
of human afieniflment that it is fufferedy for under the 
divine infpefiian. Retributions not exactly proportional 
here: yet forne mortals not Jo happy as they are imagined 
to be. The infufficiency of rubes for happinefs. Sound repoji 
from the labourers temperate me ah: broken rejl from 
abundance. The frequent confumption of wealth: not to 
be carried out of this world: religious gratitude due, 
if it be enjoyed. 

Chap. v. i. Chap, v. I, ^ 


K eep thy foot 
when thou goeft 
to the houfe of God, 
and be more ready 
to hear, than to give 
the facrifice of fools: 
for they confider 

not 


I N engaging in the offices of de-SscT. 6 . 

votion, as narrowly watchingl — -v—J 
your fleps, obferve the exadteft Ecclej* 
rules; and take care to have yonr v *• 
zeal rather directed to moral obe- 
dienee; than to offer the unmean* 
irtgfacrifices of ignorant filly people: 

for 


great at it was in the climate of Jud*a> of walking in a 
place expofed to the fcorching heat of the fun, provided he 
may by lo doing tefttfy his regard for the perfon he attends 

oa. Phil. Obf p. 363, 
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Sect. 6. for they are uncertain, whether they 
*—*do good or evil by, and are better 
Ep2L*s._or worfe for, their external ob- 
v. i. fer vances: whereas virtue is the 

confelled good, eflential perfection, 
and nobleft happinefs of all men. 

2 As to your expreflions, avoid all 
hurry and confufion, and let not 
the unchecked ardour of your 
thoughts, precipitate the words, in 
the mod awful prefence. For the 
Eternal Deity, as inhabiting the 
higheft heaven, tranfeendeth all in 
excellency, and you are only an 
earth-born mortal: therefore be 
fparing in your difeourfe as is dat¬ 
able, to an impreflive fenfe of the 
fupreme majefty. 

^ For .as uneafy confufed dreams 
often proceed from a. multiplicity 
of perplexed bufinefsY fo is an un¬ 
thinking man's voice remarkable 
for pronouncing, an incoherent 
jumble of infignificant fenfelefs 
terms; 

^ Neverthelefs, if you have brought 
yourfelf under any facred engage¬ 
ment, or folemn promife, be not 
dilatory in performing after the 
compleateil manner: for it be¬ 
tokens folly and ftupidity to have 
no purpofes or fteady refolutions: 
if you have the lead regard to 
characters make a prompt and full 
difeharge of whatever you have 
lawfully vowed, 

^ It is more prudent and fitting 
that you fhould leave yourfelf at 

entire 


the 

not that they do « 
evil. 


2. Be not rath with 
thy mouth, and let 
not thine heart be 
hafty, to utter any 
thing before God. 
For God is in hea¬ 
ven, and thou upon 
earth: therefore let 
thy words be few. 


3. For a, dream 
cometh through the 
multitude of bufi- 
nefs, and a fool’s 
voice is known by 
multitude of words^ 


4. When thou 
vowed a vow unto 
God, defer not to 
pay it: for he hath 
no pleafure in fools; 
pay that which thou 
had vowed. 


5;. Better is it that 
thou Ihouldeft not 
vow. 


* Evil, the Chald. paraphrafe here feems to give a fuller 
more compleat meaning by the mention both of evil and 
good : they confider not whether they do evil or good. 

4 Thing, fome interpret oath whereof the great God ia 
witnefs. 
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vow, than that chon 
(houldeft vow and 
not pa/. ' 


6. Suffer not thy 
mouth to caufe thy 
flefh to fin, neither 
fay thou before the 
angel, that it was 
an error: wherefore 
ihould c God be 
angry at thy voice, 
and deftroy the work 
of thine hanus. 


entire liberty, by not vowing at Sect. 6 i 
all; than that after you have for- 
mally entered into the obligation, Ecclbs, 
you (houid think of difpenfing v * 
with, or not punctually executing it. 

Suffer not your mouth by the 6 
frivolous exCufes you make with it, 
to occafion your weaknefs and in- 
fufficiency to (hew themfelves, in 
flying off to that which is quite 
foreign to the purpofe; as indeed 
every thing is after you have made 
a vow but keeping it: neither pre- 
fumptuoufly declare in the prefence 
of the Levite, or Prieft’s meffengec 


who waits upon to remind you of 
paying; it is a fmall fault the effeCl 
of ignorance, miftake, or fuddem 


* 

j. For in the mul¬ 
titude of dreams and 
many words, there 
are alfo divers vani¬ 
ties: but fear thou 
God, 


8. If thou feeft 
the oppreflion of the 
poor, and violent 
perverting of judg¬ 
ment 


paflion, why (houid it be either ex¬ 
acted or punifhed ? rather why (houid 
you hereby incenfe the Almighty, 
as upon a guilty perjured man, to 
fend down judgments, and deftroy 
the fruits of your induftry. 

For though there is a natural re- 7 
femblance betwixt wild extravagant 
dreams, and a jargon or confufed 
heap of words; both being alike > 
worthless and infignificant: yet with 
refpeCt to every thing that direCtly 
concerns an Infinite Being, you 
(houid aCt mod religioufly, and 
tremble at the thoughts of incurring 
his difpleafure. 

If you remark, that by men of* 
power, the indigent, who ought 
efpecially to be fupported, are 
loaded with the heavieft burdens; 

and 


* There was a fpecial law againft a man who was flack 
in paying a vow, recorded Deut. xxiii-. 21. and angel not’ 
improbably may denote the prieft’s fervant difpatched to 
levy thefc voluntary jgntributions. See i Sam, ii, 13—16. 
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Sect. 4. and to the reproach of a whole pro- nest and jdftfte in 
*■ ■*v^ vince, Co far frprn the injured * province, marvel 
JxcLfli. being righted, under form of law* not at the “tatter, 
violences, plunders, downright rob- f° r be that n higher 
beries are-commonly pra&ifed; be 1 a ^ h'gbeft re- 


v. 8. 


ardeth, and tfcert 
t higher than the/. 


9. Moreover, the 


not fp aftonifhed at- the irregular 
difpenfaUon ae to cherifb fears and 
doubtG of a moft juft providence: 
for he who ie eternally exalted 
above all earthly rule, is not an un¬ 
concerned fpe&ator: and there 
certainly are either in this world* 
or one in another, thofe that are 
greatly fuperior to them, who can 
and will call them to an account for 
the fhocking feenes, and diftribute 
impartial juftice. 

g Befides, the produce of the earth, 
which they are not deprived of, P 1-0 ^ of the earth is 
who commit thefe outrages, is his * or » th* king 
creature and the common refource '?/*/* ! s ‘ erved b / 
and fupport of all: the king him- t e e ‘ 
felf has offices performed and health ^ 

brought him from the field; there¬ 
fore indeed ought, both in equity 
and good policy* alike to protect all 
his faithful fubje&s* 

10 And what great advantage do le.HethatJoveth 
they make of their exa&ions and filler, rtiall not be 
oppreflions? he whofe inclinations Satisfied with filver: 
are moft intent to monopolize n ° r ® that 

1 r 1 11 - creafe. This is alfo 

accumulating filver, lhall not be it 

fully fatisfied with the greateft 

■ quantities of the (hifling ore; nor 
he whofe affections are moft eager 
after large poffefliops, or after acon- 
ftant hurry and buftlejiappy with the 
greateft revenues, or perpetual con- 
courfes of people. This alfo plainly 
evinces the world’s infufficiency 
and emptinefs as tp affording com* 

. pleat felicity. 

In 
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11. When goods la proportion as men advanoe Seer. 
increafe, they are . in opulence, the number commonly * — v -J 
jocreafed that eat of dependants and acquaintance -Ecciab. 
them: and what improves to confume it: and after**• 3 
good u there to the a COjn petency what extraordinary 

owner thereo , av- have t h e nghtfyj owners ? 

none at , all f befid « fe * d 7 th « r 

eyes or pleating their fond imagi¬ 
nations. 

12. The fleep of In fame refpe£ls the jnduftrioUfc 1 ^ 
a labouring man is poor feefi£ to have the advantage, 
fweet, whether he and his fleep ordinarily refrefhing 
eat little or much: and found, whether his meals be • 
but the abundance plentiful or fcanty: whilft the 
of the rich will not r j c h .man’s perpetual fatiety, or 
foffer him to Jleep. haunting cares frequently difquiet 

his reft. 

13. There is a There is a moftafflidtive grievous 13 
fore evil •which I circumftance, which I have ob- 
have feen under the ferved in the world attendant on 
fun, namely riches opulence, viz. that the very means 
kept for the owners w hereby men ufually propofe hap- 
thereofto their hurt. pi ac f s . aj e inftrumental to maka 

them mifcrable: and riches trea- 
fured up, and moft ftri&ly guarded 
for the benefit of the proprietor, 
happen by other’s fpoiling or him- 
fclf perverting them to be pre¬ 
judicial and even pernicious. 

14. But tfcofe riches Notwithftanding all a man's 14 

perifh by evil travel; arduous care, T»y numberlefs un- 
and he hegetteth a lore feen accidents or calamities his 
fon, and there is no- greateft wealth is loft or fquander- * 

•king in hit hand. e d : fo that if he have only iflue 

one fon, yet nothing of his paternal 
•eftate (hall remain to be left to him. 


13. As he came 
forth of his mother’s 
womb, naked fhaU 
he return to go as 
he came, and fhaU 
take nothing of his 
labour which he may 
carry away in his 
hand. 


In the fame condition of indi-15 
gence and nakednefs that he was 
born, (hall he die ; as he came oat 
of his mother’s womb, fo return to 
his mother earth: and out of all 
the once large fruits of his induftry, 
and obje&s of his anxious thoughts, 

be 
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Sect. 6. he fliall not have the lead refidue 

t 

■ v —^ within his power or at his difpofal. 

Eccles. And this appears to be an aggra- 
v* 16. vation of all other evil and afflic¬ 
tion, that whatever he hath poflef- 
fed, in all refpe&s as he entered 
upon, (hail he quit this earthly 
being : and what great benefit then 
accrues to him who hath been the 
mod laborious, for that which at 
death is entirely difflpated as a 
vapour by the wind. 
xy Befides that with views of par- 
fimony, he hath eaten his folitary 
morfel, or fpent his whole life in 
the utmoft privacy: like one im- 
poverifhed in his fubdance, and as 
to health in a confumption, he hath 
praftifed a voluntary abdinence till 
he became a meer fkeleton, from 
corroding anxieties, or a repining 
temper. 

My repeated inference then mud 
be worthy of your attention, that 
it is man’s intered, and truly a&ing 
mod confidently, or with the 
greated beauty and propriety, by 
moderate chearful indulgences, fo 
long as he lives to enjoy the benefit 
of all his acquifitions: fince that 
enjoyment is truly all his perfonal 
fhare in whatever he is poflefTed of. 
19 Farther, every man, whom a 
kind providence hath favoured with 
all temporal good things, and like- 
wife with all due relifhes and capa¬ 
cities for making the greateft ad¬ 
vantage of (hem; truly taking his 
portion and amidd all his toils 
chearfully ufing the fruits of them, 
ought to edeem it an additional 
gift of a mod bountiful God, or 
one of the highed privileges here 
below. Thus 


on the 


16. And this alfo 
is a fore evil, that in 
all points as became, 
fo fhall be go : and 
wbat profit bath he 
that bath laboured 
for the wind. 


17. All his days 
alfo he eateth in 
darknefs, and he 
hath much forrow, 
and wrath with his 
ficknefs. 


18. Behold that 
which I have feen: 
it is good and come¬ 
ly for one to eat and 
to drink 3 and to enjoy 
the good of all his 
labour chat he taketh 
under the fun, all 
the days of his life, 
which God giveth 
him: for it is his 
portion. 

19. Every man 
alfo to whom God 
hath given riches 
and wealth,and hath 
given him power to 
eat thereof, and to 
take his portion, and 
to rejoice in his 
labour; this is the 
gift of God. 
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20. For he fhall Thus, making plenty fubferviept Sbct. 60 
not much remember to temperate pleafure, life will pals 
the days of his life : on j n fo fmooth and gentle a cur- E cc les* 

rent, that he {hall only as tranfient v ' 2 ®‘ 
feafons remember its more difagree- 
able incidents: fincehis natural and 
reasonable defires are gratified, in 
a way fuitably to the will of God, 
the laws of the creation, and to his 
own entire fatisfa&ion. 


becaufe God an- 
fwereth him in the 
joy of his heart. 


c h a p. vi. Sect. vii. 


Torment rather than fathfalhon arifing from riches. The 
fate of an abortive that neither enjoys nor deftres any 
thing preferable to that of men in thefe circumjlances • 
Infat table defires the fourees of mifcry. The few wants 
of nature eafily fupplied , and the fame in all men. Mortals 
Jecmingly ignorant wherein happinefs confifts , and of 
futurity . * 

Chap. vi. 1, 2. C H A p. vi. I and 2. 


T here »an 

evil which I 
have feen under the 
lun, and it is com¬ 
mon among men ; 
A man to whom 
God hath given 
riches, wealth, and 
honour, fo that he 
wanceth nothing for 
iiis ioul of all that 
he ddireth, yet God 
givcth him not pow¬ 
er to eat thereof, 
lat a (Iranger catcth 
it. this is vanity, 
and it is an evil 
di eafe. 



world, and at the fame time an Eccjles. 
epidemical one; viz . the frcnuent vl * l » 2 * 
extreme infelicity of men who 
command all the ingredients of 
temporal fatisfadfion and happi¬ 
nefs: or the fordid grovelling fpiric 
and eondudt of a perfon , to whom 
providence hath vouchfafed riches, 
profperity and an exalted dignity3 
fo that there is plainly no deficiency 
of any thing he can reafonably de¬ 
fire for his accommodation or plea¬ 
fure; and yet his talents do not 
appear in a due improvement, and in 
being properly mailer of his advan** 
tages: but one no way related to 
him enjoyeth them. The world 
in fuch hands may furely be deno¬ 
minated infignificant, nay it is a 
G g kind 


Vot. IV. 



• i* Paraphrase on 

Sect. 7. kind of difeafe, punifhment or 
^ ^ mifery. 

Eccles. Jf a man’s offspring fhould be 
v1, z » 3 * multiplied to an aimoft incredible 
number, and the years of his life 
alfo greatly prolonged; fo that on 
account of his age and experience 
he be promoted to the higheft Ra¬ 
tion ; and yet his defires of worldly 
blefiings be not fatisfied ; and fur¬ 
ther his narrow fpirit will not 
afford him i decent fepulchre, but 
he is atlaR interred in fome com¬ 
mon grave: I pronounce the Rate 
of an abortive, to be preferable to 
his obfolete fordid condition. 

^ For it does not appear that he 
came into the world for any ufe 
and purpofe, that might reafonably 
be expected from fuch a being : he 
left it in obfeurity, without doing 
one action that honourably diftin- 
guifhed him ; and as to any memo¬ 
rials, his name (hall be buried in 
eternal filence, in entire oblivion. 

^ The abortive hath not even feen 
the light, nor known the difference 
of good and evil; therefore hath 
the advantage of more uninter¬ 
rupted perfect reR, than the mifer- 
able long-liver, who indeed beheld 
many bleflings but never enjoyed 
any. 

6 Nay though a temporal exift- 
ence, in the faid defpicable worth- 
lefs character, had been extended 
unto two thoufand years, yet hath 
he reaped no benefit from it; doth 
not the ifTue fhew that it is foon 
paR, and he himfelf with all his 
years and riches, as well as the un¬ 
timely birth,both make haRe toone 
common receptacle of afilentgi ave. 

Ail 


tht 


3. If a man beget 
an hundred children, 
and live many years, 
fo that the days of 
his years be many, 
and his foul be not 
filled with good, and 
alfo that he have no 
burial, I fay, that 
an untimely birth is 
better than he. 


4. For he cometh 
in with vanity, and 
departeth in dark- 
nefs, and his name 
fliall be covered with 
darknefs. 


5. Moreover, he 
hath not feen the 
fun, nor known any 
thing: this hath more 
red than the other. 


6. Yea, though he 
live a thoufand years 
twice told, yet hath 
he feen no good : do 
not all go to one 
place ? 
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7. All the labour All the labour that man fuftains, Sect. 7. 
of man is for his as to himfelf, centers irr fupplying — v — 1 
mouth, and yet the the wants of a perifhing body; and Ecci»ej. 
appetite is not filled. y Ct a fter unnumbered repafts, the v *’ 7 - : 

appetite is (fill Craving 1 and the 
defires are apt to be in fat table and 
unbounded. f 

8 For what hath But how unreafonable and abfurdS 
the wife more than ar e they, for what beyond a fuf- 
the fool ? what hath ficiency, that is of any great figni- 
the poor that know- fication to him, hath the wiieffc in 
eth to walk before his generation, as contradiftinguifh- 
the living ? ed from the moft heavy and ftupid? 

Indeed the fame wants and fupplies* 
that he hath, who is in the loweft 
ftation, that underftands himfelf, 
and a&s fuitably to his cirfum- 
fiances and character. 

9. Better is the More confident is it to be fatis-9 

fight of the eyes, fied with that which all plainly fee 
than the wandering to be neceflary, and to be within 
of the defire : this is the compafs of all; than to give an 
alio vanity and vexa- unbounded range to irregular affec¬ 
tion of Ipirit. lions after fnperfluous wealth: 

which if acquired, would be ex¬ 
perienced to be empty of fblid hap- 
pinefs, and mod probably an occa¬ 
sion of greater une&fmefis and vexa¬ 
tion. > 

10. That which When I look on his numberlefs to 


hnth been, is named 
already, and it is 
known that it is man: 
neither may he con¬ 
tend with him that 
is r mightier than he. 

O 


projedls this way, I cannot but in 
amazement pity and contempt afk, 
what is that which exids for a little 
fpace of time? a thing that is fre- 
G g 2 quently 


f Mightier , Depvoeux reading the original word in tiiphil 
obferves, that God is here reprefented as communicating his 
firength to whatever prevails againft man, i. e to thofe many 
confiderations mentioned in the next verfe, which muft force 
him to acqnicfce into that determination that he himfelf ia 
but vanity. Pbilol . Ohf p. 193. As a Jbado*w in the 12 ver. 
rhe fame author renders, under a Jbado*w t i e. in fecurity eafe 
and tranquillity ; likewile in a fhaded place where he cannot 
daccrn objeds, nor know^vhat pa fifes at a difiance. 
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Sxct. 7. quently called by its name, and is 
k known to be earth-born man: 

Eccles. neither can he conteft his pleafure, 

V1 * JO * or ftera the courfe of his providence 
who is matchlefs in ftrength. 

11 - And as to the multiplied reflec- 11 * Seeing there 
tions and arguments, that are ex- be man y things that 
preffiveof man’s di/Tatisfaaion with increafe vanity .what 

his allotment, they only enhance u man ° etter * 
his vanity and emptinefs into real 
iniquity; what benefit or emolu¬ 
ment redounds to him from all his 
windy fpeeches. 

13 Unthinking (hort-fighted people 12. For who know- 

may fondly imagine, that it is ex- eth what is good for 

ceeding eafy to point out the many man * n this life, all 

advantages of earthly profperity ; t ! ie ^ a y s bis va ^ n 

but who can afcertain what are which he fpend- 

and what are not real advantages et as a \? w ' ° r 
- . , . I ,. P who can tell a man 

of mortal man as to his truly living what ^ be aftcr 

and being happy, for the whole run him lhe f un ? 

of his days of unfettled being, which 

he fpendeth as a fhadow that is 

continually fhifting, never two 

moments exa&ly in the fame pof- 

ture? for who can inform him 

fully of the fecret affair of future 

confequences, from what has been 

tranfa&ed, during the fun’s light, 

or in this probationary world. 


41 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. SECT. VHt 

Several vulgar errors corrected. Plain temperate virtue 
preferred before the moft refined luxury. The day of 
death before that of birth . Houfe of mourning before 

that of mirth. Sharp reproof before Joothing panegyric k, 
Opprejfion before corruption. The end of a work before 

its beginning: and conjlancy before a variable precipi¬ 
tancy . Prefent times not to be complained of as worfe 

than former ones . JVijdom compared to riches , and 

the preference given to it as conferring everlajling life 
and happinefs. Ver. I —13. 


Chap. vii. 1. Chap. vii. 1. 


A Good name is 
better than £ 
precious ointment: 
and the day of death, 
than the day of one ’9 
birth. 


2. It is better to 
go to the houfe of 
mourning, than to 
go to the houfe of 
feafling; for that// 
the end of all men, 
and the living will 
lay it to his heart. 


W Hatever may have been the Sect. Pi 
falfe eftimates of a miftaken 
multitude, a virtuous chara&er, the Eccles. 
effeft of a prudent fober life, is™* 1, 
preferable to feenes of the moft re¬ 
fined luxury: and after fuch a life 
the day of death, to the moft cele¬ 
brated birth-days, alas! the inlets 
of labour and forrow. 

Greater benefit is likely to arife, 2 
in the obje&s that are p:c fenced, 
and the reflections they tend to 
excite, from frequenting afflicted 
mourning families; than from thofe 
who a:e confuming their years in 
a circle of gaiety and feafting: for 
the former is the common unavoi¬ 
dable fate of all men; and it cannot 
but on fuch occafiors appear to him 
in this affecting folemn view, who 
at prefent enjoys health and profpe- 
lity. 

G g 3 The 


I Precious ointment, or cofily oil , is very pertinently ob- 
ferved by an ingenious author to have been ufed at an 
entertainment as a peculiar branch of profufenefs: but 
fpices and dry perfumes, no oil for embalming the dead. 
The fame adds, that though the judgment of the wife be 
on l y mentioned in thrfe eight verfes, the miflaken ones of 
the multitude are implied and to be kept in view 
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^ect. 8. Thp afpeft with all the inwaid 3. Sorrows better 
-v* 1 - emotions of unfeigned forrow, have than laughter: for 
Eccles. a tendency to greater advantage hy the fadnefs of 
v *i* 3 * than the exceflife mirth' or loudefl the countenance, the 
laughter of amufements and diver- heart is made better, 
fions: for whilft the countenance 
is deje&ed, the affections and difpo- 
fitions of the mind may be hum¬ 
bled, and reduced to a date of vir¬ 
tue and true goodnefs. 

4. As a further recommendation, it 4.The heart of the 

is obferved of men of the greateft wife is in the houfe 
merit and wifdom, that they choofe °f mourning; but 
to be converfant with diftrefled the heart of fools// 
people; whereas the giddy and the houfe of mirth. 

thoughtlefs are wholly devoted to 
pleafurable frolick ones. 

, 5 It redounds unfpeakably more 5. It it better to 

to his higheft intereft, by the friend- hear the rebuke of 
ly admonitions of the wife and vir- t ^ e wife, than for a 
tuotis, to have his errors (hewed ma ° t° h ea f the fong 
him; than for a man to have his 0 00 s * 

vanity pampered and his folly in¬ 
creased, by liftening to the wanton 
fongs or fulfome panegy ricks of the 
ignorant and mercenary. 

6 For as the crackling found of 6. For as the crack- 
burning thorns under a pot, fo in- ling of thorns under 

fignificant and idle is the noify a P or » f° ts 
laughter of vain applaufe and fiat- laughter of.the fool: 

tering encomiums, beftowed by the a ^° IS van ^X* 
filly and undifeerning. This alfo 
may juftly be compared to a windy 
bubble or diflipated vapour. 

7 Bearing hard upon a man of 7. Surely oppref- 
wifdom and integrity, or loading f J °n maketh a wile 
him with injurious bad ufage, in man mad, and a gift 
order to fupprefs or fink, certainly ddlroycth the heart. 

in the end exalts him, brings his 
virtues to the teff, and renders his 

refo- 

- h Fools is (uppofed to allude to flrolling bards that fold 

out metred praifes. 



8. Better is the 
end of a thing than 
the beginning there¬ 
of : and the patient 
in fpirit is better 
than the proud in 
fpirit. 


9. Be not hafty in 
thy fpirit to be ‘ an¬ 
gry : for anger reft- 
eth in the bofom of 
fools. 


to. Say not thou, 
what is the caufe that 
the formerdays were 
better than thefe ? 
for thou doft not en¬ 
quire wilely 
cerning this. 
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refolutions invincible: whereas a Sect. S. 
favour bribe or prefent fo perverteth, s 
the mercenary man's morals and Eccles*. 
principles, that he cannot after re- vu> 7 * ■ 
ceiving it properly diftinguifb, be¬ 
twixt right and wrong, true or 
falfe, good or evil. 

At preferit the corrupted perfonS 
may feem to have the advantage, 
but confequences ought to be at¬ 
tended to; as a mechanick inftru- 
ment is likely to be more perfe& r 
and therefore preferable when finifh-' 
ed, than when it is but juft begun > 
and his performances or determina-^ 
tions, who is deliberate and con- 
ftant, than his who is precipitate, 
prefently decifive, and foon changed. 

Be not fo alarmed or tranfported 9 
with any prefent permiffions or 
difpenfations of providence, as to 
repine at, or find fault with them ; 
for a murmuring impatience or 
peevifti refcncment in thefe matters, 
can refide only in the mind that is 
fo ftupid it can look no higher than 
fenfible earthly things. 

Say nor, nor even think with 10 
any uneafmefs, what evil is com¬ 
mitted, or what juft reafon can be 
afligned, why former times, where¬ 
in our anceftors lived, or which 
we in our youth have feen, were 
aufpicious and blefted, compared'to 
prefent ones; as if the divine deal¬ 
ings were partial and unequal ? t 

for over-curious diflatisfied enquiries 
on this head, are not the effects of 
principles of a genuine prudence 
G g 4 and 


con- 


1 dfngyy^ or as forae render, the appearance of forrow in 
a defponding Ii(ce countenance; or that lituation of the mind 
whereof confufton of face is the confequence. 
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Sect. 8 . and wifdom, which would lead to 
4 i ^ —Tubmiflion and entire refignation. 

Eccles. Indeed it feems very defirable 11 Wifdom //good 
vu. ip,11.that religious wifdom fhould be with an inheritance: 


and by it there is 
profit to them that 
fee the fun. 


i 2. For wifdom is a 


connected with large property, or 
the greateft plenty of earthly pof- 
feflions: and fo long as good men 
live, there be always in their power, 
an over-plus or rcfidue beyond what 
is absolutely neceflary: 

12 For as the thickeft (hade againft 

the fultry beams of a fummer’s fun, defence, and money 
wifdom is a (belter from many in- ** a defence: but the 
conveniences, and money a pro- excellency of know- 
teftion from wrongs and infults: i ^ at wifdom 

but the difference betwixt them, hfe . ,0 them 

and the inexpreflibly greater excel- C at ave lt ’ 

Jence of one than the other confifts 
in this, that though wealth cannot, 
wifdom certainly does confer ever- 
latling.life and happinefs on thole 
who poffefs it. 


SECT. IX. 

Mortals may contemplate , but mujl not pretend to judge 
and refiify the divine adminiftration. Improvement 
their great bujinefs with the mo/? different circumj?ances y 
not affigning reafons for them. Remarkable , that the juj? 
fometimes perijketh , whilj? the ungodly prolongeth his life . 
The dire ft ion of true religion to avoid all extremes. 
Common imperfection an obligation to mutual forbear¬ 
ance. Difficulty of attaining wifdom. Its difeovery 
of the greateft danger from the fubtle arts of harlots . 
Virtue and piety the only guard againft them. Integrity 
the divine view in making man: his deviations from it 
greatly multiplied. Ver. 13, to the end. 


Chap. vii. 13, 


Chap, vii 13. 


Sect o HPAKE admiring views of the /^onfider the work 
. ~ X grand defigns of an Infinite God: for 

Eccles. Deity in his univerfal providence: , e/ f 

vii. , 3. for With the utmoft preemption of StftadTlooked! 

different 
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14. In the day of 
profperity be joyful, 
but in the day of 
adverfity confider: 
God alfo hath fet 
the one over againft 
the other, to the end 
that man fhould find 
nothing after him. 
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different ones, who has it in his Sect. 9. 
power, conformably to his own 
private judgment, to redfify what Ecclb*. 
he apprehends to have been ill de- V11 ‘ * 3 * 
fignedj or reduce to his own ftand- 
ard of order and fitnefs deformities 
and bleinifhes. 

More dutiful and beneficial is it 14 
for you to receive and duly improve 
the mod oppofite circumftances, as 
proceeding horn one and the fame 
all-difpenfing power: enjoy the 
benefit of profperity with chearful-. 
nefs gratitude and liberality; and 
under calamities indulge ferious 
deep reflections: which agreeably 
to the wifeft laws, the Almighty 
hath appointed to take their proper 
turns, that man fhould not ex¬ 
perience his future date to contain 
any degrees of this promifcuous 
kind, but to be entirely retributory.. 


i All things have 
I feen in the days 
of my vanity : there 
it a juft man that 
perifheth in his righ- 
leoufnefs, and there 
is a wicked man that 
prolongeth his lift 
in his wicked nefs. 


In the courfe of a mortal vain f| 
life, I have obferved all things to 
be in a drange condition of irregu¬ 
larity and d 1 lorder; fo far is the 
righteous from being rewarded, he 
is often refufed common judice, and 
a&ually differs as the refult of his 
virtue: on the other hand, the 
profperous days of the ungodly and 
unjud are prolonged, in the utmoft 
arrogance of pampered vice, ac- 
cufed by others and condemned by 


16. * Tjc not righ¬ 
teous over much; 
neither make thy- 
fclf over-wife: why 
(houldcft thou de¬ 
ft roy thyfelf. 


himfelf. 

I would not have fallible imper- 16 
fed! mortals to pretend to fuch a 
rigour of overdrained virtue as ad¬ 
mits of no infirmities : nor an ele¬ 
vation 


k Some render this, do not exercife jufiice loo rigorouJly % 
mithtr fet up for a man of too great nxifdom^ by pretending to 
it/orra and regulate all things. 
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Sect. 9. vation of wiftiom that is without 
"■v*^ all weaknefs; they might hereby 
EccfcEs. amaze them, but would be no Ion-- 
vii. -i6. ggj. converfe with mankind. 

17 Much lefs can I allow them to 17. Be not over¬ 
heighten common frailties into evil much wicked, nei- 
habits, and the ridiculous practice ther be thou Foolifh: 
of real wickednefs: they will always w .^y ^ouldeft Rm 
have enough foibles, they need not ^ ore t^y Re¬ 
commit follies and crimes; and 

death is enough expeditious they 
need not precipitate it by the hand 
of publick juftice or a ruined con- 
flitution. 

A . * } 

18 It concerns you grfeatly, to ad- 18. It is good that 

here fteadily to this latter inftruc- t ^ 10u Ihouldeft take 
tion, and by no means to flightthe j ^old y ea » 

former: for he who is under the j 0 ^ rom with- 
prevailing 'nfluence df v.rtue and for he tha[ feareth 
true religion fliall ■ be fo happy to God mall come 
efcape both thefe extremes and forth of them all. 


errors. 

19 The genuine-principles of this i9.Wifdomftrength- 
nioft excellent wildom, infpire the ^eth the wife, more 
fincerely good man, with greater tb an ten mighty men 
vigour and refolution, againft all wl»charemthecny. 

the afiaults of temptation, than ten 
general officers with their refpeftive 
corps, do a city wherein they are 
garrifoned to defend it. 

20 At the fame time that it muft 20. For there is 
be granted, there is not a perfectly not a J u ^ :mai J u Pj 
righteous man in this lower world; on eart ^ t |] at . oet , 
that in every inftance a&eth up to 5 an lnne 
the laws of holinefs and goodnefs, 

and never mifleth the mark or de- 


clineth to the right-hand or to the 
left. 

2i I would fuggeft this for your own 21. Alfo take no 
eafeand peace, be not over-much at- heed unto all words 
tentiveto common difeourfe, nor af- l ^ at ar ® fp°ke n ; 
fe£ted with every idle report: left you t ou e ? r ^ er ’ 
ihould fometimes detect your own vai i> c cur e ee * 

fervants 
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2 z.-For oftentimes 
a!fo thine own heart 
knoweth, that thou 
thyfelf likewife haft 
curfed others. 


23. All this have 
I proved by vvifdom: 
I fa id, I will be wife, 
but it was far from 


me. 


24. That which 
is far off, and ex¬ 
ceeding deep, who 
can find it out ? 


25.1 applied mine 
heart to know and 
to fearch, and to feek 
out vvifdom; and the 
reafon cf things, and 
to know the 1 wick- 
ednefs of folly, even 
of fooliftinefs and 
jnadnefs. 
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fervants in the mean employ of Sect. 
uttering (landers: indeed they often ^ 

take their rife tvhere they are th£ Eccles., 
leaf* fufpedled. vii. 21. 

That mutual allowances may 22 
be made, for the moft part they 
are mutually wanted ; and you may 
recoiled! inftances, upon what flight 
grounds you have taken up evil 
reports, or under fome tranfport of 
paflion ufed undue liberties with 
charadters. 

In all thefe and many othef23 
moral cafes, I have made effays in 
favour of virtue, as my reafon has 
fuggefted, and found it to be right 
and good : I purpofed and exprelT* 

]y fa id to rnyielf, I will carry my 
progrefs in this nobleft wifdom to 
perfection; but I early perceived 
my inability, and the large tradts 
that lay before me. 

Greatly beyond the utmoft extent 24 
of my enquiries is that immenfe 
held : unmeafurably deep is the pit 
of truth, whofe fhort line or limited 
capacities, however ftretched or 
moft vigorously exerted, can found 
its bottom, or reach to its full in- 
veftigation ? 

Though the objedts fometimeszs 
feemed to fly me, yet my whole 
heart being moft eagerly intent on 
the enquiry, I turned every way 
to difeern, removed all obftacles to 
fearch thoroughly, and refolved 
never to quit the purfuit, before I 
underftood the beauty and regula¬ 
rity of folid wifdom, religion and 
true judgment: alfo had acquainted 

myfelf 


1 Iflckednefs of ignorance, fome render, and the fooliftinefs 
of that which (hines moft, or is in high efteein. 
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Sect. 9. myfelf with the deformity and dif- 
* 1 * order of a ftupid impiety, even that 

Eccles. vile abfurdity of a moft arrogant 
vn. 25. profanenefs. 

26 And I am fully Gtisfied, that as 
to difcarding all virtue and piety, 
and becoming totally difTolute and 
impious, there cannot be greater 
danger and evil, than is juftly to 
be dreaded from a deluding naugh¬ 
ty woman: more intolerably pain¬ 
ful than death itfelf, will the en¬ 
tangled wretch find her, whofe 
cunning heart and pradtifed hands 
are perfeff in thofe ftratagems 
which may properly be compared 
to nets, fnares or enclofures: there 
is no means of efcaping her wiles, 
befides rendering men’s felves in an 
inflexible holinefs the care of pro¬ 
vidence: but offenders in general 
fhall be taken and faft held in them. 
27 and 28 O affembled people attend, faith 
the facred Orator, for this certain 
truth have I difcovered, by a moft 
accurate enquiry as far as I have 
proceeded, telling them one by one 
to come at the exa&eft poflible ac¬ 
count j which I am ftill profecuting 
not having yet finifhed > a very in- 

conlider- 



26. And I End 
more bitter than 
death, the woman 
whofe heart is m 
fnares and nets, and 
her hands as bands: 
whofo pleafeth God, 
fhall efcape from 
her, but the finner 
fhall be taken by 
her. 


27 and 2$. Behold 
this have I found 
(faith the preacher) 
counting one by one, 
to find out the ac¬ 
count : Which yet 
my foul feeketh, but 
I find not: one man 
amone a thoufand 
have 


m By fnares and nets. Defvoeux interprets hunting inclo- 
fures , alluding to the firft difpofitions made in the beginning 
of a hunting party, and adds it ihould be fo tranflated. 
Pfal. lxvi. 1 2. and Prow. xii. 1 2. The wicked defireth the 
hunting inclvfure of evil men, but the root of the righteous 
yieldeth, i. e. fhoots forth wood, and yields of courfe that 
natural fortification, which to the righteous is a proteftion 
againft the wicked ; and to the wicked a contrivance to 
hunt and annoy the righteous. Phil. Obf p. 404. 

The fenfe of this 26 ver. he fays, is that the means em¬ 
ployed by the female to bring the male part into fubjeftion 
are almoft infallible : agreeable to that of Efdras i.iv. 22. 
O ye men—you mujl know that women hanx dominion. 
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have I found, but a confiderable number of men, as Sect. 9. 
woman among all one amongft a thoufand, have oc- V" 
thofe have I not curxed to me, that notwithftanding Ecclbs. 
f° un d- their being in other refpe&s tranf* vu,2 7 * 2 ®» 

greflors, had not been captivated 
by this kind of fedu&ion ; i?ut not 
one woman, in the whole tribe of 
diflolute Jewd ones, has appeared, 
who might not boaft of her con- 
quefts :-or produce inftances whom 
her arts or charms had led to vice 
and ruin. 

29. Lo, this only Hear farther this fingular incon- 29 
have I found, that trovertible tenet, that whatever 
God hath made man wickednefs abounds in the world, 
upright; but they a moft Holy and Omnipotent Lord 
have fought out anc j Creator, is in no fenfe anfwer- 
many inventions. able f Qr * t . a g reea b]y l0 his pj a j n 

defign, the laws he has given, and 
the natural capacities he has endued 
them with, all mankind (hould and 
may be fincerely virtuous and pious: 
but they themfelves, have contrived 
numberlefs ways and means of 
evading laws, and fubftituting in* 
fignificant profeflions and external 
ceremonies in the room of regular 
godly lives. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. SECT. X. 

The incomparable excellence cf true wifdcm . The jufl 
laws of fociety to be confcientiovfy obferved. The con- 
fequence all proper protection. Man's prudence and 
inteYefl to difcern time and judgment. During the 
' former , events in a great meafure promifcuous: when 
the latter Jhall commence , perfe ft' equity to be difplayed. 


Sect. io. 


Chap. viii. i. 

W HO in real excellence is 
comparable to the truly wife, 
Eccles. judicious and virtuous? who is 
viii. i. equally difcerning to give the dear 
and certain fenfe or full explication 
of the abftrufeft points, fo as to 
be prepared for fpeaking and 
a£ting fuitably to all life’s fluc¬ 
tuating and mod perplexed occa- 
fions? A man's countenance derives 
a peculiar beauty and dignity from 
wifdom ; and it fo nobly altereth 
the afpedf, that nothing either of 
fiercenefsor fearfulnefs remainsin it. 
2 From this principle, I exhort you 
to obferve inviolate thofe juft laws 
which have the reigning authority 
to enforce them : and do it faith¬ 
fully, as having obliged your con¬ 
ference, by the moft folemn appeals 
in the prefence of a magiftrate. 

3 Be extremely cautious how you 
put yourfelfout of the proteftion, 
or incur the difpleafure of the high- 
eft power on earth: perfift not in 
fupporting that which was wrong 
and may prove in the iffue perni¬ 
cious 


C H 


a p. via. i. 


■w 


HOij as the 
wife man ? 
and who knoweth 
the interpretation of 
a thing? a man’s 
wifdom maketh his 
face to lhine f and 
the boldnefs of his 
face lhall be chang¬ 
ed. * 


2 . I couvfel thee to 
keep the king’s com¬ 
mandment; and that 
in regard of the oath 
of God. 


3. Be not hafty to 
go out of his fight: 
Hand not in an evil 
thing, for he doeth 
whatfoever pleafeth 
him. 


" Part of this chapter is fuppofed to have been delivered 
fo Shbnei : whether it really was or not, yet there feems a 
peculiar appofitenefs in feveral paflages to countenance the 
fuppofition. 
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cious to you* for lives once for^ Sect. i<* 
feited are abfolutely at his difpofal. ^ 

4. Where the word Where the royal edidl is illued Ecclbs. 
ofa king is, (here is forth, there is an executive powet vm * 3 » 4 * 
power: and who re ady to follow the negledt of it: 

may fay unto him, an d j n t ^ e u t m oft feverity of capital 
what doeft thou ? punifhments, who will conteft the 

royal authority, or fay to him who 
a&s under his com million, what 
fignifies your warrant ? 

5. Whofokeepeth What is directly to the purpofej 

the commandment on this head is, that penalties only 
fhall feel no evil concern evil doers: Whoever ob-^ 
thing; and a wife ferves the grand law of univerfal 
man’s heart difeern- righteoufnefs, is in no danger of 
cth both time and f u ft' er i n g g or profecutions: and in 
judgment. a jj rc fp e< £} Sj a w jf e man’s refledting 

mind will take care to form right 
diftindtions, as to the time of adtion 
and liberty, and the period to fuc- 
, ceed of judgment and retribucion. 
d.Becaufe to every In as much as thefe clearly take6 
purpofe there is time in all man’s defigns and pradtices, 
and judgment; there- and all points of view perfonal or 
fore the milery of relative wherein he can properly 
man is great upon p] acec j • there is a feafon in 

^ un ' which he chufes with liberty, and 

adts with an unavoidable fenfe that 


it is good or evil; and a judgment 
when he fhall give an account: 
which too many not duly attending 
to, involve themfelves in aggravated 
guilt and endlefs wretchednefs. 

7. Forheknoweth For whether man improve or not 7 
not that which fhall prefent time, he is utterly in the 
be: for who can tell dark as to returning feafons and all 
him when it fhall be. futurity: for who can difeover to 

him the exadt period when an event 
however important fhall take place, 
or the feries of circumftanees that 


» will accompany it. 

8 There is no man Life itfelf, the foundation of ali 
that hath power over adlion, is abfolutely uncertain 5 

neither 
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Sect. to. neither with a fovereign authority the fpirit to retain 
\ j can an y man command the vital the fpirit: neither 

Eccles. breath to remain confined within bath he power in the 
vm * 8 ‘ the tabernacle of clay : no mortal d f> f of death * and 
has the prerogative veiled in him to iher [ “ no d,rcb . a [& c 

adjourn theday of death: there is no fta] , ^ckedneh de- 
fubftitution or difmiflion in that ljver h f h 
moft dcftruflive warfare: neither given t0 jt< 

{hall wickednefs by any means 
exempt from deferved miferies the 
infatuated wretches who are wed¬ 
ded to it. 


g All this has come within my 
own observation and experience; 
and 1 gave, my mind in a moft 
diligent application, to be fully ac¬ 
quainted with all the various cha- 
radlers manners and a&ions of this 
fublunary world: as fond as men 
are of afcendency power and do¬ 
minion over one another, fome- 
times it has happened that even 
thefe have been pernicious to their 
poffeflors, and one man adlually 
tyrannifed over another at his own 
peril, in the iflue to his own de- 
ftrudlion. 

10 In other words, I have been a 
fpedtator of their funeral folemni- 
ties who had diilurbed mankind, 
who with much flate and pomp 
have made their entry into and 
their iftue from the holy city and 
the fandluary; and of their being 
buried in eternal oblivion even 
.Within that city which had lately 

been 


9. AH this have 1 
feen and applied my 
heart unto every 
work, that is done 
under the fun: there 
is a time wherein 
one man ruleth over 
another to his own 
hurt. 


io. And fo 1 law 
the wicked buried, 
who had come and 
gone from the 0 place 
of the holy, and they 
were forgotten in the 
city where they had 
fo done : this is alfo 
vanity. 


0 Place of the holy % Defvoeux interprets infamous places , 
places of proftitution from whence profligates come. And 
Solomon s defign to be, to /hew the oppofition between the 
jhfamy which the wicked drew upon themfelves in their 
life time, and the honours paid to them after their death. 
fhiL Obf p. 306. 



12. Though a fin- 
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been the noify fcene of all their Sect. id. 
a£lions and enterprizes: tht9 (hews 
the emptinefs and brevity of all ?? CLE>- 
human greatnefs. V,1L IO ‘ r 

11. Becaufe fen- Indeed the fan&ions of the law, 11 
tence againji an evil are not in their full force and dread* 
work is not executed fuI import, executed the very mo- 
fpccdily, therefore ment it is violated} and fince a 
the heart of the fons capita) punifhment does not imme- 
of men is fu ly fet ^lately fucceed every inftance of 

in t cm to o evi. w jjf u | difobedienre; too many per¬ 
vert this kind delay of judgment, 
and inflead of being hereby led to 
repentance; are only hardened, and 
refolved to fill up the mcafure of 
their iniquities. 

12. Though a fin- They have no reafonable ground i z 

ner do evil an hun- from this forbearance, to promife 
dred times, and his themfelves an indemnity; for 
Jays be prolonged, though a wicked finner, with a 
yet furely I know modprovokingobftinacy, foperfifts 
that it (hall be well cr ; mes as an hundred times 

* ? m * f at f ar to repeat them; and yet his life 

fore him ; 13 P ro,on g ed without any fignal 

marks of heaven’s vengeance ; yet 
with all reafon I mud conclude, 
that if divine dealings are fo gentle 
and patient with finners, his mod 
favourable regards and the nobleft 
felicity, are defigned for thofe who 
faithfully ferve him, and are p ex- 
tremely fearful in the lead inftance 
of offending him. 

13. But it (hall On the other hand, future hap- 13 
not he well with the pinefs (hall not be granted to the 
wicked, neither (hall w i c ked and impenitent; neither 

lie prolong his days, (hall he prolong his days, all which : 

iX'btch are as a (ha- • • 1J , n* « 

, . r , in this world are but as a flitting 

dow ; becaufe he « . . , r . & 

feareth not before ^dow, into another, fo as to enjoy 
q uc j an eternity of bleflednefs; purely 

on the account that he never would 
keep God’s commandments. 


lore him 


13. But it (hall 


Vol. II. 


H h 


There 
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Sxct. to. There arc not indeed in the prefent i4.There is a va- 
*-*—*—** ftate adequate diftin£Uoft$ made be*- nity which is done 
Ec£le*. twixt the evil and good; which upon the earth, that 
viiu 14. fhews its imperfe&ion, and that it t ^ ere men un ~ 
cannot be the whole of man’s t0 whom it happen- 
exiftence: as to fecular profperity et J cc ° r 1 c 
or adverf.ty, there are mftances of agaiD)therebew i ck . 
righteous men s being perfected ed nm to whom ; t 
and fuffering is if they were the happeneth acccrd- 
greateft finners: a)To of impious and ing to the work of 
unjuft one’s fucceeding and flourifli- the righteous: I faid, 
ing as if they were perfons of the that this alfo u va- 
higheft merit and virtue: and tho* mty- 
both are imperfect, yet the com¬ 
parative excellence being greatly in 
favour of the firft, I concluded the 
infufficiency and emptinefs of all 
natural earthly good, in the view 
of an equal moral retribution. 

15 Human affairs being in this plain 15. Then I corn- 
condition, and men’s circumftances mended mirth, be* 
not altogether depending on their caufe a man hath no 
actions, I highly applauded lively ^ ett ^ r under 

chearful fpirits in whatever ftate * ® un j \ ? n t0 , eat 
men are; in as much as temporal be . for that 
good things, afford them no private fta] | abide witb him 
advantage, equal tothatof conftant Q f his labour, the 
agreeable meals, plentiful, never days of his life, 
exceflivepotations, and regular plea- which God giveth 
fure: for that as borrowing him him under the fun. 
from them, fhall be a relief to the 
bufy cares and conftant labours of 
that induftrious wearifome being, 
which for wife ends the Almighty 
hath afligned him, during his (bore 
continuance in this lower world. 

|6 and 17 As to the clofeft application of i6and 17. When 
my thoughts to form diftintf ideas I applied mine heart 
of wifdom, and accurately to en- co know wifdom, 
quire into the laborious vexatious an r l ? j e U *~ 
bufinefs tranfafted in this earthly on earth: (for al f Q 
ftate (for feme are fo totally im- tbere is tha ) ne ither 
merfed in it as not to allow their day nor night feeth 

fatigued fkep 
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fecp with his eyes.) fatigued limbs due repofes) it iffued 4 $ect. io* 
Then I beheld all in this full conviCtion; that refpeCt-."V"—J 
the work of God, ; n g the plan G f providence, man ?. CC ^ ES ’ 
thnt a man cannot canno t find out that which is 
find out the work want j n gto give it entire perfection, 
tiat is done un er .^ e p re f ent admiriiftration of 

affairs, without fuppofing_a certain 
reference to a future w<irld: for 
whatever ftudy and diligence he 
bellows, on researches into the na- 

r q ^ 

wife man think to ture and relations of things, other- 
know it, yet fhall wife to difcover grounds and rea- 

fons for numberlefs circumftances, 
yet he (hall be far from being able 
to account for them : npt eyen a 
wife'man, though he determine to 
(pace no pains to inveftigate the 
matter^ yet (hall he never find it 
in his power to give other fatif- 
faCldry (late of the cafe, of on any 
hypothefis befides clearly explain it. 


rite fun: becaufetho’ 
a man labour to feek 
it out, yet he fhall 
not find it; yea, 
further, though a 


4 

he not be able to 
find it. 


CHAP. IX. 


S E C T, XI. 


The righteous and their fervLys a kind of referve in God's 
keeping. Moral characters not to be defined from ext¬ 
remal appearances . Promifcuous events evidences of 
imperfect ton , and occafiorys of wickednefs. The prob ac¬ 
tion of the dead concluded . The time. of life therefore 

to be improved. Succejfes frequently the refult of conr- 
curring circumfiances: and unforefeen incidents fataL 
Importance of wifdom in cafes of extreme danger . 
Preferable to military Jlrength: yet not commonly r Ci¬ 
gar ded without other recommendations , 


Chap. ix. i. 


Chap. ix. I. 


F OR all this I 
confide red in 
iny heart, even to 
declare all this, that 
the righteous,and the 
• wile, and their works 
arc in the hand of 
God; uo man know- 

eth 



fairs in this earthly ftate, here at.E CCLES * 
laft I refted them, or came to this 1 *’ K 


refolution which I freely publifli ; 
that men of integrity and true piety 
with their eminent fervices are not 
Hh 1 rewarded 
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Sect. 10. rewarded in the prefent world; but eth either love or 

V—v*-—* are a kind of depofit referved in the hatred, by all that 
Eccees. hands of Almighty God, to be is before them. 

*?■ 1 *. hereafter produced and difpofed of 
as they have deferved here: that 
fecular events are in a great mea- 
fure promifeuous; and no one to 
be concluded, meerly from external 
circumftances, to be obje£ts either 
of divine approbation or difpleafure: 
fince it is very plain that the con¬ 
dition of the righteous is frequently 
very calamitous, that of the wicked 
Remarkably fuccefsful. 

2 Nothing is more certain and un- , 2, things come 

deniable than that all things of op- a ^‘^ e t0 a ^» there ts 

pofite kinds, alike happen to per- °. n ^ cvcnt t0 1 c 
£ r ’ , r a righteous and to the 

Tons of contrary characters: one w ? cked> to the good 

and the fame event of honour or and t0 the clean, and 

difhonour, profit or lofs, health or t0 t h e unclean: to 

ficknefs, long life or premaiure him that facrificeth, 

death, to him who communicates, and to him that fa- 

and tq him -who deftroys all happi- criEceth not; as is 

nefs: to the undefiled in heart and the good: fo is the 

JifeVand to the corrupt and impure: *i nner; W he that 

to him who from a juft fenfe of re- f wear ^h, as he that 

Jigious gratitude offereth facrifices, earec an oat 
and to him who profanely neglects 
•them; that which befalieth one 


2 . All things come 
alike to all, there is 
one event to the 


.! i 

v. • 


-man ^ho keeps in the dire# road 
of virtue and God's laws, befals 
another who wilfully departs from 
■them : him who is ready in point 
of fwearing, and him who is mod 
fcrupulous and tender on the folemn 
occafioQ. 

3 This affli£tive circumftance of 
one and the fame event ordinarily 
> . happening in all earthly fituations, 
.. falls heavy on the righteous j efpe- 
.cially as it gives an occafion to the 
wicked to increafe unto all ungod- 
lincfs, and their hearts to fwell with 
* jnalignity 


3. This is an evil 
among all things that 
are done under the 
fun, that there is one 
event unto all: yea, 
alfo the heart of the 
Tons of men is full 
of evil, and madnefs 

TS 



Boob of 

u In their heart while 
they live, and after 
that, they go to the 
dead. 


4. p For to him 
that is joined to all 
the living, there is 
hope; for a living 
dog is better than a 
dead lion. 


5. For the living 
know that they ftiall 
die: but the dead 
know not any thing, 
neither have they 
any more a reward, 
for the memory of 
them is forgotten. 


6. Alfo their love, 
and their hatred, and 
their envy is now 
pcrilhed; neither 
have they any more 
a por- 
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malignity and arrogance, through 'Sect\ u. 
the whble courfe of thfefr lives; to 
that degree that in a future ftate 'Eccles. 
they afe defervedly joined to the* x< 3 * 
miferable dead in the loweft JhcoL 
And what man on earth., let his 4' 
fecular condition be ever fo diftrefs- 
ful, would prefer this difmal lot to 
it? fince al! that are Jiving miy^ 
conceive hope by a timely repent-' 
ance of efcaping fiich cortipleat 
wretchednefs; as runs theproverbiaf 
expreflkm, — the moil defpicabld' 
brute, even a dog, that is alive, has 
a better chance than the noblefi* 
the lion himfelf once dead. \ 

This is exceeding manifeft, as j 
the probation runs parallel to the ~ 
temporary exigence, and fo long as 
men live they are warned of their 
exit, and dire&ed to prepare for 
making an happy one : but thofe 
who have departed this life without 
a due improvement of it, know" 
not any thing of a further trials 
neither does there remain to them 
any opportunity from the profit of 
their pafl toils; fmceall traces and 
memorials of them are buried in 
entire and eternal oblivion. 

The fecular obje£h alfo of their 6 
fhort-lived paflions, attachments of 
averfions; their fondefi: love, their 
fixed hatred, and their torturing 
jealoufy or burning indignation are 
H h 3 aho- 


P Peters underftands the wife man as deploring the wick- 
ednefs ol his own times, and reprefenting their wrong rca- 
(onings. Thus he renders ver 4. For who is there that hat 
ary hope or truft that he jhall he ajfociated to all the living? 
i e. to the general aflimbly of them. The next ver he in ¬ 
terprets, it is better to live with fhame,' than to ( dic with 
honoui : agreeable to that beautiful paffage \u the* book of 
Ck . ii. from vet. 1. to the 11. 



7* Go thy way, 
eat tby bread with 
joy, and drink thy 
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Sect. 11. altogether loft and gone; neither a portion for ever in 
mt hereafter will any particular (hare any thing that is 
Eccl'es. them of the pofTeilions, bufi- done under the fun. 

,x * nefs or pleafure of this tranfitory 
world. 

7 O ye friends of virtue, be excited 
'chear fully to ufe what heaven vouch- 
fafes; and confcious of your inte¬ 
grity and immortality, with plea- w * ne WIt ^ a merr 7 
fure eat your bread, and drink your ^ eart i God n ° w 
lyine with joyful hearts* for what- acce P tet 1 ywor s. 
ever is your prefent condition, be 
allured, the Almighty hath deter¬ 
mined in a fhort fpace of time by 
an eridlefs recom pence to exprefs 
his entire approbation, of your per- 
fevering. labours of virtue and piety. 

8 Far ‘from mournful tokens on 8. Let thy gar- 
any account, give all becoming ments be always i 
marks ofthe n6bleft hope and joy ; white, and let thy 
let your apparel be neat and clean, head ^ !n0 oint- 
and your head not denied plenty of menC * 
the moft fragrant ointment, 
g Your eternal inheritance is not 9- Live joyfully 
afFedied by your moderate ule of all with the wife whom 
tearthly blefiings: particularly,make t ^ ou l° v eft, all 
the matrimonial ftate, the fource [h e days of the 
of numberlefs plcafures, moft de- 1 e . } 7 \ ani J 
lightful to you in connexion with * theeunderthe 
the wife who challenges your ten- fun> atl the days of 
dereft affedliens, fo long as you thy vanity• for 1 
(hall remain in this world ; where that is thy portion 
all happinefs is incomplcat, and in this life, and in 
exercifes to be conftant, and the thy labour which 
divine allotment that they fhould ,thou takefl under the 

be fun - 


q The colour of apparel among the Hebrew*, efpecially 
for thofe of the loweft rank was ufually white being the na¬ 
tive colour of wool, and moft fuited to the nature of their 
’laws, which enjoined fo many walkings and purifications; 
black was the general wearing of mourners: and the veft- 
ments of Baals prieils were'of this colour. Lew. Heb. Ant. 
y. i. p. 233. 

9 fnfftead of that, the eaflern copies read Jkt is tby portion. 
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i o. Whatfocver 
thy hand fiodeth to 
do, do ;/ with thy 
might; for there is 
no work, nor device, 
nor knowledge, nor 
wifdom in the grave 
whither thou goeft. 


be fo; not for a (bort part, butSfcr. 11, 
indeed for the full term of your*“^v^ 
mortal being: for an united parti-, ove - 
cipation is properly your (bare, and 1X ' 
only fruit of that laborious part you 
are to a£t on this earthly theatre. 

Again, the feafon being fo fhort 10 
and your everlafting condition fo 
foon to be determined, whatever is 


in your power, conformably to the 
dilates of reafon and the laws of 


providence, exert yourfelf to the 
Utmoft duly to perform: for if you 
make not a right application of 
your talents torefle£f,diflinguifhand 
be truly wife at prefent *, it will not 
fignify as to your trial, nor will 
you have opportunity, in that fepa- 
rate date to which your unem¬ 
bodied foul {hall have arrived. 


11.1 returned and 
faw under the fun, 
that the race is not 
to the fwift, nor the 
battle to the ftrong, 
neither yet bread to 
the wife, nor yet 
riches to men of un¬ 
derstanding, nor yet 
• favour to men of 
{kill, but time and 
chance happcneth to 
them all. 


12. For man alfo 
knoweth not his 
time, as the fifties 
that are taken in 

an 


I called back my thoughts from 11 
farther purfuing the above fenti- 
ment,tothe contemplation ofiffues, 
and how little anfwerable they often 
are to human probability: thus it 
occurred that the fwifteft racer does 
not always win the prize, nor the 
moft gallant and experienced officer 
gain the victory; the ingenious as 
to parts procure not themfelves ne- 
ceffaries ; the ftri&ly prudent arrive 
not at riches, nor are the folidly 
learned univerfally applauded: but 
incidental circumftances fucceed or t 
difappoint all their mod blooming 
hopes from natural caufes. 

In the moft interefting affairs 1* 
and fata] dangers, he cannot em¬ 
brace for he is not able to difcover 
the precife point of time to a& for 

H h 4 his 


1 Favour , the Syriac render applaufe , gloiy 9 fame, as a 
more proper reward of learning than acceptable™ U, 
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Sect. io. his Safety as filly fifties are taken 
n -'" — • ^ in a net, or as heedlefs birds are 
Eccle*. cau ght in a fnare; fo are uncertain 
lx * l2, mortals entangled, when on occa¬ 
sions where they leaft expe&ed it, 
they are fuddenly overtaken by 
fome dreadful difafter, or rufhing 
overwhelming calamity. 

13, 14,15 It is very certain that man’s wif- 
dom cannot guard him agamft con¬ 
tingencies ; notwitbftanding, the 
following inftance of extraordinary 
advantage from it at a moft critical 
conjuncture, cannot but greatly 
enhance its eftimation: a certain 
fmall town being weakly garri- 
foned, a potent monarch deftined 
his troops towards in order to be- 
fiege it; and raifed ftrong batteries 
not doubting but he ftiould force it 
1 to a fpeedy furrender: now there 
happened to be in it an obfcure but 
very difcerning prudent inhabitant, 
who advifed to fuch meafures as 
extricated the place from impend¬ 
ing ruin: and yet it is remarkable, 
that previous to this event,' he had 
been fo little noticed, that his name 
was not found regiftered among 
the living. 

16 Then did I freely declare the 
preference due to wifdom compared 
with bodily ftrengthor armed force: 
neverthelefs where domeftic cares 
fhade great abilities, they are apt, 
till they are wanted, to be over¬ 
looked; and the neceflitous man’s 
moft falutary counfcl not much at¬ 
tended to. 

The 


ths "■+ 

an t evil ret, and as 
the birds that art 
caught in the fnare ; 
fo are the Tons of 
men fnared in an 
evil time, when it 
falleth fuddenly up¬ 
on them. 

13,14,and 15.This 
wildom have 1 fecn 
alfo under the fun, 
and it feemeA great 
unto me: 'There was 
a little city, and few 
men within it; and 
there came a great 
king againft it, and 
befieged it, and built 
great bulwarks a- 
gainftit. Now there 
was found in it a 
poor wife man, and 
he by his wifdom 
delivered the city: 
yet no man remem¬ 
bered th at fame poor 
man. 


16. Then faid I, 
wifdom is better than 
ftrength : neverthe¬ 
lefs, the poor man’s 
wifdom is defpifed, 
and his words are 
not heard. 


* Evil net, Dcfvouex interprets wares or a kind cf ir.clo¬ 
sure made in thfe ftream of a river moftly with willows and 
other aquacick trees. ; ■ 
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17. The words of The incomparable advice of the Sect, i r. 
wife men are heard wife, being adminiftered in a fedate 
in quiet, more than calm manner, isregarded when men Eccles. 
the cry of him that coo jy reflet, or are under adver- * 7 *' 
rulcth among oo s. more than his noify alarms or 

Joude ft fhou tings, whoisblindly fol¬ 
lowed by the inconfiderate and 
ftupid. 

j 8. Wifdom is However, the forenientioned faCt 18 
hetter than weapons fupports this inference, of the fu- 
of war: but one fin- perior worth of wifdom as balanced 
ner deftroyeth much againft all military weapons or pre¬ 
good. parations: on the contrary that a 

Angle inftance of one, who mifleth 
widely the mark, and is obftinate 
in his errors, not only hurts him- 
felf; but afFeCts fociety, and is 
greatly prejudicial to the common > 
intereft of virtue and happinefs. 


C H A P. X. SECT. XII. 

Faults in illujlrious characters the deepejl Jlains to them . 
Difference betwixt the wife and foolijh. Meek fub- 
vrijjion proper to offended fuperiors . Confequences of 
promoting perfons of no abilities . Dangers from loqua¬ 
city: inexperience: and intemperance in potentates . 
Ruin from indolence and remffnefs. Pleafure from 
feajls . A fecular fufficiency from money . Mifprifton 

of treafon feldom chargeable: nor reviling of the rich 
concealed. 


Chap. x. i. 


D ead flies 
caufe the oint¬ 
ment of the apothe¬ 
cary to fend forth a 
ftinking favour: fo 
doth a little folly him 
that is in reputation 
foj wifdom and ho¬ 
nour. 


Chap, x, r. 


H ARDLY common frailties Sect. 12. 

will be allowed in illuftrious 1——v—^ 
characters; and a remarkable in- Eccles* 
ftance of folly in one celebrated for*« *■ 
wifdom fpoils his weight and in¬ 
fluence; in the fame manner that 
the fetid bodies of dead flies do the 
richeft perfume, or moil precious 
ointment .of the apothecary,. 3pd 
caufe it t<ji emit the. moft offenfiv* 
effluvia. . 


The 
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Sect, it, The excellent inward principles 2. A wife man's 

J of a wife man are fuch, that he un- heart u at his right 
Eccles. derftandeth and applieth himfelf to hand; but a fool’s 
2 * a£t in the moil dextrous fpeedy and heart is at his left, 
fuccefsful manner; whereas thofe 
of a fool are always wrong, and 
plainly the reverfe of all thefe. 

3 He is unequal to the talk of 3. Yea alfo when 
common bufmefs, and even in the he that is a fool 
high road where he is walking, or walketh by the way, 
the ordinary affairs he is concerned J*! s w ‘^ om faileth 
in; that fmall degree of capacity im> an e , ai ^ 
he can pretend to evaporates; or £ ^ 
heftrangely flumbles and blunders; 

and cannot avoid in fo many words 
telling every one he meeteth — 
here is a fool. 

4 If the angry paflions of the civil 4* If the u fpirit 
Governour appear to rife, or if you °f ru I er U P 
are fo unhappy by any miftake to a £ a ' nl J l ^ ee » leave 
incur his* difpleafure; defert not n ? t M ? ^ ^ acc .* r °7 

to »a ^'Xc p r“ 

agreeably to j our ltate of inferio¬ 
rity, with a becoming fubmifBon 
and humility; for an healing gentle 
and obfequkms carriage, frequently 
qualifieth refentment, and .ftaveth 
off the punifiunent of enormous 
offences. 

$ All filiations in life are fubjeft c.Thereisanevil 
to have miftakes committed in nv ™ch I h ave f cen 
them; the confequences whereof UR der the fun, £6 an 

f r e “““ y v Sto'tL p £ 

and there is a real calamity that j e|1 
has occurred to me in the world, 
which is to be placed to the ac¬ 
count of political errors either in 
the fupreme majefty or his fubor- 
dinate minifters and Servants. 

It 


u Dejvoi^x renders, if the anger of the ruler Ihould be 
kindled againft thee,''do not rtfign thy place, for power kepi 
in thy hands will make an atonement for great offences. 
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6. Folly is fee in It is plainly, promoting to fla-SscT. 12. 
great dignity, and tiona of the higheft dignity, per- 
the rich fit in low fons of obfeure birth and no abili- Ecclbs* 
place. ties adequate to the discharge of x * 6. 

their duties, and at the fame' 
time excluding and confining to in¬ 
glorious retreats men equal to them 
for talents, and claiming them for 
their defeent erudition and fortune. 


7. I have feen 
fervantsuponhorfes, 
and princes walking 
as fervants upon the 

earth. 


8. He that dig- 
geth a pit, fhall fall 
into it; and whofo 
brealceth an hedge, 
a ferpent fhall bite 
him. 


Thus all civil didin&ionsfeemed 7 
entirely levelled ; and I have been 
a fpe£ta'tor of people exalted from 
the lowed condition of fervitude to 
ride in date on prancing horfes; 
and thofe of royal birth and liberal 
education, humbly footing it with 
no more regard or attendance than 
the meaned vaflals. 

What is likely to be the confe-S 
quence; of thus inverting all order, 
and violating a people's ancient 
rights, in the final fubverfion of 
the government, many of our Ifrae- 
litijb proverbs verify: to this pur- 
pofe it is faid, he that diggeth a pit 
for others, fhall himfelf be the firft 
that falleth into it: and whoever 


farceth his neighbour's fence to lay 
open his ground, a ferpent (hall 
bite him. 

9 Whofo removeth The greated difficulties cannot9 
ftones, (hall be hurt hut attend fuch abfurd and extra- 


therewith: -ond he 
that cleaveth wood, 
fhall be endangered 
jhereby. 


10. If the iron be 
blunt, and he do not 


vagant roeafures: as he that re¬ 
moveth dones mud drain hard at 
the violent labour: and he that 
cleaveth whole trees keep clofe to 
his arduous work, or ufe the ftron- 
ged repeated efforts. 

Again, if a prince employs un-10 
fkilful miniders, and neither his in¬ 


whet the edge, then 
mud he ptu to more 
ftimgth: but wifdon 
pj profitable to dirc&* 


dru&ions nor their own experience 
can much improve their heavy 
talents; his own per Tonal application 

will 
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Sect. 12. will b t nece/Tary to fupply their 
V m- v deficiencies: as greater ftrength is 
Ecclbs. required, where the iron inftrument 
x * ,0 * is blunt, and he that ufes it whet- 
teth not the edge: but the fupcrior 
importance and advantage of wif- 
dom is, that it rightly adjufteth 
every thing to anfwer its proper 
purpofe. 

1, The utmoft caution is expedient 
in forming connections, or making 
choice of favourites; for if it may 
be depended on, that the ferpent 
will bite unlefs it be enchanted, no 


11. Surely the fer- 
pent will bite with¬ 
out enchantment, 
and a babbler is no 
better. 




one can avail himfelf of dealers in 
words, lather is in the greatefl 
danger from them. 

12 The expreflions which proceed 
out of the mouth of a wife man, for 
their truth and reafon, natural eafe 
and flowing fweetnefs are grace it- 
felf; the language of a fool not only 
wants all thefe, but as fwallowing 
him up, in every ftep of it precipi¬ 
tates him to deflrudion. 

13 The whole tenour of his difeourfe 
from beginning to end is abfurd 
and pernicious: his introdu&ion of 
a fubje£l is plainly miilimed and 
ridiculous: and his progrefs with 
the conclufion mere rant, noxious 
mifehievous raving and diftra&ion. 

14 And if it was (hort it might be 
endured with more patience; but 
the more unthinking and infipid 
commonly the more prolix and 
intolerably tedious: fuch profefs to 
know every thing that is paft pre- 

1 lent or to come: though mortal 

man 


12. The w words 
of a wife man’s 
mouth are gracious 
but the lips of a fool 
will fwallow uphim- 
felf. 


13«The beginning 
of the words of his 
mouth is fooli/hnefs: 
and the end of his 
talk is mifehievous 
madnefs, 


14. A fool alfo is 
full of words: a man 
cannot tell what (hall 
be; and what /hall 
be after him, who 
can tell him. 


w An allufion, Def-votux fuppofes, to efficacious words 
ttfed by matters of the tongue or court enchanters.... • 4 .* 
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% 

man is not acquainted with con- Sect. 12. 
tingent futurities, and as to his {late 
after death, what fellow creature Ecc£es. 
fhall difcover it to him? x * * 4 * 

15. The labour of The defigns or enterprizes of the 15 

the foolifh wearieth heavy and (lupid however eafy in 
every one of them, themfelves, and readily performed 
becaufe he knoweth ^ ot h ers> arc ( 0 him a moft tedious 
rot how to go to the fp CrM ji n g labour: becaufe he has 
clt ^' fcarce underftanding enough, to 

keep him in the high road to at : 
town, without deviating into fome 
by-path. 

16. Wo to thee. Wo to you, for the greateft cala- 16 

O land, when thy mities hang over you, O inhabi¬ 
king u a child, and tants of any country, whofe mo- 
thy princes eat in narch, though grown to full matu- 
the morning. rity of years and (lature, is yet an 

infant as to capacity and prudence, 
or remarkably unfteady and inex¬ 
perienced : and whofe princes and 
nobles devote their mornings, not 
to bufinefs devotion or doing juf- 
tice, but to revels and the fealls of 
luxury. 

17. Blcfled art Happy are you, O people, and 17 
thou, Gland, when may. prom ife yourfelves all ad van- 
thy king is the fon tages of the wifeft adminiftration, 
of nobles, and thy whofe governour is royally defeend- 
princes eat in due liberally educated, and follows 
feafon, for ftrength, t h e b e fl. examples; and your mi- 
and not for drunken- njfters of ft a te at the ufual feafons 

nc s> moderately refrefti themfelves; 

never indulge to excefles. 

tS. By much floth- As of intemperance, fo number-18 
fulnefs the building lefs are the bad effe£ta of indolence ; 
decayeth, and thro* by a great degree of this, {luggilh 
idlencfs of the hands fhameful quality, the roof of a 
the houfe droppeth building, which {hould efpecially 
through. k e lajtgn carc D f, * IS ready to fall 

down: and owing to remiflnefs 
and negligence, thofe parts of an 
houfe which are firmeft in their 


con- 
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Sect, i&conftruftion, and ought to be kept 
j j n t ^ e 5 e ft repair, arc in fo ruinous 
Eccles* a condition as to admit the rains. - 
*• 1 °* At the fame time fplendid and 19. A feaftismade 
I 9 coftiy entertainment are provided f° r laughter, and 
meerly for diverfion ; and wine in wine maketh merry: 
the greateft plenty to exhilerate the ^ ut I J} QI ' e / ^ wer " 
fpirits: but money fuits all cafes e / tn &* m 
and is made to fupply all deficien¬ 
cies. 

20 Whatever ground there may be . 20, ^urfe not the 

for difTatisfa&ions, yet it may - be kjng. n0 not * n ^Y 

prudent to beware even of cen- * ou £ tf . a! ? . C ^ e 
K . , , - , ,, not. the rich in thy 

fonous thoughts of the proceedings bed . chamber . for a 

of crowned heads: efpecially of b ; rd of the ^ fh a n 
uttering vilifying words with re- carry the voice, and 
fpedl to chara&ers in exalted fta- that which hath 
tions, or men of large fortunes; wings ihall teH the 
though under the feal of fecrecy matter, 
and in your moil private apart¬ 
ment : fop much fooner than you 
imagine may they be apprised; and 
the whole' difeovered by means 
which you no more fufpeft, than 
that a bird of the air fhould carry 
the voice, and a moil fwift-winged 
one relate every circumftance* 


CHAP. XI. SECT. XIII. 

Liberal alms the rich man's Jlability ahd fecurity. Secular 
events and fuccejfes uncertain . A future retribution to 

be attended to in all prefent enjoyments* 


Chap. xi. 1. 


C h a p. xi. 1. 


Sect. ia.^X)mmunicate to the neceflitips .t r thy bread 
«—y—>Oof others, without experting V>* "P 0 " ' :he "V 
Ec cl es. immediate returns,from thediftant fi ” : £* 

1* profpett of a nobler recompence, ^ 

which may fully be depended on: / ' 

after the fame manner, that previous 
to the former and latter rain you 

difperfe 



Botk cf 


2. Give a portion 
to feven, and alfo 
to eight; for thou 
knoweft not what 
evil fhall be upon 
the earth. 


3. * If the clouds 
be full of rain, they 
empty them/tlves up* 
on the earth ; and if 
the tree fall toward 
the fouth, or toward 
the north; in the 
place where the tree 
fallcth there it fhail 
Le. 


Ecclesiastes. 47 * 

difpetfc your feeds, though the Sect, i 5* 
ground is fo dry like daft, that it' — 
may fcem thrown away upon it: Ecclb* 
for in a courfe of time you will* 1, 
thence obtain all you want or 
defire. 

As diftributing bounties at one z 
time to feven, and again at another 
to eight, be conftant and moft en* 
larged in your charities: do it with-* 
out delay, whilft you have ability 
and opportunity, for you cannot 
be certain in this fiudtuating world, 
what difafters or calamities are be- 
fore you; that may for ever de¬ 
prive of future power if you negleft 
the prefent feafon. 

Be not difcouraged by contrary 3 
tendencies or feeming improbabi¬ 
lities in the nature of things; the 
earth’s moifture, fo necefiary for 
vegetation, feems loft in evapo¬ 
rating by the a&ion or exhalation 
of the fun; whereas the fkilful 
hufbandman from conftant obfer* 
vation knows, that it is quite the 
reverfe; that when the clouds are 
fufficiently filled they muft burft 
into plentiful rains upon the earth, 
abundantly reftoring what they 
have taken from it: and when a 
tree- by its fall, whether towards 
the fouth or north, has loft its 
fixednefs in the earth which feemed 
to be its greateft fecurity againft 
winds or ftorms, it abfolutely defies 
them; and ever afterwards remains 
unmoved for the ufe of the owner. 


Omit 


* Defooeux's interpretation of this pa/Tage feems the plain- 
tied and mod natural; from whence jpjnQ.part of the parar 
phrafe is taken. 
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3. Omit not a real occafion of doing 
good, though not attended with ail 

■ defirable circumftanccs, led a more 
favourable one fhould never hap¬ 
pen: as he that over-curioufly ob- 
ferveth the wind and will not fow 

■ till it be perfe&ly fuitable, (hall 
perhaps never do it: and he that 
looking up to the clouds waits till 
they are all difperfed before he reap, 
{halt probably not at all put in tha 
fickle. 

5 Your prefent condition of being 
plainly requires you to aft at great 
uncertainties; and as you are ut¬ 
terly in the dark with what degree 
of ftrength or in what direftions 

rthe wind (hall blow; alfo how the 
human body and durable firm bones 
are produced and gradually in- 
creafed in the pregnant womb: the 
like ignorance are you in concern¬ 
ing events and the ways of provi¬ 
dence : the operations and contri¬ 
vances of the Infinite Being, who 
according to the plans of his own 
fupreme wifdom created and go¬ 
verns all things. . 

6 Wherefore it is advifeable to be 
attive and diligent, early and late, 
in improving all opportunities of an 
ufeful and beneficial virtue: the 
fame that you do as to hufbandry, 
in the morning fowing your feed, 
and in the evening not remitting 
or abating of your induflry; though 
you cannot then be certain, which 
(hall prove to have been moft pru¬ 
dent and right; or whether both 
may not concur to one, and the 
fame end of profperity in the plen¬ 
tiful crops of well-fed corn which 
(hall fpring from them. 


4. He that ob- 
ferveth the wind 
fhall not fow: and 
he that regardeth 
the clouds fhall not 
reap. 


5 Asthouknoweft 
not what is the way 
of the fpirit, nor how 
the bones do grcrw in 
the womb of her that 
is with child : even 
fo thou knovved not 
the works of God, 
who maketh all. 


6. In the morning 
fow thy feed, and in 
the evening with¬ 
hold not thine hand: 
for thou knowefl not 
whether fhall prof- 
per, either this or 
that, or whether 
they both Jhall h 
alike good. 


And 
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7. Truly the light 
is Tweet; and a plea- 
fajjt thing it is for 
the eyes to behold 
the Tun. 


8. But if a man 
live many years, and 
rejoice in them all; 
yet let him remem¬ 
ber thedaysofdark- 
nefs, for they ftiall be 
many, all that com- 
eth is vanity. 


9. Rejoice, O 
young man, in thy 
youth, and let thy 
heart chear chee in 
the days of thy 
youth, and walk in 
the ways of thy 
heart, and in the 
fight of thine eyes: 
but know thou, that 
for all thefe things 
Ood will bring thee 
into judgment. 


Ecclesiastes. 4 ffr 

And truly the happy event is Sxct. 13; 
principally to be confidered, and 
fuccefs in an important affair with ^ccleb. 
all profperous circumfiances are ex- X1, 
tremely defirable; like the renewed 
fpirits derived from cheering light, 
and numberlefs pleafurable images 
and fenfations, from the eyes be¬ 
holding the fun. 

But as acceptable as they are, 8 
and length of days to enjoy them, 
fo that both his years are multiplied 
and the higheft earthly fatisfa&ions 
flowing in upon him* through the 
whole of them: yet that fometime 
they muft end, is an affefting cir* 
cumftance that he fhould always 
remember; with the future periods 
which are in the dark to him, even 
the unnumbered eternal ages: where¬ 
as every thing that fets, or is .to 
be pad on that account, is properly 
(tiled empty and vain as a bubble or 
vapour. 

Do not here miftake me, I advife 9 
a behaviour in character, but not 
that rigour of virtue that difdains 
all pleafurable enjoyment: whoever 
you are, on whom youth, health, 
and profperity fmile, congratulate 
the joyous feafon with chearful . 
lively fpirits; and by fcenes that 
are fuitable make the greateft ad¬ 
vantage of, give the higheft relifh 
and beauty to it: only keep in 
mind, that innocence is not to be 
facrificed, nor exceftes committed ; 
on this awful account, that you 
are fubjeft for the whole of life to 
the future judgment of an Omni-* 
fcient Deity, 


Vol. IV. 


Ii 


Under 
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Under thcfe reftri< 3 ions, or with 10.Therefore re- 
Che reserve of your virtue and fafety move forrow from 
as to eternity, difmifs all mental tHy heart, and put 
uneafinefs, and banilh emaciating awa X c y*I from thy 
fears and vexatious anxieties; foi* * or childhood 

Whatever pleafure there may be in 
early childhood, or advancing vi* 
gocoufi youth, yet they will dif- 
appoint thofe who reft any great 
xpattefs on them, for they are only 
as a bubble or vapour. 


and youth are va¬ 
nity. 


.C H A P. XII. 


SECT. XIV. 


The moft delightful feafon in life 9 . proper for religion i 
Unavoidable difficulties attendant on old age . Morta- 
- lUy y the return of the two different principles , whereof 
man is compounded t to their rsfpeftive originals. In - 
fignifeancy as to fuBjlantial happinefs of all earthly 
^ ffeenes. The wifdom of its author y and faithfulnefs of 
tranjeribers recommendatory of this difeourfe . A 
Jew approved writings * preferable to making or col- 
‘ lefiing many books . The ultimate end of all men , re- 
vtring and obeying Almighty God y from, ccnftderaiions 
of a fiiture judgment and an eternal retribution . 


.C h a p. xii. t. 

Sect, i^T^ROM the fcarlieftyouth, and 
luting the moft favourable 
Eccles. circumftances, diligently apply 
xii. i. yourrfelf to the ftudy and obedience 
of his laws by whom you were 
briginally created and are ptrpe^ 
fiially preferved: previously to your 
beihg vifited with calamitous eyentsj 
or arriving at the heavy afflictive 
feafon of decrepit old age, concern¬ 
ing which you (hall declare, there 
fo now'nb •fatisfa£tfon for me, I ani 
all uneafinefs and wearrnefr. : 


Chap. xii. i. , 

R EmemBer now 
;hy Creator in 
tfh^ days of thy 
youth, while the evil 
days come not, nor 
the years draw nigh, 
When thou (halt fay, 
1 have no pleafure 
in them.' 
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2. While the fun, 
or the light, or the 
moon, or the flare 
be not darkned, nor 
the clouds return af¬ 
ter the rain. 


3. r In the day 
when the keepers of 
the houfe (hall trem¬ 
ble, and the (Irong 
men (hall bow them- 
felves, and the grin¬ 
ders ceafe becaufe 
they are few, and 
thofe that look out 
of the windows be 
darkned. 


4. And the doors 
{hall be {hut in the 
ftreets, when the 
found of the grind¬ 
ing is low, and he 
{hall 


EcClISU4TiS. 

So long as the intellectual moral Sacr. 14* 
faculties and capacities* which in ^ -v 1 - ^ 
their excellent direction* refemble Ecctai, 
the flbining fun, filver moon and xn ** 
glittering liars, are not obfeured or 
impaired: nor as in a violent tem¬ 
pt ft, wherein thofe lights both 
feem eclipfed, and frefli clouds to 
gather and thicken after the heavieft 
rains, you experience the greateft 
weight and a conftant fucceflion of 
pains and griefs. 

In that unwelcome period, when 3 
as a fortrefs weakly defended, or 
wholly exhaufted of its ftrength 
and fuccours, the head and arms 
inllead of watching and guarding 
are in a tremulous agitation: the 
feeble knees and tottering legs bend 
under the weight of the body: the 
few remaining teeth are lb decayed 
as to be unlit to be ufed: and the 
eyes,.looking out of their cavities 
as windows, hardly admit the vifual 
rays* or very imperfectly diftinguilh 
betwixt light and darknefs. 

And as the doors of an houfe are 4 
Ihut, where bufinefs is no longer 
tranfadled and vi fits arc rare, the an i* 
mal faculties with the greateft diffi¬ 
culty and in the flowed manner per- 

Ii 2 form 


y Depvoeux ftiles this a double figure, viz. an allegory and 
a profopopeia . The whole outward frame, fays he, is alle¬ 
gorically reprefented as a houfe,— the mod .remarkably 
aftive parts perfonified, and appearing as fo many men and 
women, to whom the feveral employments are devifed — 
The grinding maids fhall ceafe becaufe they are few; and 
thofe that look out of the windows Ifiall be darkened; and 
the double gate (hall be Ihut up towards the inner court, 
when the voice of the grinding maid is lowered. Phil. Ob/ 
}>. 345. The 6 vcr. is commonly tmd$rflood of a w&tef 
engine. 



*ii. 4. 


4^4 A PAft AEfiR A$E 

Sect. 14. form their offices; When the low 
* 1 ' voice, like the fouod of a mill grown 

Eccle5 . fmooth with long ufe, is fcarce 
audible; and fleep fo interrupted 
and his couch weariCom that he 
{hall rife frequently by the cock- 
crowing: as to mufical inftruments 
and the fweeteft voices they (hall 
have loft their power to charm. 

5 Again diftant objedts (hall alarm 
thefe ancient perfons, or imaginary 
dangers in the common high ways 
throw their timorous mind into the 
utmoft confternation: the almond- 
tree is not more early in its blofToms, 
than the infirmities of old age quick 
in their advances; however fmall and 
light the grafhopper or locuft, it (hall 
be burdenfome, and all the natural 
appetites fail: for decaying man is 
vifibly journeying apace to that ap¬ 
pointed habitation where he (hall 
Jong continue; and his mourning 
friends (hortly tell it in the publick 
ftreets, that he has no further con¬ 
cern in all earthly feenes. 

6 Or in a comparifon to a water- 
engine, that if ever the filver cord 
to which the jar or bucket is fatten¬ 
ed be loofed, and the golden pulley 
hafteneth its motion; the jar or 
bucket be broken to pieces againft 
the well, and the conduit through 
which the water runs into the cittern 

be 


on the 

fhall rife up at the 
voice of the bird, 
and all the daugh¬ 
ters of mafick fhall 
be brought low. 


5. A 1 fo when they 
fhall be afraid of 
that which is * high, 
and fears Jhall be in 
the way, and the 
almond-tree fhall 
flourifh, and the 
grafhopper fhall be 
a burden, and defire 
fhall fail: becaufe 
man goeth to his 
long home, and the 
mourners go about 
the ftreets. 


6. Or ever the 
filver cord be loofed, 
or the golden bowl 
be broken, or the 
pitcher be broken at 
the fountain; or the 
wheel broken at the 
cittern. 


* Might the above author interprets dijlant objtfls: in the 
*usay f fcare-crows fet On the way-fide, the almond tree t &c. 
the commerce of women fhall be defpifed—and the mourn¬ 
ers are walking about the road, ready for his burial . Phil, 
Ob/ p. 576. Some underftand by grafhopper an animal 
that may be made food of and is very eafy of digef- 
tion. The learned D Mead has ingenioufly explained the 
next ver, in an anatomical way; the filver cord of the fpinal 
marrow, the golden bowl of the heart, &c. 
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be {battered, the whole machine be- Sect, if, 
comes ufeJefs; the fame it is with <• —v —-J 
refpe& to human bodies, that de- Ecclel. 
cays or obftrunions in any of the* 11, ”• 
greater vital functions fpeedily ifliic 
in their mortality. 

7. Then fhall the Then fhal! the organized lately 7 
dull return to the animated duft, return to aflimilatt 
earth as it was: and w j t h the inert earth out of which 
the fpirit (hall return wa s originally formed: and the 
unto God w 0 gave fpj r | tua | principle, or thinking con- 1 

feious fubftance {hall return* to the 
Almighty who firft breathed it into 
man's noftrils, to be determined of 
at his pleafure. 

8. Vanity of vani- This conclufion is natural, or 8 
ties, faith the preach- another ftate demonftrable from 
cr; all is vanity. the imperfection and infufKciency 

of the prefent to render man hap¬ 
py: for in this view, faith the 
facred Orator, the whole of it is 
-plainly inadequate and empty, as - 
the flitting vapour or windy bubble. 

9. And moreover It may be added, to the honour 9 
becaufe the preacher of this publiek fpeaker, that he ap- 
was wife, he (till plied his extraordinary talents to 
taught the people the beft purpofes: and in as much 
knowledge; yea he as h e was eminently diftinguilhed 
gave goo ee , an f or t ^ e no bJ c ft knowledge of re- 

in order many pro- l S* ou f w.fdom, he always mod 
verbs. liberally imparted to his flock the 

trueft fentiments: notwithftanding 
that nature had fo amply fumifhed 
him, he negle&ed no means of 
further improvement: his enquiries 
were indefatigable for what tradi¬ 
tion could aflFord, and his own re¬ 
flect ions and obfervations conti¬ 
nually employed, to difpofe in 
the propereft method proverbial 
fentences, or important moral 
axioms. 


i—' 

in order many pro 
verbs. 


This 



XU. 10. 


11 


A Paraphrase on the , 

Sect. 14. This royal le&urer or preacher 10. The preacher 
to mankind, made it hisftudy and bought to find out 
Eccles. endeavour fo to accommodate his acce ptable words, 
manner and expreffions, that he an< ? f ^ at whichpuat 
ihould entertain and greatly delight wntten u V T 1 ght, 
whilft he inftrufted; and efpecially evtnw0T 50 Uut 
that whatever was written might 
contain laws of right a£tion; be 
ilriftly conformable to the unvaried 
plan of true religion. 

Such difcourfes of the wife, to 11« The words of 

.form the mind to virtue, and guard w ‘^ e are as , * 
it againft wandering in error and g oa ds, and as nails 

folly may properly be compared 
to lnftruments ot agriculture, or M are iven 
mclofures and the ftrongeft fences from one ft, epherd . 
of thorns: preferved and tranfmit- . 
ted by them who are appointed to 
the office of mailers of colle&ions 
By the Almighty Being, the great 
teacher and good fhepherd. 

32 What remains further is the fa- i 2 * And further, 
Jutary advice of the facred com- by thefe, my Ion 

pilers; that as its grand fcope, you be admoniftied: of 

' receive the light of due inftruflion making many books 
from this remarkable ferrnon: and much ftud a we3 . 
as from a G o D of truth himfelf; rinefs of the fle(h . 
ihereby be guided through this dark 

eftate, free from dangerous errors, 

in the road of duty and virtue : as 
to books a few well-chofen are fuf- 
dcient for all purpofes of life, and 
greatly preferable to an endlefs 
variety: the reading whereof, much 
more the making them mud be at¬ 
tended with great wearinefs, and 
wade of (pints; and unlefs dire&ed 

to 


• Defvoeux renders, the words of the wife are as inftru- 
tnents of agriculture, i.e. they ferve to cultivate the mind 
as thofe do the ground: and matters-of collectors are as re- 
pofitories to keep thofe inftruments in. PbiL Ob/, p. 215. 



Book of EccLesiaStes. ; • "1487 

to a right end of virtue and lWppi- Sect. 14; 
nefs, to be juftly reckoned a* \ ■— v— 

, mongft the vanities nf MjUlftJIfet j f!?. CCLES * 

13. Let us hear Let us ail mod devoutly attend X1U IZ * 
the condufion of the to the plain refult of the whole that ! 3 
whole matter: Fear has been delivered on this important 

God, and keep his f u bj e £f ; entertain the utmoft reve- 
conunan ments:for rence for the moft high G o d, and 

, of man uniformly obferve his laws of unt- 

u ^ ■ verfal righteoufnefs: for this *ir- t ? 

tuouj and piqus :.coar£t uL ^11 X 
man has to aim at or truft to, his 
grand concern and only way to 
perfection and happinefs. 

14. For God (hall For whatever inequalities there 14 
bring every work may feem to be, in this .unfettled ^ 
into judgment,' wfiA and 

every fecret thing, after be rectified: and it is an awful 
whether it be good, f cn ^ ment which may be fully de¬ 
er w et tut e evi, pended on, that in appointed 

day of future diferiminating judg- 
.. ment,, an^Infallible Juft Go^, 
i. will product on the dpe'ri theatre, 
whatever man hath tranfa&ed 
during his probationary ftate; with 
every thihg:tKit ftlence hath palled 
over, art hidden, or time buried; 
whether good or evil, right or 
wrong, virtuous or vicious, to be 
in r exaCt proportion, reward^ vpc. • r 
punilhcdi . . , •„ V-,. - 


I ' .1 i.: 


FINIS. 


ERRATA. 

Vol. I. pag. 73. lin. 3. not. for i read in. 97. 14. for 
thickening , r. thickened. 327. 8. p. for laft r. loft. 3®4* IIa 
for ft rat it r. ftrata Vol. IF. 8. 9. for difpondeney r. defpon - 
dency. 336. laft 1 . for his r. in. Vol. III. 62. 17. after con. 
fuming add fire. 64. 2 and 3. for their all folicitous cares and 
vexations about pleafures y &c. T. all their felicitous cares and 
vexations about pleafures t &c. Vol. IV. 81. 23. after admire 
add it. 



By the fame author/ will be put to the prefs, 
as foon as he is favoured with a number of names 
fufficient to indemnify the publication, which 
are defired to be fent to him alone in Maldon , 
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